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Introduction 

 
Those who have one foot in the canoe, and one foot on the shore, are going to fall into the river. 

— Tuscarora 
 

Wai! Smgigyet, Sigidmna’ax, Lik’agyigyet, K’aba waalsik (Attention! Chiefs, 

Matriarchs, House Chiefs, and Princes and Princesses-in-waiting). This is the formal 

manner in which speeches are launched in the Sm’algyax language of the Ts’msyen 

people (formerly Tsimshian). A Chief is considered too important to make his own 

speeches (exposing him to the risk of losing face) and has a retinue of professional 

orators, referred to as a galdmalgyax, who are tasked to speak on his behalf. Imagine 

addressing a tribal audience at a great pageantry-filled potlatch (an immense feast) in a 

vast Ts’msyen longhouse where only the most important societal business is 

conducted. The introductory protocol is used to indicate to those in attendance that the 

formal program has commenced. It is a ritual and signals the solemnity of what is to 

follow. This is how I begin this book—to connote a most important topic, and as a 

symbolic sign of respect to readers. 

This book attempts to provide a short history of the approximately 500 million 

Indigenous Peoples of the world who have had one foot in the canoe (their traditional 

cultures) and the other on shore (European Christian civilization). Unfortunately, in this 

clash of cultures Indigenous Peoples have fallen into the river of colonization—

struggling mightily to keep their heads above water. The purpose of this book is to 

provide thoughts as to how they might pull themselves out of the river of unending 

despair and poverty to regain power. This is a highly ambitious undertaking given that 

they live in more than 90 countries and own, occupy, or use a quarter of the world’s 

surface area. However, a common thread of culture, history, treatment, condition, and 

worldviews join all Indigenous Peoples together as if their hearts beat as one. It is at this 

level that a survey of successful Indigenous examples in developed nations has been 

examined as models to potentially lift the canoes of all Indigenous Peoples.  

Questions surrounding the present state of the world’s Indigenous Peoples have 

motivated the author to write this book. How are Indigenous Peoples perceived? Why 

do they fare so poorly? What can be done to make a real difference to the lives of the 

poorest of the poor? Why is it that they make up over 6 percent of the world population, 

but account for 15 percent of the extreme poor—with a life expectancy 20 years lower 

than others?  

Throughout history it has been suggested that Europeans dominated Indigenous 

Peoples because they were racially superior. It turns out that the trajectories of different 
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societies has nothing to do with human racial (i.e., biological) differences. Instead it has 

to do with differences in who won the lottery of circumstances that led different groups 

down divergent paths. That some societies were able to develop more complex political 

organizations, writing, rapid advances in technology, etc., was fortuitously determined 

by location and environment, the availability of domesticable animals, ecological 

barriers, etc.—not on the basis of race. For these reasons human development got a 

head start on some continents over others. 

As an Indigenous person, the author wondered why popular history is so 

Eurocentric portraying Indigenous Peoples so severely. This is the focus of Part 1 of this 

book. Why are the incredibly sophisticated cultures and contributions to humankind of 

Indigenous Peoples ignored in the dominant society? Or denigrated and often omitted 

by academia? How can those so transfixed on COVID-19 that has resulted in the 

deaths of .0002 percent of the world population be so nonchalant about the world’s 

greatest pandemic/genocide that killed 95% of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas? 

Why are Indigenous children made to feel that their cultures and languages are 

backwards and, by extension, worthless? In a supposedly woke society, why should 

these distortions continue to produce individual and systemic racism having a sweeping 

impact on minorities? History does matter and it must encompass Indigenous 

worldviews. 

Part 1 also seeks to debunk many of the common myths in the dominant society 

and paint a more balanced view of Indigenous history. A journey back through time in 

the Americas reveals an astonishing and largely misunderstood reality of peoples who 

spoke over twelve hundred languages—an undiscovered realm where an estimated 

one-quarter of the world’s population controlled continent-spanning trade networks. It 

also takes readers on a dazzling eagle’s flight over the Americas to behold the 

magnificent civilizations of diverse peoples, and distinct societies who built thriving cities 

(some that were larger and more opulent than anything in Europe). As well, it reveals 

the surprising Indigenous gifts to humanity in the areas of economics, agriculture, 

politics, technology, and knowledge. Modern democracy is an invention long practiced 

by the Iroquois Confederacy, and became the philosophical basis of the American 

Constitution and government. Some of the world’s most important foods and crops were 

products of “indigenuity” (from the earliest feats of genetic engineering).  

Ninety-five percent of their vibrant population was subsequently wiped out by the 

world’s greatest-ever pandemic—an event so catastrophic to the planet that it 

precipitated the Little Ice Age. When most colonizers arrived in the Americas they 

misjudged the sophistication and grandiosity of Indigenous civilizations because they 

only were able to witness the remains of once-great societies. 
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Part 1 likewise examines how Indigenous people were shapeshifters through 

time who adapted to their environment and circumstances. They demonstrated such 

incredible attitudes of flexibility and resilience that academics have dubbed them 

“master adapters” who survived admirably in the harshest of environments. This 

discussion also refutes the notion that Indigenous Peoples were unsophisticated dupes 

when Europeans arrived. For millennia they were the first entrepreneurs. They were 

shrewd traders whose strength and acumen were gained from traversing over age old 

intercontinental trading networks—allowing them to develop a complex understanding of 

commerce and land ownership. 

Part 2 explores the colonization of Indigenous people and its consequences. It 

was a time focussed on taking Indigenous lands and extracting wealth under the guise 

of Christian justice and the Rule of Law—where Indigenous master traders essentially 

ended up being traded unwillingly to new masters. The brutal era was later 

characterized by other elements of an enforced Faustian bargain that included social 

engineering and assimilation. It drained and diminished the once-formidable power of 

Indigenous nations—leaving ghastly scars of dysfunction and grinding poverty. Today 

archaic bureaucracies reinforce government and individual dependency while 

marooning Indigenous people in a twilight zone of despair. They found themselves 

being socialized into a welfare trap and an economic dependency mindset, effectively 

undermining their once vibrant entrepreneurial culture. The first steps to retaking their 

collective power must be rooted in understanding what happened and how to approach 

regaining their personal power. 

In addition to having to deal with fallout of past Imperialism, Indigenous Peoples 

are now faced with the subterfuge of Eco-Colonialism where powerful evironmental non-

govermental organizations (ENGOs) seek to dictate development within their traditional 

territories. This is discussed in Part 3 of this book. An eco-colonialist is a person who 

uses their environmental beliefs and actions to override, manipulate, or mislead 

Indigenous people (and the general public) for purposes of achieving their own 

ideological and financial goals. This is a situation where “pretendians” (white activists 

who pretend they are Indigenous) seek to “redwash” their organizations and campaigns 

under the pretence of  widespread Indigenous support.  

Powerful ENGOs have hijacked the Indigenous rights agenda to further their 

ideological and financial targets having little to do with the real interests of Indigenous 

people. In doing this they use poor Indigenous people as pawns and whipping dogs for 

their campaigns while creating cataclysmic divisions in communities and families, 

shattering economic opportunities that may provide desperately needed employment 

and revenue. This causes great harm to Indigenous people—comparable in some ways 

to the horrific fallout from European Imperialism—and needs to be brought to 

mainstream attention. Indigenous people have looked after the environment for 
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millennia and do not need manufactured frozen-in-time stereotypes such as the Noble 

Savage or Crying Indian (which never actually existed) being promoted by Big Green to 

create parks in their traditional territories, and to suit their socialist ideological agenda 

and ring their cash registers. 

Part 4 of this book charts a way forward by looking backward as a way of taking 

back their long-unused power to reestablish self-determination. There is no power in 

poverty. Indigenous people are not okay the way they are, they are much less than they 

could or should be—needing to return to the powerful independence of their ancestors. 

While this will be based on economic self-sufficiency, a foundation needs to be rebuilt 

on the pillars of governance and re-education. It also involves cultivating economic 

intelligence—the ability to identify and astutely manage one’s economics (including 

business and economic development). In recognition of the impact of the current form of 

debt slavery, economic self-reliance is absolutely necessary. A decision to do nothing is 

a decision to leave power in the hands of bureaucracies indifferent to Indigenous well-

being. 

The impact of colonization has happened over a long period of time. Like the 

proverbial frog unaware that it was being slowly boiled, Indigenous Peoples were 

similarly stewed in the foul pot of colonization over several hundred years. It should not 

be surprising when those in the present cannot understand how they inherited 

dysfunctional attitudes and behaviours from familial trauma of the distant past. Some 

are mindful that Indigenous Peoples have been greatly affected by colonization, but are 

otherwise oblivious to its specific outcomes, and unsure of what to do about it. While 

everyone in society has a moral duty to help the less fortunate, it is incumbent upon 

Indigenous Peoples to ask the hard questions, make the tough decisions, and to take 

the action needed to help themselves. There is no question that with knowledge and 

commitment the lives of Indigenous Peoples can be greatly improved. When this 

happens there are substantial social and economic benefits for mainstream society as 

well. While it will take cooperation and effort amongst all parties, this books seeks to 

demonstrate that real constructive change is possible. 

Each of the four parts of this book contains an artwork from a prominent artist of 

a differing Indigenous culture. These works of art are meant to symbolize a key idea 

from that culture which may provide guidance to other Indigenous Peoples or to 

Western civilization on how to move constructively forward. At the end of each of the 

four parts of this book is a summary for how this symbol may be of value to Indigenous 

Peoples and global nations in creating improved societies. The ancient knowledge of 

the Indigenous Peoples of the world—a largely untapped database of worldviews 

containing much wisdom—can possibly provide a wiser course forward towards more 

harmonious societies. Perhaps their perceptions and attitudes about the humble place 

people should occupy in nature can also lead to the greater longevity of humanity. 
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Dreamtime Sisters  
Colleen Wallace Nungari (Requesting Permission) 

Dreaming is a term devised by early anthropologists to refer to the worldview attributed to 
Australian Indigenous beliefs. The term Dreamtime was originally used by Francis Gillen, and 

is a commonly used term for describing important features of Indigenous spiritual beliefs 
and existence. Though the concept is not generally well understood by non-indigenous 

people, the stories of dreaming are their oral text books of accumulated knowledge, 
spirituality, and wisdom from when time began. Dreamtime is their history and much, much 

more. 
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Chapter 1 

History Matters  

History is written by the rich, and so the poor get blamed for everything. 
— Jefrey D. Sachs, economist 

Dominant populations often discuss Indigenous people as inferior backsliders—a 

paternalistic theme repeated throughout history. As it is told, Christ bearing colonizers, 

at the centre of the universe saved Indigenous heathens on the distant periphery. 

Columbus’ arrival in the New World was seen as a time when “primitives met progress.” 

By this Eurocentric narrative, this is when history in the New World began. 

Unfortunately, since their oral history was seen as unreliable, European records are 

often perceived as the only “real” Indigenous history. It turns out Columbus’ name, 

means “Christ-bearer,” which perhaps reflected the narrow lens of Christianity through 

which colonizers viewed pagan societies. With God on their side, European history 

sanitizes its horrific acts of genocide as the necessary deeds of patriotic Christian 

heroes with noble objectives.1 

They also never understood how Indigenous people forged social cohesion, 

shared values, self-reliance, and interdependency through their languages and 

ceremonies—or how the intermingling cultures connected and enriched each other. If 

history is simply the stories that people tell about themselves, the only story that has 

been told about Indigenous people has been told by colonizers. The European version 

of history as saviours completely dismisses the worldviews of Indigenous peoples. They 

never valued or understood how those from such complex and interesting cultures saw 

their place in the universe.  

The real history of Indigenous Peoples is crucial to connecting their past to the 

present. The problem with relying solely on European records was highlighted in an 

interesting case where a major archaeological breakthrough was made by a college 

student, Manny Medrano, at Harvard University. He unraveled the hidden data—a 

problem which had previously confounded scholars—in mysterious Inka (formerly 

spelled Inca) knot-writing known as khipu. For the first time it was found that the way in 

which pendant cords are tied to the top cord in this record system indicates the social 

group to which an individual belonged. This discovery may be the first step in decoding 

hundreds of other khipu which may lead to an understanding Inka history from their 

point of view—reversing the hierarchy where their history is written from the perspective 

of Europeans.  In seeking to solve the mystery, Professor of Pre-Columbian studies, 

Gary Urton, warned about the reliability of Spanish written sources because their, 

“…histories were skewed by [their] beliefs and motivations.”2 For a fairer account of 
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Indigenous history, it is critical to encompass their worldviews. If the indigenous are to 

rise, there has to be a balanced record of their history. 

It is important to understand that when the history of one society is distorted by 

another, it has consequences for those it connects to in the present. Unfortunately, a 

Eurocentred perspective teaches young Indigenous people that their cultures and 

histories are worthless and, by extension, they are too. When such misrepresentations 

become amplified over time, they often grow more distorted. This can result further in 

harmful forms of racism and discrimination being baked into the structure of a society—

often with punishing consequences. An unfortunate result for Indigenous people is that 

the residue of past colonialism has produced widespread individual and systemic 

racism. Sadly, when minorities are racialized—that is, where one is simply categorized 

by race and not by one’s individual merits—it can have sweeping adverse impacts. 

This, regrettably, is the case for Australia’s Indigenous people. New genetic 

testing reveals that they are the earth’s oldest civilization—the grandmothers and 

grandfathers of humanity—stretching back into deep antiquity nearly 60,000 years.3 

Their ancient pedigree, however, did not stop mining giant Rio Tinto from blowing up 

their 46,000-year-old sacred sites in 2020.4 Can you imagine this being done to the 

comparatively recent Stonehenge in England, the coliseum in Italy, or the Acropolis in 

Greece? Many ask how such casual acts of wanton 

destruction could occur for  primeval treasures of 

human heritage. Perhaps the answer might be found 

in the first-of-its-kind study by the Australian 

National University which found that 75 percent of 

Australians held an unconscious biasi towards 

Indigenous Australians. The report author stated 

that such results were, “…shocking but not 

surprising…which is likely the cause of the racism 

that many First Australians experience [today].”5 

[Emphasis added]  

Such pervasive racism results from a 

culturally-skewed view of Indigenous Australian 

history that has been passed down through the 

dominant culture. This is a nation where the period 

known as the “killing times” (between 1794 and 

1928) witnessed 270 massacres that were part of a 

state-sanctioned and organized genocide of 

                                                           
i
 Unconscious biases are the underlying attitudes and stereotypes that people reflexively attribute to another 
person or group of people that affect how they understand and engage with a person or group. 

An 1888 drawing of a massacre by 
Queensland’s native police at Skull Hole, 

Mistake Creek, near Winton. A Norwegian 
scientist, Carl Lumholtz, drew it after being 
shown ‘a large number of skulls of natives 

who had been shot by the black police’ 
several years earlier.  

(Illustration: State Library of Queensland as 
reproduced from The Guardian.) 
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Indigenous people. Initially these actions were carried out by British soldiers, then by 

police and settlers—often acting together—and later by native police, working under the 

command of white officers, in militia-style forces supported by colonial governments.6 

Prominent sources refer to Austrailia’s national “cult of forgetfulness,” “conspiracy of 

silence,” or “dirty secret” over such atrocities.7 There Indigenous concerns about their 

traditional heritage are routinely subjegated to other interests such as corporations, 

environmental  groups, and governments. Today Rio Tinto is expected to destroy 124 

additional ancient Indigenous sites8, and mining giant BHP has similar plans for such 

sweeping heritage destruction—despite the outcry against it.9 

History can be skewed in dominant populations from inherent views passed 

through families and communities or more openly in written history. Harvard historian 

and author, Donald Yacovone, has exposed how white supremacy was taught 

throughout history in American schools. Citing a fifth grade textbook from his youth 

(1953), he noted how it downplayed slavery and sanitized the roles of whites. Whites 

were portayed as brave fighters for worthy principles, and Robert E. Lee (the General of 

the Confederates who fought to preserve slavery) was characterized as noble, gallant 

and heroic.10 Unfortunately, there is a similar lopsided view of Indigenous history in 

textbooks, media, and in academia. For example, pioneers and early archaeologists 

credited distant civilizations (such as Toltecs, Vikings, Welshmen, Hindus, and others) 

with building the ancient urbane city complex of Cahokiaii—now a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site near St Louis.11 How many other ancient sites such as the Inka fortress of 

Sacsayhuaman, the Nasca lines, or the ancient cities of Teotihuacán have been 

attributed in popular culture to non-Indigenous peoples and even aliens? 

In North America, the unconscious bias of early settlers skewed history and still 

encourages negative views of Indigenous people today. Take for example, the lasting 

impressions in popular culture that were made from initial trade interactions on the 

eastern seaboard. There Indigenous people were seasoned traders who often initiated 

trade by giving an item first—not as a gift, but as the opening salvo of an expected trade 

exchange. When an article of equivalent value was not returned, they simply took back 

what was offered. This misunderstanding resulted in the coining of the derogatory term 

“Indian giver.” When people in dominant society use this term today, it implies that the 

current population is untrustworthy and dishonest (as their fictional ancestors 

supposedly were). This stereotype, now an offensive playground insult, overlooks the 

                                                           
ii
 “Around 1100 or 1200 A.D., the largest city north of Mexico was Cahokia, sitting in what is now southern Illinois, 

across the Mississippi River from St. Louis. Built around 1050 A.D. and occupied through 1400 A.D., Cahokia had a 
peak population of between 25,000 and 50,000 people…[It] was composed of three boroughs (Cahokia, East St. 
Louis, and St. Louis) connected to each other via waterways and walking trails that extended across the Mississippi 
River floodplain for some 20 square km. Its population consisted of agriculturalists who grew large amounts of 
maize, and craft specialists who made beautiful pots, shell jewelry, arrow-points, and flint clay figurines.” Source: 
cite in paragraph. 
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misinterpretation of a custom of only one of the thousands of Indigenous groups in the 

Americas—instead applying this mis-characterization broadly to all today. 

 North American treaties are another well-known example where Europeans kept 

the written record to the egregious disadvantage of Indigenous people. They were, at 

the time of execution, entered into by Chiefs in the solemn 

spirit of honour and compromise. They could neither speak nor 

read English and were unrepresented by legal counsel. In the 

treaties, they agreed to give up vast swaths of their traditional 

territories in exchange for benefits and peace. They learned 

how differently the treaties would soon be “reinterpreted” 

because of pressure from colonists to acquire more land. One 

writer noted that, "Peace treaties were signed with every 

intention to violate them. When the Indians ‘grow secure 

uppon (sic) the treatie’, advised the Council of State in 

Virginia, ‘we shall have the better Advantage both to surprise 

them, and cutt downe theire Corne’.”12 Chief Red Cloud of the 

Oglala Lakota said that through the treaties the white men, 

“…made us many promises, but kept only one…[promising] to take our land and they 

did.” Succeeding generations were to learn how other treaty obligations for benefits 

would be similarly ignored. These outrageous acts of fraudulence were committed 

based on the “reliable” written records and law of Europeans. 

In this case, the Chiefs would definitely be morally warranted in coining the term 

“white giver”—since their land was taken and virtually nothing returned as was 

promised. Instead, they described “white men as speaking with 

forked-tongue” (a translation of an Indigenous idiom) since 

promising one thing and doing another was wholly inconsistent 

with the sense of honour in which the treaties were entered into. 

Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce said, “It does not require many 

words to speak the truth”—implying that if your heart is honest 

your actions should follow. To the treaty-making Chiefs, honour 

meant saying what you mean and doing what was promised both 

in spirit and deed. Such outrageous breaches of explicit written 

promises were inconceivable given that such behaviour would 

result in an unimaginable loss of face in their culture. Chief Black 

Hawk (1767-1838)13 of  the Sauk Tribe summed up such bald 

faced duplicity saying, “How smooth must be the language of the whites, when they can 

make right look like wrong, and wrong like right.”14 Given this record it is not surprising 

that Indigenous people are very mistrustful and resentful of how European chronicles 

have denigrated their history. 

Red Cloud 
Chief of Oglala Lakota 

(1868-1909) 

Chief Joseph 
Nez Perce (1840-1904) 
(Photo by Edward Curtis) 
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At the root of such misconceptions is the notion of ethnocentrism—the belief in 

the intrinsic superiority of the group to which one belongs. In this mindset, the 

“otherness” of an external culture makes it inferior and perhaps feared. It should be no 

surprise that ethnocentrism colours all relations given the primal tendency for people to 

favour what they know while disparaging those who are different. The records reflect 

that Indigenous nations were also ethnocentric. However, the difference was they were 

not bent on imposing their views on Europeans, nor were they the bias chroniclers of 

the dominant culture’s history. 

The European recorders of “Indigenous history” were bound together by a 

common culture, value system, and worldview shaped through the lens of Christianity. 

Religion was used as the primary tool of European Imperialism. The Church wielded 

enormous power and influence because the greatest fear of the time was literally going 

to hell. Immersed in the moral hubris of Christianity, Europeans simply assumed that 

they were superior to everyone else—creating a clear delineation between their 

“virtuous” societies and inferior heathen societies. After all, when you have God on your 

side, why bother to entertain or record an unrighteous view? As a result, the recorded 

history of Indigenous peoples was unconsciously steeped in the prejudices of the 

time15—an era when cultural Imperialism was the norm and where the powerful 

imposed their views and values on all others.  

It should not be surprising that such interpretations are often inconsistent with 

Indigenous perceptions of their history. When one understands how extraordinary the 

Indigenous gifts (that permeate every population in the modern world today) to the world 

are belittled or completely ignored, the record must be set straight. Therefore, much of 

what is officially thought to be “Indigenous history” is considered to be misleading and 

inaccurate. As a result, the public has a slanted view of Indigenous people—often 

morphing from one negative stereotype to another depending on the dominant society’s 

prejudices of the moment. Such distortions are found in the works of early scholars, 

later through educational texts, and more recently in electronic media.  

Besides the moral assumption of European superiority, the differences in cultures 

at that time caused both sides to underestimate the other. At the time of contact in the 

Americas, Europeans had no idea that there were so many highly sophisticated and 

magnificent civilizations with such incredibly intricate cultures. European views of the 

fantastically rich and diverse Indigenous societies were blinded by their single-minded 

lust for riches and their Christian arrogance. They did not know that an estimated one-

quarter of the world’s population existed in the Americas in fabulously distinct societies. 

Most colonizers in the Americas arrived after 95 percent of the population was already 

wiped out by disease—so they judged Indigenous people poorly based on the sad 

remnants from the world’s greatest ever pandemic. Unfortunately, this unflattering 

portrait of misinformed history continues to be perpetuated. 
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One enormous difference was in language. Across the Americas there were 

around 1200 separate languages classified into as many as 180 linguistic families. This 

can be compared to the mere four language families in all of Europe (i.e., Indo-

European, Finno-Ugric, Basque, and Turkic).16 In California alone, there are as many as 

86 tongues which (depending on the scheme used) have been classified into 5 to 15 

families. In the author’s home province of British Columbia alone, because of incredible 

natural resource richness, 30 completely different Indigenous languages arose.  

Notwithstanding such differences, it has been said that history matters because 

all people are living histories—speaking languages from complex cultures with traditions 

inherited from the past. History makes people who and what they are today. The 

problem is that dominant societies tend to impose their views (of everything including 

history) onto minority groups. This has resulted in an unconscious bias in dominant 

societies where it is assumed that their recorded view of Indigenous history is the only 

one. 

In fact, a commonly promoted view of Indigenous history is that there was no real 

history. Many scholars, wittingly or unwittingly, encouraged the view that they were so 

disorganized and uncivilized that their activities were hardly more significant than the 

animals that roamed the land—so what history could there be? This view is difficult for 

the author to square with his own Ts’msyen tribal culture possessing a powerful adawx 

(oral history) and ayaawx (laws and protocols) stretching over 14,000 years into 

antiquity. This, unfortunately, was the cultural lens of the era portraying, “Indigenous 

peoples of the Americas [as having] floated changelessly through the millennia until 

1492 [the arrival of Columbus]” suggesting that “real” history began from this point with 

the coming of “civilized” Europeans.17  

Charles C. Mann in his book 1491: New Revelations of the Americas before 

Columbus suggests that it was thought that Indigenous people lacked what social 

scientists call agency—that is, the capacity to act independently and to make their own 

free choices. He states that, “Positive or negative…[the view was they were] not actors 

in their own right but passive recipients of whatever windfalls or disasters happenstance 

put in their way.” In other words, it propagated the notion that Indigenous people were 

hardly more significant than beasts—lacking the material culture to leave a perceptible 

impact on the environment.  

Rather than be exclusionary, it just makes good sense that the diverse 

abundance of other cultures should be woven into a richer mosaic for all human history. 

Such perspectives bring a wealth of knowledge and wisdom that may be invaluable 

ultimately to the longevity of humankind. Since history is always written from a particular 

time and from the recorder’s cultural perspective, objectivity can be challenging, but it 

doesn’t mean this cannot be balanced with contemporary Indigenous perspectives. For 
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example, at one time slavery—owning another person—was thought to be a right of the 

privileged. Now, however, it is abhorred because the exploitation and dehumanization of 

people is simply wrong. 

In discussing the valuable contributions of the Indigenous of the Americas, 

Professor Jack Weatherford suggests that this doesn’t mean that we must abandon our 

search for truth through history. Instead, by viewing the world from the mosiac of many 

cultures we might arrive at a better understanding that can lead to a more balanced 

view. He suggests further that, “Culture is relative, truth is not ….the history of the 

American Indians helps us to understand our own story because their achievements, 

deeds, and influence persists in us: in the food we eat, the government we create, the 

money we use, and the clothes we wear…the influence of American Indians is now 

universal; their achievements spread from Timbuktu to Tuva, from Berlin to 

Beijing…Recognizing the greatness of a people does nothing to diminish the 

achievments of another.18 [emphasisi added] Furthermore, focussing on one cultural 

perspective deprives dominant cultures of valuable and insightful ways of seeing the 

world—worldviews that may be important the survival of humankind as a whole. 

Indigenous Oral History 

The Indian needs no writings; words that are true sink deep into his heart where they remain in silence. 

—Chief Four Guns, Oglala Lakota 

Indigenous societies largely use the oral transmission of stories, histories, 

lessons and other knowledge to maintain a historical record and sustain their cultures 

and identities. Creation stories, connections to traditional territories, kinship structures, 

accounts of historical events and characters, traditional ecological knowledge, 

teachings, language and culture have all been been preserved for millennia in this 

manner. The alleged problem with Indigenous oral history from the perspective of 

Europeans, is that it was considered unreliable. Since oral histories often carry their 

content and message in the form of folk-like stories, they are sometimes belittled as 

fanciful or childish myths or traditions. Questions are also posed as to whether oral 

historians memories are accurate, and, if so, do they appropriately represent the event 

purportedly described.  

While there are good reasons to be wary of the precision of oral history, its 

accuracy is now being confirmed by research.19 Indigenous oral history, however, is not 

simply folklore, gossip, hearsay, or rumor. The recollection of tribal history is often 

subject to stringent protocols, deep codes of honour, and verfication by tribal knowledge 

keepers.20 Since knowledge is power, it is maintained and preserved by select curators 

who have passed the highest level of initiation and have proven their worth. The 

admissibility of such Indigenous oral history is now recognized in litigation by the 
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Supreme Court of Canada where hearsay and best evidence rules have been 

reinterpreted in light of the historical realities of authoritative Indigenous knowledge.iii  

Indigenous elders have disclosed how they encode their knowledge in song, 

dance, story and place. (In considering place, landscape features, ceremonial sites, 

abstract designs, and star maps are used as memory spaces to link to a memory.)21 

Scientists have recently suggested that Indigenous “folklore” could be the oldest and 

most accurate oral history in the world—in one instance surviving for over 300 

generations. Recently, Dr. Nick Reid, a linguist at the University of New England, has 

established the astounding accuracy of the ancient stories of Australia’s Aborigines—

one of the most diverse and mysterious civilizations in the world. It turns out that 18 

traditional Aboriginal stories coincided with true geological events such as the sea level 

rise that occurred at the end of the last ice age around 10,000 years ago.22 Several 

recent discoveries on the northwest coast of British Columbia also validate Indigenous 

historical oral accounts. An Indigenous village of the Heiltsuk people was just 

discovered that existed 10,000 years before the ancient pyramids of Egypt were built. 

Over 14,000 years ago, their oral history told of a strip of coastal land that was habitable 

during the ice age.iv Similarly, scientific evidence now appears to confirm the Haisla 

people settled in Kitamaat at least 14,000 years ago following the “kelp highway” as 

revealed in their oral history.23 These are examples of accurate oral history that have 

survived for over an incredible 400 generations!24  

There are many other interesting cases where Indigenous oral history is 

confirming scientific knowledge—where science is finally catching up to traditional 

knowledge. Marine scientists have recognized the oral history of Indigenous people as a 

new element to their ocean scientific data realizing, “…the treasure trove of knowledge 

gathered by coastal Indigenous people over thousands of years.”25 In Northern 

Australia, with the advent of destructive annual forest fires, Western science has finally 

clued in to how “firehawks”—kites and falcons—intentionally carry burning sticks to 

spread fire to increase their feeding opportunities from fleeing insects, rodents and 

reptiles. In this case, the scientists who completed the study grounded their research in 

the oral history and traditional Indigenous ecological knowledge of the the Alawa, 

MalakMalak, Jawoyn and other Indigenous peoples of northern Australia.26  

Similarly, archaeologists and environmental scientists are just discovering how 

the Kwakwaka'wakw people of British Columbia developed a sophisticated 

                                                           
iii
 Since oral history constitutes hearsay evidence in court, parties wishing to rely on it must demonstrate that it is 

both necessary and reliable. Oral history evidence has been divided into three categories: (i) creation stories; (ii) 
genealogical stories; and (iii) stories of past practices, events, customs or traditions. Each category brings with it 
unique issues of necessity and reliability. 
iv
 As a matter of incidental interest, in the author’s traditional territory of the Coastal Ts’msyen, there is a known 

village site from that era as well. 

https://doi.org/10.2993/0278-0771-37.4.700
https://doi.org/10.2993/0278-0771-37.4.700
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understanding of their marine ecology. In one case creating the elegant solution of 

“clam gardens,” a technique used for thousands of years to significantly increase 

shellfish productivity and resource security (with minimal environmental footprint).27 

Even more ancient is the discovery (though not based on oral history) that Australia’s 

Indigenous people were the world’s first bakers and grain farmers—20,000 years before 

this developed in Egypt! Some archaelogists have also speculated that their fish traps 

may be 40,000 years old—which would be the oldest known human construction.28 

Today the laws and histories of Indigenous peoples (formerly without writing 

systems) are still passed down by oral tradition (which is now being recorded). This 

follows the pattern of all other ancient cultures in the world before writing was 

common—as exemplified by Homer’s Iliad and the Odyssey. Some other well-known 

works are likewise deeply connected to oral tradition such as the Judeo-Christian Bible, 

the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh, and the medieval English Beowulf.  

Even in circumstances where Indigenous history was recorded through written 

notation, it was misunderstood, destroyed, or simply ignored.29 In Mexico in 1800 

B.C.E., the Olmec were the first technologically complex culture who recorded their 

histories in accordion-folded “books” of fig tree bark paper.30 Later, the Mayans 

produced 27 bark paper (or deerhide) books (also called codices) that contained 

historical accounts, astronomical observations, and sacred instructions for priests. 

These apparently were beautifully illustrated and passed down through the centuries 

among the elite and priestly classes.  

In an act of wanton zealotry, Franciscan monk Diego de Landa burned the 

Mayan books with 5,000 other artifacts in a ceremony similar to the Spanish Inquisition. 

Much later de Landa said of his horrific cultural destruction that: 

These people also made use of certain characters or letters, with which they 

wrote in their books their ancient matters and their sciences, and by these and by 

drawings and by certain signs in these drawings, they understood their affairs 

and made others understand them and taught them. We found a large number of 

books in these characters and, as they contained nothing in which there were not 

to be seen superstition and lies of the devil, we burned them all, which they 

regretted to an amazing degree, and which caused them much affliction.31 

Today it is unknown what ancient Indigenous knowledge was lost in this tragic incident 

meant to erase Mayan physical culture from history—an act which is suggested as 

being akin to burning the Great Library of Alexandria. 

In other cases, Indigenous writing systems and associated knowledge were too 

complex to decipher, or were simply ignored by European colonizers uninterested in the 

advanced learning of heathen societies. How, after all, could pagans have anything to 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bible
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Epic-of-Gilgamesh
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Beowulf
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teach them (besides personal hygiene perhaps)? Nonetheless, current researchers are 

just learning to decode Indigenous history and knowledge whether it comes from Maya 

glyphs, Aztec codices, Anishinaabe birch bark scrolls, Mi’kmaq hieroglyphic writing, Inka 

khipu (knot writing), or Pacific Northwest totem poles—uncovering invaluable insights 

and unique perspectives. 

Indigenous Ethnocentrism and History 

All things are subject to interpretation…[what] prevails at a given time is a function of power, not truth. 
— Friedrich Nietzsche 

Notwithstanding cultural differences, at the time of contact, Indigenous people 

were not ungrateful dupes who capitulated to a superior people as is often told. For 

example, in meeting the famous Chief Maquinna on the west coast of Vancouver Island 

in 1778, English Captain John Meares described the chief as being, “…extremely well 

made and possessing a countenance that interested all those who saw him,” and in 

1785 Alexander Walker said he was, “…most intelligent…[and] shrewd.”32 Apparently, 

Maquinna wasn’t the least bit intimidated by the new foreigners, “…handling white 

society with an easy grace…[and when invited to formallly dine, observed] table 

manners and sipped a glass of wine with self assurance and dignity.”33 He was most 

astute, corralling the highly lucrative fur trade and using the steady flow of wealth to 

enhance his rank and social status (through feasting and potlatching). After Maquinna 

captured Englishmen John Jewitt as a slave, Jewitt was introduced to people from a 

related village, many of whom had not seen a white man before. They were excited and 

delighted to meet him, but thought that his whiteness made him look like a seal. They 

also requested that he take off his blue jacket and trousers since they seemed so jarring 

and bizarre to their sense of proper dress.34  

In fact, Indigenous people were frequently unimpressed with the first white 

people they met. Once they got to know Europeans, they often viewed them with 

contempt. Charles C. Mann noted a missionary report where the Wendat (Huron) in 

Ontario thought the French were not intelligent, physically weak, sexually untrustworthy, 

atrociously ugly, and just plain smelly. Since it was common for many to have never 

taken a bath in their lives, Europeans were surprised by the Indigenous interest in 

personal hygeine—leaving Indigenous people to wonder who the “dirty savages” really 

were. Mann noted further that a Jesuit reported that Indigenous were disgusted with 

handkerchiefs, asking how they could wrap snot—something they expelled to the 

ground—in a fine piece of linen, and place it into their pockets as something precious. 

Apparently, the Mi’kmaq in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia also scoffed at the idea of 

European superiority asking, “If Christian civilization was so wonderful, why were the 

inhabitants all trying to settle somewhere else?”35  
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Prolific author Peter C. Newman summarized how the English, conversely, 

thought of Indigenous people as inferior, treacherous, barbaric and fickle. In the 

European mind, being a pagan, torturing prisoners and allowing women to go naked, 

were serious indictments of their civility. This view required Europeans to ignore some 

of their own ghastly and painful forms of torture such as the Judas Cradle, the Saw 

Torture, the Pear of Anguish, the Breaking Wheel, the Iron Chair, the Head Crusher, the 

Rat Torture, the Coffin Torture, the Breast Stripper, and the Knee Splitter.36 These 

descriptions may suggest some images of horrific contraptions, but fully understanding 

how they were intended to exacerbate pain would be unimaginable to most. Newman 

suggests further that the, “…traits [paganism, torture and nakedness were] considered 

decidedly un-English and therefore “savage” and beyond the pale. (Ironically, many so-

called civilized Englishmen referred to Scottish Highlanders as “savages” well into the 

eighteenth century.)”37 

Conversely, Newman also offers an interesting anecdote illustrating Indigenous 

views of European society. American painter George Caitlin who guided a group of 

Indigenous people through Paris in the early 1840 has provided this. Caitlin revealed 

that: 

The natives were not particularly overawed by large buildings nor wildly 

impressed by the carriages and litters; they managed to suppress any sign of 

enthusiasm for white women and retained their dignity even when pawed over by 

various impertinent royal personages assembled to inspect them—but were 

utterly flabbergasted by the way Parisian women treated their 

dogs…unable to understand the affection showered on the pooches when 

they had seen orphanages filled with unwanted children.38 [Emphasis added] 

Later, a dozen Chipewyan were taken on a tour of England in 1848. All but three died of 

pneumonia (and from, purportedly, English cooking). In retrospect, it may have been a 

good thing that Indigenous people were not the dominant culture and recorders of 

European history. 

A Glimpse of Real Indigenous History 

Truth is stranger than fiction, but it is because fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities; Truth isn’t. 
— Mark Twain 

Abundant evidence reveals that the stereotype of Indigenous people surviving 

merely as wandering nomads is clearly inaccurate. Continually unfolding discoveries 

challenge the misleading notion that the Americas—representing one-third of the 

world’s landmass—was largely untouched by its Indigenous inhabitants. The academic 

community has generally belittled and downplayed the advancement, accomplishments, 

and population estimates of Indigenous peoples. There are ongoing findings of the 
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ancient Americas that include a myriad of sophisticated cultures. There were hundreds 

of vibrant cities, roadways, canals, massive earthen pyramids, extensive trade 

networks, and fabulously beautiful art, and intriguing religious traditions. However, 

focussed on plunder, these matters were of no value to Europeans. Also given there 

was no surviving written record, much of this fascinating information was destined to 

remain a mystery until the present day.  

Around 3,500 years ago, the ancient master-planned city at Poverty Point 

(hidden in Lousiana bayous) was designed with exceptional engineering skills (existing 

from about 1730 to 1350 BCE). It included one of the oldest pyramids ever built and 

lasted for over 1,000 years. They also established a large trade network throughout 

what is now eastern United States. In comparison, over 3,000 years ago the Adena 

culture (800 BCE to 1 CE) had wide-ranging influence—they were known for the conical 

burial mounds, their shared concept of an afterlife, and may have been the world’s first 

tobacco smokers. The Hopewell culture (200 BCE to 500 CE), on the other hand, was a 

civilization that thrived for 700 years with a continent-spanning trade network, an 

intriguing arts tradition, and with a knowledge of astronomy and mathematics that 

allowed them to build massive earthenwork complexes and geometric patterns in what 

is now Ohio. They flourished along the northeastern and midwestern Eastern 

Woodlands and though they were chiefly in 

southern Ohio, they had related groups in 

Michigan, Wisconsin, Indiana, Iowa, Illinois, 

Kansas, New York and Pennsylvania. 

At its apex, the Mississippian 

civilization (700 CE to 1500 CE) had a 

metropolis known as Cahokia, the largest 

ancient city in what is now the U.S. and 

Canada. 1,000 years before European contact, it was the biggest and most influential 

urban settlement with a population over 40,000 (by comparison in 1086 CE London had 

a population of 18,00039). It was located directly across the Mississippi River from 

modern St. Louis, and was an enormous and elaborately planned community. The 

archaeological evidence leaves no question that it was a complex and sophisticated 

society. It had an intriguing and intricate stratified social organization, and complex 

burial and religious practices. The Mississippian culture developed advanced societies 

across much of the central and southeastern United Statesv, and had its own extensive 

trade network and distinctive arts. Their massive Mounds are among the world’s largest 

pyramids, and are considered the largest and most complex archaeological sites north 

of the great pre-Columbian cities in Mexico. After the fall of Cahokia, the wider 

                                                           
v
 In what are now the states of Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, 

and Ohio, with scattered extensions northward into Wisconsin and Minnesota and westward into the Great Plains.  

Painting of City of Cohokia 
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Mississipian civilization flourished across eastern North American through thousands of 

pyramid building communities with a population in the millions. It died out around 100 

years before contact, obscuring a present-day understanding of who they were. 

The Hohokam people (200 to 1400 CE) in present-day Arizona were masters of 

the desert. They had fabulous artworks, governed through cooperative decision-making 

with strong centralized leadership, and produced extensive public architecture. They 

were surprisingly adept hydraulic designers developing over 700 miles of the most 

highly-engineered irrigation system for the time. The lived in what is present-day central 

and southern Arizona, largely along the Gila and Salt rivers.  

The ancestral Peublo were the dominant culture of the southwest who lived in 

compact permanent settlements known as 

pueblos (meaning “village” in Spanish)—

from small farmsteads to settlements with 

thousands of people. Their cultural 

adaptation to their environment was dictated 

by their scarce resource base and their 

societies are thought to contain elements of 

the Mongollon Culture, the Hohokam 

Culture, and the Ancestral Puebolan Culture. 

Their settlements were built in apartment-like 

room block patterns. The Chaco Phenomenon (as it is known) in Chaco Canyon is 

touted as the most sophisticated architecture built in ancient North America. There they 

erected 14 Great Houses, four Great Kivas, hundreds of smaller settlements, an 

extensive road system, and a far-reaching trade network. The were also skilled 

astronomers who incorporated astronomical alignments into their architecture.  

If the cedar of Pacific Northwest tribes (those people of British 

Columbia, Washington state, and parts 

of Alaska) had the lasting quality of Mayan 

sandstone, there would be abundant 

evidence of bustling waterfront settlements 

with hundreds of enormous longhouses. 

Some were recorded to be over 150 feet in 

length, and Chief Seattle had a longhouse 

over 500 feet long40. There were also 

immense, haunting, gigantic, beautiful, 

intricately and deeply-carved wooden totem 

pole sculptures, and massive sea-going 

canoes that connected the people to a 

The Potlatch 
Painting by Tsimshian artist Bill Helin showing longhouse 

front with cedar canoes and totem poles in the foreground 

Photos of Chaco Canyon dwelling (insert arial view) 
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dynamic trade network. Unlike all other advanced societies that developed from 

agriculture, the abundance of the environment allowed their progressive development 

from nature’s bounty alone. There were hundreds of linguistically diverse and 

fantastically complex cultures along the Pacific Northwest with sophisticated systems for 

resource distribution and trade, and innovative methods of food storage.  

The bison hunter tribes of the Great Plains and the Canadian Prairies adapted to 

horse culture with blinding speed, established their own unique cultures, profound 

philosophies and distinct ways of living. On the other hand, eastern tribes had continent-

spanning trade networks, and enormous longhouses (some Iroquois longhouses were 

over 250 feet in length). They also cultivated crops, and had ornate cultural customs 

and political structures (which were the inspiration for the U.S. democracy and 

constitution) under which their distinct societies flourished.  

There also were the vast array of incredibly advanced civilizations encountered in 

Mesoamerica and South America. In their 

time, many of the world’s oldest, biggest 

and most opulent cities were located there. 

The Mayan and Inca civilizations may be 

the most well-known, but there were other 

extraordinary examples. For example, when 

the Spanish entered the capital city of the 

Aztec Empire, Tenochtitlan41 (now the 

center of Mexico City), they were utterly 

dazzled by its sophistication. It was bigger 

than Europe’s greatest metropolis at the 

time, Paris. Charles Mann suggests the Spanish gawked like “slack-jawed” yokels at the 

wide streets, ornately carved buildings, and markets bright with goods from hundreds of 

miles away. He noted further that: 

Boats flitted like butterflies around three grand causeways that linked 

Tenochtitlan to the mainland. Long aqueducts conveyed water from the distant 

mountains across the lake into the city. Even more astounding than the great 

temples, immense banners, and colorful promenades were the botanical 

gardens—none existed in Europe. The same novelty attended the force of a 

thousand men that kept the crowded streets immaculate. (Streets that were not 

ankle deep in sewage! The conquistadors had never conceived of such a 

thing.)42 

An early model of another very advanced development is the centre of a large 

government known as Tiwanaku (500 to 1000 CE) located on Lake Titicaca that crosses 

the Peru-Bolivia border. In 1000 C.E. the city had a population of 115,000 with an 

Painting showing the splendor of Tenochtitlan that the Spanish 
saw 
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estimated quarter of a million people in the surrounding countryside—apparently 

numbers that Paris would not reach for another five centuries.43 Mann advises that it 

became a bustling trade center, “Flush with wealth…swelling into a marvel of terraced 

pyramids and grand monuments. Stone breakwaters extended far out into Lake 

Titicaca, thronged with long-prowed boats made of reeds. With its running water, closed 

sewers, gaudily painted walls, Tiwanaku was among the world’s most impressive 

cities.”44 The most ancient city of the Americas was Caral (2600-2000 BCE) in the Supe 

Valley in central Peru. With its complex of temples, amphitheatre, and housing, it is 

characterized as the oldest urban center in the Americas (but this claim is now being 

challenged with the discovery of other ancient sites in that area). It is also most 

interesting to note that an incredible finding of a 12,500-year-old prehistoric Indigenous 

rock art (8 miles long and in some areas so high that they could only be viewed by 

drones!) has recently been discovered in Columbia—hailed as the “Sistine Chapel of 

the ancients.” This is an astounding finding of art in the Amazon rainforest portrays 

many animals that are known to be extinct such as the mastodon; and with lizards, fish, 

turtles, birds, and people dancing and holding hands.45 

In the light of such basic evidence, it is ludicrous to suggest that Indigenous 

people were so primitive that they lacked social agency—that they had no impact on the 

environment and no history. For Indigenous people the mere assertion of this speaks to 

the unconscious bias, wilful blindness and poor understanding of their ancestor’s 

dynamic history. As will be discussed later, a new study has concluded that Indigenous 

people were cultivating so much land when they disappeared from European-introduced 

disease, that huge tracts of land became overgrown (taking so much CO2 out of the 

atmosphere) leading to the Little Ice Age of the 17th century. In the face of such 

extraordinary examples of magnificent culture and sophistication, the world is 

immeasurably enriched and further advanced. With a more balanced view of this history 

global knowledge and history is enriched by these extraordinary examples. 

How the Ethnocentric History of Dominant Cultures Harms Minorities 

The world in which you were born is just one model of reality. Other cultures are not failed attempts at being you; 
they are unique manifestations of the human spirit. 

— Wade Davis 

Historically, and in the popular media now, the view of Indigenous people in the 

Americas has morphed from one misleading stereotype to another. Blood thirsty 

savages and the Vanishing Indianvi became the Noble Savage, and later the Hollywood 

Indian became the Crying (environmental) Indian. Author Thomas King suggests that 

“Dead Indians” are what the contemporary public often sees as a result of this biased 

                                                           
vi
 The “Vanishing Indian,” was a sentimentalized ideal, another a myth-history of the 18th and 19th centuries that 

depicted Indigenous Americans as a vanishing race incapable of adapting to the new American civilization.  
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history. He describes these as, “…the stereotypes and cliches…conjured up out of 

experience and out of collective imagines and fears….[looking past modern Indigenous 

people and instead seeing] war bonnets, beaded shirts, fringed deerskin dresses, 

loinclothes, headbands, feathered lances, tomahawks, face paint, and bone 

chokers…[and other] bits of cultural debris.”46 Interestingly, King suggests further that 

Dead Indians persist today because they are the only antiquity of North America  

(Europe having Greece and Rome, China its dynasties, etc.). Ironically, Dead Indians 

also validate the European sense of place and history in the Americas despite distorting 

perceptions of modern day Indigenous people. 

These issues are important now because they can translate into various harms 

such as unconscious bias. It can result in individual racism which is familiar to most 

people. Another type of harmful bias is institutional racism (also referred to as systemic 

racism). This is prejudice perpetrated by social and political establishments such as 

learning institutions, police forces, hospitals, courts, military, the medical system, or 

bureaucracy. It can negatively impact the bulk of people belonging to a racial group. For 

example, recently in British Columbia it was discovered that health care workers in 

several hospitals played a game in which emergency room staff guessed the alcohol 

levels of incoming Indigenous patients.47 In another incident in Quebec, a 37-year-old 

mother of seven, Joyce Echaquan, screamed for help as she lay dying in the Joliette 

hospital. Health-care workers told her she was “dumb as hell,” that she was better off 

dead, and was, “better to f*ck than for anything else.”48 As she died, the reason the 

racism was discovered was because she was recording the incident on her cell phone. 

It turns out that this is also a common kind of racism for African Americans throughout 

the United States.49 Of course the structural racism pervading police forces as 

witnessed by the grotesque killing of George Floyd also permeates the treatment of 

Indigenous and other people of colour as well. 

   Often these impacts are invisible to those in the dominant culture. While there 

are some forms of political correctness that are simply semantic silliness, it is another 

matter when a repeated attitude leads to racial profiling, excessive police brutality, 

uninvestigated violence and murders (such as those being protested by the Black Lives 

Matter movement). While Indigenous people are hugely overrepresented in prisons, and 

Indigenous women and girls have gone missing or been murdered in droves, the 

dominant society has been reluctant to truly address these issues. Indigenous people 

also experience a more subtle kind of racism referred to as microaggression.50 Some 

seek to diminish Indigenous concerns about these matters as crusades of political 

correctness, but they only need to experience such bigotry once to understand how 

degrading it feels. Emotionally it conveys the notion that your language, family, 

ancestors, and many of your friends are worthless—the culture that one comes from or 
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the color of your skin somehow makes you a lesser human being than those in the 

dominant culture.  

The reality is that Indigenous societies share with all ethnicities a spectrum of 

good and bad. Seeing Indigenous people only through the historical lens of European 

history or current racist verbal (or image) clichés—whether hostile or sympathetic—

distorts reality. In doing this, it prevents a balanced understanding of who Indigenous 

people actually were, and are today. Unfortunately, much of what is written and 

portrayed in popular media about Indigenous people is wrong, misleading, and often 

offensive—tainted by the inherent racism of a less enlightened time, or a modern media 

eager to project a simple consumer-palatable image.  

For instance, while the influence of early colonizers in America is positively 

depicted, the contributions of Indigenous people are often belittled, or overlooked. The 

stories about “how the West was won,” or how “Columbus discovered America” are 

often projected as common history, but are far removed from the Indigenous view of a 

real, or fair representation of their history. Columbus is certainly no hero to Indigenous 

people since he introduced the planet’s most deadly disease pandemic ever (wiping out 

95% of one-quarter of the world’s population at the time).51 He went on to murder, 

enslave, and mistreat the Indigenous of the Caribbean Islands. The records reveal that 

he is both a mass killer and father of the slave trade. According to several sources, 

three years after he returned (in 1493) with a force of 17 ships, through slavery and 

mass-extermination of the Indigenous Taino (an Arawak people) and Carib populations, 

five million were dead.52  

Catholic priest, Bartolomé de las Casas, transcribed Columbus’ journals and later 

wrote about the genocidal violence he had witnessed. In his multi-volume book, the 

History of the Indies, he said, "There were 60,000 people living on this island, including 

the Indians; so that from 1494 to 1508, over 3,000,000 people had perished from war, 

slavery, and the mines. Who in future generations will believe this? I myself writing it as 

a knowledgeable eyewitness can hardly believe it."53 In another account, he recorded 

that in one day the Spaniards dismembered, beheaded, or raped 3,000 people, cut off 

the legs of children that ran from them, poured boiling soap down their throats, made 

bets who could cut a person in half in one slice of the sword, loosed starving dogs that, 

“devoured an Indian like a hog…in less than a moment,” and used nursing infants for 

dog food.54 Columbus’ own correspondence revealed that he viewed the Indigenous 

people as commodities comparing the market value of a female sex slave to a piece of 

farmland. Apparently, he exported many Indigenous women and children as sex slaves 

(some as young as 9 years old).55 The word hurricane is derived from the Taino word 

"Huricán," their god of evil which can also mean the violent rath of the spirits. Surely, 

those welcoming people could never have imagined that Columbus would bring a most 

destructive hurricane almost wiping them off the face of the earth.   

https://www.irishcentral.com/topic/catholic
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It is also seldom told how Indigenous people ensured the survival of the initial 

European settlers.vii According to author James Daschuk, new studies show that, “…it 

was the Europeans who were dependent on [Indigenous] people for their survival [not 

vice versa as is often portrayed].”56 Another source noted that, “…Although none of the 

settlers would have survived winter without native help, they soon set out to expel and 

exterminate the Indians….In the spring of 1612, some English colonists found life 

among the friendly and generous natives attractive enough to leave Jamestown, ‘… 

being idell did runne away unto the Indyans,’ to live among them.”57 From the 

Indigenous perspective, they provided the first social safety net to starving colonials—

food and knowledge being akin to modern day welfare payments and food stamps. In 

the same manner, the invaluable miltary role played by tribes is also often diminished. 

In their day, powerful Indigenous military forces frequently determined the fate of 

European colonizing nations. Without these contributions, the West never may have 

been “won” and the Americas might be a very different place today. 

Interestingly, in some respects, the plethora of Indigenous historical stereotypes 

and misinformation is comparable to those created by the English towards the Irish, 

Scots and Welsh. While in Ireland in 1185, Gerald of Wales wrote that the Irish are, 

“…truly barbarous people…[living] like animals.”58 In the 

16th and 17th centuries, there was little change to the Irish 

stereotype as a “loathsome half-human savage.”59 These 

horrific racist characterizations were to subsequently 

take hold in America where the Irish were seen as 

disease-ridden threats to employment. In the Famine of 

the 1840s, the starving Irish poor were brought as ballast 

(in the most inhumane conditions) in English “coffin ships” 

that would return to Britain ballasted with cargos of goods. 

By 1852, approximately 1 million perished, and another 2 million abandoned 

Ireland.60 Similarly, in the 16th century the Scots (particularly in the Gaelic speaking 

Highlands) were characterized as lawless, savages. Previously, Roman historians and 

others created the myth that Scots were cannibals which perpetuated anti-Scottish 

sentiment (with other racist images) through the ages.61 Similar attitudes were also 

spread of the Welsh.62 Like the Indigenous people of the Americas, the English views of 

superiority over their Celtic neighbors translated into horrific actions against them. They 

were brutally expelled from their traditional lands which they had occupied for 

generations: the Irish during the Potato Famine era, and Scottish during the Highland 

Clearances era. Apparently, much of the monies used to forcibly evict the Highlanders 

were earned through the slave trade.63 It is not surprising today to hear Irish or Scottish 

                                                           
vii

 The colonialists were orginally mostly town folk who were unfamiliar with agriculture or how to subsist in the 
new environment. In a pattern that was repeated throughout all early European settlements in North America, 
Indigenous people generously provided the newcomers both food and critical knowledge.  

English stereotype of Irish as monkeys,  
and incendiary drunks that was carried 

into early America 
(By Thomas Nast considered the “Father of 

the American Cartoon”) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald_of_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Gaelic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Highlands
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people refer to these acts as early forms of “ethnic cleansing” or a “holocaust” resulting 

in the deliberate starvation, slavery and the expulsion that led to an estimated 50 

percent loss of their populations.64  

Today, ethnic slurs towards Indigenous people are 

common such as Prairie Niggers (those Indigenous of the Great 

Plains), Redskins, Squaws, Timber Niggers, Wagon Burners, 

and Indian Givers. Such racism continues to be routinely 

normalized against Indigenous people in the form of images or 

names for mascots, costumes, vehicles, and U.S. military 

weapons. These have become so common that most in dominant 

society do not see it as racism. Such hurtful caricatures appear to 

be etched—subliminally or directly—on the psyches of many 

during childhood. Teams use images to supposedly “honor” Indigenous people, but 

many find them vulgar and insulting. The Cleveland MLB 

team called the Indians used as their logo a grotesque 

grinning red-faced “Indian” named Chief Wahoo, and a NFL 

team called themselves Redskins. The name Redskins 

sounds innocuous enough until one understands that the 

term originated from practice of settlers collecting bloody 

Indigenous scalps for bounty in the late 1800s (at one point 

$200 was the bounty for each person killed65). These types 

of images demean and dehumanize Indigenous people—

conflating the enormous number of varied and distinct tribes 

and nations across the Americas into an offensive 

caricature.viii Such images and practices strike the same 

racist cord as Aunt Jemima and Uncle Ben’s images on food products for African 

Americans—promoting a stereotype of simplicity, slavery, and inferiority.  

Besides demeaning and dehumanizing Indigenous people such current and 

historical misrepresentations generate racist sentiments towards Indigenous people in 

the form of unconcious bias. As the Black Lives Matter Movement has shown, when you 

are not seen as a person, the potential for violence against you increases. The National 

Inquiry into Missing Indigenous Women and Girls in Canada (which investigated the 

disappearance of over 4,000 women) concluded that what connected the deaths of the 

Indigenous women, “…is colonial violence, racism and oppression.”66  

                                                           
viii

 The author lived in a neighborhood once where an imitation totem pole stood at the entrance to it. It was 
common for local people to hang garage sale and other such mundane signs on it. It was often wondered how non-
Indigenous people might feel if this was done to a Christian cross. 

Former Cleveland Indians 
logo of “Chief Wahoo” 

(retired in 2018) 

Packaging that promotes racial 
stereotypes of Aunt Jemima as the a 

black mammy and Uncle Ben 
invoking notions of plantation slavery 

(now retired) 

(now retired) 
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In Germany, the Jews were demonized to unite the population in a common 

racism that resulted in the horrendous violence of the holocaust. Similarly, in other 

countries around the world today, minorities are being degraded and used as whipping 

dogs for the political elite from the dominant culture. Such attitudes have real 

consequences. Minorities acutely feel the venomous sting of such racist attitudes and 

slurs causually applied to them. Those in the dominant society who may unwittingly hold 

such views should get off the hamster wheel of wilful blindness, or in some cases, 

denial—a small effort can have a big impact for Indigenous people and other minorities. 

Correcting these distortions begins through investing the time required to intentionally 

understand how misleading history can harm minorities.  
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Chapter 2 

Myths and Misconceptions 
 

I therefore claim to show, not how men think in myths, but how myths operate in men's minds without their being 
aware of the fact.  

— Claude Levi-Strauss 

This chapter will deal with five popular myths of Western Imperialist history. 

These myths are examined because they are simply wrong and offensive. Such 

historical misrepresentation doesn’t just create emotional hurt, but contributes to racism. 

As well, I share with professor Jack Weatherford the purpose of bringing Indigenous 

people “out of academic [and popular] apartheid and back into world history” 

recognizing their real inherent cultural genius that has made the world a better place.67  

MYTH ONE: Columbus Discovered the Americas 

Perhaps, after all, America never has been discovered. I myself would say that it had been merely detected. 
— Oscar Wilde 

Imagine how you might feel if the country where you lived honoured the person 

who slaughtered your ancestors with a federal holiday. It would be like advising Jews 

that Hitler Day recognizes his special achievements while downplaying the holocaust. 

This is exactly how Indigenous people feel about Columbus and the persistent myth that 

he “discovered” America.68 The truth is that Columbus did not discover the Americas in 

any of his four separate trips since he only set foot on a few Carribean islands. There is 

the further problem of “discovering” a landmass already occupied by an estimated 100 

million Indigenous people.69 The absurdity of this claim may be understood better by 

imagining colonization in reverse. What if an Indigenous expedition landed in the 

Canary Islands mistakenly thinking they had found Europe. Completely ignoring the 

population that existed there, the Indigenous expedition leader would be known from 

that time forward as the “discoverer” of Europe, and Europeans would be recognized 

subsequently as “Canarians.” If the Indigenous leader was responsible for wantonly 

enslaving, slaughtering, and brutally colonizing Europeans, their descendants might not 

feel so great about living in a country celebrating a national holiday in his name. 

Columbus, in the hopes of capturing greater riches from cargoes of silks, spices, 

porcelain, and other exotic goods, stumbled into the Caribbean while looking for a 

western route to the East Indies70. It is now well-known that, to his dying days, he 

thought the Carribean was Asia, the exotic lands described by Marco Polo in his 

writings.  This route was taken because early traders placed a priority on finding an 

alternate path to the perilous and circuitous route eastward from Europe around the 

Cape of Good Hope. Understanding that the earth was a sphere71, Columbus reckoned 

that a new and more efficient course to the East Indies might be found by sailing 
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southwesterly across the Atlantic (at a time when the land mass of the Americas were 

unknown to Europeans72). It turns out, in doing this; he greatly underestimated the 

circumference of the earth.  

Following this course, he ran directly into present day Bahamas. However, since 

he believed he landed in the East Indies73, the Indigenous people of the Bahamas74 

(and subsequently those of the island Hispaniola) were mistakenly called indios 

(Spanish for Indians)—thinking they were East Indians. This term came to be used to 

describe all of the Indigenous people of the Americas. Presently, the description 

“Indians” is considered offensive by most Indigenous people (though it is still used 

commonly in the United States) since it ignores the actual names for who they are while 

erroneously applying the name of a people of a distant continent. This has led to the 

running joke that “thankfully Columbus wasn’t looking for Turkey or Hungary.”  

Of course there is the further problem with Columbus’ “discovery” being beaten 

to the punch by the Chinese Treasure Fleet (who apparently made detailed maps of 

their voyages) at least 70 years before75, and by over 500 years by the Norse explorers 

in Newfoundland.76 Also, Polynesians were thought to have visited South America by as 

many as 1500 years earlier (and acquired the genetically unique sweet potato known as 

the kumara77 in Māori).78 However, recent evidence confirms that 800 years ago 

Polynesians from the South Pacific connected with Indigenous people from what is now 

Colombia creating a genetic signature still discernible in some Polynesians. The recent 

study showed "conclusive evidence for prehistoric contact of Polynesian individuals with 

Native American individuals (around CE 1200) contemporaneous with the settlement of 

remote Oceania."79 Though it is not known which population made contact, given the 

reputed expertise of Polynesians in star navigation, it likely they who made the journey 

to Colombia. 

There is also growing scholarly support that Black explorer Abubakari landed in 

the Americas before Columbus. As the emperor of the great Mali Empire in West Africa, 

he abdicated his throne in 1311 to pursue his belief that, akin to the River Niger, the 

Atlantic Ocean had an opposing bank that he wished to find. It is thought that he landed 

in Recife in Brazil and that other Africans from his previous expeditions landed 

throughout the Americas (including what is now Mexico). Harvard lecturer Leo Wiener, 

(a Russian-born scholar of Polish-Jewish heritage), noted the African presence in his 

1920 book Africa and the Discovery of America. In particular, Wiener and other scholars 

note early remnants of African culture in the Americas, some of which Columbus 

purportedly found upon his arrival.80 

So why does this myth persist? Author Thomas King suggests that Columbus 

sailing the ocean blue is simply a better story: 
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Three little ships, none of them in showroom condition, bobbing their way across 

the Atlantic, the good captain keeping two journals so the the crew wouldn’t 

realize just how far they had drifted away from the known world, the great man 

himself wading ashore, wet and sweaty, flag in hand, a letter of introduction to 

the Emperor of the Indies from the King and Queen of Spain tucked in his tunic. 

A Kodak moment.81 

Like Aesop’s fables, such stories create a simple lesson that is easy to teach and 

remember—a brave wayfarer discovered and thereby saved an ignorant and inferior 

people bringing glory to Europeans. To say that Columbus was looking for cash just 

doesn’t have the same cachet. As well, perhaps this myth persists because, as 

journalists say, you shouldn’t let the facts get in the way of a good story—particularly 

one that reinforces comfortable cultural prejudices.  

Another possible reason for this myth is based on the politics from the War of 

Independence between America and England. The English commissioned the voyages 

of Italian Giovanni Caboto (anglicized as John Cabot) and used his discovery of 

Newfoundland in England's name in 1497 to subsequently lay claim to most of North 

America. Since America was fighting against such colonization, politics dictated that 

they turn to Columbus as their hero, not England's Cabot. Even though Columbus was 

working for Spain, the Spanish at that time were not seeking to control British-American 

colonial lands. It is indeed a strange situation where, Americans acknowledge an Italian 

working for Spain with a holiday, to counter the “discovery” of the Italian working for 

England (to reject the precedent using Cabot to claim their territory). As a result, today 

the capital of United States, Washington, D.C., refers to the District of Columbia82—not 

the District of Cabotia.83 

MYTH TWO: Indigenous People are Inferior and Ugly 

Europeans were a Superior Race 

Racism is a physical experience. 
— Ta-Nehisi Coates 

Throughout history various reasons have arisen why some societies are more 

successful than others. It has variously been suggested that some people are simply 

superior for biological, racial, and other such reasons. Author and Professor, Jared 

Diamond, addressed this important question in his interesting book, Guns, Germs, and 

Steel. He concluded that, “History followed different courses for different people 

because of differences among peoples’ environments, not because of biological 

differences amongst people themselves.”84  

Some environments were simply more favourable to food production—the 

growing of food by agriculture or herding, instead of the hunting and gathering wild food. 
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This allowed population density and accelerated technology and cultural developments 

(such as writing). The domestication of animals over long periods of times in some 

regions ultimately protected those people from their germs whereas other areas simply 

didn’t have domesticatable animals (such as in the Americas) which left those 

populations vulnerable to their diseases. Writing and technology also flowed from those 

areas where food production was favoured. Literacy allowed people to propagate ideas 

and events accurately allowing for more sophisticated political evolution and  the 

development of efficient bureaucracies. For various reasons food production, and other 

knowledge also spread more quickly along continents with east-west axes (Eurasia) 

than those with north-south axes (Africa and the Americas). Diamond notes that, “A 

summary of the last 13,000 years of the New World and western Eurasian history 

makes clear how Europe’s conquest of the Americas was merely the culmination of two 

long and mostly separate trajectories…stamped by continental differences in 

domesticable plants, animals, germs, times of settlement, orientation of continental 

axes, and ecological barriers.”85  

In the Americas there wasn’t the large domestic mammal species which, in 

Eurasia, became: the chief source of animal protein (meat and milk), wool and hides; 

primary mode of transport for people and goods; and vehicles for warfare and 

enhancing crop production. On the other hand, the lack of food production in much of 

the Americas was due entirely to the, “…local paucity of domesticable wild animals and 

plants, and to geographic and ecological barriers that prevented the crops and the few 

domestic animals of species of other parts of the Americas from arriving.”86 However, 

once introduced by Europeans, Indigenous people of the Great Plains, the western 

United States, and the Argentine pampas took quickly to horses, cattle and 

sheepherding—the missing ingredient needed to accelerate their development. Along 

with germs, technologies (such as in metals used for tools and warfare) were a key 

advantage of Eurasian societies with a longer history of, “…densely populated, 

economically specialized, politically centralized, interacting and competing societies 

dependent on food production.”87 

The upshot of Diamond’s analysis is that chance and location—not genetics—

determined why some populations developed quicker than others. The arguments 

suggesting Indigenous inferiority throughout colonization, often reflected in the 

unconscious bias of people today, are wrong. They do not reveal why some peoples 

were simply lottery winners by location of birth. Understanding this, such arguments as  

Hitler’s proposed Herrenvolk (the “Superior Race” occupying the highest position in 

racial hierarchy), should go the way of the dodo bird. 
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Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder 

Most of us do not look as handsome as we do to ourselves. 
— Assiniboine 

Attractiveness is a relative thing. What people find attractive is shaped by cultural 

norms and the worldview of a particular society. As well, amongst any population, large 

group of cultures, or races, individual appearance can vary significantly. Additionally, 

what a society regards as attractive also evolves over time. For example at various 

times in history some societies thought that unibrows, high foreheads, bound feet, black 

teeth, mustached women, stretched necks, flattened foreheads, and prominent 

stomachs (Rubenesque women) were attractive.  

In The History of White People, Nell Irvin Painter, Edwards Professor of 

American History, Emerita, at Princeton University, examines the European notion of 

beauty and race as it unfolded from Greek and Roman antiquity to the eighteenth 

century. She notes that in times of antiquity the idea of race did not even exist until the 

eighteenth century when the obsession with whiteness began to flourish with the 

German invention of Caucasian beauty.88 Until that time she contends, mankind 

believed in Celts, Saxons, Visigoths, Gauls, Scythians, Circassians and many others, 

but did not believe in Whites, Blacks, Arabs, Latinos or Asians. By the German theory it 

was suggested that “Saxons,” “Anglo-Saxons” and “Teutons” were envisioned as 

uniquely handsome natural rulers—an evolving worldview that suited the goals of 

Western Imperialism. 

Painter suggests there was a subsequent explosion of views of race from 

intellectuals of the day. In America, Anglo-Saxons were seen (by Anglo-Saxons) to be 

the ideal icons of beauty and virtue—excluding all other ethnic groups such as 

Indigenous Americans, Irish, blacks, Chinese, Jews, Italians, Slavs and Greeks. She 

contends that a convoluted series of developments (skull measurements, a powerful 

eugenics movement, biased intelligence tests, etc.) were designed by the majority to 

keep the working minority class down and out. She contends further that, until the 

twentieth century, power—underpinned by economics, science and politics—propelled 

and cemented the exclusionary notion of whiteness. 

It turns out that the chief spokesman for the notion of Anglo-Saxon beauty was 

essayist, lecturer, philosopher, and poet Ralph Waldo Emerson. When he used the 

word “American” he apparently meant male white people of English descent of a 

distinctive socioeconomic class—excluding virtually all poor whites, Indigenous and 

African Americans. In his musings he suggested that Englishmen showed great vigour 

of body and endurance, were bigger, more stout and powerful (leading purportedly to a 

fine militarism), and were more handsome than all other Americans.89 Apparently, it did 

not perturb Emerson that Indigenous and black people might become extinct suggesting 
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that their eventual extinction would improve the human race by widening the gap 

between “man and beast!” In relation to blacks he said that they are, “…created on a 

lower plane than the white, & eats men and kidnaps & tortures, if he can. The Negro is 

imitative, secondary, in short, reactionary merely in his successes, & there is no 

origination with him in his mental or moral sphere.”90 

In the Americas and other parts of the globe, first-arriving Europeans often 

described Indigenous people as savages who were depicted as unpleasant and 

physically repugnant—characterised as unattractive and less than human. It is 

surprising that such negative descriptions would come from poorly nourished smallpox-

scarred Europeans—most of whom had not taken a bath in their life. To some extent, 

however, such stereotypes continue to exist today. Though there are many accounts of 

Indigenous people as unattractive, there are also early-recorded European views of 

their health and allure.  

In 1523 Italian mariner, Giovanni da Verrazzano (who was commissioned by the 

king of France) anchored in Narragansett Bay near present-day Providence, Rhode 

Island. His vessel was boarded in a graceful style by a confident Narragansett sachem 

(leader). He was estimated to be 40 years old and adorned with multicolored jewelry, 

which dangled from his neck and ears. Verrazzano wrote that he was, “as beautiful of 

stature and build as I can possibly describe.”91 Charles Mann notes that such 

descriptions were common from Europeans who recognized that Indigenous people 

were strikingly healthy specimens (attributed to their incredibly nutritious diets and hard 

work). The Indigenous people of New England were observed to be taller, of better 

complexion, and more robust than Europeans. Pilgrim Thomas Morton described them 

“as proper men and women for feature and limbes as can be founde.” It was observed 

that they did not possess the smallpox scars and rickety limbs that were common for 

Europeans. New Englander William Woods described them as, “more amiable to behold 

(though dressed only in Adam’s finery) than many a compounded fantastic [English 

dandy] in the newest fashion.” From 1585-1586 artist John White spent 15 months with 

the Indigenous people of North Carolina whom he painted in poses like Greek statutes 

who he thought to be incredibly healthy and good-looking. 

On the west coast of British Columbia Spanish Mariner Juan Perez made the first 

verifiable contact with the Haida off the mainland coast at Langara Island on present 

day Haida Gwaii.92 A priest of the Franciscan order who accompanied him, Tomas De 

La Pena Y Saravia, documented seeing attractive fair-haired, blue-eyed Haida.93  From 

the same ship, Francisco Mourelle transcribed the reactions of Perez to the Haida as: 

…[he] observed that they were of robust stature, cheerful in appearance, with 

beautiful eyes and handsome faces. The hair consisted of a queue, although 

some simply had it tied up. They have beards in the manner of the Chinese; they 
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are white in colour, and many have blue eyes. The women are good looking; they 

have their lower lip perforated…Both sexes exhibited docility and agreeableness; 

the women dressed in pelt tunics fitted to the body, 

with bracelets of copper and iron, and rings of the 

same metals.94 

In 1787 Captain George Dixon described the Haida as 

lean, robust, well formed, remarkably distinguished with 

high cheek bones, and with complexions that,  “…are 

very little darker than the Europeans in general.”95 

Similarly, artist Tomas de Suria accompanied 

Alejandro Malaspina during the northwest coast portion of 

his voyage of scientific discovery from 1789 to 1795. He 

painted captivating portraits of fine-looking Nuu-chah-

nulth Chiefs and women.96 Lieutenant Jose Espinosa Y 

Tello also sailed with Malaspina and was introduced to 

Chief Maquinna’s favourite wife (the royals were 

polygamous) who was thought to be about 20 years old. He 

said her, “attractive figure did not surprise us…If after a long 

voyage one could judge beauty with accuracy we would dare 

say that this vivacious girl exceeds in beauty the heroines of 

the novel, as they are pictured to us by the magic of 

poetry….”97 Sailor John R. Jewitt who was captured as a 

slave of Chief Maquinna described the Chief as being, “…a 

man of dignified aspect, about six feet in height and 

extremely strait and well proportioned. His features in 

general good, and his face rendered remarkable by a large 

Roman nose…[a complexion] of dark copper hue…[His 

dress] had an air of a magnificent savage.”98 English fur 

trader John Meares said that the Nuu-chah-nulth women, “...not only possessed the fair 

complexion of Europe; but features would have attracted notice for their delicacy and 

beauty, in those parts of the world where the qualities of human form are best 

understood….In their characters they are reserved and chaste; and examples of loose 

and immodest conduct was very rare among them.”99 

In 1787, Captain George Dixon upon visiting a village in Yukutat, Alaska, 

described a women he met whose, “…countenance had all the cheerful glow of an 

English milk-maid; and the healthy red which flushed her cheek, was even beautifully 

contrasted with the whiteness of her neck; her eyes were black and sparkling; her 

eyebrows the same colour and most beautifully arched; her forehead so remarkably 

clear, that the translucent veins were seen meadering even in the minutest branches—

This image of a labreted  
Haida women was drawn by an 

unknown artist  
(based on a sketch of Capt. George 

Dixon)  

Chief Maquinna 
(Tomas de Suria, 1791) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuu-chah-nulth_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuu-chah-nulth_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuu-chah-nulth_people
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in short, she would be reckoned handsome even in England.”100 Likewise, the 

Polynesian men and women of the south Pacific were also often recognized for their 

vigorous health and striking features. As well, there are many descriptions of the 

attractiveness of Plains, Mesoamerican, South American, and other Indigenous people 

of the world. 

The point is that Indigenous people are not more attractive or less attractive than 

Europeans. Amongst such huge populations with so many notions of beauty there is a 

range of ideas and people that fit somewhere on the relative scale of what might be 

considered appealing. Since Indigenous people were often unkindly singled out in 

historical literature as being physically repugnant in an era characterized by racism, this 

mistake should not be repeated today.  

MYTH THREE: Western Imperialism was About “Saving” Indigenous People 

The more he talked about his honour, the faster we counted our spoons. 
— Ralph Waldo Emerson 

While he did not “discover” the Americas, Columbus found the gateway to 

enormous riches in natural resources and knowledge—wealth that was ruthlessly 

exploited by subsequent waves of conquistadors. Colombus’ original quest for spices, 

silk and other exotic eastern trade goods quickly morphed into a single-minded mission 

for silver, and gold—with heathen souls thrown in to expand the influence of the all-

powerful church. While this led to irreversible changes in the development of Western 

civilization, it sealed a course of history that led to the unprecedented misery and 

destruction for the Indigenous populations of the Americas. As will be discussed in 

following chapters, the bountiful treasures of the Americas were to transform, in 

dramatic and unforseen ways, the history of Europe and the world. In his book, Indian 

Givers: How Native Americans Transformed the World101, Professor Jack Weatherford, 

chronicled the wealth of natural resources and knowledge that Indigenous Americans 

provided to Europeans.  

European recorded history in the Americas portrays colonization as a noble 

civilizing endeavor—a kind of noblesse oblige where the superior brought light to those 

in darkness. Through such rose-tinted glasses, Europeans were engaged in the noble 

act of civilizing “savages” and saving pagan souls. For example, a chronicle about 

Captain Cooks visit to the west coast of Vancouver Island were purposely embellished 

with, “…sensational revelations added to the text designed to encourage [the notion of 

the noble purpose of Europeans who were] spreading the ‘blessings of civilization’ 

among the heathens and to help sell books.”102 It appears that when marketing a book 

to religious populations, aggrandizing missionary objectives was important to the bottom 

line. 
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It is such a wonderful sounding philanthropic cause—bringing enlightenment and 

refinement to barbarians. So pervasive was this notion in the author’s youth that even 

Indigenous kids wanted to be cowboys—the “good guys”—in the childhood game of 

“cowboys and Indians.” As with the myth of Columbus’s discovery of the Americas, it is 

hard not to be seduced by such a good story. Amongst other difficulties, such a one-

sided view of history creates a problem in seeking a balanced understanding of what 

Indigenous civilizations and their peoples were actually like. It also obscures the real 

pecuniary motives of European colonization.  

The reality is that people have changed little over the millennia. At the most basic 

level, they are motivated by power, money, prestige, and sex. For example, 

Conquistador Bernal Diaz de Castillo summarized his motives for joining Hernan Cortes’ 

expedition as, “to serve God and His Majesty, to give light to those who were in 

darkness, and to grow rich as all men desire to do.”103 [Emphasis added] The real 

driving force behind European colonization of Indigenous lands was to acquire riches—

as in Columbus’ case—as a path to power, and prestige. In others words, as it has been 

phrased in the past, the order of European priorities was, “gold, glory and God.” 

Touting more noble purposes for colonization served to sanitize the reality of the 

brutal Imperial expansionism.104 Over time, it became clear that the Imperial priority was 

economic. As one source suggests, “European countries saw the potential of American 

colonies, and colonies elsewhere in the world, [primarily] as a money-maker.”105 In order 

to realize such an economic objective, it was necessary to lay claim the lands of 

Indigenous people to control and exploit their natural resources. Since this book is also 

about how economics are key to the welfare and rise of Indigenous nations, it is also 

important to acknowledge that the most fundamental goal in colonizing Indigenous 

people was to exploit the riches their lands contained. 

MYTH FOUR: “Recent” Immigrants to the Americas 

Remember, remember always, that all of us, you and I especially, are descended from immigrants.... 
— Franklin D. Roosevelt 

More than ten thousand years before the Stonehenge was created, the New 

World was populated by the ancient ancestors of the Indigenous people of the 

Americas. For decades the prevailing academic theory was that the first Indigenous 

people, the Clovis people106, were thought to have reached the Americas some 11,000-

13,000 years ago. This was presumed to have occurred during the ice age across a 

now submerged land mass known as Beringia (joining Asia to Alaska). These people 

were thought to be descendants of northern Asia and big-game hunters, and assumed 

to have tracked mammoths and other large prey on an eastward trek to the Americas. It 

was suggested as being the way that just one Indigenous founding group populated the 

Americas. However, in the last decade, this theory and other assumptions about the first 
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Indigenous peoples of the New World have come under increasing criticism as the 

result of new discoveries (aided by insights from genetics and geology).107 For example, 

a Harvard University research team has found that three Amazonian groups—Suruí, 

Karitiana and Xavante—all had more genetically in common with Australasians than any 

group in Siberia indicating that there is more than just one founding group that settled 

the Americas.108 As well, there is genetic evidence of mixing between Polynesians and 

the Indigenous of Columbia at least 800 years ago. 

Evidence has also emerged that demonstrates early Indigenous people may 

have been in the Americas much longer than previously thought. There is now 

developing academic consensus that the Americas were settled at least 18,000 years 

ago.109 It turns out, at a site known as Monte Verde in southern Chile, archaeologists 

found evidence of early Indigenous people who slept in tents and dined on seafood and 

a wild variety of potato 14,600 years ago.110 Then in Paisley Five Mile Point Caves in 

Oregon another team uncovered 14,400-year-old human feces flecked with seeds from 

desert parsely and other plants (a surprise to those advocating the big-game hunter 

scenario). Yet another team at a site near Buttermilk Creek, Texas discovered over 

19,000 pre-Clovis artifacts from over 15,500 years ago.  

Recently on the mid-coast of British Columbia, archaeologists discovered an 

Indigenous settlement of the Heiltsuk people on a remote coastal island dating from 

14,000 years ago. It turns out that this find affirms their oral history which told of a place 

where they were forced to relocate during the Ice Age following what scientists now 

term the “kelp hypothesis” (i.e., they made their way to North America along the shore 

by ocean route—not just the Bering Strait land bridge).111 There is also evidence in the 

Bluefish Caves of the Yukon Territory that Indigenous people arrived there at least 

24,000 years ago.112 This fits in with the “long chronology theory” which proposes that 

the first group of Indigenous people entered the Americas possibly 20,000-40,000 years 

ago.113  

In a recent exciting discovery from a cave in Mexico stone tools were 

unearthed—the oldest ever found in the Americas—suggesting that Indigenous people 

were there 33,000 years ago. Archaelogists found three deliberately-shaped pieces of 

limestone (a pointed stone and two cutting flakes) dating to long before the last Ice 

Age.114 Also recently, researchers believe they may have uncovered evidence of 

Indigenous occupation in southern California over 130,000 years ago.115 The 

archaelogical team published their findings in the journal Nature disclosing evidence 

that early human relatives had “processed” mastadon bones using hammer stones and 

anvils.116  

In summary, the Clovis theory has been blown out of the water by increasing 

evidence that Indigenous people arrived in the Americas a lot earlier and by other 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xavante_people


44 

means than than previously thought. As such evidence accumulates, an archaeologist 

from Paris University, Eric Boëda, suggests that there is tendency of academics to 

downplay the length of time Indigenous people have occupied the Americas because of 

longstanding beliefs that they are relative newcomers. He suggests that it reflects 

potential bias or “denialism” in the field where artifacts that would be quickly accepted 

as human-made tools if they turned up in Europe or Africa are discounted when they 

are discovered in the Americas.117 Indigenous people often regard this as the pattern of 

unconscious bias that denigrates their history.  

MYTH FIVE: The Noble Savage 

It is easier to fool people than to convince them they have been fooled. 
— Mark Twain 

Another myth that persists in popular culture is the myth of the Noble Savage. 

The Noble Savage is not a person but an idea. It began with Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s 

book Discourse on Inequality (1755) which was about how human progress was in 

decay. It promoted the notion that it was best for humans to live in the “pure state of 

nature”—existing in the condition that primitive people were thought to. Rousseau 

provided a copy of his work to renowned French writer, historian, and philospher known 

by his nom de plume Voltaire (his actual name was Francois-Marie Arouet). Upon 

reviewing it, Voltaire’s response was sharp, “I have received, monsieur, your new book 

against the human race. I thank you for it…no one has ever employed so much intellect 

in the attempt to prove us beasts. A desire seizes us to walk on four paws when we 

read your work. Nevertheless, as it is more than sixty years since I lost the habit, I feel, 

unfortunately, that it is impossible for me to resume it.”118 

The current version of the Noble Savage is a literary stock character. That is, the 

idea of the Noble Savage contains the primal essence that Indigenous people were 

thought to possess—uncorrupted by civilization, and symbolizing the innate goodness 

of people. In the current milieu, the Indigenous Noble Savage is portrayed as peaceful, 

killing only to eat or to defend his family, is not wasteful, is spiritual, and, most 

importantly, is a mystical guardian of the land. It is argued that the Noble Savage 

existed in harmony with nature, but it is more likely it was invented to be an icon of 

America's wilderness past—a myth to create a sense of place for American antiquity.  

Another source suggests that the fabrication of the American Noble Savage 

came from White American culture in the 1820s. This was a time for reconciliation of 

bad feelings towards Native Americans in the public consciousness. This trend was 

later thought to be abetted by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's epic poem, The Song of 

Hiawatha in 1855—an invention driven by the desire to create a mythic American past. 

The Noble Savage was thought to be a creation along with other mythical imagery 

intended to invent heroes of American society such as the Christopher Columbus’ 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/authentichistory/diversity/native/hb1-savage/
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“discovery”, the Pilgrims and their first Thanksgiving, and the casting of the Founding 

Fathers as demigods.119  

In chapters to follow, there are other more modern and equally offensive versions 

of such romanticized stereotypes such as the Crying Indian. The current environmental 

movement has embraced and promoted such offensive caricatures. These ideas require 

the belief that there was a golden age of the Noble Savage where simple Indigenous 

people spent their time cruising around communing with nature—not very bright, but 

probably would look good on a postage stamp or post card. When one understands that 

many Indigenous people had to eke out an existence in a harsh environment often with 

stone age technology, it is more likely that what dictated their thoughts and actions was 

ensuring that they were fed daily. For those who have experienced it, starvation is an 

effective means of focussing attention. As it is for all other peoples on the planet, the 

environment and its creatures were a means to survival. That is not to say Indigenous 

people were not cognizant of the environment and their impact on it. As will be seen in 

discussions to follow, more advanced Indigenous civilizations had sophisticated 

understandings of their environment, but still exploited it for short-term advantage to 

their detriment. 

For the same reason, Indigenous people created their own economies. Just like 

everyone else, they needed to eat, and aspired to prosper. In order to do so they fought 

terrible wars for economic control of resources, took slaves and were enslaved, some 

even practiced polygamy and cannibalism (just as many early European societies had 

done120). For many groups, wars for territory and retribution were a constant theme. 

Indigenous people also fought for power and, in what was believed to be their self-

percieved economic interest. In other words, they behaved like most other people have 

throughout history. 

 What is invasive today though is groups such as eco-colonialists (as will be 

discussed later) who purposely seek to exploit offensive stereotypes. The do this by 

targeting gullible (especially young) Indigenous people into believing such a caricature 

because it serves their corporate, financial and other interests. Seeking to dupe people 

into buying into a loathsome stereotype because it rings cash registers is simply a 

repulsive tactic. No matter how much you want to believe them, myths of Western or 

modern Imperialism do not represent the reality of Indigenous existence. What they do 

represent are projections of an Imperial colonizing culture that served other purposes 

than those of Indigenous peoples. 
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Chapter 3 

World’s Greatest Pandemic 

Illness strikes men when they are exposed to change. 
— Herodotus 

It was an extraordinary event of history when the magnificent and powerful Inkaix 

Empire was overun by conquistador Francisco Pizarro and his small group of invaders. 

Such a conquest would today be akin to the tiny Carribean island-state of Grenada 

taking over America or China. In 1491 the Inka ruled the largest empire on the planet. 

According to archaeologist Gordon McEwan, despite the fact that they did not use 

wheeled vehicles, and were without the knowledge of iron and steel, they constructed 

“...one of the greatest imperial states in human history.”121 The vast Empire stretched 

out over 3,000 kilometers and covered parts of present-day Peru, Argentina, Ecuador, 

Chile, Bolivia, and Columbia—an estimated land mass of over 1 million square 

kilometers.  

Their rise to Imperial power is an astonishing story. It was a stunning feat that the 

tiny Inka warrior tribe of forty thousand transformed itself into a military superpower. 

They governed over millions of farflung subjects by conquering independent Indigenous 

nations. Inka royalty ruled from their fabulous capital of Cusco (sometimes spelled 

Cuzco) which was known as the city of the Jaguar since its perimeter formed the shape 

of the powerful wildcat which they revered. The wealth of Cusco was symbolized 

through the Temple of the Sun, Coricancha, an architectural marvel whose walls were 

covered in gold (their sacred metal) and silver. When the Spaniards first seen Cusco 

they thought it was more opulent than anything that existed in Europe. It turns out that 

the key to their wealth and power, since they had no currency, was their efficient 

production and storage of food crops which not only fed their entire population but 

provided enormous surpluses. 

It was astounding that Pizzaro was able to prevail against such a formidable foe. 

With armies numbered in the hundreds of thousands, their great military strengths were 

scale and logistics—both made possible by their ingenuity and a highly efficient 

administration.122 In Cusco they trained an elite military corp which won battles by 

employing superior strategy, organization, and discipline. Strident militarism was 

necessary for a culture engaged in continuous warfare. Conflict began with initial 

conquests, later suppression of rebellions, then combat on the frontier. Eventually civil 

                                                           
ix
 Runa Sumi (Quechua, to the Spanish) was the language of all Inka names, Including “Inka.” Following Charles 

Mann in his book 1491 (p. 74), I will also follow the standard Runa Sumi romanizations, which means not using the 
Spanish “Inca.” 
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war erupted where, apparently, in one battle alone, there were an estimated thirty-five 

thousand people killed.123  

However, there were several problems running such a vast empire from Cusco. 

The actual Inka population was small. It reigned over an estimated at 6-35 million 

people. The geographic area of control was also huge. It was, therefore, critical to 

maintain alliances with tribes to ensure they pledged their tribute. This was done by 

showering riches on leaders and ensuring a food supply that gauranteed a good 

standard of living. Those tribes who did not accept the empire’s authority were brutually 

crushed. In order to quickly suppress rebellion, they created a road system with 

garrisons every 20 kilometers where a message could be carried along it in seventeen 

days. To strike awe and fear into visiting regional rulers, they built the magnificent 

fortress of Sacsahuaman which was used for spectacular displays of rituals and 

pageantry—spectacles meant to promote fealty to the empire by projecting an aura of 

invincibility.  

Various reasons have been attributed for the Inka defeat by Pizzaro. These 

include an overcentralized command structure, expansion of the Empire too quickly, 

superior European technology (steel, guns, and horses), and just plain old luck. While 

these issues played a role, a factor with particular impact was the draining war of 

succession amongst royalty. Unfortunately, while such issues had an impact, they tell 

only a part of a much larger story. The most prominent reason for the Inka downfall 

(besides factionalism) was the unprecedented pandemic. According (to traveler of the 

time) Cieza de Leon, “…a great plague of smallpox broke out [likely in 1524 or 1525], so 

severe that more the 200,000 died of it, for it spread to all parts of the kingdom.” 

Charles Mann wrote that, “it radiated throughout the empire like ink spreading through 

tissue paper. Millions of people simultaneously experienced its symptoms: high fever, 

vomiting, severe pain, oozing blisters everywhere on the body.”124   

The Indigenous people of the Americas were to be devastated by an variety of 

European-introduced diseases to which they had no biological immunity. This set in 

motion a demographic catastrophe obliterating 95% of the population. Imagine 

introducing the most contagious viruses into a population with no immunity or vaccines. 

In the COVID-19 pandemic there were about 1.4 million deaths (at the time of writing) 

impacting approximately .00018% of the world population. If the present population of 8 

billion experienced a similar pandemic, there would remain only 400 million people alive 

with 7.6 billion dead. Families, societies, and the very foundations of civilized culture 

would be annihilated.  

Imagine further what might be left of countries without leadership, government, 

bureacracies, civil authorities, and a military—with very limited ability to defend its 

interests. When two of the greatest Indigenous military powers in the Americas (Inka 
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and Aztec) were crippled by the pandemic, it should not be surprising that smaller 

Indigenous groups would stand little chance of resisting European aggression. It is also 

understandable how late-arriving colonists, who only witnessed their greatly diminished 

populations and power, would underestimate Indigenous societies, their civilizations, 

and their enormous contributions to the world.  

According to a recent study by the University College of London, the 

depopulation of the Americas from the introduction of disease by Europeans was so 

severe, that it precipitated the “Little Ice Age” of the 17th century.125 So many people 

died that it left 56-million hectares of previously cultivated agricultural land abandoned 

resulting in the wild regrowth of vegetation. Between 1520 and 1610 the resulting 

“terrestial carbon uptake” is estimated to have removed 7-billion metric tonnes of carbon 

dioxide from the atmoshpere reducing the earth’s temperature by approximately two 

degrees—with the coldest period being between 1600 and 1800. Such a conclusion is 

also supported by the findings of the ArchaeoGLOBE project, which represents the 

collective knowledge of more than 250 archaeologists, indicating that early human 

societies (herders and farmers) changed the environment (by clearing forests) and 

modified the Earth’s bioshpere more profoundly than previously thought. It is suggested 

that this research is leading to a rethink about how historical human activity has 

impacted the environment, posing, “…a challenge to the emerging Anthropocene 

paradigm, in which human-caused environmental change is typically seen as a 20th-

century or industrial-era phenomenon….it’s clearer than ever before that most places 

we think of as ‘pristine’ or ‘untouched’ have long relied on human societies to fill crucial 

ecological roles.” They conclude that, “…trying to disentangle ‘natural’ ecosystems from 

those that people have managed for millennia is becoming less and less realistic, let 

alone desirable.”126 

Impact of European Diseases 

Infectious diseases introduced with Europeans…spread from one Indian tribe to another, far in advance of 
Europeans themselves, and killed an estimated 95 percent of the New World's Indian population. 

—Jared Diamond 

The populations Eurasia and Africa have a long history of domesticating animals 

such as pigs, goats, chickens, cattle, sheep, horses, and camels. Such animals 

sometimes carry germs—like viruses, bacteria, and parasites—that can spread to 

people and cause illness. Scientists call these zoonotic diseases. For example, avian flu 

became human influenza, bovine rinderpest became measles, and horsepox or 

camelpox became smallpox. Such diseases can be transmitted through direct contact, 

indirectly by coming into contact with areas where animals live, by being bitten by an 

insect (such as ticks, fleas, and misquitos), from eating contaminated food, or from 

drinking water that been polluted with the feces of infected animals. Disease ecologists 

call the transfer of disease in this manner “spillover.” When animal diseases species do 
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jump to humans, a virus can spillover easily or has to mutate (change its genetic 

structure). In the modern population, about 75 to 80 percent of diseases infecting 

humans are zoonotic in origin.  

In Europe where animal diseases eventually infected humans, those individuals 

who survived the illnesses developed immunity. Since there was considerable mobility 

and significant intermixing of populations, herd immunity eventually grew. The spread of 

disease was also worsened in Medieval times by the lack of sanitation and personal 

hygiene. Clean water was hard to get, sewage was often dumped into the streets, and 

personal cleanliness was appalling. By today’s standards even the hygiene of royalty 

was disgusting. France’s Louis XIV was said to have taken 2 bathes in his entire life, 

and Queen Isabella of Spain (who sponsored Columbus’ voyages) just one. Perfume 

was used to mask otherwise horrific body odor.  

By comparison, Indigenous people of the Americas only domesticated the dog, 

the turkey (in Mesoamerica), the llama, the alpaca, the Muskovy duck and the guinea 

pig (in the Andes). These animals were generally not kept in close contact with humans 

(for example llamas were not milked, kept in large herds nor did they live near humans). 

As well, they appeared not to have infections that could become human diseases 

(except for a form of tuberculosis that may have been acquired from Pacific seals and 

sea lions). The Indigenous of the Americas hosted none of the zoonotic infections that 

bedeviled Eurasia and Africa. Never having been exposed to such diseases, they were 

“virigin soil,”x genetically predisposed with less innate ability to defend themselves 

against the new diseases. A virgin soil epidemic occurs when a pathogen (i.e., agent of 

disease) infects a population for the first time or when enough time has passed since 

previous exposure that even the oldest members of the community have not 

experienced the disease.127 The impact of such diseases on the Indigenous population 

was catastrophic. For example, the combined impact of typhus, influenza, diptheria, 

measles, and smallpox is estimated to have killed 9 out 10 of the once-powerful Inka.  

With Columbus’ arrival, the Indigenous of the Americas were exposed for the first 

time to smallpox, measles, chicken pox, whooping cough, diptheria, scarlet fever, 

trachoma, malaria, typhus fever, typhoid fever, influenza, cholera, yellow fever, bubonic 

plague, and tuberculosis128. It also appears likely that gonorrhea and leprosy were also 

unknown to them. It was thought that syphillis was transmitted to Europeans from 

Indigenous Americans, since three years after Columbus “sailed the ocean blue” in 

1492, a syphilis epidemic broke out among Italian armies in the Siege of Naples in 

1495.129 Recent research on European populations has, however, suggested that newly 

                                                           
x
 This is a term coined by Professor Emeritus of History, Georgraphy and American Studies, Alfred Crosby, defining 

it as epidemics, "in which the populations at risk have had no previous contact with the diseases that strike them 
and are therefore immunologically almost defenseless".  

https://www.encyclopedia.com/medicine/diseases-and-conditions/pathology/chicken-pox
https://www.encyclopedia.com/medicine/diseases-and-conditions/pathology/whooping-cough
https://www.encyclopedia.com/medicine/diseases-and-conditions/pathology/scarlet-fever
https://www.encyclopedia.com/medicine/diseases-and-conditions/pathology/typhoid-fever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Crosby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epidemics
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discovered diversity among the family of bacteria that causes syphillis indicates that it 

originated or developed in Europe.130  

Anthropologists believe that the people of the advanced Caddoan Mississippian 

culture were decimated by disease introduced to them by pigs. Pigs arrived and 

provided food as part of Hernando De Soto’s expedition (a private army of 600 soldiers). 

They landed in Florida in 1539 travelling throughout what is now the southeastern 

United States. Swine can transmit influenza, anthrax, brucellosis, leptospirosis, 

trichinosis, and tuberculosis. Since they are exhuberant breeders, even a small 

population of pigs can contaminate forests with their feces. From this source disease 

can pass to deer and turkeys which, in turn, can affect people. By some estimates, 

disease from this source wiped out 96 percent of the Caddoan Mississippian population 

which declined from 200,000 to 8,500. Charles Mann noted that if such a pandemic 

occurred in New York City today, the population would be reduced to 56,000—

apparently not enough to even fill Yankee Stadium. Mann cites Russell Thornton, an 

anthropologist at the University of California, who commented that the impact of disease 

on Indigenous population is,  “…one reason whites think of Indians as nomadic 

hunters... Everything else—all the heavily populated urbanized societies—were 

wiped out.”131 [Emphasis added] In other words, European populations that arrived 

after the pandemics, completely misunderstood the scale and complexity of the 

Indigenous populations whose lands they took. 

Of all the diseases, smallpox had the greatest impact. It is thought that about 

15,000 years ago it evolved from a chance mutation of two closely related viruses, the 

camelpox (from domestic camels) and the taterpox (from West African gerbils) when it 

jumped the species barrier to humans.132 Given the prominence of camels to their 

society, it should not be surprising that the earliest evidence of smallpox dates back to 

the Egyptian Empire around 3rd century B.C.E. where traces of smallpox pustules were 

found on the head of the mummy of Pharaoh Ramses V.133 The earliest written 

description of a disease resembling smallpox was in China in 4th century C.E.134 It was a 

devastating and widespread childhood disease in Europe, Asia and Africa where 3 out 

of every 10 people infected died from it. Those who survived, such as the European 

invaders of the Americas, became immune to it. Since there were neither gerbils nor 

camels in the Americas, smallpox did not develop in the Indigenous populations before 

Columbus’ arrival.  

Early on, the people of the Caribbean were infected by the Spaniards. In 1518 a 

third of the population of Hispaniola (the Caribbean Island that is now the states of Haiti 

and the Domincan Republic) was wiped out by smallpox before it spread to Peurto Rico 

and Cuba. From there it tore through Central and South America (like a prairie wildfire) 

devastating the Indigenous populations of present-day Mexico. Berkley researchers  

estimate that 25.2 million Indigenous people lived in central Mexico, an area about 
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200,000 square miles.135 However, after disease was introduced by Hernan Cortes, the 

population plummeted to 730,000—3 percent of its size at the time his arrival. Akin to 

the Inka, the Mexica (a Nahuatl-speaking Indigenous people of the Valley of 

Mexico who ruled the Aztec Empire) were fierce warriors with a well-organized miltary. 

In one clash alone between the Mexica and Cortes (and his substantial Indigenous 

allies), casualties were estimated at 100,000—often described as one of the costliest 

conflicts in history. It is very likely that Cortes would have lost this battle if there was no 

smallpox and without reliance on Indigenous allies. Smallpox then went from Mexico to 

North America along the heavily travelled road to Santa Fe in 1780. 

In North America, it devastated 9 out of 10 Hopi first, then spread throughout the 

plains of America and Canada. Author and professor, James Daschuk, suggests that 

virgin soil epidemics likely spread before Europeans were present to document the 

destruction. He wrote that: 

Archaeologist Karl Schlesier bluntly stated that epidemic mortality as high as 90 

to 95 percent made surviving indigenous communities “poverty cultures when 

compared to the richness of the past.” The reality of the young and the strong, 

the warriors, hunters, collectors and keepers of tribal knowledge…perishing in a 

historical instant—in the span of weeks or a few months—surely had an impact 

on the social networks, institutions, and collective memories of entire First 

Nations….Microbes were the…ecological conquest of the New World…[and] 

came in lockstep as Europeans established beachheads…136 [Emphasis added] 

Mann concludes that, “Between sixteenth and eighteenth centuries, this pattern 

occurred again and again in the Americas… [creating] a kind of master narrative of 

postcontact history. He noted further that, “…Europeans routinely lost [in military 

encounters] when they could not take advantage of disease and political 

fragmentation.”137  

Smallpox then travelled down the Columbia River to the Pacific Northwest—likely 

transmitted by the Shoshone tribesmen. Once on the coast it ultimately devastated the 

Tlingit, Ts’msyen, Haida, Nisga’a, Gitxsan, Haisla, Helitsuk, Kwakwaka’wakw, Salishan 

and other tribes of the Pacific Northwest. Captain Cook described a typical scenario (in 

what is now Kamchatka, Russia) of deserted villages, abandoned fishing boats, with 

human remains, “promiscuously scattered about the beach, in great numbers.”138  

In British Columbia smallpox was introduced in the colony (now city) of Victoria 

by a passenger on a San Francisco steamer on March 12, 1862. It could have been 

contained by vaccination and quarantine, but became an epidemic as the result of the 

actions of the colonial government. When those Indigenous people who were camped 

there for work and trade became infected, they were driven by police from their camps 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztec_Empire
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(which were burned to the ground), put into their canoes, and towed back to their 

communities. The result was, “…at least 30,000 Indigenous people died, representing 

about 60 percent of the population—a crisis that left mass graves, deserted villages, 

traumatized survivors and societal collapse.”139 It was reported that Indigenous people 

were worried that the colonial government intended to purposely send smallpox among 

them to create depopulation as a means of easily acquiring their lands.140 In a similar 

documented case of bioterrorism, the British military planned to infect Indigenous 

Americans with smallpox in a deliberate effort to drive them to extinction—a  plan 

detailed in the correspondence of a senior military official (who intended to send a 

plague among the “vermin” to eradicate them).141 

In the Pacific Northwest Indian oral histories told of the 1770s smallpox epidemic. 

Later in the 1890s, an elder from the Squamish Nation told ethnographer Charles Hill-

Tout of a catastrophic illness which he described as: 

A dreadful skin disease, loathsome to look upon, broke out upon all alike. None 

were spared. Men, women, and children sickened, took the disease and died in 

agony by hundreds, so that when the spring arrived and fresh food was 

procurable, there was scarcely a person left of all their numbers to get it. Camp 

after camp, village after village, was left desolate. The remains of which…are 

found today in the old camp sites or midden-heaps over which the forest has 

been growing for so many generations.142 

In Australia in 1789 the Aboriginal population was similarly impacted. Smallpox 

broke out after the arrival of the First Fleet and the establishment of a penal colony in 

New South Wales. While the outbreak did not affect British colonists, up to 70 percent of 

the Aboriginal population were killed by the disease as it, “…spread across the country 

with the advance of European settlement, bringing with it shocking death rates.”143 A 

personal account of an Indigenous person’s reaction to this was given in April 1789 by 

David Collins, Judge-Advocate of the colony, as follows: 

At the time a native was living with us; and on taking him down to the harbour to 

look for his former companions, those who witnessed his expression and agony 

can never forget either. He looked anxiously around him in the different coves we 

visited; not a vestige on the sand was to be found of a human foot[print];…not a 

living person was anywhere to be met with…He lifted up his hands in silent 

agony for some time; at last he exclaimed, “All dead! All dead!” and then hung his 

head in mournful silence.144 

As the result of such diseases there were similar impacts on the Māori of New 

Zealand145, and the Hawaiian population146 
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Anthropoligist Henry F. Dobyns calculates that in the first 130 years of contact, 

about 95 percent of the Indigenous people in the Americas died from epidemics.147 

Though there has been much debate on the matter, he argues further that a reasonable 

estimate of the Indigenous population of the Americas was between 90-112 millionxi 

people.148 The higher population is used here because unfolding discoveries continually 

support higher populations than previously estimated. If the year 1500 is taken as a 

reference date, the loss of the American Indigenous population would have represented 

the demise of one-quarter of the world’s population.149 In other words, at a time when 

the global population was much smaller, Indigenous losses from disease exceeded 

those from both world wars—when the population was much larger and where the 

technology existed to kill huge populations much more quickly. Similarly, applying 

Dobyn’s method for estimating populations, the North American Indigenous population 

would have initially been around 10 million.150  

                                                           
xi
 Though this number is disputed by other researchers, the trend—as more evidence emerges—is 

towards increasingly higher estimates. 
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Chapter 4 

What Have Indigenous People Ever Done for Us? 

If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous he will not bite you. This is the principal difference between 
a dog and man.  
— Ben Franklin 

In the classic Monty Python movie, The Life of Brian, a character asks, “What 

have the Romans ever done for us?” Upon reflection, a motley group of characters 

replies with a list including the aqueduct, sanitation, roads, irrigation, fresh water, 

medicine, education, wine, public baths, law and order, peace, an so on. The offhand 

list undermined the idea that the Romans simply took without providing anything in 

return. In a similar way, current dominant populations often ask what Indigenous people 

have ever done for civilization—implying that they have contributed little (besides, 

perhaps, the lands and resources upon which their countries were built). Yet the notion 

remains today of Indigenous people as non-contributing burdens on society. If, 

however, one is open to the evidence as it is, the Indigenous gifts to human progress 

and civilization are astonishing. It would not be possible to discuss all of their fantastic 

contributions to civilization in one volume, but this chapter will (grazing the peaks of 

some of the more noted impacts). 

Economic 

Man is an animal that makes bargains: no other animal does this—no dog exchanges bones with another. 
—Adam Smith 

The economic contributions of Indigenous peoples to world history are 

enormous. For example, the vast quantities of silver money flowing from the mines of 

the Americas (primarily from South America) filled European coffers. At the time, this 

had such an impact that it would forever alter the course of world commerce and 

economics. Professor Jack Weatherford commented that this resulted in, “…the old 

system [the traditional mercantile economy] mutating into a true money 

economy…Production increased, and people began to accumulate capital in quantities 

undreamed of by prior generations.”151 As valuable assets, Indigenous precious metals 

marked the first time there was enough of a commodity to provide a greater and more 

consistent basis for measuring wealth (superseding land). Before money existed, the 

portability of gold and silver provided an easier means of exchange. The result was that 

Indigenous natural resources effectively created a new European merchant and 

capitalist class that would ultimately dominate the world.152 In fact, the extraordinary 

flow of silver wealth from the Americas created worldwide inflation to such a degree that 

Adam Smith discussed its impact at length in the Wealth of Nations.153 While the gold 

and silver extracted from the Americas (with the backbreaking labor of Indigenous 
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workers) paved the way for a new merchant and capitalist class, it also made possible a 

worldwide economy for the first time in history.154 

Since there was little gold and silver found in North America, the initial source of 

wealth was from animal furs. Again to modern people, it may seem incredulous that this 

would have much of an impact on European economies, but it did just that—also setting 

a steep trajectory for development in North America. Early explorers on the Pacific 

Northwest Coast revealed the potential of this valuable trade commodity. It was noted 

that:  

Lieutenant James King was among the crewmen in Captain Cook’s third voyage 

to Canton who brought furs with them and discovered their immense trading 

value. When a merchant offered 300 Spanish dollars (or “pieces of eight”) for 20 

sea otter furs, plus some silks, King demanded 1,000 and settled for 800. Back in 

Macao he discovered one crewman sold a single skin for 120 Spanish dollars 

and Midshipmen James Treven had gained 300 Spanish dollars for a single fur 

which he had obtained at Nootka Sound in exchange for a broken belt buckle. 

William Bligh [of Mutiny on the Bounty fame] received 15 English pounds for six 

skins he had obtained at Prince William Sound in exchange for 12 beads.155 

Apparently European fur traders typically received approximately ten times the return for 

the furs they sold (1000 percent).  

The fur trade used Indigenous skills, labour and knowledge to propel forth the 

economies of England, France, Spain, the Netherlands, and Russia. The vast array of 

goods manufactured for the fur trade provided revenue, employment, and spinoff 

economic activity for masses of Europeans. The millions of furs provided the early 

capital for the development of major North American coastal cities, and financed much 

of the subsequent development and industrialization of the United States and Canada. 

These profits catalyzed the growth of early settlements into major national and 

international cities. Private profits combined with colonial tariffs and taxes on trade, also 

financed major infrastructure such as roads, ports, railways, docks, and buildings. 

A well-known example of one of the most colourful fur traders of the time was 

John Jacob Astor. He was the richest man in the United States in the first half of the 

nineteenth century whose untimely demise came as a passenger on the Titanic. His 

family counted themselves as high society on both sides of the Atlantic (at a time 

apparently when the Vanderbilts were still struggling for social recognition and J.P. 

Morgan was dismissed as nouveau riche).156 He used profits from his America Fur 

Company to build and own much of New York City while financing some of the earliest 

railroads and canals. His descendants subsequently invested in the first rail lines to the 

East, major coal development projects, the Westchester Gas and Light Company, the 
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telegraph industry (that became Western Union), Niagra Falls Power, the American 

Telephone and Telegraph, and a host of basic services for industry.157  

In addition, for hundreds of years, Indigenous labour has fueled the plantation-

based agrarian economies of the Americas. The slavery-based plantation system from 

Carribean sugar plantations was originally derived from the Roman latifundia.158 It was 

subsequently used throughout North America in the cultivation and processing of cotton, 

and tobacco.xii Today the natural resources extracted from the traditional territories of 

Indigenous people continue to fuel the economies of the world. 

Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, and Cuisine 

Black soil produces white bread. 
—Norwegian Proverb 

Indigenous Americans were the first to raise turkeys, llamas, Guinea pigs and 

honeybees for food. Professor Jack Weatherford suggests that the ancient Peruvians 

were among the world’s greatest agriculture experimenters producing a range of potato 

types, and a host of tuber, root and Indigenous grain crops, introducing the world to an 

array of new agricultural technology.159 They devised and perfected the first freeze-dried 

method of preserving the potato, and used drying techniques on a variety of other 

vegetable crops and on meat.  

Many edible plants domesticated by Indigenous peoples have become major 

staples in the diets of peoples around the world. Today approximately 60 percent of the 

world’s everyday food stems from what were items of Indigenous diets.160 Such foods 

include corn (maize), manioc, potatoes, sweet potatoes, peanuts, squashes and 

pumpkins, tomatoes, papayas, avocados, pineapples, guavas, chili peppers, chocolate 

(cacao), vanilla, popcorn and many species of beans. In terms of cuisine, one wonders 

where, for example, Italian cooking would be without tomatoes; Indian and Thai food 

without peppers; or what other world gastronomies might be without squashes and 

beans. Other non-edible plants of great importance used by Indigenous people were 

cotton, rubber, and tobacco. 

Potatoes 

What I say is that, if a man really likes potatoes, he must be a pretty decent sort of fellow. 
—A.A. Milne 

Originally, the Old World depended primarily on aboveground grain crops (wheat, 

rye, barley, oats, rice, millet, and sorghum). Since these plants grow on high stalks, their 

                                                           
xii

 Interestingly, in the 17
th

 and 18
th

 century white Irish people served a form of indentured servitude in , but unlike 
institutionalized chattel slavery, indentured servitude was neither hereditary nor lifelong; unlike black slaves, white 
indentured servants had legal rights; unlike black slaves, indentured servants weren't considered property. 
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production depended on the vagaries of weather and animal pests—often resulting in 

famines in England, Scandinavia, Russia, Germany, and other northern states. This 

concentrated populations and power centers in warmer climates where grains flourished 

such as Greece, Rome, Persia and Egypt. It turned out that the introduction of the 

humble potato into Europe would ultimately have far greater impact than the vast 

quantities of silver and gold from the Americas that catalyzed such great change in the 

world economic system. Apparently, at the time of Spanish contact, Indigenous 

Peruvian farmers in the Andes Mountains were producing about 3,000 different types of 

potatoes compared to the mere 250 varieties grown in North America today.161  

The Spanish introduced potatoes into Europe in the late 1500’s. Even though it 

took a while for them to take hold, Professor Weatherford points out that potatoes 

produce more food and further nutrition more reliably and with less labor than the same 

field planted in any grain. Apparently, one hectare of potatoes produces 7.5 million 

calories while the same land planted in wheat produces only 4.2 million calories. At the 

same time, potatoes consume far less calories or energy such that each farmer could 

produce more hectares of food per worker (which freed them for other tasks). In 

addition, he notes that they, “…[require] only three to four months to grow compared to 

almost double that for grains…needed far less attention and care while growing…[grew] 

in a variety of soils that were not otherwise productive [and they]…required none of the 

extensive milling and processing of grains, which necessitated large capital investment 

in equipment and transportation…[and] could be pulled from the fields for immediate 

consumption or stored in the basement for nearly a year before being cooked.”162 It is 

for this reason that potatoes represent one of the most important elements of world 

cuisine today and the fourth largest food crop in the world (following maize, rice, and 

wheat).163 

With the help of potato-fed armies of the north, Professor Weatherford contends 

that European power shifted from southern centres towards Russia, Germany and 

England (away from Spain and France). For the military, potatoes were a reliable and 

easily transported long-lasting food. They were also consumed in the navy because 

they prevented scurvy. Ultimately, Weatherford maintains that the adoption of the potato 

as their staple food preceded the rise of northern nations as world powers.164  

Maize 

The Indian Corn, or Maiz, proves the most useful Grain in the World… 
— John Lawson 

The extraorinary value of maize to the world—which originated with the Olmec of 

southern Mexico—needs also to be recognized. Originally, the Olmecs grew three crops 

in combination—know as the three sisters—maize, beans and squash. Maize was a 

hardy plant that could be grown in many tough conditions; beans grew up around the 
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maize, and; squash grew at the base of the maize (which helped to keep weeds from 

growing and fixed nitrogen in the soil). When these plants are eaten together they 

provided all the sustenance people needed. It was the foundation of the Mexican diet for 

thousands of years and provided the food surpluses that led to great flourishing 

Mesoamerican civilizations. 

Europeans coming from lands plagued by famine were impressed because 

maize yielded more grain per acre than any other cereal. More than fifty genetically 

distinguishable maize landracesxiii have been identified in Mexico (with at least thirty 

being native to Oaxaca).165 They not only created new species of maize but created a 

new environment to grown it in. Maize allowed Indigenous societies to prosper. Where it 

grew, high culture developed and flourished. Its value and importance to society was 

recognized as an important symbol for royalty. In the hieroglyphics of the Maya maize 

became the semantic equivalent of the highest royal title, ahaw.166  

Maize spread throughout North and South America and was introduced to 

Europe by Christopher Columbus. By the nineteenth century it was the daily bread of 

Serbia, Rumania, and Moldavia. As well, Northern Italy and southwestern France 

became so dependent on polenta—a type of cornmeal mush—that pellagra (a disease 

caused by eating too much maize which lacks the vitamin niacin (vitamin B3) spread 

widely. Its impact on Africa was even greater, where maize transformed African 

agriculture. (Other Indigenous American crops such as peanuts and manioc also 

became African staples). According to University of Texas historian, Alfred W. Crosby, 

“The probability is that the population of Africa greatly increased because of maize and 

other American Indian crops…[unfortunately also] making the slave trade possible.”167  

Maize spread rapidly because it improved those diets lacking nutrition and 

calories. It also grew quickly providing a large yield, and could be grown in areas that 

were too wet for wheat and too dry for rice.168 In China, maize was found to grow in 

areas not suited for other crops (where it also contributed to a population boom). Today 

reliance on maize for human and animal food is a worldwide phenomenon. The United 

States is the largest maize producer in the world (about 43 percent of global production) 

where it is grown throughout the Corn Belt states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and 

Minnesota.  

  

                                                           
xiii

 A landrace is a domesticated, locally adapted, traditional variety of a species of animal or plant that has 
developed over time, through adaptation to its natural and cultural environment of agriculture and pastoralism, 
and due to isolation from other populations of the species. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environment_(biophysical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pastoralism
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Politics 

Benjamin Franklin cited the Iroquois Confederacy as a model… aware of its success in unifying vast areas…bringing 
together Native nations…[Hoping that] the Constitution could do the same for the thirteen states. That’s why he 

invited two Iroquois men to Philadelphia as advisers.  
― Gloria Steinem, My Life on the Road 

The Iroquois Confederacy (also known as Six Nationsxiv) is the oldest living 

participatory democracy on earth founded by the Great Peacemaker Dekanawidah in 

1142.169 The Iroquois call themselves the Haudenosaunee meaning “peoples of the 

longhouse”—referring to their lengthy bark-covered longhouses that lodged their 

families. It was a complex and flourishing society by the time the first European 

explorers encountered them in the early seventeenth century. The Great Law of Peace 

(Kaianere’ko;wa) was the constitution that set out the principles allowing the six tribal 

nations (originally there were five) to govern themselves peacefully for centuries. It was 

recorded and kept alive on a two row wampum belt.170 Oren Lyons, faithkeeper of the 

Turtle Clan of the Seneca Nations, explained that, “Each nation maintained its own 

leadership, but they all agreed that common causes would be decided in the Grand 

Council of Chiefs…The concept was based on peace and consensus rather than 

fighting."171
  

The search for a better way of government was born of necessity since the 

incessant squabbling amongst the thirteen original colonies delivered more starvation 

than progress. The founding fathers of American democracy borrowed their ideas to 

define a new concept of federalism whereby power is distributed between a central 

authority (the federal government) and smaller political units (the states).172
 The Great 

Law of Peace was essentially the blueprint for a modern democracy since it was a 

political system involving 50 sachems, or chiefs in response to years of warfare 

between the Iroquoian tribes. Both Tom Paine and Ben Franklin, “…appealed to the 

Iroquois system as a model for a democratic and egalitarian federalism” as an 

alternative form of governance to what existed in Europe.173 Figure 1 shows how the 

constitution structure was replicated in the United States Constitution.174  

Iroquois Confederacy and the Great Law 
of Peace 

United States Constitution 

Restricts members from holding more than 
one office in the Confederacy. 

Article I, Section 6, Clause 2, also known as the Ineligibility Clause or 
the Emoluments Clause bars members of serving members of Congress from 
holding offices established by the federal government, while also barring 
members of the executive branch or judicial branch from serving in the U.S. 
House or Senate. 

Outlines processes to remove leaders 
within the Confederacy 

Article II, Section 4 reads “The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of 
the United States shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and the 
conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other High Crimes and Misdemeanors.” 

                                                           
xiv

 There were originally Five Nations—Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca—and became Six Nations 
when the Tuscarora joined in 1722. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/44904964
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Designates two branches of legislature with 
procedures for passing laws 

Article I, Section 1, or the Vesting Clauses, read “All legislative Powers herein 
granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist 
of a Senate and House of Representatives.” It goes on to outline their 
legislative powers. 

Delineates who has the power to declare 
war 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 11, also known as the War Powers Clause, gives 
Congress the power, “To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, 
and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;” 

Creates a balance of power between the 
Iroquois Confederacy and individual tribes 

The differing duties assigned to the three branches of the U.S. Government: 
Legislative (Congress), Executive (President), and Judicial (Supreme Court) act 
to balance and separate power in government. 

 Figure 1 

 

Other scholars175 point out how the symbols of modern America, such as the 

United States Great Seal, were modeled directly from the Iroquois. In 1744, the 

Onondaga leader Canassatego spoke urging the contentious 

colonies to emulate the Iroquois Confederacy and unite using 

the metaphor that many arrows cannot be broken as easily as 

one.176 According to Iroquois legend, “The Peacemaker took 

an arrow from each one of the Five Nations and bound them 

together…symbolizing the combining of individual powers into 

one great power”—a union which could not be bent or broken 

as a single arrow might be.177 To the Iroquois the Tree of 

Peace—the Eastern White Pine—was a symbol whose 

branches spread out to shelter nations committed to peace, 

and on top of it is the Eagle-that-sees-far. The Eagle-that-sees-far became the symbol 

of the American government, the thirteen arrows represent the original colonies, and the 

olive branch symbolizes peace akin to the great white pine.178  

Though there are differing views on the topic, the general appropriation of 

Indigenous ideas and symbolism was acknowledged in 1988 when the United States 

Congress (voting 408 to 8) and Senate (100 to 0) passed concurrent resolutions 

acknowledging the contribution of the Iroquois Confederacy and other Indian Nations to 

the formation and development of the United States and its founding Constitution.179 

The U.S. Senate paid tribute with a resolution that said, "The confederation of the 

original 13 colonies into one republic was influenced by the political system developed 

by the Iroquois Confederacy, as were many of the democratic principles which were 

incorporated into the constitution itself."180 

Advanced Civilizations and Technology 

You can’t say civilization isn’t advancing, in every war, they kill you in a new way. 
— Will Rogers, Cherokee 

There has already been much discussion about the great Indigenous civilizations 

so this section will only touch on a few interesting points. The first technologically 

United States Great Seal 
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advanced Indigenous societies arose in the Norte Chico region of Peru—the cradle of 

Andean civilization—between 3500 and 2500 B.C.E. This great civilization emerged 

before, or contemporaneously, with Mesopotamia, China, and India, and was a thriving 

metropolis as Egypt’s great pyramids were being built (predating Olmec civilization to 

the north by 1,000 years).181 The Sacred City of Caral was its capital. It was a 5,000-

year-old metropolis complete with complex agricultural practices, rich culture, and 

monumental architecture (including six large pyramidal structures), stone and earthen 

platform mounds, temples, amphitheatre, sunken circular plazas, and residential 

areas.182 The earliest city of the Norte Chico civilization was Huaricanga, which also had 

an impressive temple and other large-scale public buildings. There were at least seven 

Norte Chico settlements on the Peruvian coast—an extraordinary flourishing ancient 

civilization for the time. Charles Mann suggests that when they were built, there was 

only one other such urban complex on earth located in Sumer (thought to be the earliest 

known civilization in what was southern Mesopotamia—now southern Iraq).183  

Other such advanced pre-Columbian Indigenous civilizations that flourished were 

the: Cahokia of the Mississippi (ca.1050 -1350 CE), the Zapotec in Valley of Oaxaca  

(ca. 400 BCE-700 CE), the Toltec centred in Tula, Mexico (ca. 900-1168 CE), the 

Olmec in the tropical lowlands of south-central Mexico (ca. 1500-400 BCE), the Maya 

(ca. 2000 BCE-1600 CE), the Aztec (ca. 1300-1521 CE), the Chimor in the northern 

coast of Peru (ca. 850-1470 BCE),  the Mixtec of central southern Mexico (ca. 800-1500 

CE), the Moche in northern Peru (ca. 100-700 CE), the Mississippian (ca. 800-1600 

CE), the Puebloans in southwestern United States (ca. 900-1350 CE), the Totonac of 

Mexico, the Teotihuacan located in the Valley of Mexico (ca. 100 BCE-700 CE), 

Huastec people located in Mexico (ca. 1000 BCE-1450 CE), the Purepecha located in 

Mexico (ca. 150-1350 CE), Izapa located in the Mexican Chiapas (ca. 500 BCE-1200 

CE), the Muisca located in Colombia (ca. 500 BCE- 1500 BCE), and the Inka located in 

western South America (ca. 1300-1542 CE). 

In the early 1400’s the Chinese had prided themselves in making the world’s 

finest and thinnest porcelain often referred to as china or bone china (very different from 

pottery—also known as earthenware).184 They were, however, enormously impressed 

with the Indigenous people of Cholula (located in modern Mexico roughly 50 miles 

southeast of Mexico City) who, to their astonishment, produced porcelain that was even 

thinner than their best. They recorded that it was so thin that it became translucent 

when filled with water, allowing designs on the undersides to be seen through it.185 It 

was said that the emperor Moctezuma would only eat off Cholula polychromes that 

were deemed the finest in the Teotihuacan system.186  

Most people mistakenly believe that the world’s biggest pyramid is in Egypt, but it 

is the Great Pyramid of Cholula (known to the Indigenous as Quetzalcóatl Pyramid) 

hidden under a hill in Mexico.187 By some estimates it was the largest ancient 
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monument ever constructed by humans188—representing a volume four times the Giza 

Pyramid in Egypt, the Quetzalcóatl Pyramid stands 177 ft (54 m) tall, and its base 

covers an area of nearly 45 acres (18.2 ha)—being wider than four football fields.189 

This site is thought of as being akin to ancient Rome to Christians or Mecca to Muslims 

since it was the place where kings went to be crowned. In 1519, when Hernán Cortés 

and his conquistadors arrived in Cholula (which was one of the largest cities in central 

Mexico at the time) he found, “It had a temple featuring more stairs, claimed one 

Spaniard, than the main pyramid in Tenochtitlan.”190 Since the pyramid was covered 

with dirt and vegetation, they initially thought it was a hill with a hermit’s shrine on top of 

it so they: 

…tore it down. and rebuilt Cholula in the same fashion they did across Mexico—

replacing “demon-worshipping” sites with Catholic ones…. But what those 

kneeling [present-day] visitors may not know is that as they kneel in that 

[Catholic] church [on top of the pyramid] and pray for rain, they are participating 

in a 2,000-year-old tradition of continuous prayer from the people of this region to 

a higher power. Underneath this church is a temple [the Pyramid] that is believed 

to have been the most important religious site in pre-Hispanic central Mexico.191 

More recently, new LIDAR (i.e., light detection and ranging) technology has 

astonishingly revealed that Central America supported an advanced civilisation more 

like the sophisticated cultures of ancient Greece or China. Apparently, some 1,500 

years ago the Mayan civilisation, at its peak, covered an area about twice the size of 

medieval England with an estimated population of around five million with 10 to 15 

million people living in the area. There has been 60,000 newly identified structures 

discovered with incredible defensive features. The new findings included, “…walls, 

fortresses and moats…a seven-storey pyramid…[and a] complex network of causeways 

linking all the Maya cities in the area….[with] raised highways…[and] were wide enough 

to suggest they were heavily trafficked and used for trade.”192 

Knowledge 

I believe very firmly that Indigenous populations had a good, intuitive understanding of why we're here. And we're 
trying to gain that same understanding now... 

— Serj Tankian 

Of the numerous contributions of Indigenous Americans to world knowledge, 

many are in the areas of medicine193, mathematics194, culinary arts195, art, architecture 

and urban planning, sports196, and astronomy197. In a recent South African first, Motheo 

Koitsiwe, earned the country’s first PhD in Indigenous astronomy revealing that they 

used, “their indigenous knowledge of celestial bodies for agriculture, reproductive 

health, navigation, time calculation, calendar making, rainmaking and thanksgiving 

ceremonies, and for natural disaster management.”198 Likewise, the Mayans were 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/10/29/a-royal-wizard-s-psychedlic-palace-in-the-mexican-jungle.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/content/dailybeast/articles/2016/02/21/a-bloody-tale-of-how-mexico-went-catholic.html
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particularly advanced in metaphysics, astronomy and mathematics, but had their 

libraries of knowledge destroyed by Spanish religious zealots. In fact, the oldest book 

verified to have been written in the America’s is a 900-year-old Mayan guide to 

astronomy.199 They also developed two complicated and accurate calendar systems, 

and were producing rubber products (through the process of vulcanization where rubber 

was combined with other products to make it more durable) 3000 years before Charles 

Goodyear received his patent in 1843. Quite early on in mathematics they,  

“…constructed a very sophisticated number system, possibly more advanced than any 

other in the world at the time…Maya and their neighbours had independently developed 

the concept of zero by at least as early as 36 BCE.”200  

However, perhaps the most important contributions that Indigenous people have 

made to society relate to their understanding of the environment, ecology, balanced 

spirituality, and a legacy of wisdom relating to human relations. Indeed at a time when 

human activity threatens the survival of the species, it is perhaps time to take stock and 

pay attention to such ancient knowledge. Such information can be used with scientific 

principles and data. The complex web embodied in the wisdom of ancient Indigenous 

cultures relating to adaptability and survival is an invaluable resource for greater 

humanity.  

There is no question that traditional Indigenous knowledge can make urban and 

natural resource development less intrusive to the environment, and possibly more 

amenable and kinder to people. In looking at the contributions of Indigenous people to 

contemporary society, the question is not, “What have Indigenous people done for us?” 

(though it should now be obvious those contributions are extraordinary). The more 

useful and relevant question is, “What can Indigenous people and their knowledge do 

for us going forward?” 
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Chapter 5 

Shapeshifters through Time  
 

The measure of intelligence is the ability to change. 
― Albert Einstein  

Indigenous cultures have stories of “shapeshifters” who often play an important 

cultural role. The Wabanaki people have the story of Glooscap, a cultural hero—who 

could will himself to assume any shape or size, yet was kind and benevolent and full of 

divine wisdom. Amongst tribal groups there can be variations as to the powers and roles 

of shapeshifters. There are often origin legends where humans could transform into 

other states or beings. For some Indigenous groups the shapeshifter is an animal like 

the coyote, beaver, or raven, and for others it is a human or supernatural being. In some 

groups the trickster and shapeshifter are melded together such as the raven or coyote. 

Beyond stories and metaphors, shapeshifters symbolize the process, power, and 

consequences of transformation. Metaphorically they represent the strength in adapting 

to change, and the value of flexibility and resilience. 

For Indigenous people of the Pacific Northwest, a classic shapeshifter origin tale 

is the story of the Raven—the cunning trickster—

stealing the sun. In the Sm’algyax language of 

the Ts’msyen this character is known as 

Txamsm.  The story tells of how Raven, at the 

beginning of time, became fed up with stumbling 

around in total darkness. He learned of an old 

man living alone with his daughter who had the 

great treasure of light locked in a bentwood box. 

In order to release the light Raven hatched a 

plan to steal it. One day when the daughter was 

dipping her basket into a stream of water, Raven 

transformed hinself into a hemlock needle. In 

drinking the water she swallowed the hemlock 

needle and Raven was eventually born as a 

human. The old man became very fond of him and one day opened the bentwood box 

and threw the sphere of light to him. At that instant, he transformed spreading his 

majestic black wings into flight and caught the ball of light in his long beak. He then flew 

up through the smokehole of the longhouse, escaping into darkness, and the sun came 

to brighten and nourish a universe of darkness.  

There is a similar origin story of powerful transformers from the Sto:lo people 

located on the Fraser River (east of present-day city of Vancouver, British Columbia). A 

Raven Steals the Sun 

(Tsi’msyen artist Bill Helin) 
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long time in the past, they believed humans and animals could take on each others 

forms and communicate. There came into being Xexa:ls (shapeshifters) who were the 

three sons and one daughter of the Red-Headed Woodpecker and Black Bear. As the 

children of the Xexa:ls made their journey through their territory, they turned bad people 

into stone and good people into useful natural resources such as cedar trees, sturgeon 

and beaver. These transformed entities became the ancestors of modern Sto:lo people. 

However, beyond simply transforming people, they made the human and natural world 

a better place. Having done this, after travelling from sunrise to sunset, they went back 

to sunrise and were never seen again.201 

Such stories reveal shapeshifters as supernatural forces that can help or harm 

people. In this discussion, however, it refers to the ancestral capacity of Indigenous 

people to powerfully and psychologically transform themselves with an attitude and 

outlook to survive in an often harsh natural world. 

Masters of Adaptation 

Adapt or perish, now as ever, is nature's inexorable imperative. 
— H. G. Wells 

Some mistakenly believe that Charles Darwin’s insight into the evolution of the 

species is that it is the fittest who survive. What Darwin did advise, however, is better 

summarized as, it is the most adaptable to change who survives—not the strongest or 

smartest. In other words, for survival or success it is important to understand what was 

termed in the author’s previous book202, as the Law of Growth and Mind of Reinvention. 

These principles underline the importance of understanding that life is dynamic (i.e., 

constantly changing from moment to moment) and to survive and flourish requires a 

focussed and flexible mindset that best prepares one to adapt (and therefore evolve 

advantageously) to any change. 

When large parts of the North America were covered in ice sheets, the 

demanding elemental forces of the environment engrained into early Indigenous 

peoples the paramount importance of adapting quickly and efficiently to change. 

Researchers suggest that their survival in such harsh circumstances is, “…one of 

humanity’s greatest achievements, a feat of endurance and adaptation not to be 

equaled.”203 Archaeologist, David Meltzer, observed that, early Indigenous people were 

extraordinarily adept at moving over the landscape and their entire history and 

existence was about adapting through a toolbox of tactics and strategies honed over 

millennia .204 These Indigenous ancestors and their descendants braved the unknown, 

but succeeded in settling the longest geographic expanse ever settled by humans. To 

do this, archaeologist David Anderson noted, they had to be, “…resilient and 

resourceful [adapting] masterfully to a vast array of ecosystems on two 
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continents…[and] …exemplify the spirit of survival and adventure that represents 

the very best of humanity.”205 [Emphasis added]  

So prior to the advent of colonialism the great strength of Indigenous ancestors 

was that their ability to adapt to change. They had an intrinsic understanding that life 

was dynamic. Circumstances could change in an instant. Survival required a focussed 

and flexible mindset that best prepared them to quickly adapt to rapid changes. 

Unfortunately, government enforced dependency over the last 200 years has altered 

this mindset. This resilience, however, lies dormant within the social DNA of modern 

Indigenous people. It is important that young people understand this and reawaken their 

cultural transformer to retake their power and once again develop a living culture of 

master adapters. By understanding that the underlying strength of their ancestors lie in 

their ability to adapt quickly to change, they can understand how they too must 

reawaken and hone this vital capability. 

Working Together 

He who would do great things should not attempt them all alone. 
—Seneca the Younger 

The author’s first book Dances with Dependency: Out of Poverty through Self-

Reliance, outlines several important traits and characteristics that provide clues as to 

why early Indigenous peoples were master adapters.206 Firstly, survival demanded 

absolute self-reliance, self-discipline and leadership. As the first Europeans found, 

Indigenous people were fiercely self-reliant because they simply had to be—there was 

no alternative that did not involve starvation and demise. This independence was 

reinforced by the severe self-discipline needed to stand alone in an uncertain world.  

The stark reality of having absolutely no social safety net ensured that a 

fundamental level of organization and understanding pervaded at the very grassroots of 

the tribal structure. As well, survival demanded that Indigenous people be 

interdependent, so that individual tribal members relied on each other. Their conduct 

was tempered so that they organized and worked together with the common purpose of 

mutual protection, to obtain sustenance, and avoid starvation or domination by the next 

tribe. In addition, for early Indigenous people, one of the most important roles was that 

of leadership—which meant having a high code of moral conduct while assuming 

enormous responsibility. Leaders paid close attention to the state and condition of their 

people and provided direction and good advice when needed.  

Finally, Indigenous people were charactized by cultural cooperation or 

synchronization, where their cultures of survival reinforced interdependence of tribal 

members on the other. Their practice through the millenia taught that survival depended 

upon being culturally attuned so that the cooperation of the unit ensured the survival of 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/594918?ref=native-american-indian-inspirational
https://www.azquotes.com/author/19765-Seneca_the_Younger
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the individual. Experience and culture guaranteed that collective action was effective in 

achieving the strategic objectives critical for all. In the author’s Indigenous language, the 

phrase sayt k’ilim goot captures this notion, meaning people should be, “of one path, 

one mind, and one heart.” 

 

The Commanche Empire of the Plains  

We do not go into ceremony to talk about God. We go into ceremony to talk with God. 
— Quanah Parker, War leader of the Quahadi band of Commanche Nation 

The toughness and survival qualities of Indigenous ancestors were exemplified 

by the Commanches who occupied an enormous area (most of present-day 

northwestern Texas and adjacent areas in eastern New Mexico, southeastern Colorado, 

southwestern Kansas, western Oklahoma and northern Chihuhua). Author S.C. Gwynne 

declared the Commanches as the most powerful Indian Tribe in American history for 

stopping cold the northern drive of colonial Spain from Mexico (where millions of 

Indigenous Mexicans had already been slaughtered) and 

blocking the westward expansion of the French from 

Louisiana.207 That such a small group of Commanches 

could accomplish this was astonishing, but even more 

remarkable was how they did it. Professor and author 

Pekka Maamlainen noted that they built an, “…imperial 

organization that subdued, exploited, marginalized, co-

opted, and profoundly transformed near and distant 

colonial outposts, thereby reversing the conventional 

imperial trajectory in vast segments of North and Central 

America.”208 

According to Gwynne, the band of Commanches 

known as the Quahadis were, the hardest, fiercest, least 

yielding part of the tribe that long had a reputation as the 

most violent and warlike on the continent. He noted that 

they were so tough that, “…if they ran low on water they 

were known to drink the contents of the dead horse’s 

stomach, something even the toughest Texas Ranger 

would not do.”209 As a result of their fierce independence 

they avoided contact with Europeans which spared them decimation from diseases that 

befell most Indigenous groups.  

This small warrior-band was estimated to number in the mere thousands. Despite 

this fact and the phenomenal technological and social change taking place at the time, 

Quanah Parker 
War Leader of the Quahadi band of 

Commanche Nation 
(Unknown photographer) 
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they were incredibly successful in defending a military and trade empire about the size 

of France (covering some 240,000 square miles).210 As with all other Indigenous tribes, 

the advantages of European technology (steel, guns, horses, etc.), resulted in their 

rapid adoption of and transferral of western technology. Since they owned more horses, 

they were richer than any other tribe. From their introduction in the 1600’s, the 

incredible rate of adaptation to horses gave Indigenous people astounding advantages 

as hunters and raiders. Horse culture spread with astonishing speed and by the 1700’s 

all tribes of Texas and the Canadian plains recognized their great practical value for 

hunting, war, and trade.211  

Early Americans were utterly dazzled by their, “…horsemanship, their prowess 

on horseback with a bow and arrow, and their ability to break wild mustangsxv.”212 

American Colonel Richard Dodge believed the Commanches to be the finest light 

cavalry in the world, whom he touted to be superior to any mounted soldiers in Europe 

or America.213 George Catlin, a well-known artist and chronicler of the west (who 

travelled with Colonel Dodge), declared Commanches to be the “most extraordinary 

horsemen” he had ever seen, and described American soldiers as being dumbfounded 

by their skill. Apparently, in the time it took a soldier to load and fire one round from a 

musket, a Commanche on horseback riding at full charge could shoot twenty arrows 

with the accuracy to kill a man at thirty yards.214 Caitlin and others were utterly 

flabbergasted at how skilfully this was done while carrying a bow, shield and a long 

lance (14 feet in length). While passing the enemy, a warrior at full gallop would shift his 

body to the side of a horse (with his heel hanging over the horses’s back) to screen him 

from enemy weapons while unleashing a deadly volley of arrows.215  

It was also noted how incredibly effective and frightening they were in attacking a 

stationary enemy. Apparently, great numbers of mounted Commanche warriors formed 

themselves at high speed into a wedge-shaped mass. With great precision they 

morphed into the shape of a great wheel that turned as it advanced forward. 

Ethnographers Ernest Wallace and E. Admanson Hoebel described the formation as 

being like a, “…ring, winding around with machinelike regularity, approaching nearer 

and nearer with each revolution. As a warrior moves toward the point on the circle 

nearest the enemy, he dropped into the loop around the horse’s neck and shot arrows 

from beneath it.”216 

                                                           
xv Observers were amazed by the process and speed with which they could break a wild horse. This consisted first 

in lassoing it, then tightening the noose so it choked the horse and driving it to the ground. When it appeared the 
horse was close to death, the noose would be loosened and the lathered and trembling horse would stand. As it 
stood the captor would gently stroke its ears, nose and forehead, and gradually put his mouth over the horses’ 
nostrils blowing air into its nose. This astonishing process would be completed with the Commanche throwing a 
thong around the now-broken horses’ lower jaw, mounting it and riding away. 
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The enormous daily distances that the average Commanche could travel on 

horse was also surprising. While their nomadic range was around eight hundred miles, 

their striking range on horseback was an astonishing four hundred miles. Gwynne 

suggests that this, “…meant that a Spanish settler or soldier in San Antonio was in 

grave danger from a Commanche brave sitting before a fire in the equivalent of modern-

day Oklahoma City [about 420 miles as the crow flies] …[It was ] years before [settlers] 

understood that the same tribe was raiding the plain of Durango, was also riding above 

the Arkansas River in modern-day Kansas.”217 As a result, the settler population and 

American military had a completely distorted view of the numbers and strength of the 

Commanche. Gwynne suggests that the reality was that they, “…were nothing more 

than a tiny population of overmatched and outgunned aboriginals who happened to 

occupy an absurdly large chunk of the nations’ midsection.”218 Moreover, it was baffling 

that they were able to do so in an era of advancing technology (steam engines, 

transcontinental railroads, nation-spanning telegraph lines), and armies capable of 

enormous destruction.  

The Commanche are an outstanding example of Indigenous ancestors who 

exercised powerful survival traits in their contact with Europeans. They were extremely 

competitive and enterprising—bringing their deeply embedded DNA of master adapter 

skills into the trade business with Europeans. Upon contact, the overall adroitness with 

which Indigenous people “shapeshifted” (adjusted to) changing environmental, cultural, 

and economic circumstances was impressive. This was so for most Indigenous peoples 

even with the advent of destructive diseases, blatant policies of cultural assimilation, 

their displacement to the most barren and unproductive lands, and government policy 

explicitly designed to create economic dependency. Yet the resilience of millennial-

spanning master adapters is being roused as Indigenous people awaken to take their 

power back from an era of colonization. It is time to morph again from the enforced 

culture of dependency to the engrained warrior spirit of independence of Indigenous 

ancestors. 
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Chapter 6 

 

The First Enterpreneurs 

A pearl is worthless as long as it is in its shell. 
— Indigenous American proverb 

In post-contact North America, it was very clear that Indigenous people had a 

flair for entrepreneurship. Their toolbox of tactics and strategies for adaptation equipped 

them well for European commercial enterprise. Given their long history as skillful 

traders, it was not surprising that they would use trade to acquire the material wealth 

and goods necessary to improve their lives. Author Peter C. Newman suggested that 

Indigenous people wanted to be part of the Industrial Revolution to acquire better 

technology since, “…it meant meals could be cooked in copper pans over fires instead 

of birch bark cauldrons containing red hot rocks [or in bentwood boxes], and fish could 

be caught on strong metal hooks instead of threaded carved beaver teeth or bird 

bones.”219 (Newman notes that the technology transfer also went the other way with 

Indigenous people providing Europeans with snowshoes, birch bark canoes, mocassins 

and toboggans.)In the ferocious competition amongst tribes, the enormous advantages 

of such items were plain to all. 

There were clear trading protocols amongst tribes, and vast trading networks.220 

As well, there was an acute sense of the exchange value for European goods 

(sometimes misinterpreted by Europeans)221—and a keen eye for quality.222 When 

circumstances changed, they adapted quickly to new conditions, especially if it 

promised greater prosperity. Trade was so critical that it drove the evolution of novel 

forms of Indigenous language development. Plains Indian Sign Language (or American 

Indian Sign Language) became the lingua franca amongst Indigenous people in a vast 

area of North America and Mesoamerica.223 As early as 1541, a member of Spanish 

explorer Francisco Vasquez de Coronado’s expedition described plains people as, 

“…so skillful [in sign language] it seemed as if they spoke…[making] everything so clear 

that an interpreter was not necessary.”224 

Similarly, in the 19th century when Europeans first arrived in the Pacific 

Northwest, a special trade language emerged called Chinook Jargon. Given the need to 

trade in a highly diverse geography with enormous linguistic variation, like Plains Sign 

Language, it arose from necessity developing from a pidgin language (a simplified 

means of expression). It was intially based on Chinook and Chehalis languages of the 

lower and middle Columbia River in Oregon State.225 After European contact, Chinook 

Jargon became a full-fledged language that further incorporated English, French 

(especially Metis French), and Nootka jargon. At the height of use, it was spoken by an 
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estimated 100,000 people—an enormous number given the sparse population density 

at the time.  

 

An Ancient Culture of Enterprise 

Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there. 
― Will Rogers, Cherokee 

Amongst pre-Columbian Indigenous people of the Americas, trade took the form 

of barter—serving the same purpose as it had to everyone else in the world. For 

example, 3,800 years ago wild water potatoes (known as wapato) were cultivated and 

used as an important trading commodity by the people of the Katzie First Nation.226 

When money was not used in most parts of the world, surplus items were exchanged 

for necessities and luxury goods. As trade routes expanded, the goods exchanged 

became more exotic. The following section will look at specific examples of trade 

expansion to provide a sense of development throughout the Americas. As well, 

Indigenous involvement in areas that may surprise some—such as the Indigenous slave 

trade—will be examined. 

Trade Throughout the Americas 

Every man lives by exchanging. 
― Adam Smith 

There is no question that trade was central to the survival of Indigenous people 

throughout the Americas. The Iroquois Wars (also known as the Beaver Wars, or 

French and Iroquois Wars) were a series of 17th century conflicts over the highly 

lucrative and competitive fur trade.227 The name for Canada’s capital, Ottawa, pays 

homage to the trading prowess of its Indigenous people—being an Algonquian word 

meaning “to trade” or “to buy and sell.” It is an English corruption of the word Adawe or 

Odawa that is borrowed from the Outaouais nation who were a famous trading nation of 

the Anishnabe language family.228 Indigenous trade extends back into ancient history. 

Its development and some of the more interesting examples of such trade will be 

discussed in this section.  

10,000 years ago in the Pacific Northwest, trade had been a key element of 

Indigenous economies. According to Ts’msyen tribal adaax (oral history), one of the first 

wars of this period was fought amongst nations to ensure access to resources, territory 

and trade. This forced the losers to migrate into other territories which precipitated 

renewed scarcity of resources and hostilities. Later around 1600 CE, warfare was again 

sparked by competition for resources as raids for food and wealth became increasingly 
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common amongst the Haida, Nisga’a, Ts’msyen, and Gitxsan nations. This also spurred 

conflict amongst the Ts’msyen and neighboring nations for control over trade routes and 

exclusive trade alliances. 

Initially, items such as “native copper,”229 red ochre and dentalium shells were 

commonly traded amongst these tribes. As early as 9,000 years ago, obsidian (a 

volcanic rock that was especially prized because it could be flaked to create a razor 

sharp cutting edge) was sourced from Mount Edziza near the Stikine River and was 

traded throughout an area spanning hundreds of kilometres. Archaeological evidence 

suggests that around 5,000 years ago its use had spread to the remote Haida Gwaii 

archipelago with an increase in the sharing of previously isolated technologies. Further 

archaeological research (supported by Indigenous oral histories) indicate a steady 

increase in the interdependence of economies through trade. 2,500 years ago trade 

travel amongst communities or regions producing speciality products, and foods and 

material goods became part of everyday life. Soon transportation corridors developed 

that became the core of a more structured and rapidly growing trade network. 2,000 

years ago there was a dramatic influx of new peoples from the north into the region of 

the Ts’msyen resulting in a brief destablizing period of warfare and inter-Indigenous 

assimilation. This eventually resulted in, closer economic ties between coastal nations 

and their inland neighbours. According to one source, “trade alliances became 

increasingly complex as Houses [i.e., sub-tribes within tribes—the fundamental 

economic and political units] and tribes formalized their trade perogatives in 

feasts.”230 [Emphasis added] This growing web of commerce expanded and matured in 

all tribes of the Pacific Northwest until European contact.  

Two thousand years ago, the Hopewell Culture231 exploded into prominence from 

its bases in America’s midwest establishing a continental trade network. The Hopewell 

exchange system spanned from the Crystal River Indian Mounds in modern-day Florida 

as far north as the Canadian shores of Lake Ontario. Indigenous nations within this area 

traded extensively—especially along transportation waterways. Exotic materials from 

remote regions were traded with those living in the major trading and manufacturing 

areas. These materials were, in turn, converted into products and exported through 

local and regional exchange networks. This resulted in the spreading of such objects far 

and wide where many have been found in burial sites outside the Midwest.232 By 400 

C.E. this trade network remained intact so that shell beads from Florida, obsidian from 

the Rocky Mountains, and mica from Tennesse could be found in the American 

northeast.233 By 1000 C.E. trade relationships had covered the continent of North 

America for more than 1000 years—mother-of-pearl from the Gulf of Mexico was found 

in Manitoba, and Lake Superior copper was unearthed in Lousiana.234 

Author Peter C. Newman suggests that the reason the North American fur trade, 

progressed smoothly was because Europeans tapped into the existing Indigenous 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal_River_Indian_Mounds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Product_(business)
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economic trade network. The trade web in Canada is described as extending back five 

thousand years and literally spanning the continent—extending from Hudson Bay 

across the prairies, inland from the Pacific, and from the St. Lawrence to the Great 

Lakes. He describes how the canny Mandan traders (located along the banks of the 

Mississipi in what is now North and South Dakota) built an enormous empire. As well, 

he explains how the Cree with the Assiniboine and Chipewyan (located in present-day 

provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba) used surprisingly shrewd tactics in 

exercising a virtual trade monopoly with Hudson Bay Company trading posts.235 Since 

land had to be claimed by right of exploration—by Nor’Westers (a co-operative 

company) and then by occupation by the Hudson’s Bay Company , the pervasive British 

use of Indigenous transcontinental trade routes became a major factor in preventing 

Western Canada from becoming absorbed into the United States and remained as 

British territories ( the land was claimed).236 

Further to the south, the Olmec civilization (1200-400 BCE) is considered the 

forerunner of all subsequent Mesoamericaxvi cultures. Its influence and trade activities 

spread as far south as present-day Nicaragua. Subsequently, the dominant traders to 

emerge from the Mesoamerican cultures were the Mayans and Aztecs. In the Mayan, 

Aztec/Mexica cultures, a strong market economy was very important and merchants 

had an exceptionally high status.237 They supplied urban specialists with raw materials 

and finished goods for conversion into luxury goods for elites, and exportable items for 

trade. The Aztecs had full-time merchants who travelled long distances and were often 

organized into guilds. Likely the most famous category of Aztec merchants of this time 

were the Pochteca238, who were full-time, long-distance merchants. Amongst the Maya 

themselves there were two kinds of goods; commercialized, prestige items such as 

jade, gold, copper, highly decorated pottery, and ritual items, and; subsistence items 

(those used on a daily basis such as food, clothing, tools, basic pottery, salt, etc.).239 

Archaeologists believe that the South American cousins of the Maya and Aztec, 

the Inka, did not have a trading class but had a centrally planned economy—perhaps 

the most successful ever seen. There was, however, external trading in small scale with 

tribes outside the empire mostly from the Amazon. Given that conventional trade was 

limited, they were phenomenally successful in creating surplus wealth for their 

population. Their success resulted from the efficient management of labor and the 

administration of resources they collected as tribute. Their method of organization was 

critical to attaining such economic power where collective labor was the basis for 

economic productivity and for the creation of social wealth.  

                                                           
xvi

 The term Mesoamerica is derived from the Greek and means "Middle America." It refers to a geographical 
and cultural area which extends from central Mexico down through Central America, including the territory 
which is now made up of the countries of Guatemala, Belize, Honduras and El Salvador.  Source: 
https://www.tripsavvy.com/what-is-mesoamerica-1588575.  

https://www.tripsavvy.com/what-is-mesoamerica-1588575
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The Inka were highly organized so that the ayllu—the clan or community groups 

that were the center of economic productivity—were the specific agencies creating 

wealth. The Spanish were astonished as to the complexity and refinement of economic 

production they encountered. In the Inka system, the refusal to contribute labor was 

punishable with the death penalty. Labor was, in turn, divided according to regional 

ayllus: agriculture, ceramic production, road building, and textiles would be centralized 

in the most productive regions. Once production was accumulated, the government 

collected the surplus. After local needs were met the surplus was distributed where 

needed. The quid pro quo for the labor of citizens was free clothing, food, health care 

and education.240 

A critical key to the economic success of the Inka were their incredible highways. 

Upon Spanish contact the main Royal Highway was 5000 kilometers long. In total, the 

entire Inka road system extended over 40,000 kilometers connecting millions of people 

and facilitating trade.241 Economic exchanges were made using the barter system by 

which people traded with each other for things they needed. Since most of Europe did 

not have money until the eighteenth century, the lack of currency was not a surprise to 

the Spanish, but the lack of markets (which likely produced some gross inefficiencies) 

was a surprise. Even more surprising was that their planned surpluses of goods were so 

successful that it became one of the few empires in the world that succeeded in 

eradicating hunger.242  

The Indigenous Slave Trade 
 

Remember, Sir, that [England] began the slave trade. 
―Benjamin Franklin 

 

After an uprising in 1675 in Massachussets, more than 1000 Indigenous People 

were sold into slavery, and between 1670 and 1715 a further 30,000 and 50,000 were 

sold in the South.243 This group represented a small subset of the estimated two to five 

million Indigenous people subjugated as pawns of the colonial international Indigenous 

slave trade.244 While Indigenous people were enslaved by Europeans, a  prominent item 

of trade amongst the pre-Columbian Indigenous people themselves was Indigenous 

slaves.245 Intially they owned Indigenous slaves and post-contact they owned African 

slaves.246 Slave ownership and trade was common and pre-existed contact. 

In the Pacific Northwest, the Haida, Nuu-chah-nulth, Tlingit, Coast Ts’msyen, 

Salishan (and others) were renowned as fierce warriors and slave-traders. They raided 

as far as California and among neighboring people. Apparently, slavery was hereditary, 

with new slaves generally being prisoners of war or captured for the purpose of trade 

and status. It was thought that, “among some Pacific Northwest tribes about a quarter 

of the population were slaves.”247 [Emphasis added] 

http://www.discover-peru.org/inca-law/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haida_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuu-chah-nulth_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tlingit_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coast_Tsimshian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrior
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_trade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slaves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoners_of_war
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One of the most interesting and well-documented accounts of the condition of the 

life of a slave came from the Mowachahtxvii people of the West Coast of Vancouver 

Island. In 1803, Chief Maquinna captured two Europeans from the fur trading ship 

Boston. After a well-coordinated attack, John Jewitt (who had suffered a serious head 

wound in the raid) had to identify the heads “arranged in a line” of twenty five 

crewmates who were massacred aboard the ship. Due to their useful skills, Jewitt (the 

armourerxviii), and, John Thomson (the ship’s sailmaker) were spared and became part 

of the 50 slaves owned by Chief Maquinna (who also had nine wives).  

Jewitt kept a most interesting journal which shed light on their practice of slavery. 

It revealed that the Mowachaht society were hierarchical, and slaves from war were the 

property of those who captured them.248 They were at the absolute mercy of their 

masters, and toiled under the constant fear of being put to death for any reason. They 

had to do whatever was asked of them, but typically this was the most arduous labour. 

The economic value of slaves on the coast was akin to the value of horses to plains 

tribes. Amongst the Pacific Northwest tribes it was not uncommon for Chiefs to 

emphasize their high-ranking status by subjecting slaves to various forms of derision or 

even theatrical forms of execution. In some respects, their emphasis on rank and status 

is comparable to the hierarchical cultures of Asia (such as those in China, and Japan). 

Throughout the Americas, the Indigenous enslavement of other Indigenous 

people was commonplace. In pre-Columbian Mesoamerica the most common forms of 

slavery were those of prisoners of war and debtors. In some areas, victims of human 

sacrifice were prisoners of war or slaves. Other slave-owning tribes were the Muscogee 

Creek of Georgia, the Pawnee and Klamath, the Caribs of Dominica, the Tupinambá of 

Brazil, and some coastal societies (as discussed, such as the Yurok, that lived along the 

coast from what is now Alaska, and a host of other tribes from Alaska to California).249 

Taking a Culture of Enterprise into Trade with Europeans 

There is but one secret to success: never give up. 
― Ben Nighthorse Campbell, Northern Cheyenne & Former U.S. Senator 

As a result of their keen interest in European goods, post-Columbian trade 

amongst Indigenous people accelerated rapidly. Throughout North America they were 

central players in the highly lucrative fur trade. They used their hunting and trapping 

skills for acquiring furs to exchange for trade goods. In early Canada this led to an 

                                                           
xvii

 The people from this area used to be referred to as the Nootka, but is no longer the preferred name for the 
Nuu-chah-nulth people of the West Coast. The term Nootka is not an Indigenous word, but appears to be a 
rendering of what Captain Cook’s interpretation of what they called themselves. However, in this cicurmstance, it 
is more appropriate to use name representing the single village of Mowachaht (where Chief Maquinna was from) 
rather than Nuu-chah-nulth which encompasses many different groups from the region. 
xviii

 Someone skilled in the making of armor or arms. In Jewitt’s time this essentially was being a blacksmith. 
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enormous volume of trade. For example, in 1684 the Hudsons’ Bay Company shipped 

300 flintlock muskets, 2,000 iron axes, 2,160 kaolin tobacco pipes, 3,000 jackknives, 

and 5,000 butcher knives to its Albany post (a Cree community on James Bay). This 

was just one of their many trading posts. These items were used for trade with 

Indigenous people along the well-established “Voyageurs Highway,” a trade route that 

stretched across Canada from Montreal on the St. Lawrence to Fort Chipewyan (in 

Alberta).250 It turned out that their skill in acquiring and trading furs, not only provided 

them with technology, but a clear path into the coming cash economy. 

Author James Daschuk decribes the period known to scholars as “middleman 

trade” where Indigenous groups took on the role of, “…brokers between the fur 

producers who traveled thousands of kilometers from the sea and Europeans on the 

[east] coast.”251 On the Canadian prairies he describes how some tribes would 

undertake 3,600 kilometer journeys for such trade. This role was initially pioneered by 

the Cree and Chipewyan Dene who, realizing “there was a buck to be made,” jumped at 

the opportunity to expand their trade influence. They did this by appropriating what was 

then the modern world economic system of trade to the interior of western Canada. 

Daschuk notes that, “Middlemen quickly developed specialized economic strategies to 

maximize benefits. Profits could be great, but they were not achieved without significant 

risks.”252As the result of such extensive trade, the Hudsons Bay Company eventually 

controlled an enormous realm. The nation of Canada emerged out of the Hudsons Bay 

Company whose traders, as previously mentioned, kept the Canadian west out of the 

grasp of American colonizers. 

The Myth of Dupes in Trade 

If you are playing a poker game and…can’t tell who the sucker is, it is you. 
—Paul Newman 

A view perpetuated is that Indigenous people were suckers in trade who were 

bested by crafty and experienced Europeans. It is suggested that when they looked 

across the table, they saw inferior heathens who didn’t understand trade or commerce. 

Therefore, the story goes: they approached it in the spirit of W.C. Fields’ quip, “It is 

morally wrong to allow a sucker to keep his money.” Indigenous people, however, felt 

that this served their interests very well—underestimating your opponent was viewed as 

a rookie mistake. 

In reality, Indigenous people were no fools in trade with Europeans. University of 

Alberta Professor, Michael Asch, maintains that the Indigenous middlemen in the fur 

trade had real economic power and the notion that they were unwilling victims of the 

industry was simply false. He commented, “I have never seen a finer sense of profit 

than in a trading Indian. He knew exactly the effort that went into getting a gun from 

York Factory, had a highly developed idea of what the traffic would bear and was aware 
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not only of the utility of what he bought but also of the social status that would accrue, 

and he built that into his price.”253 According to Professor of History of the University of 

Winnipeg, Jennifer Brown, “The Indians saw themselves as partners, not as exploited 

victims of the fur trade.”254 Even though they were dealing with a foreign culture, the 

Cree, for example, were surprisingly astute traders—playing the French off against the 

English and vice versa.  

Captain Cook described the richness of trade that took place amongst the 

Mowachaht on the west coast of Vancouver Island as being, “…carried on in the 

strictest of honisty boath sides.”255 As they became more familiar with European trading, 

they set up their own system of middlemen and acquired furs from other tribes and, 

“…rarely failed to get the full amount of the value of their presents.”256 Interestingly, in a 

tribe north of the Mowachaht (referred to by sailors as the “Wooden-lips”) the women 

exclusively managed the trading of furs. They were observed to be, “…not only expert in 

making a bargain, but as dexterous in the management of their canoes as men are 

elsewhere.”257 

Charles Mann suggests the first encounters between Indigenous people and 

Europeans followed the same general path resulting in a master narrative so that, 

“When native met newcomer, both groups tried to benefit, as people will…and from this 

belief was convinced that it could control the encounter to its advantage.”258 In a 

discussion of the fur trade, Professor Jennifer Brown noted that, “European records 

made a big thing of how impressed the Indians were with their trade goods. [However] 

Indian oral tradition tells the reverse—how impressed the Europeans were with the furs 

that Indians didn’t value particularly highly.”259  

On the prairies, tribes followed a ritual trading process rooted in ancient 

practices. Such trade was initiated with elaborate formalized rituals intended to inject a 

bit of ceremony and dignity prior to the process of engaging in hard bargaining. Peter 

Newman suggested that the modern stereotyped terms such as “burying the hatchet,” 

“smoking the peace pipe,” and “Indian giver” was language born from such 

ceremonies.260 Once liquor (mostly brandy) became the currency of the fur trade, he 

explains how the term “firewater” originated. Indigenous traders would test the 

concentration of alcohol by spitting the booze onto a fire—if the alcohol content was 

high, the liquor would flame up and, if diluted, would quench the flames. Even though 

there was only about 120,000 Indigenous (including women and children) in the trading 

interior of the Hudson Bay Company’s reach at the time, they sold 250,000 gallons of 

watered down booze (over 2 gallons per man, women and child!).261 In essence, they 

created and promoted an addiction to alcohol to enhance their bottom line in the 

manner the East Indian Company and the British Empire used opium to extract 

concessions and control trade in China—using a kind of “chemical warfare” to poison a 

substantial part of the population for profit.262 
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In comparison, the Commanche empire was not only fueled by strife but by 

economic development. From about 1750 to 1850 they created an extensive 

commercial network with a flourishing market. This allowed them to, “…control nearby 

border markets and long-distance trade, swing surrounding groups into their political 

orbit, and spread their language and culture across the midcontinent.”263 They were not 

passive respondents to external political initiatives but actively sought and stipulated 

treaties. They rapidly adapted to change, “…fusing exchange, organized pilfering, and 

targeted destruction into a complex economy of violence, which allowed them to 

simultaneously enforce favorable trade agreements, create artificial demand for their 

exports, extort tribute payments from colonial outposts, and fuel a massive trade 

network with stolen horses, captives, and other marketable commodities.”264  

The Quahadis (a group of the Commanches) became the richest of all plains 

tribes in the currency by which they measured wealth—owning a herd of some fifteen 

thousand horses and, “Texas cattle without number.”265 Following the Civil War, they 

had transformed themselves into a clearinghouse selling an astonishing 300,000 head 

of cattle they had stolen in Texas through Comancheros.xix These were then sold to 

government contractors in New Mexico—who sold them, in turn, to the U.S. Army.266 In 

other words, the Army ended up buying stolen goods that they were tasked to prevent 

the theft of. Commanche men also understood that since women did all the value-added 

work, such as tanning buffalo hides, they were critical to expanding trade. They realized 

that the more wives they had the greater production of hides could be made for 

trading.267 

Another interesting example of such trade acumen can be found in the 

Indigenous people of the Pacific Northwest268 (occupying over 1,000 miles of coastline 

from Alaska to Washington state). In the last millenium, trade became a key source of 

wealth amongst them—a crucial dynamic fueling their flourishing societies. Prior to the 

arrival of Europeans, they established complex and enduring societies ranking among 

the great civilizations of the world. Such development confounded conventional 

archaeology where it was believed that large populations and sophisticated cultures 

could only arise from agriculture-based societies. Yet their refined civilizations ascended 

in the total absence of agriculture from the incredible bounty of sea and land resources. 

They flourished for 300 hundred years after Columbus landed, outliving the Aztec and 

Inca civilizations. Europeans recognized them as valuable trade partners because they 

were in a powerful position to dictate trade terms. The growth of such commerce and 

wealth served to reinforce their cultures, heirarchies, and accelerated the power 

dynamics within their societies.  

                                                           
xix

 Comancheros were a group of New Mexican hispanic people whose entire purpose was to trade with the 
Indigenous people of the southwest. 
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The item known as the Copper (a stylized shield made from that metal) became 

their symbol of power and status, functioning like a currency amongst the tribes. They 

held potlatches (a word from Chinook jargon) or feasts that helped to reinforce laws, 

relationships, and the social heirarchy. In these events Chiefs gave away enormous 

amounts of valuable material goods (including prized Coppers or pieces of them), and 

sometimes would destroy valuable items. The first Europeans who witnessed these 

feasts, viewed wealth and power as flowing from the accumulation of valuable lands 

and goods, were utterly mystified as to why wealth and treasures might be given away 

to rivals. Their view was that power came from hoarding wealth—not giving it away, but 

these Indigenous people had a very different view of what made them powerful (more 

oriental in nature). In their view power came from rank and status which was enhanced 

by publicly giving away items of wealth in flamboyant gestures—the items of material 

wealth were seen simply as vehicles through which more valuable social treasures were 

acquired.  

A potlach could be held for a range of social purposes including, to mark 

occassions of birth or death, for the naming of a Chief and so forth. It also functioned as 

a forum to validate political, economic (such as land and trade rights), and all legal 

matters. There was, however, a hidden underlying catch to giving away wealth. On the 

one hand, this could be done for more mundane reasons such as payment for 

witnessing an event (being a social form of notarizing or making a law in an oral 

society), or to reinforce social bonds. On the other hand, in taking a potlatch gift (which 

could not be refused) the recipient understood that a deeply engrained social debt was 

owed to the host—thereby elevating the host’s power and standing. Only when a gift of 

greater value was returned through their own potlatch could the recipient be released 

from the debt-humility of the rival. Like Asians, much of this was about saving face 

which explains why a Chief might deliberately ruin objects of great value (putting a rival 

on the spot to sacrifice something of equal or greater value in the future or suffer the 

social wounds of such one-upmanship). In other words, the Indigenous people from this 

area measured wealth in terms of social status, not through the possession of inanimate 

objects. 

As mentioned previously, the Ts’msyen are but one interesting example of the 

many groups of fearsome Pacific Northwest traders. Author, Helen Meilleur, a daughter 

of the manager of the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) fort store at Lax Kw’alaams 

(formerly known as Fort Simpson, then Port Simpson), witnessed this first-hand. She 

said, “Without doubt, in some parts of Canada, at some time, Indians exchanged 

valuable furs for trinkets, but not the Ts’msyen. They were shrewd and sophisticated 

traders before the Russian America Company and the Hudson’s Bay Company broke 

into their trade routes that wound back in time beyond our reckoning.”269 The Ts’msyen 

sought and gained enormous riches by trading furs with Europeans welcoming their 
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goods and technology.270 While there was intense competition amongst Europeans for 

the Indigenous furs, there was also intense rivalry amongst the Indigenous nations to 

source the furs and acquire European goods. They recognized clearly that Europeans 

were a new market for Indigenous goods such as canoes, foodstuffs, labour, 

knowledge, and arts (whereby cultural items such as miniaturized totem poles could be 

reproduced for interested parties). 

In the community of Lax Kw’alaams (meaning Place of Wild Roses), the HBC 

established a fort. They did this to undercut the trade of their ship-bound American and 

Russian competitors. Until the advent sternwheelers (that would allow them to access 

the fur rich territories of the Skeena River), the Ts’msyen maintained a complete 

monopoly over this trade. Often fleets of canoes (usually twenty five to thirty five) traded 

with their Gitxsan neigbours for furs in exchange for high value seafoods (such as dried 

halibut, herring eggs, seaweed, sun dried salmon, eulachon, and eulachon greasexx). 

Once they acquired a sufficient supply of furs, they traded for food stuffs that were not 

available on the coast such as cured berries and game.271 Since such trade was so 

critical to the Ts’msyen, they later relocated their winter villages to the HBC fort site 

(which was formerly an area used by them to seasonally camp at). By 1835, there were 

over 100 massive longhouses in Lax Kw’alaams flanking the fort. 

When other Indigenous allies of the Ts’msyen wished to trade their furs with the 

HBC they were greeted at the shore by their tribes with a welcoming ceremony, and 

hosted at their great longhouses.272 Helen Meilleur explained that they exacted a tribute 

from all other tribes who brought furs, given the fort was on their territory, and the toll 

was collected in bloodshed if there was resistance.273 The Chief of the Gispaxlo’ots tribe 

Ligeex was the most powerful at that time controlling access to the fur-rich lands of the 

Skeena River. No one dared travel there without first getting the Chief’s permission. If 

another tribe wanted to do this they would have to pay a “passage fee,” and upon 

returning would pay a “trading fee” for any furs or other items acquired. If they did not 

pay, a demand came from the Chief’s spokesman, and if that didn’t work it would end 

up being paid in blood and with confiscation of the furs.274 

House groups are the fundamental political and economic units of Pacific 

Northwest tribes—each with its own unique history and distinct society. The chief of a 

house managed the traditional territory allocating fishing and hunting areas and 

resources. He or she (as women also held powerful Chiefs’ positions) also worked with 

other chiefs to oversee trade and the ceremonial distribution of wealth. While great 

feasts or potlatches are held for many reasons, economically they were a means of 

publically acknowledging the geographical areas controlled by a tribe and their trade 

                                                           
xx

 All the costly furs were bartered for eulachon grease which was highly prized. One box of grease was bartered 
for four to five elk skins, martens, beaver skins, fishers, and foxes. 
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alliances. In accepting foods and gifts at such affairs, guests from other house groups 

acknowledged the legitimacy of what was taking place by tacitly recognizing their hosts’ 

place in the social, political, and economic fabric of the tribe and nation. 

Arthur Wellington Clah275 (the author’s great-great paternal grandfather), kept an 

exhaustive diary—consisting of over 650,000 words—for over fifty years from 1859 to 

1909. It stands as a testament to the dynamic trading acumen of the Ts’msyen whose 

culture mirrored the other tribes of the 

Pacific Northwest. Clah’s Ts’msyen 

people comprised four closely related 

language groups that interacted 

through trade, inter-marriage, cultural 

exchanges, and warfare.276 He 

chronicles the keen sense of 

ownership his people had in relation 

to land (and the economic and 

sustenance rights  that flowed from 

it). In 1879, Indian Reserve 

Commissioner I.W. Powell stated in his annual report that the European notion of 

exclusivity of land possession was comparable to the Ts’msyen where, “One tribe is not 

allowed to hunt or fish within the prescribed boundaries of another without permission 

and tribute, and…white traders… are obliged to purchase their right of tenancy from the 

Indians claiming it.”277  

As well, Clah provides a record of how deeply the Indigenous coastal peoples 

understood the concept of wealth which was based on trade and the key source for 

attaining rank.278 He was from a long line of elite coastal traders whose commercial 

expertise was recognized by the first Europeans—referring to them as the “Phoenicians 

of the Northwest Coast.” One observer wrote that the Ts’msyen, “…were the middle 

men and were, and are still, the great traders in oil and grease of which they prepare 

large quantities from the eulachon [a small oily fish], seal blubber, deer and goat 

flesh.”279 5,000 years ago, they rendered eulachon oil (very highly coveted and referred 

to as “grease”) from little silvery fish which became the most significant coastal trade 

commodity, and thrived at the center of its production and distribution. Given its great 

value, their trade routes were called “grease trails.”280 In some respects, eulachon oil 

represented what crude oil is to a modern economy—a valuable source of critical 

energy that could be stored and traded. In this sense, the Ts’msyen (and the 

neighboring Nisga’a) were the Rockerfeller’s Standard Oil and Trust of their time, 

monopolizing its production, processing, marketing and transportation. In addition to 

surplus food stuffs, they also traded in luxury goods such as canoes, slaves, furs, 

coppers, hides, horned spoons, and dentalium. 

Photo collage of Arthur Wellington Clah 

(Photographers unknown) 
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The Ts’msyen were fierce trade competitors and initially the HBC was not able to 

compete with them. When the HBC first sought to extend their fur trade reach to the 

west coast, the Ts’msyen already had a monopoly on furs from neighbouring tribes by 

providing European trade goods acquired from Russian and American traders.281 Sadly, 

there is evidence that the HBC traders employed an appalling strategy of dispatching 

Ts’msyen trade competitors by knowingly providing inoculations for smallpox only to 

non-trade competitors.282 

Clah’s diary also revealed the incredible amount of energy they put into trade 

where the wealth generated was used to secure property and enhance tribal status. 

Apparently, he owned slaves (circa 1860s) which were originally a symbol of his status 

and wealth. However, he purportedly released them as he was kindhearted, and it was 

a time when ideas of status and attitudes towards such practices were changing. It was 

suggested that, in the mid-nineteenth century, that the nine tribal chiefs of Lax 

Kw’alaams had between 10 to 20 slaves each, while lineage heads like Clah could own 

2 to 10. Apparently at the height of the fur trade it was estimated that 15 to 20 percent of 

the Pacific Northwest village populations could have been slaves. 283 

Clah’s record was also a testament as to why the Indigenous peoples of the 

Americas were referred to as master adapters. In his lifetime he not only had to adapt to 

the severe incursions of ethnocentric colonizers (who held the power), but also the fur 

trade, the gold rush, rise of the commercial fishing industry, and the onslaught of 

disease. His journal revealed the they had to adapt to the new knowledge, ways of 

thinking, skills and the possibilities presented by Europeans—opening the door to new 

opportunities while closing others. Like the Commanche, in shapeshifting to the new 

challenges, the Ts’msyen were not only symbollic of all Pacific Northwest tribes but 

emblematic of the world’s first Indigenous entrepreneurs and traders who prospered 

from their hardwork, wits, and extraordinary resilience. 
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“Dreaming” or the “Dreamtime” is the English approximation of the oral history of 

the world and its creations as shared by Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. It is a holistic philosophy grounded in the earth itself that encompasses the past, 

present, and future. Its concepts are so subtle and elusive that it translates very poorly 

into the English language. Yet they are among the most ancient people on earth with 

valuable experience, wisdom, and knowledge from antiquity that dominant populations 

are only beginning to become aware of. Dreamtime is being discussed in this context as 

a symbol of the history of all Indigenous Peoples of the world—how their deep wisdom 

and past have been misrepresented, ignored, or denigrated to the detriment of all. 

Even though there are a myriad of Indigenous Peoples globally with an array of 

complex worldviews, they see their place in nature (which is almost always connected 

to their traditional lands) in ways that are often perceptually much different than 

dominant societies. Indigenous oral history is rich and varied and has proved to be 

accurrate across the millennia. It is a horrific mistake to continue to perpetuate such 

misleading notions of Indigenous history for two reasons. Firstly, these distorted views 

translate into biases that cause racism and real harm to contemporary Indigenous 

people. Secondly, ignoring the insightful ancient knowledge of Indigenous Peoples is 

akin to being wilfully blind to potential insights that may be invaluable for the survival of 

all people. Celebrating the greatness of another people does not diminish the 

accomplishments of others, but speaks to their evolving maturity and growing 

discernment. For the sake of humanity the world needs the real Dreamtime of all 

Indigenous Peoples to be blended into the melting pot of all worldviews. 
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PART 2 

IMPACT OF COLONIALISM 
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Medicine Wheel 

The medicine wheel, sometimes known as the sacred circle, is used by tribes throughout 
North America—particularly on the Great Plains. Historically, they were monuments 

constructed in stone and oriented to the four cardinal directions (east, south, west and 
north). Today it takes many forms (often being incorporated into artworks), and its usage 

and meaning may vary from one tribe to the next. In general, it is a metaphor for a variety of 
spiritual concepts. For the Plains people it is associated with the religious ceremonies and 

used in healing work (for the mind, body, and soul). The usage of the word “medicine” is not 
to be confused with western concepts of healing, but is more connected to with philospophy 

and spirituality. Some suggest that medicine wheels were used as a calendar for 
astronomical observations, in spiritual rituals, and as memorial markers. Besides being a 
symbol of holistic healing and the four cardinal directions, the colors symbolize the four 

seasons. Yellow denotes spring and rebirth and renewal, red represents summer and youth, 
black signifies fall and maturity, and  white embodies winter and death. As well, the 

medicine wheel can also symbolize the cyclical nature of life, the passage of time, unity, 
balance and harmony, and the spirits of animals. 
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Chapter 7 

Colonization: Taking Indigenous Power 
 

The conquest of the earth, which mostly means the taking it away from those who have a different complexion or 
slightly flatter noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing when you look into it too much. 

— Marlow in Joseph Conrad’s, Heart of Darkness 

A definition of power is, “the ability or right to control people and events, or to 

influence the way people act or think in important ways.”284 Power can flow from the 

barrel of a gun, from having authority or importance, or from economic resources. 

Certainly by these measures, Indigenous people had power. They had formidable 

military capabilities, highly organized societies, and clear recognition of those who held 

authority. As well, there was an array of economic systems through which they 

established and maintained their power. In particular, many Indigenous people saw their 

power as flowing from their traditional territories in ways that were foreign to Europeans. 

However, when 95 percent of a population is destroyed, the entire society is 

undermined. Defeating an enemy is easier when they largely don’t exist. In the 

Americas, the result was subjugation and colonization.  

Colonization went so “well” for the United States’ Indigenous population that 

Adolf Hitler examined American policies as models for how he would subsequently deal 

with Jewish people. In particular, he studied the plans of attempted ethnic cleansing at 

Bosque Redondo (Fort Sumner, New Mexico), the concentration camp where the 

military persecuted and imprisoned over 9,500 Navajo men, women and children from 

1863 to 1868.285 In his book, Adolf Hitler: The Definitive Biography, Pulitzer-Prize 

winner, John Toland, wrote that: 

Hitler’s concept of concentration camps as well as the practicality of genocide 

owed much, so he claimed, to his studies of English and United States history. 

He admired the camps for Boer prisoners in South Africa and for the Indians in 

the wild west; and often praised to his inner circle the efficiency of America’s 

extermination—by starvation and uneven combat—of the red savages who could 

not be tamed by captivity.286  

The organized genocide of America’s Indigenous population has subsequently been 

compared to Nazi treatment of Jews. In particular, this was likened to the population 

decline (due to starvation and disease when placed on reservations), the death 

marches (the Navajo Long Walk and the Trail of Tears), the destruction of art, culture 

and knowledge, and the mass slaughters and graves. In American Holocaust, author 

David E. Stannard argued that the genocide against the Indigenous of the Americas 

was the largest in history—resulting in an estimated 10 to 100 million deaths.287 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/ability
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/right
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/control
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/event
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/influence
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/act
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/think
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/important
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/way
http://www.amazon.com/Adolf-Hitler-The-Definitive-Biography/dp/0385420536
http://www.jewishjournal.com/sacredintentions/item/hitlers_inspiration_and_guide_the_native_american_holocaust
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The result of colonization is that the weak have their power taken by the strong. 

This amounted to European Imperial powers asserting political control over Indigneous 

lands through a settler population and establisment of colonial governments. William 

Powell wrote that, “Power is not a material possession that can be given, it is the ability 

to act…[It] must be taken, it is never given.”288 The problem Indigenous people face is 

that their power was violently taken so their ability to act was limited. While today they 

have attained snippets of political and legal power, there has been little focus on 

retaking their economic power (which will be discussed in detail in Part 4 of this book). 

As colonies became national governments, the host of historical traumas often 

worsened. 

In the nineteenth century, the Indigenous of the Americas, Australia and New 

Zealand became minorities in their own countries. After taking their lands, assimilation 

became a primary objective in expanding Imperial empires. Policies were enacted 

promoting specific transgenerational change—intended to remake Indigenous people 

into Europeans. This was done by focussing on the “care” and education of children—

measures enforced through constabularies, religious organizations, teachers and social 

workers. At a very young age children were taken from their families and sent to what 

were effectively concentration-camp-schools-for-kids in an effort to literally beat 

Indigenous culture and language out of them. As in George Orwell’s dystopian novel 

Nineteen Eighty-Four a racist Big Brother watched over and cruelly controlled every 

aspect of their lives. Such policies wreaked untold havoc on Indigenous health and well 

being—translating into dysfunction that still afflicts much of their current population.  

Professor Andrew Armitage suggests the principal reason that such policy has 

failed is because it was based on the assumption of European racial superiority. In 

particular, he notes that, “…the colonial attitude resulted in the imposition of policy 

without consultation; and [was worsened by] the inability of professional practice to 

mould aboriginal children.”289 The upshot was that Indigenous people were treated 

worse than second class citizens. They were treated as wards of the state (frequently 

imprisoned)—like misguided children whose decisions needed to be made for them, 

often by a malicious or disinterested bureaucracy. In other words, they had to have their 

hands held through a period of “management and tutelage” (which, to no ones’ surprise, 

coincided with the taking of their lands) before being granted the “privilege” of becoming 

full citizens.  

Having marginalized and utterly subjugated the once fiercely independent 

populations, the financial relationship became a form of welfare—where economic 

dependency became a primary tool for controlling them. Despite talk of self-government 

and self-determination, Armitage maintains that government actions actually 

encouraged Indigenous government–reliance and underdevelopment—further hard-

wiring Indigenous peoples into an institutional dependency structure. As well, such 
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social policy continues to promote a dependency-laden “Indigenous Industry”—

benefiting those who profit from such dysfunction—while encouraging “ninteenth-

century assimilationist goals.”290 This chapter will briefly look at how colonization was 

achieved through a legal system and laws designed to destroy their cultures and 

languages while taking their lands. 

Colonialism Focussed on Land and Wealth Extraction 

A conquered nation is like a man with cancer: he can think of nothing else. 
— George Bernard Shaw 

Historians define two primary kinds of colonialism—exploitation and settler. 

Exploitation colonialism occurs where the specific objective is to exploit the lands and 

resources of Indigenous people (typically using their low-cost labour). Its sole purpose 

was to support short-term Imperial financial goals by maximizing resource extraction 

revenues while minimizing colonial investment—essentially milking the Indigenous cow 

without paying the rent. This practice is what led to the American War of Independence. 

To protest a tax on tea (taxation without representation) and the perceived monopoly of 

the British East India Company on such trade, colonial Americans (dressed as 

Mohawks) threw 342 chests of tea belonging to them overboard. In a culmination with 

other repressive acts of the British Parliament, the Boston Tea Party contributed to the 

birth of America as a nation. By 1900, European empires had colonised parts of the 

Americas, Africa, Asia, and Oceania in this manner.  

Settler colonialism, on the other hand, occured where an Imperial power took 

control of a territory with the intention of replacing the Indigenous population with a new 

society of settlers—essentially establishing a branch plant of the motherland.291 The 

colonies established in the United States, New Zealand, South Africa, Canada, 

Argentina, and Australia are examples of this. It was likely easier to morph from 

exploitation to settler colonies in these locations with the sharp decline of the 

Indigenous populations. 

The Illusion of Justice and The Rule of Law 
 

When I was a boy, the Sioux owned the world. The sun rose and set on their land; they sent ten thousand men to 
battle. Where are the warriors today? Who slew them? Where are our lands? Who owns them? 

— Sitting Bull 

In some countries, the government ultimately justified taking Indigenous lands 

through the Doctrine of Discovery—a spiritual, political, and legal justification for 

colonization and seizure of land not inhabited by Christians. This provided a 

philosophical framework for Christian explorers, to lay claim to territories inhabited by 

pagans. This doctrine is closely related to the notion of terra nullius (lands belonging to 

no one), and has been used as a conceptual tool to claim lands that clearly did belong 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/taxation
https://www.britannica.com/plant/tea-plant
https://www.britannica.com/topic/monopoly-economics
https://www.britannica.com/topic/East-India-Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
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to others. It has been applied in a part of Canada, and other jurisdictions but most 

notably in Australia.292 

This Doctrine of Discovery was firmly held by Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of 

Spain (who financed Columbus' first expedition to America), and was based on the 

decrees of various Popes.293 In other words, the grandest Imperial power broker of the 

time was the Roman Catholic Church. In particular, the 1493 Papal decree Inter 

Catera294 justified an explorers’ claims on territories they purportedly “discovered,” while 

promoting Christian domination and superiority—being applied in Africa, Asia, Australia, 

New Zealand, and the Americas. Apparently, “to settle a feud between Spain and 

Portugal, the papal bull of 1493 divided the world between them, leaving most the 

Americas to Spain and giving Portugal what is now Brazil and all lands in Africa and 

Asia.”295 The stages of this process are: (1) an explorer would proclaim to have 

discovered the land in the name of a Christian European monarch; (2) plant a flag in its 

soil; (3) report the“discovery” to the European rulers and; (4) returns to occupy the land. 

The land is now owned by the European country (even if others occupied it for 

millennia). This process is a wonderful bit of of “legal” sleight-of-hand which Christians 

would have been stridently opposed to if, for example, Muslims had proposed it. 

This was done while being wilfully blind to the fact that there existed a variety of 

forms of Indigenous private (and public) property ownership, usufruct (i.e., the right to 

use), and methods for transfering ownership. Since it did not suit their interests, 

Europeans simply refused to recognize Indigenous land ownership (which was often 

communal—not individual). Contrary to common misconception, Indigenous societies 

were not unstructured masses of people who chose to hang out together. Most societies 

were highly organized—just not in the way that was familiar to Europeans. Take for 

example the Wampanoag Confederation. They were a loose coalition of dozens of 

villages that controlled what is now southeastern Massachusetts who faced the first 

Europeans as relative equals. As with other Indigenous people, they had leadership 

through their sachem (political-military leader), laws, and highly defined property 

ownership and customs. The sachem enforced laws, negotiated treaties, controlled 

foreign contacts, collected tribute, declared war, provided for widows and orphans, and 

allocated farmland when there were disputes over it.296 

Coming from the Old World (where land was the primary source of wealth), 

Europeans sought to take ownership of as much Indigenous land as was possible. In 

the United States, this was done through the Doctrine of Discovery. This was set out by 

Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall in Johnson v. McIntosh in 1823 as giving: 

...title to the government by whose subjects or by whose authority it was 

made against all other European governments, which title might be 

consummated by possession….[T]he rights of the original inhabitants were in 

http://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/21/543/case.html
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no instance entirely disregarded, but were…impaired.…[By this principle it]…has 

never been doubted that either the United States or the several states had a 

clear title to all the lands within the boundary lines described in the treaty, subject 

only to the Indian right of occupancy, and that the exclusive power to 

extinguish that right was vested in that government which might 

constitutionally exercise it.297 [Emphasis added] 

In other words, European powers used this convenient theory to make laws to take the 

lands of the Indigenous peoples for purposes of creating wealth for themselves. 

Subsequently, in America, treaties were made with Indigenous tribes under the 

government’s exclusive right to extinguish their diminished title (the “Indian right of 

occupancy”)—thereby removing any remnants of Indigenous land rights. As previously 

discussed, such treaties were largely ignored once the new colonial population was 

entrenched and they had the upper-military-hand.  

In Australia, however, the British Government similarly claimed sovereignty over 

the territory, despite possibly 60,000 years of previous Indigenous occupation. They did 

this under the Doctrine of Discovery emphasizing the more speciously applied legal 

doctrine of “terra nullius”—by which they declared the continent to be legally 

uninhabited (as if the Aborgines were not real people who lived there for millennia). It is 

a latin expression that means “nobody’s land” and used now in international law to 

justify claims that a territory may be acquired by a state’s occupation of it (such as the 

Arctic Islands or the Antartica). In Roman law this doctrine decreed that assets without 

an owner could be taken as property by anyone by seizure, such as wild animals, lost 

slaves and abandoned buildings. Notwithstanding that Aborigines were not animals and 

had a defined sense of territory, this was the legal fiction used to take their land.  

Subsequent case law (Mabo, 1992) and legislation (Native Title Act, 1993) have 

sought to rectify the situation by acknowledging the land title rights of the Aborigines, 

but this has been an uphill battle for them. Recently Indigenous leaders of the Noongar 

people of south-west West Australia have filed an unprecedented compensation claim 

against the Government for more than $290 billion (a figure would be almost a quarter 

of Australia's gross domestic product of $1.4 trillion) that could become one of the 

world's biggest legal payouts.298 

For these reasons, Indigenous people have historically been highly suspicious of 

European imposed laws and the principle of the Rule of Law. What confidence would a 

European have in law if a legal principle just assumed they didn’t exist, or if you did 

exist in law, long pre-existing property rights and freedoms did not. How could there be 

equity under such laws where the racist subtext underlying them is that you are not 

people, and if you were actually people, you were a lesser human being with greatly 

diminished rights? It is a wonderful sounding notion that all people and institutions are 
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subject to and accountable to law that is fairly applied. However, it does not ring so 

altruistic when laws are passed where your land and children are taken from you, or you 

cannot own property, go to university, make decisions for your family, vote, travel 

outside a restricted area, or practice your culture and religion. In this context, law was 

used to justify whatever actions the government (or its powerful supporters) deemed 

were in their interest—no matter how unfair they were to Indigenous people. No amount 

of legal acrobatics would make this right in any world. Right is right and wrong is wrong, 

and never the twain shall meet! 

Master Traders to Trading Masters 

In a change of masters the poor change nothing except the master’s name. 
— Phaedrus 

The citizens of first world countries take smug pride in their high ranking in the 

United Nations Human Development Index (HDI). The HDI creates a score by 

comparing the statistics for each country for life expectancy, education, and per capita 

income. The higher the life expectancy, education level, and the gross national income, 

the higher the HDI score. In 2018, the following list of countries boasted these very 

high HDI rankings: Australia (3); Canada (12); America (13); and New Zealand (16).299 

Unfortunately, Indigenous people living in such first world nations cannot take such 

pride in their country rankings given their appalling living standards. In the 2007 HDI, 

Canada’s Indigenous population would rank sixty-third (equivalent to Panama or 

Belarus)300, and Australia’s Aborigines would rank one-hundredth!301 According to a 

similar American Human Development Index, Native Americans would rank rock 

bottom of all national ethnic groups for life expectancy, educational achievement, and 

income. It was pointed out specifically that those, “…in South Dakota lag more than a 

half-century behind the rest of the nation in terms of health, education, and income.”302   

Among the problems Indigenous populations face, are low levels of educational 

attainment, a much lower life expectancy, and high mortality rates (with hugely 

disproportionate suicide and incarceration rates). Child poverty is prevalent, as are low 

annual incomes and high unemployment rates. If that weren’t daunting enough, they 

also face inadequate housing, and deplorable water and sewer infrastructure. As well, 

they endure grossly disproportionate health problems and disease rates, high levels of 

family violence, sexual and substance abuse, and family break-down. For Indigenous 

people, it is clear that these outcomes are connected directly to the history of 

colonization, social policies of assimilation, and how the laws and policies have 

effectively disempowered, and marginalized their population.  
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Fallout from Racist Assimilation Policies 

Right is right, and wrong is wrong, and a body ain’t got no business doing wrong when he ain’t ignorant and knows 
better. 

— Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

As colonies evolved into independent countries, there were various political, 

demographic, cultural and economic forces that shaped the policy that contributed to 

Indigenous dysfunction. As discussed, laws were passed by governments or interpreted  

through the common law specifically intended to suit colonial aims of taking ownership 

of Indigenous lands, and achieving other governmental social engineering goals. In 

many jurisdictions, the Indigenous populations were confined to small and unproductive 

patches of land under a reserve system. The independence of such populations was 

undermined further by a concerted effort to destroy their cultures, languages, and 

traditional practices. Without the ability to sustain themselves, a system of economic 

dependency was created where cash or food was distributed only when a population fell 

in line with government objectives.  

Canada 

It is for this reason that many Indigenous people in Canada have little respect for 

the nation’s first Prime Minister, John A. Macdonald.xxi In an era of limited 

communication, urban people assumed that his policies ensured the humane 

assimilation of the Indigenous people. They had no clue that Macdonald was using 

starvation to drive them to the uneconomic wastelands that became reserves. To his 

government, Indigenous people were seen as an obstacle to his national dream of 

forging a nation from coast to coast through the construction of a railroad. Professor and 

author, James Daschuk, uses the term “ethnic cleansing” to describe Macdonald’s 

actions, refering to him as a “cartoon racist” bent on genocide. Daschuk researched 

government archives and found abundant evidence showing that Macdonald’s Indian 

agents explicitly withheld food in order to drive bands onto reserves (and out of the way 

of the railroad). A Liberal MP at the time called it, “a policy of submission shaped by a 

policy of starvation.”303 However, another Liberal MP took a very hard line accusing 

MacDonald’s government of “not starving the Indians enough” to achieve it’s aims.  

This policy put Indigenous people into a dreadful position. At a time of prolonged 

famine, the Blackfoot (located around modern day Calgary) were reduced to eating 

grass and where so starved they had trouble walking. This resulted in the Plains 

Indigenous population dropping by one-third. In one case, the food provided from 

corrupt suppliers was often rancid. On another occasion, “flour” delivered to a starving 

Cree reserve was nothing more than sweepings from a grist mill. In another horrific 

                                                           
xxi

 MacDonald was was Prime Minister from 1867 to 1873, and from1878 to 1891. 
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instance, within two months seven children in one family died of starvation and, in 1883, 

tainted government flour killed up to 20 people at what is now Alberta’s Kainai First 

Nation.
304

 When food was available, it was further abused by sadistic Indian agent 

patronage appointees who possessed sweeping dictatorial powers. In one case, an 

agent invited families from a starving Indigenous population to a ration storehouse with 

the empty promise of food—as an April Fool’s joke. In another case, an Indian agent 

compelled very young Indigenous girls to have sex with him before he would release 

food to their families.305 The Macdonald government also authorized a pass system—a 

form of reserve incarceration—requiring Indigenous people to obtain the written 

permission of an Indian agent to leave the reserve. If caught off-reserve without such 

permission they could be summarily imprisoned. To those who seek to “whitewash” 

Macdonald’s reputation, Indigenous people would ask how they might feel of if their 

close ancestors were starved or young girls had to be unwillingly prostituted so a family 

could eat. 

The attempt at large scale social engineering was also fundamental to the policy 

of assimilation. The education system was specifically used to attack language and 

culture. As well, the government criminalized the central form of social, cermonial, and 

economic practices of certain Indigenous groups by banning potlaches and powwows. 

In 1883, Macdonald’s government introduced a nationwide program of Residential 

Schools. This involved various religious orders assuming the administration of schools 

with the explicit intention of destroying their culture and language. Indigenous children 

were basically taken from their families at an early age. In this situation there was 

restricted access to their families, they were forbidden to use their language and culture, 

were routinely beaten, physically, sexually, and psychologically abused, and frequently 

murdered. The odds of dying while attending residential school were greater than for 

those who served in World War Two. Death at these schools was so common that when 

building new schools, areas were planned for cemeteries by architects (imagine a 

graveyard beside a school now!).306 As a result of these policies, in 1886 a Liberal MP, 

Malcolm Cameron, told the House of Commons that, “In the (United States) the Indian 

was the prey of the frontiersman and the cattle driver, in Canada he has been the prey 

of the government.”307 [Emphasis added] 

In addition, in the 1940’s and 1950’s over 1,300 Indigenous adults and children in 

several northern communities were used as guinea pigs in medical experiments. 

Indigenous children were purposely starved for malnutrition research (which, among 

other horrendous impacts, resulted in some kids losing all of their teeth). Others in 

sanatoriums were subjected to electro-shock therapy for no reason, had lungs removed 

as tuberculosis treatments, or had other incredibly invasive surgeries and treatments on 

the flimisiest of medical pretexts.308  The malnutirition experiments were performed at 

six residential schools where parents were not informed, consents were not obtained, 

https://books.google.ca/books?id=SVAzAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA745&dq=%22culpably+negligent%22+canada+indian&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj2iq__mYLdAhUK94MKHXUuDXkQ6AEILjAB#v=onepage&q=%22culpably%20negligent%22%20canada%20indian&f=false
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and the experiments continued even as children died. These trials have been compared 

to the despicable Nazi doctors who were put on trial during the Nuremberg trials for 

violating the Hippocratic Oath—but sadly, even as the Nuremberg Code was put 

forward, they proceeded forward.309 

Figure 2 below outlines some of the highly discriminatory legislation focussed on 

Indigenous people that had unimaginable impacts on families and the basic human 

dignity. 

Canadian Comparison Between Rights of Indigenous and Non-Indigenous 

People 

Non-Indigenous Indigenous 

(this grouping only includes status Indians and does not include Metis, Inuit and Non-status Indians) 

Full rights of a 

citizen governed by 

all general 

legislation 

The Gradual Civilization Act, 1857 was intended to:  

(1) assimilate Indigenous people by enfranchisement (i.e., have them voluntarily given up their 

Indigenous status otherwise suffer discrimation and severely impaired rights (such as an Indigenous 

person could not vote until 1960—over 100 years later—when the Indian Act was amended)  

(2) gave Superintendent of Indian Affairs broad and severe powers over status Indians 

Full rights of a 

citizen governed by 

all general 

legislation 

The Gradual Enfranchisement Act, 1869:  

(1) allowed an Indigenous person to become enfranchised without the substantial legal 

impairments of being legally an Indian with rights of a regular British subject to vote and to own 

land (1985 amendment to the Indian Act finally extinguished the idea of enfranchisement) 

(2) established the elective band council system that exists today 

Full rights of a 

citizen governed by 

all general 

legislation 

The Indian Act, 1876 consolidated previous acts. This legislation outlined the rights of 

Indigenous people as second-class citizens with limited freedoms as wards of the state—effectively 

treating them as children. At various times under this act and its subsequent amendments Indigenous 

people:  

(1) couldn’t vote (until 1951) 

(2) own private land and did not have title to reserve land 

(3) consume alcohol 

(4) become a professionals (an Indigenous person lost status if they graduated university, became a 

Christian minister, or achieved professional designation as a doctor or lawyer) 

(5) leave the reserve lands without permission 

(6)practice their customs or use their language (1884 amendment banned Potlach and 1895 

amendment banned the Sun Dance) 

(7) were restricted from access to courts (a 1927 amendment (Section 141) forbade any First Nation or 

band from retaining a lawyer for the purpose of making a claim against Canada, and further forbid them 

from raising money to retain a lawyer, on punishment of imprisonment) 

(8) were subject to blatant gender discrimination 

Full rights of a 

citizen governed by 

all general 

legislation 

By an 1884 amendment to the Indian Act Indigenous people were forced to attend residential school (the 

last school closed in 1997). For over 100 years, students were: 

(1) forcefully removed from the families at a very young age 

(2) could not speak their language or practice their culture 

(3) routinely abused and often murdered 

Full rights of a 

citizen governed by 

all general 

legislation 

In 1885 the Pass System was introduced on reserves and had no basis in law and was never 

codified into the Indian Act and therefore had no validity in law. Objections to using this as a basis 

restricting Indigenous people to reserves was raised by the Police Commissioner of the time but was 

overruled by the Indian Affairs Commissioner of the day. It remained in force for 60 years (until 1945), and 

any First Nation person caught outside their reservation without a pass issued by an Indian agent was 
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returned to their reservation or imprisoned. 

Figure 2 

 

United States 

In general, the plight of America’s Indigenous people paralleled those in Canada. 

There was a host of laws and policies similar to those in Canada aimed at controlling 

and otherwise undermining their rights. Similar to other common law jurisdictions, 

America’s Indigenous had to painstakingly fight through the courts to achieve basic 

rights granted to ordinary citizens. For example, given that the Declaration of 

Independence occurred on July 4, 1776, and the Constitution was adopted in 1787, it is 

astounding that Indigenous Americans were not granted full citizenship until 1924 under 

the Indian Citizenship Act (also known as the Snyder Act). Notwithstanding this, 

individual states still used literacy tests and poll taxes as barriers to Indian voting until 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  

As well, the government forcefully seized the traditional lands of the Indigenous 

people through decades of wars and massacres compelling them—at the barrel of a 

gun—to sign treaties. At this time, Indigenous people were considered an “Indian 

problem.” Colonialists, particularly those on the western frontier, often feared and 

resented them, viewing them as, “…an unfamiliar, alien people who occupied land that 

white settlers wanted (and believed they deserved).”310 Indigenous populations were 

subsequently thrown unceremoniously off of their ancestral lands and on to small 

reservations were it was impossible to eke out a living.  

The Indian Removal Act of 1830 authorized President Andrew Jackson to 

remove tribes east of the Mississipi and resettle them on the western prairies. This was 

supposed to involve negotiation with tribes who were meant to be compensated. 

However, since their lands were highly coveted by political backers of President 

Jackson, they were ultimately forced to march westward under military coercion (many 

in manacles) where up to 25 percent perished. The trouble began under the Indian 

Removal Act when tribes in the Southeast (now Florida) refused to relocate. In 

particular, members of the Five Civilized Tribes (Chickasaw, Choctaw, Seminole, 

Cherokee, and Creek) refused to trade their cultivated farms for the promise of unknown 

land in the Indian Territory. Apparently, many of these tribes were highly organized and 

their members had established homes, representative governments, children in 

missionary schools, and were gainfully employed in trades other than farming. For 

them, leaving meant abandoning their ancestral lands, and generational assets. In total, 
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nearly 125,000 people were forced by the federal government to walk thousands 

of miles to a specially designated Indian Territory.311 They were compelled to 

leave millions of acres of homelands in Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, North 

Carolina and Florida—land their ancestors had occupied and cultivated for 

millennia. 

Another act that impacted Tribes was the Dawes Act of 1887 which authorized 

the subdivision of Native American tribal landholdings into allotments for Native 

American heads of families and individuals. This, in effect, transfered traditional 

communal systems of land tenure into government-imposed systems that was more 

private property-based. While this may have looked good on paper, it opened up 

remaining Indigenous lands for appropriation by white settlers. This act was 

subsequently amended by the The Curtis Act of 1898 which resulted in the break-up of 

the tribal governments and communal lands (lands now owned in Indian Territory 

located in what is now Oklahoma) of the Five Civilized Tribes. In effect, this caused 

tribes to lose immediate control of about 90 million acres of their communal lands (and 

more in subsequent years). 

The trend in America was similar to other jurisdictions internationally. President 

George Washington, believed that the best way to solve the “Indian problem” was 

to civilize them. To achieve this goal, policies of forced assimilation were employed 

seeking to make them more like white Americans by encouraging them convert to 

Christianity, to learn English, and through adopting European-style economic 

practices.312 There were three components to civilizing Indigenous children: teaching 

“individuality” while weaning them from “tribal communism,” learning English so they 

could operate within the dominant culture, and teaching Christianity to “save” them from 

paganism.  

In 1879, U.S. cavalry captain Richard Henry Pratt, opened a boarding school in 

Carlisle, Pennsylvania, that forcibly separated children from their parents in order to, as 

Pratt put it, “kill the Indian in him, and save the man.”313 From 1870-1900, the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs established 253 such schools. Of these, 25 were off-reservation boarding, 

81 were on-reservation boarding, and there were 147 day schools. In 1928 the 

Brookings Institute released the Meriam Report314 which disclosed that 64 boarding 

schools had ill-nourished students, others contained inadequate housing, there were 

issues with basic hygiene, overcrowding, and students often contracted contagious 

diseases causing hundreds of deaths.  

There also appears to have been a variety of medical and research abuses upon 

America’s Indigenous (who were veiwed as expendable) similar to other jurisdictions. 

This includes being used as guinea pigs to test new pharmaceutical drugs, and through 

staging nuclear tests near Indian reservations.315 The recent subsequent treatment of 
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Indigenous women is another surprising story. At a United Nations Convention on 

Indigenous Rights in 1977, Marie Sanchez, chief tribal judge on a Northern Cheyenne 

Reservation, pointed out how Indigenous women were targets of a modern form of 

genocide—sterilization. According to Sanchez over the six-year period that had followed 

the passage of the Family Planning Services and Population Research Act of 1970, 

physicians sterilized an estimated 25 percent of Native American women of childbearing 

age (with evidence suggesting that the numbers were actually even higher). Some of 

these procedures were performed under pressure or duress, or without the women’s 

knowledge or understanding. The law subsidized sterilizations for patients who received 

their health care through the Indian Health Service and for Medicaid patients. (Black 

and Latina women were also targets of such coercive sterilization in these years.)316 

Australia 

In 1836, the HMS Beagle arrived in Sydney Harbour, Australia with 26-year old 

Charles Darwin on board. For two months he would explore the wonderous new 

environment. As a scientist, his first-hand observations revealed the grotesque plight of 

Indigenous Australians at the hands of whites settlers. At that time, Professor Iain 

McCalman suggests that Darwin was likely thinking of a type of natural selection by 

comparing the more powerful settlers (as invasive species) whose impact on the 

Indigenous people (the native species) was possibly leading to their extinction. In other 

words, it was a case of species struggling internally against each other—between 

Indigenous Australians (who adapted to local conditions) and the settlers (who arrived 

and changed conditions dramatically). He suggests further that Darwin does not pass 

moral judgement, but merely observes that whereever the whitemen (British, Spanish, 

Portuguese and others) goes, “…death follows for Indigenous people.”317 His resultant 

ideas on this matter are thought to have inspired his thinking ultimately leading to his 

seminal work, On the Origin of Species. 

While the struggle did not result in the extinction of Aborigines, it was by no 

means a savoury chapter in Australian history. In Oceania, the Australian treatment of 

its Indigenous population was unusual for its harshness—a relative term given the 

extreme manner in which most Indigenous people were treated at the time. Perhaps this 

belies the convict mentality that arrived with the First Fleet, the 11 ships that founded 

the penal colony that became the first European settlement in Australia.318 Similarly, 

Indigenous Australians were to fall victims of government policies and laws that had 

their basis in attitudes of grotesque racism. It is difficult to sanitize a recent history 

where Indigenous Australian men were locked in heavy neck chains (until the 1960’s) 

while they were marched from their homelands into prisons, concentration camps 

(known as missions) and lock hospitals (located on islands to isolate various diseases), 

or forced into slavery. Women were also forced into slavery as domestic servants. 

Settler records provide insights into those early years of massacres where whole 

https://www.ihs.gov/aboutihs/
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communities were wiped out by gunfire, herded over cliffs, burned alive and poisoned 

using strychnine (widely regarded as one of the most excruciating ways to die).319 In 

1883 a young British settler, passing through Queensland gulf country at Lorne Hills 

station, detailed how the station owner had around 40 sets of Aboriginal ears (trophy 

killings) nailed around the walls of the homestead as displays.320 

A sample of a newspaper opinion happily published in the Western Australia 

Advocate in the 1800s describes Aborgines as, “Brutish, faithless, vicious animals [like] 

monkeys…[they] may have a soul but, if he has, then the horse and the dog, infinitely 

superior in every way to the black human, cannot be denied possession of that vital 

spark of heavenly flame.”321 In a trial where seven colonists were charged with the cold-

blooded murder of 28 Indigenous men, women and children, an article in the Sydney 

Herald described Indigenous people as, “…the most degenerate, despicable and brutal 

race of beings in existence…[standing] in scorn ‘to shame creation’- a scoff and a jest 

upon humanity…insensible to every bond which binds man…unprecedented in the 

annals of the most ancient and barbarous histories for the anti-civilising propensities 

they put forth.”322 Even more revealing in this trial, was the partiality of the jury where 

one of the jurors commented that, “I look on the blacks as a set of monkeys, and the 

earlier they are exterminated from the face of the earth the better. I would never consent 

to hang a white man for a black one. I knew well (the colonists) were guilty of the 

murder, but I for one would never see a white man suffer for shooting a black.”323  

Unfortunately, the “doctrine of Aboriginal worthlessness” pervaded Australian 

society influencing discriminatory laws and policy governing them.324 Supposed 

concerns of protection and assimilation guided a brutal social engineering campaign. 

Under the guise of state statutes and policies, Aborigines (until the 1970s) were 

essentially subjected to a police-state administration which often placed them outside 

the normal protection of the law. Effectively, without having ever committed a crime they 

were treated as “parolees or institutional inmates without the control of their assets, 

homes, labour, rights of association, or children.”325 In these trying circumstances 

Australia’s Indigenous peoples were exiled from their homeland and separated from 

their culture.  

One source comments that the early policy of genocide went hand in hand with 

the policy of eugenics (i.e., the practice or advocacy of controlled selective breeding of 

human populations—as by sterilization—to improve the population's genetic 

composition). It was noted that this, “…in turn led to the forced removal of halfcaste 

children from their families, bringing about an exile upon exile…exiled from their lands 

and taken into missions [concentration camps] and then their children… were dragged 

away from their mothers and taken thousands of miles away to be ‘educated,’ thereby 

becoming doubly exiled from their familial roots.”326 The “Stolen Generations” refers to 

such Australian Indigenous peoples who were removed in this way from their families by 
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the Australian Federal and State government agencies and church missions (under acts 

of their respective parliaments). This was done under the guise of “resocialisation” and 

those impacted today bear the traumatic scars of, and the terrible outcomes that are 

similar to other Indigenous populations. 

As well, in the 1920s and 1930s, Indigenous Australians were subject to medical 

experiments on how they experienced pain and where body measurements and blood 

samples were forcibly taken.327 The experiments were apparently motivated by the 

notion of scientific racism and were carried out by researchers from the University of 

Adelaide. In 2002, the vice chancellor, Professor Cliff Blake, of the university described 

the experiments as "degrading and in some cases barbarous" and the school issued a 

formal apology expressing “deep sorrow for what happened” to Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander groups.328 In addition, Indigenous babies and children in orphanages and 

homes were used as Lab Rats” for a range of trials, of vaccines, of other medical 

procedures, including horrifically enforced gynaecological examinations of young 

girls.329 

It should not be surprising then that even Australia’s tennis great, the Indigenous 

Evonne Goolagong, suffered under such policies and discrimination in her lifetime. She 

was one of the world's leading players in the 1970s and early 1980s and a former world 

number one women's player—winning 14 titles including seven singles (two at 

Wimbledon, four at the Australian Open, and one at Roland Garros).330 She grew up in 

a small New South Wales town, in an era when open discrimination was commonplace. 

She said, “Whenever a car would come down the road, my mum would tell us to hide ‘or 

else the welfare man will take you away.’” It turns out that even after winning 

Wimbledon, she was still treated as a second class citizen as she relates in this story, 

“Before I started travelling overseas and I was with a friend and in those days I loved 

music and I loved disco dancing, so she took me out but I wasn't allowed in. That 

happened again in Brisbane and I was with two Aboriginal friends and this was just after 

I won Wimbledon. I said ‘don't worry we'll go somewhere else.’ I think it hurt my friends 

more than me.”331 

New Zealand 

Until 1960 in New Zealand, the country had a policy of assimilation, but did not 

have the major attempts at social engineering which characterized Indigenous family 

and child welfare policy in Canada, United States, and Australia. However, in general 

there were similar impacts where Māori lost their land, language and culture 

incrementally through the the passage of laws and policies that suited English 

colonizers.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_and_territories_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_(station)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_racism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Adelaide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Adelaide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torres_Strait_Islander
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torres_Strait_Islander


100 

In New Zealand the Māori form a greater proportion of the national population 

and were fearsome warriors. This resulted in the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840 which 

framed the political relations between the government and the Māori. The treaty set out 

the general social relationship between European settlers and Māori. The recognition of 

Māori sovereignty in the treaty provided a basis for the recognition of their interests. 

Though there have been many terrible outcomes for the Māori, their initial strength has 

put them in a superior position to secure better outcomes for their population. 

This situation does not mean that New Zealand was free of the kinds of racism 

experienced in other countries. Similar to Canada, the United States, and Australia, 

New Zealand in late 1800’s imposed an entry tax on Chinese migrants332 amidst 

considerable anti-Chinese hysteria at the time.333 Though intolerance towards 

Indigenous people was typical of colonial societies, it has been suggested that in New 

Zealand the attitude of the settlers to the Māori was based more typically on the notion 

of cultural rather than genetic superiority. This did not stop the settlers from taking their 

land since Māori culture was percieved to be backward, and their schooling was 

underlined by the assumption that they were incapable of becoming westernized as 

“honorary whites.” There were also land confiscations, and a host of discriminatory 

policies relating to pensions, and segregationist policies for cinemas and swimming 

pools.334 

In many respects the Māori follow a social pattern similar to other Indigenous 

populations. The lack of education results in a vicious circle of discrimination that leads 

to higher unemployment rates and poverty and to alcoholism, and drug abuse—

resulting in their overrepresentation in prisons. These outcomes caused Māori to 

generally be perceived more negatively in the mainstream. This contributed to “quiet” 

racial discrimination leading one writer to recently comment that, “There's nothing more 

Kiwi than coming over here, and taking Māori land, then complaining about Chinese 

people coming over here and taking our land.”335 

Today, Māori elder and leading psychiatrist, Dr. Hinemoa Elder, recently stated 

that there remains an unacknowledged link between structural racism and mental health 

in young Indigenous people which needs to be discussed and dismantled. As with other 

Indigenous people, New Zealand’s Māori youth sucide rates are amongst the worst in 

the world being three times worse than pakeha (Europeans). Internationally renowned 

Hollywood actor and director Taika Waititi said in an interview that New Zealand is a 

great place, but it is also racist: 

I remember getting a job at a dairy and they would never give me a job at the till. 

I was always at the back, washing vegetables. And then one day one of the 

owners asked me if I sniffed glue, like, “Are you a glue-sniffer?” In my head I was 
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like, “Motherf**ker, you grew up with my mum!” And I knew for sure that he didn't 

ask other kids in the store if they were glue-sniffers. 336 

Sweden 

It is also interesting to note that the Sami of northern Sweden in the (1930s-

1960s) were put into boarding schools to assimilate and indoctrinate them in a manner 

similar to those in United States, Canada, and Australia with similar results. Their 

children were not able to escape the damaging impact of Eurocentrism where they were 

beaten for speaking their language, forced to internalize Christianity, were taught that 

they were an inferior race, and subjected to humilations of various kinds of eugenics 

assumptions. It resulted in their dispossession akin to other jurisdictions where they 

sought to instill a self-hatred and contempt for their families, communities, culture—

resulting in transgenerational trauma trapping many in the no-man’s-land between 

cultures.337 

This chapter looked at the fallout from Indigenous people going from being 

master traders and masters of their own destinies, to trading self-reliance for colonial 

masters. The following two chapters will review how this impacted Indigenous people at 

a general and personal and commericial level, and how they can take control of their 

destiny. The final section of this book will look at finding lost Indigenous power by 

returning to master traders in their own houses. 
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Chapter 8 

A Legacy of Despair  

…despair is often the painful eagerness of unfed hope. 
— George Eliot 

In countries where the Indigenous populations were not decimated by disease, 

they are often significant players in their national economies (the Indigenous tribes of 

Africa and Middle Eastern Nations for example). However, this was not the experience 

for countless other Indigenous populations—particularly those hit hard by disease. In 

such cases, to add insult to injury, governments had purposely created 

transgenerational dependency for purposes of controlling them—a sad fact which has 

led to, among other outcomes, cultural and spiritual desolation. As discussed, this was 

done through a host of draconian policies and laws that have had atrocious impacts that 

are still playing out in the Indigenous population today.  

The social statistics for Indigenous populations speak to Indigenous 

disadvantage and dysfunction. The numbers reveal third world living conditions that 

contrast sharply with the first world countries where many are found. For example, in 

Australia Indigenous unemployment is nearly 3 times the mainstream population while 

median income was over half.338 In the United States the average income for Native 

Americans is half that of the total population, and they have the highest poverty rates. 

They are more than 200 times likely to die of diabetes, more than 600 times likely to die 

of tuberculosis than other groups, with disproportionate disease rates from asthma, 

cancer, heart disease, and they suffer severe household overcrowding.339 In New 

Zealand in all but four basic socio-economic indicators, Māori were worse off than 

European New Zealanders. There are also significant disparities in areas such as paid-

work, the economic standard of living, and housing.  

In Canada 70 percent of First Nations students on-reserve will never complete 

high school. While the overall population of people behind bars declines, Canadian 

Indigenous represent about 30 percent of the federal prison population in general, and 

42 percent of the female prison populations—astounding numbers since they only make 

up 4.4 percent of the total population.340 (Apparently, in 2017-2018, Indigenous 

incarceration in Manitoba was 75 percent of all admissions to custody, and in 

Saskatechewan it was 74 percent.341) In western Canada they have 3 times the 

unemployment rate. A recent article in MacLean’s Magazine described the harsh reality 

of unseen Indigenous poverty symbolized by broken windows and tar paper shacks as 

having, “…an unemployment rate worse than Sudan and the median income on par with 

Latvia…infant mortality rate is worse than Russia [where] sewage systems often don’t 

work…[where] there is no fire department…medical facilities…drug and alcohol 
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addictions are rampant, TB is at epidemic levels, and the rate of HIV infection is higher 

than Nigeria’s.”342   

These countries, by comparison, are the “advanced nations.” In Latin America, 

the 34 million Indigenous people there live in even worse poverty and has been 

described as “pervasive and severe.” 

Impacts of Colonialism on Poverty 

Government and Individual Dependency 

We have broken the cycle of dependency. People have found out they're better off working. 
— John Engler  

In many countries, the easiest way for colonizers to control Indigenous 

populations was to take away their ability to be self-reliant and make them dependent 

on individual welfare and communal transfer payments. Rather than being self-reliant or 

interdependent on each other (as their ancestors had been for millennia), they were 

forced or unwittingly duped into relying on the government. Colonial governments were 

masters at undermining their traditional governance structures. They simply replaced 

traditional leaders with those more likely to be compliant. Once this was done they 

would provide a few financial crumbs to fight over. It turned out that theperpetual 

infighting this caused ensured the least amount of trouble for colonizers (and 

governments) who sought control over land and natural resources. The issue of 

Indigenous hereditary leadership is now coming to the forefront as an alternative, but 

these (often fuedal forms of leadership) need to be reconciled with the population now 

comfortable with democratic forms of decision making. 

While the resulting chaos has spawned an “Indigenous industry” of consultants 

and lawyers (who have grown fat off a predictable cycle of dysfunction), it has also 

largely achieved its goal. Individuals rarely bite the hand that feeds and when 

government funders ask Indigenous leaders to jump, often the only response is, “how 

high.” In Canada, this has been the description of the national Assembly of First Nations 

who many leaders say largely exists to, “collect government financial crumbs while 

rubber stamping government policy.” Emerging leaders recognize the solutions to their 

problems must come from within—not from the government that colonized them. This 

weakness and the need for action is now being recognized by many progressive 

Indigenous leaders, but who must deal with a population with acutely entrenched 

colonized mindsets. 

On an individual level, this has led to an economic dependency mindset, or being 

stuck in an economic dependency trap. Economic dependency occurs when a party 

recieves assistance with basic sustenance, “…[which] can impact poor people on 

welfare…Seduced by what appears to be ‘free’ monies, they continually postpone 
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making reforms needed for self-sufficiency….many end up being caught in the 

‘economic dependency trap’—a vicious cycle of dysfunction rooted in a dependency 

mindset.”343 In other words, being trapped into the transgenerationally-enforced handout 

mentality, unwittingly locks them into ongoing poverty. The dependency mindset can 

lead further to a culture of entitlement and expectancy, attitudes of cynicism and 

hopelessness, blaming, self-defeat, and victimization. 

Welfare Trap and the Economic Dependency Mindset 

You can’t get rid of poverty by giving people money. 
— P.J. O’Rourke 

When you take away the ability of people to provide for themselves you strip 

them of their self-reliance. Since positive reinforcement and the opportunity to validate 

self-worth comes from one’s own efforts, self-reliance is deeply engrained in human 

DNA. The dysfunction in Indigenous communities speaks loudly to the untold harm 

created from prolonging the culture of dependency. Indigenous Elder of the Leech Lake 

Band of Minnesota Chippewa, Roland Morris Sr., suggests policies of government 

dependence is “killing people.” He states that: 

Federal Policy treats tribal members as wards; as children. A man needs to feel 

needed, but as long as the government is taking care of a man’s family…[he]  

loses that feeling of being needed and important to his family. If a man doesn’t 

feel needed, what is there for him?.... Secondly, Tribal governments have 

become dependent on Federal government help. Through this dependency, 

many tribal governments have become corrupt with unchecked power and 

money. Because of this corruption and unwillingness to let go of power and 

money; tribal government themselves, in some cases, are keeping their people in 

the bondage of poverty and oppression.344 

This elder is recognizing that Indigenous ancestors, by comparison, were competent 

and hardworking, taking pride in the focussed efforts that fed their families. Through 

hard work, they validate their sense of self-worth. Such work also reinforces the critical 

community interdependence that was essential for the survival of Indigenous ancestors. 

Particularly, the lack of productive employment has undermined traditional role 

and status relationships. Moreover (though this is changing with emerging generations), 

such extended demoralization has obliterated the confidence of Indigenous people. 

Without understanding the colonization process that took place, self-reliant Indigenous 

ancestors, looking back at their current offspring, would be mystified as to what 

happened. Instead, self-reliance and pride were displaced by the overwhelming 

negativity flowing from generations of powerlessness.  
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This is the major reason there is so much dysfunction for people socialized into 

transgenerational welfare. When a welfare cheque is received from the government, the 

family and community are aware that the provider has done nothing to earn it. Such 

family dynamics contribute (especially for men) to the feelings of low self-esteem since 

it bypasses a fundamental means by which they gain a sense of self-worth—laying bare 

their powerlessness as the potential family provider for all to see. As well, in families, 

when people are not working, “the devil makes work for idle hands” in the form of 

substance abuse, incarceration, suicide, family violence, sexual abuse, etc. 

Social Dysfunction & Epigenetics 

It is this dependency that became, and is, the breeding ground for abuses of power. 
― Bell Hooks, All About Love: New Visions 

In many communities, the flipside of dependency is a culture of expectancy—

where people look to the government to solve even the most mundane problems. This 

attitude (where the practice of victimization plays a role) has displaced the self-reliance 

from millennia which dictated that people should rely on themselves and each other. In 

addition, those oppressed for extended periods of time, are further consumed in the 

phenomenon of learned helplessness. This is a psychological condition where, in a 

given situation, a person has learned to behave or act in a helpless way—even when 

they have the power to ensure they are not harmed by it. In other words, they blame 

themselves for a percieved absence of control over a situation because they feel that 

failure is inevitable due to past negative experiences.  

The frustration from such impotency can further lead to lateral violence. In the 

Indigenous situation, lateral violence is a product of colonization. When you are at the 

bottom of the social heap and cannot strike out at those above you, frustration erupts 

and is directed, instead, at your peers in the community—resulting in the oppressed 

oppressing each other. Feelings of being constantly put down manifest as shaming, 

humiliation, belittling, and sometimes violence. This divides communities and can result 

in group negative thinking (i.e., family fueds, gossip, and organizational infighting). 

Signs of lateral violence may emerge for the individual in a host of negative emotions 

such as toxic thoughts, self-pity, blame, envy, and victimization.  

Such intergenerational trauma can lead to unexplainable dysfunction, but there 

may know be some answers in the emerging field of study known by the catchall term 

epigenetics. According to Merriam Webster dictionary epigenetics involves the study of 

heritable changes in gene function that do not involve changes in the DNA sequence—

essentially this is the addition of information layered on top of the sequence of letters 

(strings of molecules called A, C, G, and T) that makes up DNA. While this area of study 

is in its early evolution, through transgenerational epigentic inheritance, parents are 

thought to be able to transmit traits to their offspring (via epigenetic markers without 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/270045
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altering the primary structure of DNA) or, apparently, the environment can induce the 

epigenetic marks (epigenetic tags) for some epigenetically influenced traits.345  

One the one hand, through transgenerational epigentic inheritance it is thought 

that nurture can help nature—where Indigenous parental care (the early environment in 

which one is raised) could positively shape adult behavior and even susceptibility to 

disease.346 On the other hand, traits such as addictions may be passed down through 

inheritance. Again while this area requires more study, it has been held out as 

promising to explain (and perhaps even solve) mental retardation, autism, 

schizophrenia, and neurodegenerative disorders, and even social challenges, such as 

aging, addiction, suicide, child abuse, and child neglect. Perhaps the learned 

helplessness, lateral violence, and other kinds of social dysfunction experienced by 

Indigenous people may at some point be conclusively explained through epigenetics.  

At any rate, to avoid the transmission of any such future problems, this 

underlines the critical importance breaking the cycle of dysfunction in current 

generations. It is incumbent upon Indigenous parents to take responsibility for learning 

about these issues to positively change their children’s lives. The need to break the 

ghastly dysfunctional cycle that previous generations have had to endure. 

Withering Economies under a Destructive Colonial Hand 

Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today. 
— Cherokee Proverb 

Unfortunately, early colonial governments, recognizing the potential for fierce 

commercial competition that Indigenous populations represented to settlers (amongst 

other percieved threats), passed sweeping restrictive “reforms” to put them at a 

disadvantage to Europeans. Such policy was aimed at dispossessing them of their 

traditional lands, undermining their traditional governmental structures, and dismantling 

their cultures, languages and spiritual practices—an all out assault meant to subjugate 

and control. An example of such targeted actions is set out in Helen Buckley’s book 

From Ploughs to Welfare where she chronicles how, in Canada, federal neglect and 

discrimination led directly to Indigenous poverty in the Prairies following the western 

treaties in the 1870s. She elaborates that: 

 

…At the time, many of the Prairie Indian bands were strongly interested in 

agriculture and made some impressive starts — breaking sod, planting crops, 

experimenting with the latest farming techniques, and even winning prizes at 

agricultural fairs. Within a few years though, INAC [the federal Indigenous Affairs 

department] had begun to systematically destroy their self-sufficiency. The 

scythes and wooden ploughs received as treaty payments soon became 

obsolete, and from that point onward the Indians were deliberately kept at a 
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permanent disadvantage compared to their white farming neighbors.347 

[Emphasis added] 

 

A recent $150 million settlement between the the Blood Tribe of southern Alberta 

and the federal government further illustrates the horrendous mismanagement of their 

once-lucrative cattle business. Apparently, more than a century ago the tribe purchased 

a herd of cattle that grew to over 5,000 head under their watchful husbandry. The Indian 

Affairs department of the time advised that they could do better and unilaterally took 

over management of the herd. In what was to become a familiar refrain, they 

subsequently leased tribal land to non-tribal members which caused over-grazing. The 

“wisdom” of the federal bureaucrats led directly to the herd’s total decimation over 

several bad winters348 Some question whether this resulted from their total 

incompetence, internal corruption, planned obsolescence, or some mix of these. Figure 

3 sets out the difference in historical economic rights between Indigenous people and 

non-Indigenous people. 

 

 

Canadian Comparison Between Economic Rights of Indigenous and Non-Indigenous 
People 

Non-Indigenous Indigenous 

(this grouping only includes status Indians and does not include Metis, Inuit and 
Non-status Indians) 

Full rights of a 
citizen governed by 
all general 
legislation 

The Gradual Civilization Act, 1857 was intended to:  
(1) assimilate Indigenous people by enfranchisement (i.e., have them voluntarily give up 

their Indigenous status otherwise suffer discrimation and severely impaired rights (such as 
an Indigenous person could not vote until 1960—over 100 years later—when the Indian Act 
was amended)  
(2) gave Superintendent of Indian Affairs severe power over status Indians 

Full rights of a 
citizen governed by 
all general 
legislation 

The Gradual Enfranchisement Act, 1869:  
(1) allowed an Indigenous person to become enfranchised without the substantial 
legal impairments of being legally an Indian with rights of a regular British subject to 
vote and to own land (1985 amendment to the Indian Act finally extinguished the idea of 

enfranchisement) 
(2) established the elective band council system that exists today 

Full rights of a 
citizen governed by 
all general 
legislation 

The Indian Act, 1876 consolidated previous acts. This legislation outlined the rights of 
Indigenous people as second-class citizens with limited freedoms as wards of the state—
effectively treating them as children. At various times under this act and its subsequent 
amendments Indigenous people:  
(1) couldn’t vote (until 1951) 
(2) own private land and did not have title to reserve land 
(3) consume alcohol 
(4) become a professionals (an Indigenous person lost status if they graduated university, 
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became a Christian minister, or achieved professional designation as a doctor or lawyer) 
(5) leave the reserve lands without permission 
(6)practice their customs or use their language (1884 amendment banned Potlach and 

1895 amendment banned the Sun Dance) 
(7) were restricted from access to courts (a 1927 amendment (Section 141) forbade any 

First Nation or band from retaining a lawyer for the purpose of making a claim against 
Canada, and further forbid them from raising money to retain a lawyer, on punishment of 
imprisonment) 
(8) were subject to blatant gender discrimination 

Full rights of a 
citizen governed by 
all general 
legislation 

By an 1884 amendment to the Indian Act Indigenous people were forced to attend 
residential school (the last school closed in 1997) where students were: 
(1) forcefully removed from their families at a very young age 
(2) could not speak their language or practice their culture 
(3) routinely abused and often murdered 

Full rights of a 
citizen governed by 
all general 
legislation 

In 1885 the Pass System was introduced on reserves and had no basis in law and was 

never codified into the Indian Act and therefore had no validity in law. Objections to using 
this as a basis restricting Indigenous people to reserves was raised by the Police 
Commissioner of the time but was overruled by the Indian Affairs Commissioner of the day. 
It remained in force for 60 years (until 1945), and any First Nation person caught outside 
their reservation without a pass issued by an Indian agent was returned to their reservation 
or imprisoned. 

Figure 3 

 

The Pass System was also an important tool for Indian Agents in suppressing the 

efforts of Indigenous people to create economic independence. In the documentary The 

Pass System, Director Alex Williams explores this permit system that was, introduced, 

in part, to control the sales of Indigenous-reserve produced goods that were sold off of 

reserves (usually to minimize competition for colonists). Given that many such sales 

were being made off reserve, the pass and permit systems were often intertwined. He 

noted that, "You had these Indian agents who were judges, they controlled your 

agricultural sales, and you want to keep them in good graces." The livelihood of people 

living on reserve meant they relied on full cooperation of the all-powerful Indian 

agent.349     

 It is important to reiterate that such change was also taking place at a time when 

Indigenous populations were severely decimated by European-introduced diseases to 

which they had no immunity. Under such an onslaught, commercial turf was virtually 

impossible to create, much less defend. In the modern context, imagine the barriers to 

building a business where laws essentially outlawed private property, and defined one’s 

race as legally incompetent persons and “wards of the state”—effectively treating 

Indigenous people as children.  

  



109 

War Hero to Zero: A Personal Story 

 
I found this out over the years, that racism is a thinly veiled disguise over economics and money. 

― Quincy Jones 
 

In this context, consider the treatment of World War I Ojibwa soldier and most 

distinguished hero, Francis Pegahmagabow. He survived two of the Canadian army’s 

deadliest jobs: as a scout running messages from headquarters to the front lines, and 

as sniper. His patience and stealth learned as an Indigenous hunter resulted in him 

becoming the deadliest sniper on either side of the war with 378 confirmed kills. He 

became one of the most decorated Indigenous soldier in Canadian history having being 

awarded the Military Medal in 1916 (becoming one of just 37 Canadians to win the 

Military Medal with two bars). He was also awarded the 1914-15 Star, and the British 

War Medal and the Victory Medal. “Peggy,” as he was affectionately known by his fellow 

soldiers, was not only one of the greatest heroes of the war, but in Canadian military 

history. However, in the racist post-war reality: 

 

…unlike his fellow soldiers, Pegahmagabow's fight does not end with the 

armistice…a decorated veteran, but when he returns to Canada, he remains an 

Indian: a "ward of the state," denied the rights of a Canadian citizen. He can't 

vote, and—as is the case with all First Nations people at the time—almost every 

aspect of his life, from his ability to leave the reserve to his military pension, is 

controlled by an Indian Agent, a powerful white bureaucrat assigned to oversee 

all Indigenous people in his jurisdiction.350 

 

As previously mentioned, the Indian Act was the legislative tool used by the 

Canadian government to exercise total control over Indigenous people. The Indian 

Agent had enormous power over what they could and could not do within their broad 

social cultural areas, and their community. Some of the powers included were: the 

recommendation to depose a Chief or councillor (i.e., unilaterally getting rid of an 

elected government), enforce attendance at residential schools; control Indian 

movements off Reserves (through a pass sytem akin to the former pass laws of South 

Africa which were designed to segregate the population), and; exercise control over 

religious and cultural practices that were deemed by the state to be inimical with 

"civilized" behaviour.351 

 

Imagine a law decreeing that caucasians did not have the legal capacity to sign 

agreements, etc. What would a modern person do if they were prevented from voting in 

elections, practicing their religion, and the best and brightest were denied the ability to 

become professionals such as lawyers, or doctors. Imagine further the impact where 

small children were taken from their homes and placed in government-sanctioned 
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religious concentration-camp-schools where, in their formative years, they were 

routinely denigrated, and physically, sexually, psychologically assaulted, or simply 

murdered—in an effort to “take the caucasian out of the child.” Then consider further the 

likelihood that city dwellers might succeed in business where they were removed from 

the city and forced to reside in the remotest and least commercially viable areas where 

they could not own title to the land. Add to this targeted government policy aimed at 

creating total economic dependency for the specific purpose of having complete control 

over the besieged population. In these circumstances, it may be easier to understand 

how the Indigenous entrepreneurial streak might become deeply buried.  

 

When policy is specifically created to entrench dependency over generations, it is 

not surprising that it has become deeply engrained. With the loss of independence and 

culture came a deep dispiritedness that has transpired into widespread dysfunction. 

Researcher Ken Coates suggests further that this legacy has left Indigenous people in 

Canada with, “a profound sense of disengagement from the national political system 

[which is a logical outgrowth] from a system that provided little room for individualism, 

collective action or a positive Indigenous agenda.”352 After generations without hope, 

despair has set in paralyzing Indigenous people into inaction. To understand how to 

move forward, Indigenous people must firstly understand who they were historically, 

and the fierce self-reliance and adaptation skills of their ancestors (as discussed in Part 

1). This part of this book sets out the specific goals and impacts of colonization intended 

to control them and undermine their self-reliance. With this understanding a plan 

forward may be created as is set out in Part 4. From knowledge comes power, from 

power flows hope for the generations to come. 
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Chapter 9 

Retaking Personal Power 
 

Most powerful is he who has himself in his own power. 
— Seneca 

The power of Indigenous societies will be founded on the pillars of governance, 

economic development, and education. (These  elements will be discussed in Part 4 of 

this book.) To endure, these pillars have to be anchored in a solid foundation. The 

underpinning of every society is its individual people. If the people are not whole the 

society will not be whole. If a society is the sum of its parts, its collective power will be 

diminished without individual empowerment. The individual builds families, families build 

communities, and communities build societies. The essence of power is the ability to 

influence the actions, beliefs or behavior of others. Individual empowerment is 

necessary for Indigenous people to retake their collective power (to determine their own 

futures).  

Historically Indigenous ancestors demonstrated their collective power in various 

ways. This was done through military prowess, their economic capability, and through 

their governance structures. For example, the great civilizations of Mesoamerica and 

South America demonstrated power through their control of massive geographical 

areas, by their immense standing armies, their bureaucratic competence, and 

leadership. Similarly, the Iroquois Confederacy united to form a powerful nation with an 

elaborate political system. Their Constitution, the Great Law of Peace set out three 

levels of government: the Village Council Fire, the Nation Fire (Mohawk or other), and 

the Grand Council Fire of the Haudenosaunee.353 Similarly, the Indigenous people of 

the Pacific Northwest exhibited their power through their complex governance systems, 

trading mastery, and aggressive warfare. They reinforced tribal and status relationships 

through potlatches which were a naked demonstration of wealth and power. Likewise, 

the Māori demonstrated their power through warfare (practicing aggressive martial arts), 

their legendary seafaring skill, and by their tight-knit tribal leadership. Amongst Māori 

subtribes, peace and power was maintained, “…by the concept of whanaungatanga or 

the maintenance of kin relationships between related hapu [subtribes]…often reinforced 

by…strategic marriages between the chiefly families.”354  

All of these groups also exercised their power through occupation and the control 

of their territories and trade. It would be absurd in these highly competitive societies to 

not take an action that was clearly advantageous. Why would they allow rival tribes to 

get the upper hand? The Crying Indian would have been quickly killed, or enslaved if 

he/she left his power for others to take. To avoid this, Indigenous ancestors were keenly 

attuned to take any improvement that presented itself—whether it was from 
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happenstance, economics, or technology. Can you imagine what might have happened 

to the plains tribes of North America if one tribe adopted the use of guns and horses 

and others did not? 

The reason for limited Indigenous power today is that they were severed from the 

resources that sustained them and allowed them to create wealth. They were 

subsequently governed by paternalistic regimes and laws designed to control them. In 

the process of colonization their individual power was leeched from them by ever more 

restrictive measures. The process destroyed the self-worth of individuals, families (by 

severing connection of children to parents), undermining communities, and ultimately 

societies. To retake their power, Indigenous people need to understand how power 

works. Writer Gloria Steinham explained human power dynamics when she said, “…it 

can be taken, but not given.” Governments have taken Indigenous power, but cannot 

give it back. To empower themselves, Indigenous people must proactively retake their 

unused power by understanding how it was taken, and how this has impacted them. 

This chapter examines how individuals can retake their personal power for the benefit of 

the collective. 

The Economics of Power 

To develop political and economic power in a capitalist society, you need capital. 
— Bobby Seale 

Economist Robert Shiller observed that poor people feel they have no choice in 

accepting handouts, while those in the middle class often reject them because they 

want their economic power back. Since Indigenous people are poor, they too feel this 

way (having long forgotten the older times when they were the “middle class”). Few of 

those Indigenous espousing anti-development views understand ancestral history 

where trade—the economic development of the time—was central to Indigenous well-

being. Long before European contact, Indigenous people had been trading and 

bartering goods and services. It is difficult to understand how those engaged in 

contemporary commerce could be “sellouts” when their ancestors were dominant 

traders whose lives were made immeasurably better from it. Their competitive instincts 

as master adapters, dictated economic exchanges. If anything, the wealth from trade 

allowed their cultures to evolve and develop to a much higher order.  

The cultures of the tribes of the Pacific Northwest culture found a heightened and 

more intricate expression from the immense material wealth gained from trade and 

warfare. This was the case for most Indigenous people. The aggressive pre-Columbian 

tribal traders didn’t compromise their cultural  Indigenousness any more than other 

great traders of history—whose cultures and societies were enriched and flourished 

through a more efficient exchange of goods. There is no question that Indigenous 
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civilizations and societies similarly flourished from the economic development activity of 

the time. Power, where ever it comes from, is still power! 

In current society, power comes from governance and economic control. 

Individually, power can come from education and knowledge, which is needed for 

economic development. However, in the modern peaceful world, in large measure 

money is the currency of power. As will be seen in following chapters, economic 

development (needed to accumulate money) must be preceded by a stable governance 

system. In the Indigenous world, there generally is little money because economic 

development is often shunned. As a result, Indigenous people ignore the need for, and 

value of, economic intelligence—choosing to continue in the vicious cycle of poverty 

instead.  

Many advanced Indigenous groups worldwide, strategically use economic 

development as a tool to create revenue to enhance their well-being and culture. To 

return to their ancestral roots as master adapters, the tools of contemporary commerce 

can and must be used within their cultural and environmental framework. The purpose 

of economic development is not purely to make money to have more money, but to 

holistically improve family and communal wellbeing. To do this, Indigenous people have 

to muster the courage to take the action needed to retake their power. 

Understanding Negative and Positive Personal Power 

Our thoughts are very powerful. [By focussing] on what we lack, we create blockages…limitations [becoming] 
imprisoned by the vibration of our negative energy…attracting what we think…negativity, while repelling the very 

thing we desire. 
— Randi G. Fine 

To take back power collectivelly, Indigenous people must take back their 

personal power. Positive personal power is based on strength, confidence and 

competence. It is also important to be aware of the phenomenon of negative power and 

how it is exercised harmfully in Indigenous communities. There are two kinds of 

negative power: (1) negative power where Indigenous elites use their powers to oppress 

their own citizens (to be discussed further in subsequent chapters), and: (2) individual 

negative power. When you do not have power—that is, positive power to make a 

constructive difference—some will exercise individual negative power. Negative power 

occurs where those without the power or confidence to effect constructive change 

simply oppose any positive suggestion, often attacking those who make them. In their 

minds, exercising negative power validates a kind of adverse sense of control where 

they can have negative influence. Such negative individual power can be overt or 

covert. 

Covert negative power is based on passive-aggression. It is expressed in 

behaviors that belie weakness, incompetence, and self-destructive inclinations intended 
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to manipulate others by arousing feelings of fear, guilt, and anger.355 Overt negative 

power is characterized by the aggressive use of domination, coercion, or forceful control 

over others. It can be used by individuals to malign those suggesting positive change, 

by leaders who socially intimidate their citizens through embarrassment or outright 

threats of punishment, or to accomplish their aims using fear to oppress and demoralize 

others. Since many individuals may have exercised negative power all of their lives they 

are often very good at it. They pretend to stand for community interests while opposing 

everything that may actually help. They grandstand in public meetings to denounce 

those advocating solutions primarily to flaunt their negative power. They never suggest 

or support anything realistic that may actually make a difference to their families or 

communities. By standing against everything they really stand for nothing. Their ulterior 

purpose is to stop the good people in their communities from pursuing real solutions—

misery unfortunately loves company. They seek to carve out a toxic space and live rent 

free in the heads of solution-seekers. Positive people can avoid such toxicity by 

understanding the negativity, of negative people is “their” problem, and they can choose 

to ignore them.  

Personal Building Blocks for Retaking Power 

When we build, let us think we build forever. 
— John Ruskin 

To retake personal power there are also some essential attitudes needed to rise 

from the spiritual ashes of entrenched dependency. Without this foundation it will be 

difficult to foster the approaches and environment needed for self-determination, wealth 

creation and well-being. 

Awareness and Attitude  
 

It is the awareness of unfulfilled desires which gives a nation the feeling that it has a mission and a destiny. 
— Eric Hoffer 

Powerlessness has left many floating aimlessly—like rudderless ships in a dark 

sea of despair. A direction forward will only be charted with clear minds and honest 

hearts. The history of brutal marginalization has created deep spiritual wounds, and a 

yearning for cultural wholeness and belonging. Many struggle with feelings of tragic 

loss, unsure of how to mourn or what to do. Currently, some find solace in notions of 

healing and reconciliation. These are very helpful first steps, but to retake personal 

power faster, more aggressive and immediate measures are recommended.  

Powerlessness should be a starting point, not a crutch. The individuals in nations 

wishing to rise will require an acute consciousness of where they came from, how they 

were colonized, and then enslaved mentally. It is also critical that they embrace the 

attitudes necessary to effectively take back their power. Many have a vague grasp of 
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the injustices that Indigenous people were subjected to, however, there needs to be a 

precise understanding of how this process created harm in order to escape its results. 

Without this understanding and a committment to take action, Indigenous people will 

never grow beyond the shadow of their ancestors.  

Acceptance 

Understanding is the first part of acceptance, and only with acceptance can there be recovery. 
— J.K. Rowling 

For the recovery of Indigenous people, there needs to be an honest assessment 

and acceptance of the dire conditions of their communities—particularly, how the 

government-imposed milieu is literally killing the population. As a starting point, it should 

be accepted that colonial governments initially set up reserves to fail. The system was 

put in place to marginalize and control them and their lands with an ulterior agenda of 

maintaining a system of hoplessness and economic despair. Young Indigenous people 

have clearly voted with their feet on this scheme, leaving their communities in droves for 

employment and economic opportunities available elsewhere. There should also be 

recognition of the absolute control over reserves that governments wield, and the 

corruption and dysfunction this has spawned. Acceptance also involves recognition of 

the impact that welfare dependency has had on individuals and families.xxii 

While awareness means being conscious of what happened, acceptance is the 

act of acknowledging that information in your heart and mind as reality. It means 

understanding the impact of colonialism intellectually, and accepting it emotionally as a 

reality of Indigenous experience. Not accepting this truth cripples the capacity to 

manage the feelings that flow from it—trapping many into an ever-repeating loop of  

draining emotions. Denying, suppressing, or avoiding this truth simply excerbates its 

outcomes. Like the death of a loved one, acceptance isn’t about skipping the grieving 

process, or belittling what happened. It is simply being willing to acknowledge the reality 

of colonial outcomes without resisting or denying them. They are neither good nor bad, 

they just happened, and have left emotional scars that have to be dealt with. 

  

                                                           
xxii

 In any population it creates harm because it robs people of their ability to validate their purpose and sense of 
self-worth from doing good work. One the one hand, it is clearly understood that many people have no alternative 
to recieving welfare to survive. This is not intended to criticize or condemn those people where it actually fulfills an 
important role. On the other hand, it is a cautionary note about the potentially insidious impacts it can have on 

individual psychic, and family wellbeing. 
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Commitment 
 

Wherever you go, go with all your heart. 
— Confucius 

Once there is awareness and acceptance of these realities, there has to be an 

unwavering and enduring commitment to make things better. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

said, “Do the thing and you will have power.” In order to do anything important you have 

to have unwavering commitment to take action, and power comes from that act. To 

make a difference to future generations, Indigenous people must be committed to taking 

action now.  

Understanding Fear and Responsibility 

A person may cause evil to others not only by his actions but by his inaction, and in either case he is justly 
accountable to them for the injury.  

— John Stuart Mill 

Fear is a useful emotion. It stops people from doing stupid things that may cause 

harm. It becomes a problem when the fear of failure paralyzes some into doing 

nothing—stopping them from taking constructive steps. Those on the outside are 

mystified as to why some would not take action to gain real control over their lives when 

the status quo is so damaging. Unfortunately, for generations Indigenous people have 

been taught that the best decision is not to make one. The micro-control of distant 

bureaucracies over their lives has petrified many into indecision where taking action is 

percieved to be an uncertain enemy. While doing nothing eliminates the risk of mistakes 

and possible ridicule, it does not lead to the desperately required action to improve well-

being.  

Indigenous ancestors did not become master adapters by doing nothing, but 

understood that life could be only made better through calculated action. Failure is a 

natural part of the learning process. Unfortunately, hard numbers reveal that, in part, the 

fear of failure and inaction has made the lives of Indigenous people the most wretched 

on the planet. Worldwide, Indigenous people make up over 6 percent of the global 

population, yet they account for about 15 percent of the extreme poor—having a life 

expectancy up to 20 years lower than non-Indigenous people.356  

You cannot transcend what you do not confront and fear must be faced so that 

postive action can be taken. The decision to take action collectively starts with the 

individual, and requires courage. In deciding to face fears, one is also deciding to 

accept responsibility for one’s life. Those who believe that someone else—especially a 

distant bureaucracy—will take care of them, are buying into a bill of goods that has 

proven to be false. How much more evidence needs to be marshalled for Indigenous 

people to begin to take charge of their futures?  



117 

A history of colonization, has led further to learned helplessness and lateral 

violence which has sucked the purpose and meaning out of the lives of many. Yet the 

reason for rediscovering the power of purpose and meaning in life should resonate 

every waking moment—there is a dire and immediate need to take action to make the 

lives of existing and future generations better now. This can only be done by 

overcoming fear and taking responsibility. 

Overcoming Bad Tribalism 
 

I know that if we allow the gridlock of tribalism, we’re all in trouble. 
— Elizabeth Lesser 

Tribalism takes many forms. At its worst it can involve ethnic cleansing and 

genocide, and is often seen in the practices of competing religions. The politics in the 

West today are rife with such bad tribalism where competing groups seek to bully and 

scapegoat those of a different political stripe. It draws an emotional or subconscious 

hard line that prevents people from seeing alternative points of view—ignoring or 

belittling objective evidence that is not consistent with their position. Bad tribalism arises 

when people band together for a common ad hoc or general purpose in ways that seek 

to harm others who do not share their views.  

The tribalism of the international left has been rebuked for how Big Green and 

related organizations bully and belittle those who disagree with their views. Writer 

Charles C. Mann observed that, “As an issue, climate change was unlucky: when 

nonspecialists first became aware of it in the 1990s, environmental attitudes had 

already become tribal political markers.”357 By continously pounding the doomsday 

drums of an impending apocalypse, powerful ENGOs with overarching ideological and 

financial agendas purposely create fear and needless despair, ruthlessly attacking all 

who disagree with their prescriptions. In this process, they also ignore or suppress the 

holistic agendas of real Indigenous tribes (seeking to make their lives and communities 

better) while manipulating Indigenous rights 

agendas to suit their dogma and monetary goals. 

Historically, Indigenous tribalism meant 

survival—evolutionary forces dictated the benefits 

of working closely together. Such good tribalism 

was built on families, extended families, and sub-

tribes. It was previously discussed how this tribal 

structure was extended into a sophisticated pan-

tribal entity by the Iroquois Confederacy in the 

form of the oldest living participatory democracy 

on earth. Similarly, the Indigenous of the Pacific 

Northwest were kinship-based and matrilineal—

Tribal design for author’s regalia. Through his 
mother’s clan affiliation the author is allowed to 

used the crest of the killer whale. 
(Design by Ts’msyen artist Bill Helin) 
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meaning that clans (those united by percieved kinship) and property pass through the 

maternal line. In the author’s case of the Ts’msyen people, his tribal clan is 

Gispwudwada (Killer Whale), his sub-tribe is the royal house of Wiiseeks, and his tribe 

is the Ginaxangiik. Interestingly, nine separate tribes in the village of Lax Kw’alaams 

also worked together in a political affiliation very similar to the Iroquois Confederacy.  

Initially tribes flourished and built complex and distinct societies. Today, many 

draw great strength from their tribal identities. However, in the post-colonial era of 

Indian reserves and government dependency, the reasons for the formation of tribes in 

the first place are often forgotten. Without the dire need to band together for safety and 

food production, the fabric of good tribalism has weakened. In some cases, bad 

tribalism takes hold where people form nebulous groups to shame and bully others—

groups not based on real tribal affiliation, but on toxic emotions. By acting out of 

jealousy, anger, spite, and learned helplessness, such bad tribalism often takes the 

shape of lateral violence. Not only does it harm those who are its targets, but creates 

very unhealthy stress. 

It is important to recognize that this form of bad tribalism (which often overrides 

common sense and reason) is built on harmful negative emotions. The targets of bad 

tribalism should understand that the toxicity of another group is not their problem, but of 

those projecting the negative emotions. Why should anyone allow venomous people to 

root such toxicity in to their psyches? Instead, focus should be placed on working with 

positive community folks while welcoming those engaged in bad tribalism to participate 

positively—reinforcing common interests. By emphasizing a shared plight and dire need 

for solutions, good tribalism can be employed to move constructively forward.  

Summary 

 

In order that they might organize to take their collective power, this chapter has 

focussed on the steps required for Indigenous people to empower themselves 

individually. If a society is truly measured by how it treats its poorest citizens, there are 

also obligations on governments and members of the dominant society. To create 

cultures that are more equitable and inclusive, governments must take specific action 

where there are harmful forms of visible and invisible discrimination that results in their 

treatment as second class citizens. There are also severe economic consequences 

when societies hold a widespread unconscious bias, and Indigenous people are 

effectively banished to remote reserves where unemployment rates would make the 

Great Depression look like a walk in the park. 

The same advice given to Indigenous people might also be offered to 

mainstream people and governments.  There needs to be an awareness of the history 

of Indigenous Peoples and an acceptance how colonization has brutally impacted them. 
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This should be done with helpful attitudes with a commitment to take constructive action 

for change. The should be little fear in taking moral responsibility for a festering injustice 

in the understanding that Indigenous Peoples also bear accountability for seeking to 

improve their lives. 

Like the medicine wheel, this book is divided in to four parts. The four parts of the 

circle of the medicine wheel need to be closed for Indigenous Peoples to rise again. The 

first part involved understanding the importance of real Indigenous history and the 

dynamism of their ancestors. This part deals with colonialism, and its communal and 

personal impacts. The next section examines the new form of Imperialism and its 

damaging impacts on Indigenous Peoples—eco-colonization. The last part of this 

book—the final part of the medicine wheel that is required for a sacred hoop—explores 

the practical path forward to create the opportunities upon which hope will be based. 

With such knowledge what was once a mere spark of the dynamism of ancestral traders 

will become a healthy flame, leading towards the roaring blaze of trade and enterprise 

that characterized the fierce pre-Columbian Indigenous traders.  
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The medicine wheel represents the core values of some Indigenous North 

Americans, and has evolved to represent their spiritual concepts, traditions, and beliefs. 

One of the overarching ideas associated with it involves the holistic healing of the body, 

mind, and spirit. Since colonization has ravaged Indigenous Peoples worldwide there 

needs to be an enormous emphasis on making people whole again, both physically and 

spiritually. All peoples must draw on their own cultures and beliefs to acheive this. There 

are steps that have been discussed for Indigenous Peoples to inherently begin this 

process, but it does take “two to tango.”  

In the process of healing the wounds and scars of colonization and in the spirit of 

reconciliation, it is important for dominant populations to meet Indigenous Peoples half-

way. The problem is that dominant populations do not understand, or often belittle the 

gauntlet of colonialism that Indigenous people have had to endure, and how deeply this 

has damaged them. Ignorance disappears when time is invested to learn about what 

actually happened to people—how their families, cultures, and traditions were smashed 

asunder in a brutal era of social engineering. It is not a small matter for parents whose 

culture and language were attacked, or whose children were taken from them, or who 

were murdered, beaten, raped, and socialized into thinking they were of less value than 

other people. Sometimes people feel better if there is a simple sincere apology, but 

there also needs to be real understanding shown and resources available to them. It is 

critical that this process be started and continue till healing is complete. 

It is also important for Indigenous Peoples to understand how they may be 

unwittingly holding themselves back, and the kinds of attitudes and behaviors that this 

manifests in their communities. There is ample “good medicine” within Indigenous 

Peoples to make themselves whole again, but there needs to recognition of the barriers 

and how they might be overcome. 
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Part 3 

IDEOLOGY & ECO-COLONIALISM 
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Koru 
Māori Artist  

In the Māori culture, the koru is a spiral shape based on the the silver fern frond. Long 
before it became the national symbol for Aotearoa (New Zealand), it was a symbol integral 
to Māori art, carving and Ta moko (tatooing). To them it signifies creation, new life, growth, 

strength, and peace. It also is a key symbol embedded with philosophical beliefs passed 
down in their ancient teachings. 
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Chapter 10 

Ideology and Green Money 
One of the great creative statesmen of our age was Franklin Roosevelt…because he preferred experiment to 

ideology. 
— Robert Kennedy 

Prior to the 19th century (when people lived in what would now be considered 

abject poverty), the modern day notion of environmentalism simply didn’t exist. In the 

late 19th century, concerns emerged about protecting the countryside in Europe and in 

the wilderness of the United States. From the late 19th to the mid-20th century, 

environmental organizations arose as lobbying groups. In the early 1960’s the “green” 

political movement founded environmental nongovernmental organizations (ENGOs) 

and political parties—melding the ideas of environmental protection, grassroots 

democracy and social justice. In the subsequent period, a clear ideology had emerged 

within Big Green—the moniker used here for the myriad of powerful unelected ENGOs 

that wield tremendous influence today. Recognizing that environmental protection 

resonates with everyone, the international left subsequently co-opted the environmental 

movement as a way to propagate socialist ideology.358  

Given the common concerns towards protecting the environment, it is often 

assumed that Big Green and Indigenous people’s interests are the same. In some 

cases, this is true. While there is a broad shared interest in protecting the environment, 

views frequently diverge on how this (and social justice issues) should be addressed. 

As well, the socialist ideology with its rigid prescriptions for how to protect nature are 

commonly rejected outright by Indigenous people. Why would they want more of the 

same exercising kind of socialism and inflexibility that is already delivering 

powerlessness and distant bureaucratic control? In some respects they share the 

skepticism expressed by long time environmentalist Michael Schellenberger who asks 

why green Western activism promotes policies that are often harmful to humans and the 

environment. This led Schellenber to become a different kind of activist. He still wants to 

help the poor and preserve ecosystems, but through industrialization instead of 

“sustainable development.” He helped to start a movement called ecomodernism, the 

subject of his book, Apocalypse Never: Why Environmental Alarmism Hurts Us All. 

While he is worried about climate change, he doesn’t consider it the most important 

problem today, much less a threat to humanity’s survival—observing that the favorite 

solutions of Big Green are often making the problem worse (as Michael Moore also had 

concluded in his documentary Planet of the Humans).359 Instead, Indigenous people 

suggest we see nature through the practical lens of balance, forged from millennia of 

experience. In the end, we are obliged to provide a provide better approach to 

environmental decision-making than the damaging ideology of Big Green. 
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Such ideas, dreamed up by white elitists, are part and parcel of the ideological 

package that Big Green believes is required to enlighten “uninformed and uneducated 

Indigenous people.” Many Indigenous people feel, however, that ENGOs do not 

understand grassroots Indigenous issues because they are too white, too middle class, 

and lacking in empathy—amounting to a race problem. 360 Such fears are well-founded 

according to a 2014 University of Michigan study that looked into 293 mainstream 

NGOs, foundations and government agencies. It found that the lack of racial diversity 

was troubling—concluding that less than sixteen percent of minorities were employed 

as staff or on their boards. Furthermore, "…ethnic minorities are concentrated in the 

lower ranks...[with] less than twelve percent of the leadership positions.” 361  

For Indigenous people, such inherent racism is apparent in their dismissive 

attitudes of superiority.362
 For example, in 2014 at a UN summit in Peru, Greenpeace 

executed a publicity stunt that resulted in their trampling on the 1500 year-old 

Indigenous Nazca lines that are protected as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This 

greatly angered Indigenous people, and their actions were criticized by Peru’s 

government as being, "…thoughtless, insensitive, illegal, irresponsible and absolutely 

pre-meditated."363 In response, Greenpeace stated (with typical hubris) that they were 

surprised that this resulted, "in some kind of moral offense."364 Who, after all, would 

object to the desecration of an ancient sacred site by arrogant rich whites seeking to 

raise revenues off the backs of Indigenous people and poor countries? 

Greenpeace struck again when it waged a relentless campaign against a forestry 

company in Quebec that had a most distinguished environmental record and a history of 

successful partnerships with local Indigenous nations. Even though it was logging only a 

small portion of the forest in question, the company was publically branded as a “forest 

destroyer” risking a “caribou herd death spiral.” In purposely using such embellished 

and misleading emotional terms, they were able to lobby the company’s uninformed 

customers into boycotting its paper and print products.365 Greenpeace later cheerfully 

claimed to have caused more than $100 million in economic damage to the company. In 

a subsequent court action, it admitted to falsifying staged photos and videos about the 

company’s forest practices.366 The region’s mayor, union leaders, mill workers and 

Indigenous leaders were angry with such blatant fearmongering and distortions. Jack 

Picard, a band council member of the the Innu Nation of Pessamit stated that, 

“Greenpeace, in our view, is a group that goes to the extreme, that doesn't seek a 

balance between conservation and forest management…We don't accept anyone else 

speaking for us. We are fully capable of speaking for ourselves."367 [Emphasis 

added]  

Similarly, Nellie Cournoyea, the former Chair and Chief Executive Officer of the 

Inuvialuit Regional Corporation (located in Canada’s Northwest Territories), summed up 

http://vaipl.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/ExecutiveSummary-Diverse-Green.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazca_lines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_heritage_site
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northern Indigenous views of Big Green and their patronizing and harmful conduct. She 

stated that: 

…throughout the public review phase [of the Mackenzie Gas Project ] we have 

noted the intensive yet narrowly focused efforts by southern based 

environmental protection organizations to emphasize the negative impacts of 

the [LNG pipeline] project while failing to recognize or give credit to the 

positive opportunities it will provide to the people and communities along 

the pipeline route…we encourage you to consider the words of those on 

whose traditional lands the project will take place and who will live with its 

consequences for generations into the future, rather than those who will 

return to their Toronto condos, secure in their own economic future, to plan yet 

another serene wilderness in someone else’s back yard without offering any 

realistic economic alternatives to the annoying inhabitants that might 

object to their self-serving interests.368 [Emphasis added] 

For Big Green, the cost of doing their business is the collateral damage to Indigenous 

people who have very few opportunities for employment, and business and community 

income.  

The demeaning attitude of Big Green towards Indigenous interests is a recurring 

theme in the history of colonization. Such racism is the same old wolf dressed up in 

sheep’s clothing. By preventing balanced development in traditional Indigenous 

territories, they block solutions to their socio-economic problems. In doing so they 

create the same kinds of harms as the ideological diktat in former communist nations. 

Instead, Indigenous people seeking balanced development have become the unwitting 

whipping dogs of Big Green campaigns led by uncompromising and ideologically driven 

Eco-Colonialists. For clarity, an eco-colonialist is a person who uses their environmental 

beliefs and actions to override, manipulate, or mislead Indigenous people (and the 

general public) for puposes of achieving their own ideological and financial goals. This 

causes harm to Indigenous people—comparable in some ways to the horrific fallout 

from European Imperialism.  

At the same time, when Indigenous people are seeking to recover from the 

abuse, neglect, and the trans-generational dependency imposed by past colonial 

governments, the interference in their lives and traditional territories by self-righteous 

eco-colonialists is injurious and it is not welcome. Such harm includes: 

 The creation of unwarranted fears of a threat to the environment 

 Misrepresentations about environmental harms 

 Deliberate manipulation of gullible community members (Lenin’s “useful idiots”) 
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 Secretly paying community members to be props (fake Chiefs, etc.) and 

protestors (as in the Wet’suwet’en and Lax Kw’alaams example to follow in this 

part of the book) 

 Using astroturfxxiii fronts to misrepresent their causes 

 Imposing Big Green ideological views against the will of communities 

 Interefering with: 

o traditional cultural practices and sustenance activities 

o community politics and self-governance deliberately creating destructive 

division 

 Villifying and abusing community people who do not support their cause in social 

and other media 

  Impeding activities (such as natural resource development) that have already 

been carefully vetted by communities and are deemed as necessary, and 

 Using their access to media to sensationalize and deliberately misrepresent the 

level of Indigenous opposition to projects. 

 

Other offensive tactics of Big Green include posing as “pretendians” or seeking to 

“redwash” their organizations to advance their careers, or goals. According to Suzan 

Harjo (an award-winning columnist for Indian Country Today), pretendians encourage, 

“…the stereotypical imagery, name and behaviors and further misconceptions about 

Native people.”369 The white colonists disguised as Mohawks who stormed British ships 

in the 1773 Boston Tea Party were some of the first pretendians. A recent investigation 

into an organization that was involved in national rail blockades revealed whites posing 

as Indigenous people who flitted from protest to protest to create the impression that 

there was widespread Indigenous solidarity with their ideology. The investigation revealed 

that Natalie Knight (who had taken a central role in such protests) was actually an 

American who obliquely claimed to be Yurok and Navaho. It turns out she was in 

Canada to earn a Ph.D in Philosophy having received the Dean’s Convocation Medal at 

Simon Fraser Unversity.370 

The same sort of misappropriations take place when such ENGOs “redwash” 

their organizations to gain legitimacy and donations from those sympathetic with the 

Indigenous rights agenda. Redwashing occurs when a non-Indigenous person or group 

                                                           
xxiii

 Astroturfing attempts to create an impression of widespread grassroots support for a policy, individual, or 
product, where little such support exists. Such organizations can be corporations or political groups disguising 
themselves as spontaneous, authentic popular movements who seek to sway public opinion by duping the 
unsuspecting and well-intentioned citizens into believing that they are real. They can use clever marketing, catchy 
titles, and questionable experts to create the impression they are supporting a good cause when they actually 
are supporting the opposite. Astroturfing gets its name because they are essentially fake “grassroots” 
movements. In the environmental world, often large American Foundations fund ENGOs who funnel monies 
donated ostensibly for environmental good to achieve a hidden agenda. 
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poses as Indigenous by appropriating cultural names, images, or Indigenous symbols 

(as in figure X). Typically they prefer the Indigenous people, if any are actually involved 

in their organizations, to be the “wooden Indians” of the past—seen but not heard. 

Knight’s associate, Ivan Drury, also a long-time professional protestor revealed his 

group called Alliance Against Displacement371 

(founded to advocate for social housing) had 

overnight rebranded itself as the Red Braid 

Alliance for Decolonial Socialism. He refused to 

respond as to why they made such a hasty 

identity change.372
 Their website revealed further 

how they were seeking to redwash their neo-

socialist ideology as, “…a revolutionary working 

class and Indigenous organization…[who] practice 

and advocate for a strategic unity between 

Indigenous peoples fighting for sovereignty 

through dismantling colonialism…[and] 

imperialism…We prepare to take power away 

from capitalists and colonizers by increasing the 

autonomous power of communities as part of the 

insurgent working class and Indigenous peoples’ 

movements of the world.”373 Unfortunately, neither 

of these people are working class or Indigenous 

and this is another appalling example of Big Green 

seeking to conceal a deceptive form of socialism under the cover of an Indigenous 

rights agenda—colonialism with a fresh coat of paint!374  

Such abuse is often concealed from the public. Like Imperialists of the past, eco-

colonialists have wreaked untold havoc on the larger interests of Indigenous people. 

Hijacking the Indigenous rights agenda for their own ideological and financial purposes 

perverts the righteous cause of the most impoverished people on the planet. Imposing 

the ideology of city-living eco-colonialists onto rural people is not only destructive and 

invasive, but most unwelcome. Indigenous people are seeking practical solutions to real 

poverty, not unworkable ideology, and campaigns aimed at raising money to fill the 

coffers of Big Green. In their hubris, they act as if they have a divine right to dictate the 

ideological thinking for Indigenous people. If they object—too bad, Big Green Brother 

takes an Orwellian approach and, knows what you need to think, and will make sure 

you pay the price for not being a true believer. 

  

Red Braid Alliance Poster whose name and 
images appeared to be part of an quickie 

rebrand to create the impression that is an 
Indigenous organization. 

(Source: Organization website)  
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Environmental Ideology and Eco-Bullies 

The problem with Socialism is you eventually run out of other people’s money. 
—Margaret Thatcher 

Ideology is the body of doctrine, myth, or belief that guides an individual social 

movement, institution, class, or large group. Yet most ordinary people are completely 

unaware that Big Green’s new environmentalism includes socialist ideology and 

propoganda techniques. These were introduced into the movement with great stealth—

having nothing to do with the environment.375 One source suggests that, “…nobody 

wants to overthrow capitalism for the usual reasons—inequality, worker oppression, 

racism, fascism, rising corporate control, globalization, middle-class decline, greedy 

bankers, private property”— when their intentions can be concealed under an 

environmental cause.376  

It is understandable that young people interested in social justice might be 

attracted to an ideology that promises a flattened pecking order and that guards the 

social welfare of all. However, though there may have been good reasons for seeking a 

better system, the rigid and blind imposition of socialist ideology has led to terrible 

inequalities, gross inefficiencies, catastrophic injustices, and dreadful impacts on the 

environment. The Great Leap Forward in China (1958 to1962) led by Chairman Mao 

Zedong is an example of an immense socialist catastrophe. In a four year period, at 

least forty five million Chinese peasants were worked, starved or beaten to death—a 

shocking genocide given that the total death toll for the entire Second World War was 

fifty five million. Not satisfied with that calamity, Chairman Mao subsequently led the 

Cultural Revolution (1961 to 1971), an era of military rule, terrorism, purges, and 

restructuring of the education system (intended to ensure that people thought along 

“correct” ideological lines). Besides harming China's economy, it resulted in an 

estimated death toll ranging up to twenty million people.377 Similarly, in Stalin’s brutal 30 

year rule (1922-1952), his ideological vision of “Socialism in one country” was intended 

to transform Russia into an industrialized military power.xxiv To do this Stalin oversaw a 

reign of terror with the extermination of all who opposed him resulting in approximately 

twenty million deaths. More recently, Venezuela’s socialist government has overseen its 

downfall from being one of the wealthiest countries in the world to one where people are 

fleeing a collapsed economy, mass starvation and violence.  

Claims that socialism is the only path to environmental nirvana must also be 

squared with its shocking record of environmental abuse. For example, when the Berlin 

Wall came down, it was discovered that an estimated 42 percent of moving water and 

24 percent of still waters in East Germany were so polluted that they could not be used 
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 This was done through forced labour and collectivization (moving millions of people from the countryside to the 
cities). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_China
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to process drinking water. Almost half of the country’s lakes were considered dead or 

dying and unable to sustain fish or other forms of life. Only one-third of industrial and 

half of domestic sewage actually received treatment. Furthermore, an estimated 44 

percent of East German forests were damaged by acid rain, and in some areas the level 

of air pollution was between eight and twelve times greater than that in West 

Germany.378  

Zuzana Janosova-Den Boer, an engineer who also grew up under Communism 

in Czechoslovakia (but now lives in Canada) contends there are unmistakable signs of 

socialist propoganda techniques being deployed under the cover of environmentalism. 

She suggests the three main stages of such propaganda are: (1) Polarization379 (KGB 

term: “demoralization”); (2) Destabilization380, and (3) Revolution381. While these 

techniques are being prosecuted at an international level, Indigenous people see them 

being used in their communities to an immensely harmful effect.  

Often Indigenous people who seek balanced holistic development (not aligned 

with eco-socialism and their financial goals) find themselves in the crosshairs of Big 

Green bullies. An Eco-Bully is an activist or an ENGO who uses their power (especially 

in the form of financial, and media resources) to intimidate, control, or harm others by 

creating fear, and anxiety. This form of bullying is used to intimidate or suppress 

differing views, and its hallmarks are the propoganda techniques using massive 

financial resources and media access to intimidate, threaten, villify, and belittle non-eco-

socialists. When Bertrand Russell asked why propaganda was so much more 

successful in stirring up hatred than friendly feelings, he had his finger on the pulse of 

the the most powerful stage of such environmental propoganda, polarization.   

When Big Green resorts to suppressing dissenting views, another regrettable 

event in history comes to mind, the Inquisition. This was a period when a powerful office 

was set up within the Catholic Church to root out heresy—infamous for its interrogation, 

torture, and persecution of Jews and Muslims (resulting in an estimated 32,000 

executions). This example is cited not to suggest that ENGOs would commit such 

horrible atrocities, but to point out that their propoganda modus operandi is similar. 

Rather that using torture and murder, they create pressure on perceived eco-heretics to 

conform to their ideological agenda by creating fear, public shaming and coercion. In 

their view, to paraphrase former President Lyndon Johnson, you are either righteously 

sitting in the environmental high tent pissing out, or a blasphemous heretic outside the 

tent pissing in. Yet there are many thoughtful and well-informed people who do not buy 

into Big Green’s prescriptions. When this occurs, environmental “Jews and Muslims” 

should not be persecuted for disagreeing with GreenThink. 

A well-known example of Big Green’s propaganda techniques can be found in 

the discussion around climate change. Most people would agree that humans have an 
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impact on climate and are concerned about it. However, those who question 

environmental alarmism and solutions are attacked in a manner resembling “climate 

religion,” and not science. Doomsday environmental pronouncements predicting that the 

world will come to a cataclysmic end in twelve years have created concern that 

ideological hysteria has replaced religious hysteria (falling on the heels of dozens of 

failed climate predictions over the last 80 years382). These views often mimic religion—

literally suggesting that humanity will burn in hell if they the diverge from Big Green 

prescriptions.383 

Former high profile environmentalists have come forward to reveal how such 

propaganda alarmism, the manufacture of environmental issues, and the misuse of 

science, are employed to create fear to drive revenues. Dr. Patrick Moore, a founder of 

Greenpeace said he left the organization because, “the mission, once noble, had 

become corrupted—where political agendas and fearmongering trumped science and 

the truth.”384 Anti-science activism had apparently become a major tool for frightening 

the public and politicians. 385 Such techniques arose because, the “low hanging fruit” of 

the early environmental movement (such as nuclear war, toxic waste, air pollution, etc.), 

were successfully addressed since the establishment adopted them. As a result Dr. 

Moore confided, ENGOs resorted to inventing issues to remain on the opposite side of 

the establishment. Propaganda campaigns were launched purposely using emotive 

words that were sensational, misleading, and inaccurate, to create fear. Apparently they 

learned that frightening a cynically manipulated population by creating public anxiety 

results in cash flow.  

Furthermore, Bjorn Lomborg, president of the Copenhagen Consensus and 

visiting fellow at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, suggests that such climate 

alarmism—cultivating one fear over others—creates unecessary panic while blinding 

society to sensible solutions. He suggests that such a false alarm costs trillions, hurts 

the poor (who have other priorities such as education, health care, jobs, government 

and nutrition ), and fails to fix the planet. Lomberg advises further that, “When false 

climate alarmism makes us insist on invoking climate at every turn, we end up helping 

the world only a little at a very high cost.”386 

Censorship of dissenting views also has arisen as a common theme in the 

climate change debate.387 In 2020 upon the release of Michael Moore’s blockbuster 

documentary, Planet of the Humans, it was pointed out that the focus on renewables—a 

mainstay in the ideological plank of climate alarmists—does not solve but exacerbates 

the GHG problem. A group of climate activists succeeded in their censorship efforts and 

brought Cancel Culture to one of the leading voices of the left. Moore had his film briefly 

taken off a website owned by a group called Films for Action and, later, activists had it 

removed from Youtube for the misuse of several seconds of otherwise unimportant film 

footage.388 Such measures reveal the intolerance (described as bordering on the 
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“cultish”) climate activists have towards honest discussions about the limits of 

renewable energy. For those who have drank Big Green’s Kool-Aid, freedom of speech 

only appears to apply to those supporting the official dogma. Those who do not are 

denounced as eco-heretics and will be burned at the stake of censorship.389 

The purpose of pointing out these examples is not to debate the merits of climate 

change or capitalism, but merely to underscore how the international left has subverted 

more virtuous forms of environmentalism to achieve political (and financial) ends that 

have little bearing on the environment. There is no question that there is considerable 

merit to criticisms of the impact of capitalism. However, adopting such socialist ideology 

wholesale has already proven to be a recipe for social, economic and environmental 

catastrophe. In seeking to win this ideological war, Indigenous people and their 

aspirations for self-determination have inadvertently become cannon fodder for Big 

Green’s dogmatic (and fiscal) agenda. 

Many honest, environmentally-minded people are truly concerned about the 

impact of humans on nature. Yet these folks often reject Big Green’s claims that there is 

a specific environmental problem, or that it is not as bad as claimed, and frequently 

disagree with group-think ideological prescriptions. Many have cited a considerable 

body of evidence relating to renewables390, and national and statewide renewable 

programs391, which point increasingly towards their unsustainability (due to 

environmental, logistic, technological and financial constraints). Moore and Gibbs 

clearly stepped off the ideological reservation in making public their deep-seated 

concerns with the direction of Big Green. However, when such disagreement occurs, 

ordinary people should not be viciously attacked, and maligned in a coordinated 

censorship persecution. When their views differ, they are not “sellouts” or “deniers”—

they simply have a divergent view. This is the civilized way that reasonable people, 

without ulterior agendas, deal with the opinions of others. 

Author David Pepper points out that, “…there is no one, objective, monolithic 

truth about society-nature/environment relationships…There are different truths for 

different groups of people in different social positions and with different ideologies.”392 

As Sioux leader Sitting Bull said, “If the Great Spirit had desired me to be a white man 

he would have made me so in the first place….It is not necessary for Eagles to be 

Crows.” This is precisely the view of Indigenous people today who have been looking 

after their environment for millennia—Indigenous eagles need not be socialist crows. 

They do not need affluent movie stars or pampered university students, arriving on 

private jets to preach to them about how to protect lands they have been stewards of for 

millennia. It is becoming clearer that environmental truths for impoverished and remote 

Indigenous people are not the same as those economically-secure trust fund city 

activists whose pay cheques and ENGO business model depend on blocking 

development in Indigenous traditional territories. 



132 

When Indigenous people disagree with the objectives of cashed-up ENGOS, 

they have quickly learned that it is, “their-ENGO-way-or-the-highway.” Indigenous 

Peoples have discovered that, in order to create solutions to suit their needs, they too 

require the “experimental” pragmatism of President Franklin Roosevelt—not blind 

ideology. Simply saying no to all business development is a prescription for a 

devastating status quo that would not be acceptable to any population. The current 

socialism of the Indigenous reserve system has confirmed that this is not just bad for 

business and the environment, but is literally destroying the population.  

Using Socialism to Raise Capital 

I'd like to live like a poor man—only with lots of money.  
—Pablo Picasso 

It is said that “money talks and bullshit walks.” It turns out this is just as true for 

Big Green as it is for everyone else. While the public commonly views ENGOs as being 

for the “public good,” a different picture emerges when you follow the money. Journalist 

Douglas Coupland suggests that, “The new global economy isn’t about data—it’s about 

who can highjack your emotions and how they can profit from that...Forget data; 

emotional manipulation is our new cultural currency, and hyperpolarisation is 

merely a subset of hyperemotion.” 393 [Emphasis added] He notes further that when 

someone has calculatedly frightened you into believing what they are suggesting, they 

end up owning you in the process. According to Dr. Patrick Moore, founding member of 

Greenpeace394, ENGOs similarly start phoney environmental campaigns, “because 

there is money in it…raising hundreds of millions of dollars.”395 [Emphasis added] 

At the same time he said that, “Science and logic no longer hold sway. 

Sensationalism, misinformation, and fear are used to promote campaigns.”396 

[Emphasis added] When their focus shifted from genuine environmental issues to those 

best suited to raising cash, the tipping point was reached for Big Green’s new direction.  

Unfortunately, the problem with such deliberate emotional manipulation for 

younger generations, is it promotes a distorted, fatalistic, and ultimately depressing view 

of existence. The constant stream of scary media stories about global warming for 

example is terrifying kids, and leading to increased neuroses.397 Little Greta Thunberg 

should not be constantly dwelling on the dystopian demise of humankind. It is not right 

for Big Green to be exploiting young people (especially those with known psychological 

vulnerabilities) into being shills for their cash-driven ventures. Children are not “useful 

idiots” to be cynically exploited for the material abd ideological gains of Big Green’s 

drirectors and managers. 

Dr. Moore decided to leave Greenpeace when his (non-scientific) fellow directors 

sought to generate money by fabricating environmental issues like banning the element 

chlorine worldwide. They preposterously named it the “Devil’s Element” to create the 
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public impression that a compound in the periodic table was somehow evil.xxv He was 

mortified at the suggestion because, beyond Greenpeace’s cash needs, if the anti-

chlorine campaign had succeeded, it wouldn’t be their wealthy donors that suffered but, 

“…those in developing countries—people [like Indigenous people] they were 

presumably trying to help.”398 [Emphasis added]  

According to Paul Watson, founder of the Sea Sheperd Conservation Society, 

Greenpeace really jumped on to the anti-whaling band wagon after his group was 

declared to be “pirates” by the U.S. federal court in 2008. The notoriety from this 

decision translated into a financial windfall in donations. Watson said, “Enough is 

enough, the Greenpeace fraud about saving whales must be exposed. For years, I have 

been tolerating their pretense of action and watching them rake in tremendous profits 

from whaling…[making] more money from anti-whaling than Norway and Iceland 

combined. In both cases, the whales die and someone profits.”399 [Emphasis added] 

Today Greenpeace has become the standard bearer of corporate Big Green. It is 

purportedly the largest ENGO in the world with offices in 40 countries and annual 

revenues topping $368 million. Apparently, it is now bigger than many of the world’s 

biggest organizations such as the Arsenal soccer club, the Boston Red Sox, the 

American Petroleum Institute and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce—with only six 

percent of their revenue going to field operations while sixty percent goes to salaries.400  

In a 1978 radio interview, Watson disclosed why he too quit Greenpeace. Similar 

to Dr. Moore, he said he was disgusted by how they frequently fabricated (often 

unfounded) environmental fears for the sole purpose of generating cash. 401 Specifically, 

he noted how Greenpeace (and other ENGOs) focussed their campaign on the harp 

seal harvest in Canada because they were cute, marketable and were easily 

manipulated as a proven money-maker.xxvi He claimed that most of the monies raised at 

that time were abused and came from gullible school children and pensioners—akin to 

predatory televangelists. He reiterated the Big Green trend, and their financial needs 

were more important than the actual environmental issue they were supposedly 

championing. Apparently Greenpeace raised more money on harp seals (even though 

they were not an endangered speciesxxvii) than was spent on the campaigns 

themselves.  

Despite being neither a conservation or animal welfare issue402, harp seals still 

remain the target of protest for “saving” and fund-raising focus for many ENGOs.403 It is 

                                                           
xxv

 Blithely ignoring the fact that adding chlorine to drinking water is one of the biggest advances in the history of 
public health, and some of the most effective pharmaceuticals have a chlorine component. 
xxvi

 The head of a crying baby seal (its tears keep their eyes from freezing) is shamelessly plastered all over posters, 
buttons, shirts, for the sole emotive purpose of extracting cash from a naive public. 
xxvii

 Harp seals are listed on the IUCN Red List but are NOT endangered where their population is listed as 
“increasing,” and is NOT listed on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Species Endangered Species List. 
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a sad comment on the questionable ethics of such ENGOs that the information 

circulated about the “the commercial seal massacre” continues to be deceptive, largely 

false, or completely false. Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, this behavior continues to 

be driven by money. Like a good pump-and-dump securities fraud, the money raised 

from decieving the public into supporting a clear non-environmental issue is simply too 

good to pass up. Where they once raised millions, they apparently now raise tens of 

millions while persisting to exploit the image of the baby harp seals even though 

Canada has banned the killing of white coated seals since 1987!404 Despite being 

justifiably incensed that Greenpeace would cynically manipulate the public into donating 

money for such a manufactured environmental issue, Watson’s organization went back 

to raising money from them as well—his ensuing fundraising needs apparently 

superceded his “outrage.”405  

What emerges from these environmental trailblazers are the elements of the Big 

Green business model. The primary lesson being that weaponizing environmental fear 

is a great way to raise cash even when there is no actual environmental threat. One 

writer suggests that they have founded the protest economy using fear as the new 

cultural currency—seeking to destroy capitalism while conveniently raising cash for 

themselves.406 Their first priority is selecting a cause based on whether it raises 

money.407 Once the cause has been identified, commitment comes in the form of 

gearing up for a full blown campaign containing several strategic components.408 The 

campaign message is repeated loudly and ad nausem.409 John F. Kennedy noted that 

the principle is simple, “…follow the Hitler line—no matter how big the lie; repeat it often 

enough and the masses will regard it as the truth.” Finally, in parallel with a media 

strategy, a lobbying strategy is prosecuted to pressure politicians to take action 

supporting the cause even when there may be no real environmental concern. These 

elements form the strategy of securing their number one priority—cash. 

What people in rural communities and Indigenous people would like Big Green to 

know is that their organizations and personal salaries are not more important than their 

communities. They may not be affluent and white, but their lives and existence count 

too—especially in areas experiencing unemployment rates that exceed the Great 

Depression. When it comes to balanced development in their traditional areas they 

question why those who are not directly or indirectly impacted, should destroy their 

opportunities for a better life. Figure 4 shows the differing organizational focus between 

ENGOs and Indigenous governments which may help to explain their differing goals. 

Big Green Indigenous Government 
Fund Raising/Foundation Driven Social Welfare Driven 
Humans are the enemy (in campaigns) Humans are most important in a balanced 

environment 
Cash is King Community well-being is most important 
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Objective: Raise Cash & Stop Development 
or a targeted activity 
(often with ulterior goals to those 
proclaimed publicly) 

Objective: Create Balanced Development 
(administer programs, protect environment, 
create business and employment 
opportunities, address community health, 
welfare and social needs) 

Focus on Making Biggest Media Impact to 
Raise Funds where truth may be a casualty 

Focus on Holistic Community Wellness 

Media and Fundraising Competition Organization Competition 
Dependent on Individual and Foundation 
Donations & Attracting Media Attention 

Dependent on Government Transfer 
Payments and Creating Sustainable Revenue 

Report to Donors and Provide Limited 
information to Public 

Report to Community Members and 
Government Transfer Agencies 

Self-Appointed Leadership Democratically elected/Hereditary Leadership 
Figure 4 

 

While Indigenous communities are generally interested in protecting the 

environment, necessity requires leaders to have a more holistic focus. The environment 

is always at the top of the list of concerns, but so is the well-being of their families and 

communities. The environment is one part of their more sweeping obligations that 

include health and social needs, basic infrastructure (clean drinking water, housing, 

etc.), employment, and business opportunities. On the other hand, the literal profit for 

Big Green is largely measured in their success in stopping developments that may help 

Indigenous people. Exagerrating envirotnmental harms with widespread media 

exposure increases the opportunity for financial contributions. Indigenous governments, 

on the other hand, are social welfare driven where re-election depends on delivering 

tangible holistic community wellness through balanced development. Leaders must be 

accountable to their communities whereas ENGO’s are apparently accountable to no 

one. What is good for ENGOs—enrichment through frightening donations out of 

individuals, foundations, and governments—is not necessarily good for Indigenous 

communities. In retrospect, rural and Indigenous people have learned that when 

ENGOs come into their territories with a manufactured message of fear and impending 

doom, it is wise to follow the money. 

Preaching from the Soapbox of Ideology  

The college idealists who fill the ranks of the environmental movement seem willing to do absolutely anything to 
save the biosphere, except take a science course and learn something about it. 

—P.J. O’Rourke 

In the author’s opinion (like many people), ENGOs were an altruistic force for the 

unmitigated good of humanity with the simple purpose of saving the planet. It was a 

bitter discovery that their real interest lies in raising money, and promoting neo-

socialism. Indigenous people who have been manipulated by arrogant ENGOs get a 
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sense of what their larger motives might be from H.L. Mencken’s comment  that, “The 

urge to save humanity is almost always only a false-face for the urge to rule it.”  

A further problem is created by their endless virtue signalling. The Urban 

dictionary defines virtue signalling as, “To take a conspicuous but essentially useless 

action ostensibly to support a good cause but actually to show off how much more 

moral you are than everybody else.” Sound familiar? Rural and Indigenous have been 

subjected to the self-righteous, self-serving preachings of activists who continually, like 

their early colonial masters, arrogantly wave their fingers in their faces. Long before 

wooly mammoths went extinct, Indigenous people were environmental stewards of their 

traditional territories. Today they are utterly flabbergasted at the gall of inexperienced 

know-it-all university kids, and pompous white celebrities, who claim they have figured 

out something about their environment that they have not already considered millennia 

before. 

Such behavior strikes the world’s poor as hollow, like Marie-Anoinette’s “Let them 

eat cake” pronouncements to the starving peasants of French history. As the 

Mouvement des gilet jaunes (the French yellow vesters) has shown, ordinary people will 

riot when rich elites impose their hobby-virtue signalling measures on them “for their 

own good.” It is one thing for such elites to want to show off to the UN that they are 

virtuous. It is quite another to stand by and watch the average person struggling to feed 

their family. While the public is not quite ready to revolt at this point—political uprising 

may emerge once it becomes apparent that they have been duped, and when it is 

realized that the ordinary folk, not rich elites, will foot the bill for their impositions. 

If there was such an organization as Virtue Signalers Anonymous (an oxymoron 

given the whole point is to show off how moral one is), it would not have the 12 steps of 

Alcoholics Anonymous. It would only have one step: practice what you preach—be an 

example of the restraint or behavior being counseled for others. The massive Dakota 

Pipeline protest is a case in point where environmentalists from throughout North 

America set up an enormous protest camp leaving the state with a $1 million bill to 

remove 48,000,000 pounds of garbage!410 Governor Doug Burgum said that, “This is 

probably the biggest ecological mess on the entire Missouri River system from top to 

bottom in this country.” It was exasperation with this sort of arrogance that led British 

Comedian Ricky Gervais to scold wealthy Hollywood elites (at the 2020 Golden Globe 

awards ceremony), “…if you do win an award tonight, don’t use it as a platform to make 

a political speech. You’re in no position to lecture the public about anything; you know 

nothing about the real world. Most of you spent less time in school than Greta 

Thunberg. So, if you win, come up, accept your little award, thank your agent and your 

God and f–k off. OK?”411 He went on to say, “You say you're woke [i.e., aware of social 

injustices] but the companies you work for in China—unbelievable Apple, Amazon, Disney. 

If ISIS started a streaming service you'd call your agent, wouldn't you?”412  
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For Indigenous people, the double standard of the rich and privileged stinks to high 

heaven—especially when their empty environmental advocacy deprives them of their 

ability to earn a basic living. In 2019, a Google event designed for A-lister celebrities and 

billionaires descended on Sicily to debate climate change. They arrived in 114 fuel-

guzzling private jets (burning 237 gallons of jet fuel per hour), enormous private yachts 

(burning more than 300 gallons of diesel per hour) and were chauffered around in high-

powered Maserati SUVs. Not surprisingly, the World Bank Group estimated that with 

three passengers per jet, the individual carbon footprint would be eight metric tons. 

Imagine creating nearly half of the GHGs that the average American emits each year for 

a one-day event—just to preach restraint to the plebes!413 It was hardly a revelation to 

ordinary people that the subsequent backlash to such hyprocrisy was a surprise to the 

sheltered virtue signalers. 

In Canada, a similar pipeline of celebrities (no pun intended) have taken a 

procession of fuel-guzzling private jets to visit the Alberta oil sands. This is an area in 

northern Alberta holding the world’s third largest oil reserves and has been the engine 

of economic growth and job creation for the country. The sole purpose of actors such as 

Leonardo DiCaprio was to denigrate the environmental record of Canada’s well-

regulated energy industry (whose carbon footprint left by movie filming is thought to be 

enormous).414. Many Indigenous people, whose businesses and livelihoods depend on 

this industry, would likely give the same advice as Ricky Gervais, that they are not in a 

position to lecture anyone about anything and would be well-advised to f–k off. Only 

when elite Big Green virtue signallers demonstrate that they are practicing what they 

preach will they have garnered any credibility. 

Another example of such behaviour is environmentalist David Suzuki. He is 

projected to be a wise and deferential elder on the national nature and science 

television program that he has hosted since 1979, The Nature of Things. In this role, 

Suzuki comes across as a scientific and gentle sage imparting knowledge about nature 

and science. This was the author’s opinion until a simple Google search revealed that 

he was perceived by many to be a surprisingly different character. While Suzuki 

preaches to the great unwashed about reducing their carbon footprint, there is abundant 

evidence that he does not practice what he preaches. In this regard, he has (akin to 

other celebrity environmentalists) been characterized like the wealthy northerners of the 

U.S. Civil War. They could avoid having to fight in the war by paying poor substitutes to 

take their place. Carbon offsets, according to one source, “…work in a similar fashion: 

people like Suzuki, who can afford it, get to keep jetting around the globe while 

someone else has to make up for it. For those who cannot afford it, too bad. Activists 

have little sympathy for people who are caught in a carbon bind, but lack Suzuki’s 

resources.”415 The blatant hypocrisy of owning five homes (one in the upscale 

Vancouver Kitsilano neighborhood worth $8.2 million in 2013)—including an island 

https://planephd.com/wizard/details/661/GULFSTREAM-G280-specifications-performance-operating-cost-valuation
https://nypost.com/2019/07/31/googles-celeb-obsessed-search-for-climate-change-answers-is-a-hypocritical-joke/
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC?locations=US
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which he apparently co-owns with a fossil fuels company (while on an anti-

corporate/fossil fuels campaign) —speaks for itself.416 Ghandi didn’t have this problem 

because he truly practiced what he preached.  

Numerous sources further disclose how Suzuki has shut out journalists (telling 

some to “F— off”). He was uncouth to those who disagreed with his views, or who 

asked him tough questions—including the Mayor of Ottawa.417 On one occasion, he 

screamed mad insults at journalist for having “demonized” him for reporting true facts. In 

describing this encounter Bill Tielman wrote, “…‘I want to talk to you!’ a red faced and 

agitated David Suzuki said, finger pointing in my chest. ‘You have no right to demonize 

me!’ he yelled causing people around us to back away….After more of Suzuki yelling 

and me responding calmly but pointedly, he tried to put me in my place. ‘I don’t give a 

shit about you…’ Suzuki almost screamed….[he] threw up his hands and rushed away, 

leaving the event immediately…Ironically, the reception was for a book about 

conducting good public relations—something Suzuki clearly has yet to learn.” 418  

On another occasion, a respected Haida hereditary Chief, Cheexial (Roy Jones 

Jr.), sought to speak with Suzuki “Chini to Chini” 

(grandfather-to-grandfather) on the street in his hometown 

of Skidegate on Haida Gwaii. Suzuki has one of his 

homes there and the Chief wanted to discuss a matter that 

concerned him where there had differing opinions . 

Cheexial described that he was met with a surprising 

verbal attack, “…before I knew it he was hollering and 

swearing about 2 inches from my nose.”419 This is a 

disrespectful response to a Haida Chief in his own 

territory—particularly for someone who is quick to invoke 

Haida culture, knowledge, and protocol when it suits him. 

At the end of Suzuki’s vent, Cheexial sought to be the 

“adult in the room” reminding him that “..we are both Chini’s [Grandfathers] and it’s not 

about us, it’s about our grandchildren.” 

For many, learning the truth about such ENGOs and their leadership can be like 

the emotional punch to the gut a child might feel when first told that there is no Santa 

Claus—discovering that the real altruistic “environmental Santa” does not actually exist. 

Moreover, the reality of what actually exists is repugnant and unsettling. What is 

concerning for Indigenous people, is that the sweet old portly environmental Santa also 

often wants them to surrender something dearer than their milk and cookies—their right 

to choose a self-determined path forward, and to feed their families through a holistic 

approach to balanced development. 

  

Haida Chief Cheexial (Roy Jones) 

(Photo provided upon request) 
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Chapter 11 

Collateral Damage from Eco-Colonialists  
 

The idealism of the left is a very selfish idealism. In their war against “the rich” and big business, they don’t care 
how much collateral damage there is to workers who end up unemployed. 

— Thomas Sowell  

Environmentalists often suggest their intention is to be kind to the earth and its 

people. Yet they blithely ignore the plight of thousands of ordinary workers and the rural 

poor who remain the unemployed victims of their targeted crusades. Drop-in activists 

usually have a limited understanding of Indigenous traditional territories, and their grim 

plight—where real opportunities to escape social and economic dependency are rare. It 

is not okay for Indigenous people to remain poor for the sake of ideology that enriches 

those far removed from their struggles. It is not okay for foreign-based ENGOs or mega-

foundations to meddle in community affairs with the aim of creating division. When 

dissension is sowed through such deception, community people begin to understand 

how CIA or FSB (formally KGB) destabilization programs might be deployed in banana 

republics. 

At the same time, rural people who object to the misrepresentations of Big Green 

are considered unenlightened country bumpkins. Environmental activists often come 

from affluent urban centres, but go to places where people are predominantly poor (like 

Newfoundland, northern Canada or Alaska) to tell them what they cannot do. For this 

reason Indigenous people are becoming more vocal in their opposition to eco-

colonialists. In one situation where radical environmental protestors professed to speak 

for an Indigenous community (opposing a project that the community clearly supported), 

an indignant Chief unequivocally said that, “No one has the right to speak on our 

behalf.”420 Other northerners have suggested that Big Green treats their communities 

and people as if they were livestock to be shunted into the environmental holding pens 

that suit their interests. And those who stand between Big Green and their cash 

(especially Indigenous people) have become their casualities—collateral damage in 

their contrived eco-wars that ensure they get their real “green.”  

Destabilizing Indigenous Communities 

Knowing what’s right doesn’t mean much unless you do what’s right. 
— Theodore Roosevelt 

A good example of such eco-colonialism and eco-bullying can be found in 

northern British Columbia where a small group of chiefs opposed a project that was 

backed by cashed-up ENGOs. After years of consultation, all of the impacted 

Indigenous communities overwhelmingly supported a proposed LNG pipeline.421 

ENGOs used various tactics to manufacture dissent. This included ginning up a 
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directive from the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

recommending that the pipeline be shut down. After being blasted by Haisla Nation 

Chief Crystal Smith, the chair of the UN committee admitted they had not bothered to 

learn the actual Indigenous views toward the project and “did not know” that the 

communities supported it.422 Even more shameful is how they blatantly abused the 

hereditary leadership process to suit their interests.423 What they did was effectively 

create an attempted coup d’etat where non-tribal people should have no input.  

Other hereditary leaders say the incident “shook their whole nation” and resulted 

in many community members being, “…afraid to be in public…afraid to come forward to 

share their thoughts because of being bullied, ostracized, harrassed, threatened, being 

called a traitor and a sellout on social media.”424 Wet’suwet’en member Troy Young of 

the Tsayu clan disclosed how their traditional laws were being changed or cast aside, 

“…to justify the actions of some house chiefs, who act [like eco-bullies]…[and] who 

have been manipulated [by environmentalists] to fight their fight [and whose goals have 

nothing to do with the well-being of their community].”425 Furthermore, 80-year-old 

West’suwet’en grandmother and matriarch, Gulaxkan (Rita George), said that many 

matriarchs were made to feel sick by how the conflict has split their community, 

particularly how outsiders had, “disrespected ancient feast house traditions of how to 

treat one another [respectfully].”426 The influx of white eco-radicals organizing the 

protests were pursuing their own policy goals which had absolutely nothing to do with 

their community wellness or Indigenous rights issues. She said, “I want the world to 

know what’s been happening to us. We are being bullied, it’s so shameful, so 

hurtful. We are being humiliated [by the eco-colonialists using a few of their traditional 

leaders as props and puppets for their war on fossil fuels]." [Emphasis added]  

One of the royal women who purportedly had her title removed for supporting the 

project was matriarch W’ihaliy’te (Theresa Tait-Day).427 She said her, “ancestors would 

scoff at the notion that a minority of chiefs from others tribes 

could do this. This is not our way.”428 She noted that the 

handful of renegade Chiefs, “…should not be bringing non-

Wet’suwet’en protesters into their community, most of whom 

do not know us, do not understand the complexities of the 

hereditary system. We can and must make decisions for 

ourselves. These protestors should stop pretending to 

speak for us and misrepresenting our traditional 

governance systems.” [Emphasis added]  

Big Green also prosecuted a similar disinformation 

campaign against the Klahoose First Nation for a green 

energy run-of-the-river hydroelectricity project. This was a 

project where all of the affected Indigenous communities signed off on the 

Wet’suwet’en matriarch 
W’ihaliy’te (Theresa Tait-Day) 

(Photo provided upon request) 
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environmental impacts and subsequently signed agreements in full support of it. Ken 

Brown was the elected Chief of the community who successfully stewarded (the billion+ 

dollar) project through to completion. He said ENGOs, “fomented an outrage campaign 

by disseminating disinformation with manufactured concerns.”429 He commented that 

beyond the ENGOs “traffic in distortions,” the reality was that the projects were not on 

fish bearing streams and, when operating, emitted zero carbon. Nonetheless the 

misinformation overwhelmed the little community—especially when they had a real 

opportunity to lift their members out of poverty. Chief Brown remarked further that, “Not 

one of the protesters had been to any of the project locations, had no relations with 

people in our community…[and] showed up to push anti-development rhetoric to create 

distress for our community members who were excited about the opportunity to work 

and earn a good income for the first time.”430 

Another example where environmentalists have imposed their will against the 

interests of Indigenous people is in the creation of the so called Great Bear Rainforest. 

They did this without ever having met with the Lax Kw’alaams people who have lived in 

their territory for at least 14,000 years. 

Members of the Nine Tribes of Lax 

Kw’alaams431 were greatly offended 

by a self-congratulatory news article 

where the white ENGO “architects” 

were portrayed toasting the creation 

of the Great Bear Rainforest in the 

heart of their traditional territory.432 

Given that they were not consulted, it 

was galling for hereditary leaders to 

subsequently read environmentalist 

Tzeporah Berman bragging about 

dreaming up the name Great Bear 

Rainforest in a “cheap Italian 

restaurant” in San Francisco.433  

The tribes were rightly concerned about how this new designation could severely 

impact their ability to create economic and employment opportunities. In this area, 

industrial projects are the lifeblood of the population where Indigenous people can 

barely eke out a living from declining fisheries and forestry industries. An article 

provides clues as to why this was of great concern suggesting that it, “…was in fact a 

model primarily of how to use coercion to hold up development, at the expense of 

jobs and local First Nations.”434 In other words, it was a development that effectively 

will block the opportunity to benefit from balanced development to create desperately 

needed jobs, income, and opportunities. 

Where are the Indigenous “architects” of the Great Bear 
Rainforest? 

 (Photograph reprinted with the Permission of Bill Weaver, National Observer) 
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Another well reported example of such interference involved the Pacific 

Northwest LNG project in British Columbia. A major natural gas liquefaction and export 

facility had been proposed to go into Ts’msyen traditional territory where the impacted 

communities and tribes overwhelmingly supported the project.435 Local ENGOs (backed 

by large American groups such as Seattle-based Wilberforce Foundation436) argued that 

the area where the port was to be located was environmentally sensitive. American 

ENGOs financially supported a local community member to falsely claim that he was a 

hereditary Chief of the tribe where the island was located.437 When the project was 

abandoned by the proponent it was reported that the fake Chief and protestors were the 

first in line to accept a community payment that flowed from the project. 

The rightful hereditary leaders were shocked that Big Green outsiders would 

seek to essentially overthrow their ancient leadership structure with a slate of fake 

chiefs who were trotted out to the media with their speaking points. The real hereditary 

leaders declared that they, “…did not sanction inviting professional protestors…onto 

their traditional lands…[creating] needless confusion, and damages to tribal 

unity.”438 [Emphasis added] Big Green further financed the poser-in-chief to file a 

nuisance federal judicial review to delay the project (maintaining that the federal 

government had not acted properly in approving it).439 In response to this action the 

Gitwilgyoots Tribe filed an affidavit setting out five traditional protocols and laws as to 

why the poser was not actually a Chief and did not represent their interests440.441 In 

dismissing the court application, the Honourable Mr. Justice Barnes held  that the poser 

was not entitled to bring the court action on behalf of the Gitwilgyoots tribe because he 

had neither consulted tribal members nor was he satisfied that he was a, “…sm’oogit [a 

true chief] of the Gitwilgyoots.”442 

It is a nuisance to a community when an outside group with a hidden and harmful 

agenda—Iike Big Green—finances a tribal member to misrepresent their authority. It is, 

however, an invasion of internal tribal sovereignty when it makes a bogus legal claim as 

was done in the case of the Gitwilgyoots. The campaign severely disrupted community 

and family relations, and caused exhaustive effort and expense to the most 

impoverished of peoples. When the corporation walked away from the project, Big 

Green effectively severed the community’s opportunity to recieve multi-billion dollar 

benefits, and substantial employment and business opportunities. Big Green had no 

solutions to their land and tribal issues, but again filled their coffers off the back of 

Indigenous people—eco-colonialism once again shut the door to crucial economic 

opportunities.  
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How Eco-Colonialists Have Harmed the Indigenous of the Far North 

Unwanted favours gain no gratitude. 
― Sophocles, Oedipus at Colonus 

What gets lost in Big Green’s global media crusades is a serious discussion 

about how their campaigns harmfully impact Indigenous and rural people. In their 

financially focussed saving-the-whatever crusades, the interests of the local people are 

completely bull-dozed. Indigenous people are begining to ask more loudly why the 

interests of the poorest population (with the most at stake) and intimate knowledge of 

their lands, should be the least considered on the agenda, or not considered at all.  

Master Adapters of the High North 

Our very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remaln vigilant, and to 
face the challenge of change. 

— Martin Luther King Jr. 

Coming from a tribe located in a lush environment of a coastal temperate 

rainforest, the author has always been a great admirer of the toughness and sheer 

resiliency of northern Indigenous people. Can you imagine being placed in one of the 

coldest and most unforgiving environments on the planet and being expected to survive 

entirely from what you could eke out? As some of the most sparsely distributed people 

on the earth, spread across a vast, diverse geographic area, they live and have lived as 

nomads. How many modern people could survive in the darkness of long cold winters, 

in ice and deep snow where the sub-soil (permafrost) was frozen year round, and where 

there are extremely limited opportunities to acquire the protein needed to survive? If 

there ever were masters of adaptation, it is surely the Indigenous inhabitants of the 

North.  

Over the ages, they adapted culturally443 and biologically444 to their harsh 

environment. Culturally, they adapted every aspect of their lives from food to 

transportation, and shelters. It is interesting to note, since languages evolve to suit the 

most crucial needs of its speakers, that the Inuit have over 50 words for describing 

snow, and 70 words for ice. Apparently the Sami people—who live in the northern tips 

of Scandinavia and Russia—have  as many as 180 words related to snow and ice, and 

1,000 words for reindeer.445 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/143129
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Saving the Seals and Killing the Inuit 

There are two ways to be fooled. One is to believe what isn't true; the other is to refuse to believe what is true. 
― Soren Kierkegaard 

For the Inuit seal meat is a key food source in their diet and harvesting their furs 

was the only economic activity available to them.446 With complete indifference to their 

concerns, Greenpeace led a 1970s anti-fur campaign against the commercial sealing 

industry. Using graphic photos of southern Canadian sealers bloodily bashing the heads 

of innocent white seal pups, Greenpeace recognized that they found the perfect cash 

cow. In 1983 they succeeded in having all seal skin and fur banned. The problem was 

the Inuit never hunted that type or age of seal, and the campaign did not distinguish 

between the commercial sealing industry and small-scale, subsistence hunting. In 

effect, the Inuit became collateral damage of a fundraising campaign.  

This “minor” oversight by southern environmental groups and the subsequent 

ban, resulted in the catastrophic collapse of the fur trade for the Inuit—a time that 

became known to them as the Great Depression. This led directly to the average 

income of an Inuit seal hunter in Resolute Bay falling from $54,000 to $1,000 (a 98 

percent drop). The Northwest Territories government estimated further that 18 out of 20 

villages lost 60 percent of their communities’ income resulting in formerly self-sufficient 

hunters no longer being able to feed their families. The crash of the market led to 

skyrocketing suicide rates.447 In the documentary, Angry Inuk448, Alethea Arnaquq-Baril 

explained how the Inuit seal hunt was vital for Inuit peoples to sustain themselves where 

seven in ten Inuit children go to school hungry and where there now exists the highest 

poverty, unemployment, and cost of living rates in North America. It did not surprise 

them that it took three decades for Greenpeace to acknowledge the social and 

economic devastation that their campaign wreaked, and that it came with a weak 

disingenuous apology.449
 

For the Inuit, the seal hunt provided food, and selling the skins, or fashioning 

them into stunningly beautful clothes or other useful items, afforded cash for necessities 

that fueled the local economy. It also gave a sense of purpose and provided an 

important means of validating their sense of self-worth. The hunt also allowed them to 

carry on a cultural activity that defined who they were while avoiding cultural 

assimilation—factors that were and still are critical to their wellbeing. 

How committed would eco-colonialists be to a cause if the self-interested actions 

of others annihilated their income and their ability to pay their rent or to buy food for 

themselves? How committed would they be if it left them without a purpose or ability to 

provide for their families, or destroyed their culture and traditions along with families and 

lives? The message Inuit have for eco-colonialists is that, if you have “no skin in the 

game” you should have no say in it. This same point is now being made by other 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alethea_Arnaquq-Baril
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inuit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_hunting
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Indigenous people across the globe who find their activities and traditional territories 

being used as pawns by massive and powerful foundations with cash-focussed Big 

Green doing their bidding. The irony is that the eco-bullying actions of Greenpeace and 

the International Fund for Animal Welfare instead forced the Inuit to turn to mining and 

the natural gas industries to support themselves.450 

When Whales Trump People 

It is hard to imagine a more stupid or more dangerous way of making decisions than by putting those decisions in 
the hands of people who pay no price for being wrong. 

― Thomas Sowell 

Chris Apassingok was a sixteen-year-old Alaskan Yupik teenager from the remote 

village of Gambell. It is located on St. Lawrence Island on the northwest edge of Alaska 

in the middle of Bering Strait. As they have for millennia, the community relies on the 

bowhead whale, bearded seal 

and walrus for food. When 

hunting conditions are poor they 

require emergency food aid, as 

was the case in 2013.451 In April 

2017, Chris was engaged in the 

community traditional 

subsistence hunt when he killed 

a 57-foot bowhead whale that fed 

his entire village—a species that 

has a healthy population and is 

managed carefully by the 

government.452 For this he was widely praised by fellow Indigenous hunters and 

celebrated by the community for the much-needed food it provided. Indeed, in a 

traditional society, being able to provide such a bounty of food is the hallmark of a warrior. 

His kill was also a sign of his passage into adulthood—an important part of their ancient 

culture.  

People in the community were excited and grateful for the bounty of Chris’ whale 

when the event was posted to Facebook. That is how Paul Watson, the founder of the 

Sea Shepherd Society (based in Washington), learned about Chris. His response was 

to post a vitriolic rant about him on his personal Facebook page. It read, in part, "WTF, 

You 16-Year Old Murdering Little Bastard!… some 16-year old kid is a frigging 'hero' for 

snuffing out the life of this unique self-aware, intelligent, social, sentient being, but hey, 

it's okay because murdering whales is a part of his culture, part of his tradition. I 

don't give a damn that certain [Indigenous] groups of people have a 'right' to 

murder a whale."453 [Emphasis added] One would think that a woke activist like Paul 

Watson might give more weight to the practices of an ancient Indigenous culture—

Location of Gambell, St. Lawrence Island Alaska  
1155 kilometers (718 miles) from Anchorage 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenpeace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Fund_for_Animal_Welfare
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particularly if these practices are critical to the survival of its people. However, as others 

have learned, Indigenous people are annoying collateral damage of eco-colonialists 

when it comes to their ideological beliefs and collecting their cash.  

After reading Facebook responses from Watson’s followers, Chris was clearly 

emotionally distraught and his mother disclosed that he stopped going to school, barely 

spoke, and his mood darkened. In an epic example of classic Big Green eco-bullying 

many wished him dead. One message said, “You little c–t…I hope you choke on 

blubber…you deserve to die…You need to harpoon your mom.” This was followed by 

thousands of similar cruel comments—another declaring, “I hope that your whole 

community dies." As a perplexed Mom concerned for her son, Susan Apassingok 

commented, “We struggle to buy gas, food, [and] they [community hunters] risk their lives 

out there to feed us, while this Paul Watson will never have to suffer a day in his life. 

Why is he going after a child such as my son?”454 [Emphasis added] 

In self-righteous fashion, Watson refused to apologize and declined to be 

interviewed. Jessica Lefevre, an attorney for the whaling commission based in 

Washington, D.C. suggested that many 

environmentalists who object to 

subsistence whaling have a worldview 

of hunting as optional and recreational. 

She noted further that they are 

ideologically driven to save stuff and 

that the collateral damage to Indigenous 

communities obviously doesn't factor 

into their thinking. Furthermore, she said 

they simply do not, “…understand 

there are people on this planet who 

remain embedded in the natural 

world, culturally and by physical and 

economic necessity."455 [Emphasis added] 

The Sky is falling…on Polar Bears and other “Fake News” 

Beware of false knowledge; it is more dangerous than ignorance. 

― George Bernard Shaw 

More recently a National Geographic photographer and founder of the 

conservation group Sea Legacy, Paul Nicklen, took photos of an emaciated polar bear 

in its death throes on Canada’s Baffin Island. These photos were covered by major 

international media outlets and went viral with his Instagram post apparently clocking 

1.4 million views in a week.456 In spite of the lack of evidence, the reason the bear was 

Chris Apassingok (L), A Real Modern Day Warrior  
with younger brother, Chase (M), and father, Daniel (R) 

(Photo provided upon request) 
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dying was conveniently attributed to starvation as a result of global warming melting the 

ice cap. Less ice makes it more difficult to hunt seals—its main source of food. In taking 

the photos, Nicklen said, “'My entire Sea Legacy team was pushing through their 

tears and emotions while documenting this dying polar bear…It's a soul-crushing 

scene that still haunts me, but I know we need to share both the beautiful and the 

heartbreaking if we are going to break down the walls of apathy.”457 [Emphasis added] 

There is no denying that seeing the death of such a majestic animal in this 

manner would be emotionally upsetting, and that the shrinking amount of ice has made 

it difficult for polar bears to hunt. However, in this particular case, the direct link to 

climate change was simply too unlikely. Jeff W. Higdon, a seasoned arctic biologist, 

suggested that the bear was more likely dying of bone cancer or some other disease.458 

He commented that, when he first saw the bear photos, he tried to ignore them because 

he thought they were purposely misleading, “manipulative” and “emotional” web 

images.459  

No doubt the visceral image of the polar bear—poster child for climate change for 

years—was great for raising money for Sea Legacy. Such ENGOs have been criticized 

extensively for disinformation, and 

exaggerated claims linking the 

fate of polar bears to climate 

change. Dr. Susan Crockford 

suggested this incident is, “…no 

different from Ian Stirling’s back in 

2013460, or several others461 since 

then…(incidents involving the 

same photographer, Paul 

Nicklen).” 462 She calls the 

practice of filming dead or dying 

bears and then splashing the 

photos across the pages of newspapers and the internet “tragedy porn” —voyeurism 

leaving people open to emotional manipulation. She concludes that this is, “…how you 

get gullible people to donate money to a cause but it isn’t science: there is no 

evidence that this starving bear was a ‘victim’ of sea ice loss caused by global 

warming.” [Emphasis added] According to other arctic experts and the Canadian 

government, polar bear populations are at a healthy level with no marked decline.463 

Unfortunately, to paraphrase Mark Twain, it is too easy for such ENGOs to let the truth 

get in the way of a good story—particularly one that has proven to ring their cash 

registers.   

When the local Inuit of Baffin Island (including Inuit polar bear monitor Leo 

Ikakhik), took offense to Sea Legacy calling the dying bear “the face of climate change” 

Facebook post from Inuit person relating to the “Fake News” about the 
demise of polar bears 

(Inahayaq Moses Totalik, March 19, 2019) 

https://polarbearscience.com/2013/08/11/ian-stirlings-howler-update-contradicted-by-scientific-data/
https://polarbearscience.com/2013/08/11/ian-stirlings-howler-update-contradicted-by-scientific-data/
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(since it was most likely sick, injured or elderly), the eco-bullies were immediately 

released on the locals. Sea Legacy co-founder Cristina Mittermeier told the national 

Canadian radio program As It Happens in an email that, "Inuit people make a lot of 

money from polar bear trophy hunting. Of course it is in their best interest to say that 

polar bears are happy and healthy and that climate change is a joke, because otherwise 

their quota might be reduced."464  

Firstly, no Inuit said climate change was a joke—it is impacting them and their 

culture—and to suggest that they were getting rich on the sport hunting was 

preposterous since it only accounted for about 10 percent of polar bear hunting. Iqaluit 

Mayor Madeleine Redfern called this statement “very racist and factually untrue.” She 

pointed out that while Inuit hunt polar bears, 90 percent of the allowable quota provides 

a nutritious source of food allowing them to carry on a tradition that their culture has 

practiced for millenia. She noted further, where one in four people faces food insecurity, 

one bear can provide 200 kilograms of much-needed meat. For the Inuit, the prospect of 

uninformed southerners denying them access to an abundant and traditional family food 

source is about as direct an attack on their way of life as can be. After all, what could be 

more “soul crushing” to a parent than a starving child? Such ill-informed financial 

criticism is also a case of “the pot calling the kettle black” when it is clear that polar 

bears are the key fundraising source for ENGOs like Sea Legacy. 

“Green” Colonialism Endangers Saami Subsistence in Norway 
 

Until lions have their own historians, the history of the hunt will always glorify the hunter. 
― Chinua Achebe 

In Scandinavia, Saami subsistence revolves around reindeer herding. The Saami 

have become extremely concerned about reckless practices relating to Norway’s 

“green” energy transition (which includes a German-owned wind turbine power project 

on their ancestral lands). This has been a source of enormous distress where research 

demonstrates that such a project may disrupt the migration patterns of the semi-

domesticated herd, “…especially in the winter, when they are often weakened and at 

risk, particularly pregnant mothers and newborn calves.”465 The Saami herders from 

Jillen Njaarke were never meaninfully consulted about whether they wanted the project 

and have sought an injunction to stop it. 

An news article concludes that such “green energy” projects threaten the Saami 

livelihood and way of life in Sweden, Finland, and Russia. The Saami consider these 

kind of projects as “green colonialism” which abet the European history of oppression 

and destruction of their traditional territories. Sadly, while this takes place the vocal Big 

Green environmental movements of Europe remain silent offering, “…implicit support for 

the colonisation of Indigenous people and lands in the name of ‘environmentally friendly’ 
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resource extraction.” Again eco-colonialists abet decision-making on Indigenous 

traditional lands in a manner which harms the Saami peoples. The article authors ask, 

“What kind of humanity are we striving for when the destruction of indigenous cultures 

fuels climate action?” The article authors conclude that: 

We are in a climate and ecological emergency with hugely disproportionate 

effects on Indigenous peoples, Black people and people of colour. If we want to 

enable green ways of living, there is an urgent need for "climate justice" and a 

"just transition." But rather than repeating empty, "green" slogans, we need to 

question what "justice" really means, and whom it currently serves. This 

requires us to listen to those who are most affected and provide active 

support for multi-front anti-colonial struggles. [Emphasis added] 

Indigenous People Need Money and Food Too 

All I’m trying to do is not join my ancestral spirits just yet. 
― Joshua Nkomo 

Many Indigenous people who have not fallen in line with the objective of Big 

Green campaigns in their traditional territories, like the “good little Indians” they are 

expected to be, have felt the sharp eco-colonialist sting. The attitudes of Big Green 

suggest that when it doesn’t suit their ideological purposes and fundraising efforts, 

ancient Indigenous practices are simply “bullshit politically correct attitudes.” The fall 

from being praised as an “eco-warrior” to “sellout” and “denier” can be abrupt—

especially when the blind ideology of the Big Green and its cash machine dictates that 

its causes are more important than the Indigenous people they harm. 

In seeking to have Indigenous people oppose projects, some environmentalists 

are fond of saying that “you can’t eat money.” The irony there is that once a business or 

natural resource project is actually stopped by them, it conveniently puts cash in their 

pockets. For Indigenous people, however, the cold hard reality is that it is impossible to 

survive entirely on a subsistence economy—eco-colonialists should give it a try. Money 

is required in a wage economy to pay for food and other necessities and to provide for 

other opportunities. It is an ironic  example that since Greenpeace killed the opportunity 

for the Inuit to be self-reliant through selling their seal skins, they now have to kill and 

eat more seals, polar bears, and whales. 

When outsiders seek to dictate what Indigenous peoples should and can do in 

their traditional territories, they are seen as meddling eco-colonialists—virtue signaling 

and preaching to people who have been the stewards of the environment for millennia. 

When they impose their views on the world the detriment of Indigenous families and 

communities, there is little difference between them and previous Imperial colonizers. 

Images of priests in residential schools come to mind, where children are starved or 
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beaten for not adhering to the church’s ideological beliefs. Impoverished Indigenous 

people are at a great disadvantage in such eco-wars since they do not have the 

enormous finances that Big Green corrals from powerful foundations and public 

donations. 

Recommendations for Big Green 

The only real mistake is the one from which we learn nothing. 
― John Powell 

It is becoming clearer that Big Green groups are an unelected bureaucracy that 

consult no one and should be held to account for their harmful actions. To Indigenous 

people it is becoming increasingly clearer that they are entities that hide their money-

grubbing motives behind the façade of an altruistic ideology and often behind their 

Indigenous rights agenda. To avoid the abuse and harm that they inflict on Indigenous 

and rural people, and other law-abiding corporations, several steps can be taken. 

Firstly, government legislation and regulations can be passed to ensure that their 

operations are just as transparent as any corporation or government. They should have 

to disclose the sources of their funding and the purpose it was given for, whether the 

funding was provided by foreign foundations and for what purpose, and whether local 

ENGOs are being used as AstroTurf organizations for the ulterior purposes of domestic 

or foreign foundations or ENGOs. It should be examined whether sources of foreign 

funding that is passed through local ENGOs (serving as AstroTurf organizations) should 

be banned when and where they unfairly interfere with Indigenous communities.  

Also, given the enormous damage they often wreak on Indigenous communities 

(and the corporations they work with), directors and officers of ENGOs should be held 

criminally and financially accountable for the exaggerated statements they make and/or 

the actions they take. Also, to avoid pretendians and redwashing ENGOs and protestors 

purporting to represent Indigenous causes, they should be required to disclose their 

ethnicity and the ethnic makeup of their organizations. Eco-terrorism (destroying 

property, spiking trees, creating widow makers, etc.) is a serious violation. It should be 

made into a serious criminal offense punishable by law as innocent lives can be at 

stake, or they can be severely harmed, or property may be damaged from such 

actions.466  

It also appears that some ENGOs think they are above the laws of consultation 

and do not require Indigenous consent when they seek to interfere in resource 

development projects in their traditional territories. ENGOS are outsiders and there is no 

reason that they should be exempt from following the same protocol that is expected of 

corporations. With this in mind it is suggested that ENGOs expecting to conduct 

campaigns, should: 
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 Identify the real elected and hereditary leaders who have authority and request their 

permission prior to entering their traditional territory 

 Educate their members about what the appropriate tribal/community protocols are 

and follow them 

 Not, under any circumstances, seek to interfere in the decision-making process of 

the community/tribe 

 Present information that is credible, is not biased, and provides a balanced view 

 Not engage in hyperbole in seeking to polarize local and public opinion through ad 

hominem (attacking individuals rather than their position), strawman (intentional 

misrepresentation), and red herring (irrelevant information that may provoke 

emotional response), tactics 

 Avoid using paid local protestors to pretend they represent communities and their 

tribes 
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Chapter 12 

Indigenous Relationship to the Environment 

When you show respect for other living things they show respect for us. 
— Arapaho Saying 

There are so many Indigenous groups in the world it would be impossible to 

summarize their differing views on the environment. It may, however, be possible to 

suggest broad themes. While some Indigenous peoples occupied the same lands for 

millennia, others exchanged borders through warfare frequently. Many viewed land as 

being collectively owned and as having deep social and cultural significance. On the 

one hand, the environment and its resources underpinned Indigenous societies 

materially. On the other hand, it was moreover the fundamental basis of their identity, 

social heirarchy, and spirituality. They further saw their existence as an interconnected 

strand in the web of creation, not separate from it. Europeans, conversely, considered 

land as a commodity—a store of wealth that could be individually owned. These 

clashing views led to conflict. 

Existing from a subsistence lifestyle for millennia, Indigenous Peoples were 

constantly reminded that their survival depended on a balanced environment. It was 

understood that the environment was their economy and they were its stewards. There 

was a deep-rooted primal and spiritual connection to their traditional lands—a nexus 

etched profoundly into their social DNA. This view was puzzling to Europeans, who 

were more mobile in where they lived (and whom they lived with), valuing land and 

resources primarily from a material perspective. In relation to the Indigenous people of 

the Pacific Northwest (who lived in long-established communities), Professor Paul 

Tennant observed that today the population still holds a powerful emotional attachment 

to ancestral community, tribal group and territory that is fundamental to their identity. He 

noted further that this attachment is, “….largely invisible to non-Indians, whose 

immigrant-derived society and culture are based upon exodus from established and 

upon individual rather than collective values.467 [Emphasis added] 

The author was reminded of this connection from a time spent as a lawyer 

representing the Dene communities in the Northwest Territories. At an inquiry into a 

proposed diamond mine, a wizened old Dogrib elder asked a scientist (through a 

translator), “What are you going to do with those shiny rocks [diamonds]? You can’t eat 

or drink them. They won’t provide you with tools or clothes to keep you warm [like 

caribou can].” From her century of experience of living off the land she understood in 

the deepest reaches of her psyche, that the environment and its resources were her 

economy. Having existed on the outskirts of modern civilization for most of her life, she 

simply could not understand how shiny rocks could be of practical value to anyone. But 
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the elder was to learn that they would be of great value in a modern economy. It turned 

out that the diamond mine had manageable environmental impacts providing substantial 

employment, revenue, and business opportunties where such prospects are very limited 

for northern Indigenous people.468  

Concern for the environment, however, is simply one aspect of a much larger 

Indigenous worldview. This attitude was considered necessary to develop their arts, 

culture, spiritual practices, to create wealth, and to establish their power. Like other 

peoples on the planet they too had to survive in harsh conditions. Survival meant 

making life-and-death, cost-benefit, calculations about acquiring food resources. The 

notion that “sacredness” factored into everday decisions is myth of western 

progressives. When everything is sacred as is claimed by eco-colonialists and eco-

warriors, nothing is sacred. There are times that Indigenous people do feel strongly are 

sacred moments or rituals, but this notion is sadly misused by the high priests of Big 

Green ideology who apply it to serve their interests. It is clear from early forms of 

economic development—such as the fur trade—that Indigenous people were not 

passive objects of exploitation, but often aggressive partners in mutually beneficial 

commercial relationships. One would expect nothing less of the resourceful and resilient 

Indigenous pioneers. They were supremely practical and prepared, within their 

technological means and reason, to directly exploit the environment’s rich resources to 

better their lives.  

Closer examination reveals that the Indigenous “environment-only-focused 

stereotypes” are not supported by the evidence. Indigenous people impacted the 

environment in ways that greatly affected it. As a study by the University College of 

London concluded, the pandemic-driven depopulation of the Americas precipitated the 

“Little Ice Age” of the 17th century. This allowed 216,217 square miles of land 

abandoned from agriculture to be regrown. The reality of the Indigenous scale of impact 

defies and is in strak contrast to the romanticized ideal of the “Noble Savage, who 

purportedly had no footprint on the environment.” According to this archaic narrative, 

Indigenous ancestors were inferior and innocuous simpletons who spent all of their time 

in the defense of the environment while idling away hours in feckless cultural activities. 

They were portrayed as, “…ignorant and simple-minded…uncorrupted by any of the 

moral failings of modern civilization …possessing an innate wisdom and connection to 

nature...[a] desirable [life] because of its simplicity but pitiable for its backwardness…a 

stereotype having its origins in European Imperialism.”469 [Emphasis added]  

According to professor Shepard Kretch III, the Noble Savage became the Crying 

Indian in modern times—another stereotype promoted through the 1971 campaign, 

Keep America Beautiful, Inc. In lts promotional poster an actor who called himself Iron 

Eyes Cody, would gaze at you with a tear filled eye, riveting viewers to the simple 

message: “Pollution: it’s a crying shame. People start pollution. People can stop it.” This 

https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Imperialism


154 

brilliant fabrication of the New York advertising industry received over fifteen billion 

people-impressions! For many, it had become the quintessential symbol of 

environmental idealism, helping to cement in the public mind the belief that Indigenous 

people were environmental guardians only—reinforcing the stereotype that they lived, 

“…innocent, naked lives in a golden world of nature.”470   

It turned out that the Crying Indian campaign was as much a crying fraud as the 

stereotype it projected. Iron Eyes Cody was not Cherokee-Cree as claimed, but a 

pretendian born to Sicilian immigrants in Lousiana in 1904 as Espera Oscar de Corti 

(who typically played the “Indian” in Hollywood movies). If that wasn’t bad enough, the 

campaign’s impact hinged on (culturally appropriating) the perceived environmental 

credibility of Indigenous people and the seemingly emotional genuineness of the Crying 

Indian’s tear. Furthermore, the campaign backers were major beverage and packaging 

corporations who were actually opposed to many environmental initiatives. They 

created the campaign to primarily deflect green responsibility away from them and onto 

individuals. 

The stereotype appears to have become popular because it arose during a 

period of social upheaval and growing 

environmental awareness. At the same time, 

American Indians where happy to embrace a more 

positive image than the blood thirsty “savage” of 

Hollywood movies—even if it was with another 

invented stereotype. Such a caricature, however, 

requires one to ignore reality of life before contact. 

Many Indigenous people were aggressive and 

extremely warlike, fighting over lands and 

resources, hunting grounds, trade routes, to 

avenge insults, and to expand their power base.  

Defining Indigenous people only from a 

narrow eco-frozen-in-time perspective requires one 

to believe that Indigenous people were incapable of evolving as master adapters. As 

well, besides being misleading, such oversimplified images dehumanize Indigenous 

people as being so undeveloped that they had no impact on the environment and, 

therefore, had no culture. In other words, it promotes a view that ignores the very 

existence of Indigenous cultures and the enormous diversity among them—deflecting a 

real inquiry into the actual relationship of Indigenous people with the environment. 

Writer Baz Edmeades summarized the issue as: 

Various formulations of this mythology have become encoded in public land 

acknowledgments, college courses, and even journalism. The overall theme is 

(Source: Internet) 
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that Indigenous peoples traditionally lived their lives in harmony with the land and 

its creatures, and so their land-use demands transcend the realm of politics, and 

represent quasi-oracular revealed truths. As has been pointed out by others, this 

mythology now has a severe, and likely negative, distorting effect on public 

policy, one that hurts Indigenous peoples themselves.471 

Particularly, such simple-minded caricatures promoted in progressive circles 

require overlooking those Indigenous people who carried out practices that were not 

environmental. For example, many used destructive fire intensively to modify the 

environment. On the eastern seaboard this was so common that in 1632 a Dutch 

mariner wrote that the smoke could be smelled (from purposely set fires) long before 

land could be seen472—strategically burning lands for an array of purposes473 As well, 

early Indigenous hunters were responsible for the extinctions of many large animals at 

the end of the Pleistocene in North America. Pacific Indigenous people also 

exterminated thousands of species of birds (well before European arrival).474 Some 

scholars also point to the Indigenous impact on the white-tailed deer, beaver, mink, otter 

and other species that were almost hunted to extinction at various times. It might also 

surprise some that advanced Indigenous civilizations such as the Mayan, Nasca, and 

the forgotten people of the Amazon basin committed catastrophic environmental 

degradation despite the fact they appeared to know better.  

While the Mayan civilization consisted of a group of warring city-states, it turns 

out their demise was not primarily from internal strife. Recent research from Arizona 

State and Columbia Universities suggests that the society crumbled because of 

widespread deforestation, severe drought,475 and possibly severe cyclones476. On the 

one hand, the Mayans burned and chopped down whole forests to clear land for 

agriculture. On the other hand, their elaborate architecture—with edifices made from 

massive building blocks of limestone—required enormous amounts of wood to fuel the 

fires to cook the lime plaster (used to decorate their ornate structures), and lime mortar 

necessary to hold them together.477 Experts estimate it would have taken 20 trees to 

produce a single square meter of typical Mayan cityscape.478 Since cleared land does 

not absorb as much solar radiation as forested land, less water evaporates from its 

surface. This leads to reduced cloud formation and rainfall—hastening the 

desertification of the land. Deforested land, in turn, accelerates soil erosion and 

depletion. What is particularly puzzling about the collapse is that it occurred at a time 

when they had a sophisticated understanding of their environment but they, “…still 

continued deforesting at a rapid pace, until the local environment was unable to 

sustain their society.479 [Emphasis added] 

Similarly, the Nasca (sometimes spelled Nazca) are another example of an 

advanced Indigenous civilization whose poor environmental stewardship led to their 

demise. They were an enigmatic society that lived in the valleys of south coastal Peru. 



156 

They are best known for leaving behind large geoglyphs called Nasca lines carved into 

the surface of the vast, empty desert plain lying between the Peruvian towns of Nasca 

and Palpa (which scholars now believe, among other theories, were sacred pathways 

that they followed during ancient rituals). They mysteriously disappeared around 1500 

years ago after a bloody resource war—apparently collapsing around 500 C.E.480 A 

scientific study has found that they too caused their own downfall by clear-cutting huge 

tracts of forest containing the huarango tree (which was crucial to maintaining the soil’s 

fertility and moisture). These were replaced with crops such as cotton and maize. The 

deforestation reached a tipping point irreversibly damaging the arid ecosystem. 

Subsequent floods, triggered from what was likely a major El Nino event, further 

destroyed the delicate desert ecology.481 

It is common to hear of the Amazon rainforest referred to as being pristine—the 

environment was thought to be too challenging for large scale Indigenous habitation. 

However, it was recently discovered that an ancient forgotten civilization had developed 

massive pyramids and city structures similar to the Maya at least 2500 years ago.482 

There were extensive riverbank cities (with dense urban centers) of 10,000 inhabitants 

or more.483 These developments are leading to speculation that at its height, the 

region’s population may have reached, by one estimate; a high of 50 million (though 

there seems to be broader agreement there was at least 6 million).484 This is yet 

another example of how intrusive Indigenous activity harmfully impacted the rainforest 

by clearcutting for cities. On the other hand, their terra preta enrichment of soilsxxviii and 

the sheer resilience of the tropical rainforest has caused it to regrow to such an extent 

that it was assumed to be the original forest. Agriculturalists have discovered that such 

soil enrichment may cover an area estimated to be at least 150,000 square kilometers.  

Throughout history Indigenous views of the environment were also in a state of 

evolution. Upon contact, Indigenous people realized that European trade goods and 

technology were conveniences that made life better and adapted their lifestyle to them. 

In North America, when opportunities presented themselves, Indigenous people leapt at 

the opportunity for trade with Europeans; were prepared to harvest and trade all the furs 

the market would bear; provided services to the gold rush; engaged in profit-making 

agriculture, and; utilized guns, horses and other European technology. It also became 

apparent that the new economic system—where the primary form of exchange became 

money—would permanently alter their way of life. One writer suggests, that a tipping 

point was reached once the demand for natural resources exceeded the supply of basic 

goods such that, “…ethics (on the individual level) and politics (on the societal level) 

enter the picture…[so that] we can never return completely to Indigenous ways, 

even if we wanted to, because the supply from finite nature can never keep up again 

with the demand by the always increasing population.”485 [Emphasis added] 

                                                           
xxviii

 Very dark, man-made, nutritionally dense soil—2 to 3 times the nutrient content.  

https://www.livescience.com/history/080131-iron-peru.html
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It is easier to be in harmony with nature when small populations are surrounded 

by vast resources. At the time of contact, Indigenous people likely represented over 25 

percent of the world population—today they represent .047 percent. In 1492 the world 

population was estimated to be around 400 million while today it is approaching 8 

billion. The survival of such an enormous population requires intensive levels of 

industrial food production. Unless there is worldwide depopulation on the scale of the 

post-Columbian pandemic of the Indigenous people of the Americas, there is no going 

back. Given the population increase and the loss of traditional food sources and 

subsistence skills, it is also likely impossible for most, but the most remote Indigenous 

populations, to sustain themselves from the environment as previously. In addition, 

there also has been the westernization of Indigenous populations resulting in their 

traditional values being blended with European values. Today Indigenous people are 

just as hooked on the technology and conveniences of the connected world, aspiring to 

the same standards of living as everyone else. 

Notwithstanding this, many Indigenous people are still coming to terms with past 

views about the environment and their survival in a modern cash economy—the crux of 

a dilemma for many. Some harken for older times when there was a sparse population 

that could survive from subsistence living while others want balanced development as 

apath out of poverty. Those seeking empowerment, beyond total government 

dependency, point out that Indigenous people were by no means one-trick ponies solely 

focused on the environment to the exclusion of all else—they survived by adapting to 

and using the lands and resources and have to do so in a modern context. Like it or not 

everyone has to survive in a modern cash economy (requiring sustainable alternatives 

to government reliance). This does not mean the environment should be ruthlessly 

exploited. It means that there should be a balance—the kind of balance that the Dene 

elder came to accept with the diamond mine in northern Canada. This can be done in a 

way that not only provides for Indigenous survival and prosperity, but minimizes the 

environmental impact of development. 

The Phenomenon of Eco-Warriors 

Any war that requires the suspension of reason as a necessity for support is a bad war. 
— Norman Mailer 

For educational, employment, and economic opportunities, the Indigenous 

population has moved from reserves to urban areas. In the United States, the 2010 

Census indicated the percentage had grown to 71%486 and in Canada it is over 50%. 

This has resulted in many disaffected youth being separated (often for generations) 

from their communities, culture, and traditional territories. Disconnected for so long, 

many have lost touch with their real culture and are seduced into thinking that the Noble 

Savage or Crying Indian actually represents the worldview of their ancestors. Big Green 
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encourages such misleading distortions because naïve young people can be duped into 

serving their purposes—as shills for their ideological and financially-driven campaigns. 

In effect, they function as the “useful idiots” of eco-colonialists and provide Big Green 

with the media bait to project the disingenuous images of massive Indigenous 

opposition to topics of their choosing. 

That is not to say that all Indigenous youth are the suckers of Big Green. Many 

have real concerns about the environment but often only recieve the self-serving 

information eco-colonialists provide. They can become part of the often radical 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous environmental protestors, referred to here as Eco-

Warriors. Eco-warriors pursue the cause with the zeal of the recently converted—often 

buying into the romanticized Crying Indian stereotype. This group is also comprised of 

the less sincere Indigenous people hired to play the Crying Indian as part of the 

theatrics of Big Green’s rent-a-crowd protests. They are typically used by ENGOs or 

their associated astroturf organizations to create the false impression of Indigenous 

support (where apparently the daily going rate is $150-$200). 487 Others have openly 

admited they are being paid by ENGOs to light up social media and to oppose any and 

all development. 488 In one case it was revealed that a Chief was secretly paid $55,000 

by the left-wing lobby group, Tides Foundation from San Francisco, to be a prop to sit 

beside renowned folk singer Neil Young at an anti-energy industry concert.489  

Former Chief and member of the Simpcw Nation, Keith Matthew, had this advice 

for eco-warriors suggesting that, “…urban indigenous youth organizing protests are lost 

and searching for something to do and they turn to protests not understanding that 

us living on the Rez in rural communities need the resource sector for our 

livelihoods…[suggesting that they] go home and find out who you 

are.”490 [Emphasis added] The twisted logic of eco-warriors 

(engaged in eco-bullying), suggest that by providing for your 

Indigenous family you are a sell out. 

Chad Day is well-educated Indigenous leader (President of 

the Tahltan Central Government) in northern British Columbia. In 

2020 he decided to check out a pipeline protest where activists 

shut down the provincial legislature for a period of 8 days. He has 

a law degree, studied Political Science and Native Studies, and his 

wife is Wet’suweten (the traditional territory where the pipeline 

would intersect). Not only was he appalled by, “their garbage, dirty 

clothes, dishes, tents, fires and displays,” he was literally accosted 

by a group uninformed eco-warriors who sought to school him on the “Wet’suwet’en 

Indigenous issue.”491 He was confronted by a young lady in her early 20s who purposely 

walked in front of him to block his path (literally unable to recognize a real Indigenous 

leader). Mr. Day recalled the conversation as follows: 

Chad Day, President of 
Tahltan Tribal Council 
(Provided upon request) 
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Her: Are you here in solidarity with us and the Wet'suwet'en? 

Day: Which portion of the Wet'suwet'en are you talking about exactly? 

[there are many different groups] 

Her: If you want to be educated on the issues, you should come back 

tomorrow during the resistance rallies. 

Day: I think I understand the issues. I was just wondering which 

Wet'suwet'en people or individuals you were speaking about specifically? 

Her: If you're not standing with us and part of the resistance, you need to 

leave. Only warriors willing to rise are welcome here. 

[Two guys with their lower faces covered in bandanas then gather around 

her] 

Day: The resistance? Are we in a Star Wars movie? Come on you guys, 

anyone here pretending to know the collective opinion of the Wet'suwet'en 

Nation is being rather naive. Give them some time to deal with their own 

laws and issues. You are not helping anything. 

Bandana Warrior: Maybe you should educate yourself about the Royal 

Proclamation and indigenous issues. 

Other Bandana Warrior: You need to leave now. I suggest you read some 

books and educate yourself. You clearly know nothing. 

The eco-warriors had their ideological speaking points but were obviously 

completely ignorant about the Indigenous people they were purportedly protesting for. 

Mr. Day noted further that they did not represent all Indigenous people and were, 

“…absolutely disgraceful and embarrassing…on so many levels…[They need some] 

strong female Wet'suwet'en Elders to put a verbal whipping and knowledge session on 

[them].”492 He noted further that the, “whole process [eco-warriors pretending to speak 

for Indigenous people] was getting out of hand by non-Wet’suwet’en people…I find this 

ironic that this happens with [some Indigenous] youth…there is a lot of trauma and we 

have to take responsibility now for our own futures…we are otherwise spinning our 

wheels…we need to see our people prosper.”493 

On the same issue, Robert Skin, an elected councillor for the Skin Tyee Nation, 

said the eco-warriors from his nation, “…get one side of the story, and they want to 

stand up with their fists in the air. Come and listen to us. Get both sides of the story 

before you go out and stop traffic and stop the rail line. All you’re doing is alienating 
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people who are trying to put a roof over their children’s heads and food on their 

table.” 494 [Emphasis added] Indigenous speaker Marion Tiljoe Shepherd asked the eco-

warriors and eco-colonialists, “Who do you think you are? I didn’t ask you for help. I can 

speak for myself…because…[of your actions] we’re ostracized [in our community] just 

because we want to work.” 

In the same dispute, a highly respected hereditary Chief and elder of the Nadleh 

Whut’en First Nation Chunih (Chief Martin Louie) was rudely treated by such ignorant 

eco-warriors. He is a staunch environmentalist who is 

credited for largely stopping a crude oil pipeline in the 

same area. He thought it would be helpful to speak to the 

hereditary leaders of the Wet’suwet’en by using a 

traditional face-to-face approach. Upon arriving at the 

blockade site he found that the gatekeepers were “white 

hippies” who would not let him enter. In the name of 

Indigenous rights they were preventing a hereditary Chief 

from speaking to other Wet’suwet’en hereditary Chiefs—

effectively demonstrating who was really in charge of the 

supposed “Indigenous protest.” Unfortunately, it was also 

reported that the eco-warriors had set various kinds of 

lethal traps along the route into the protest site such as 

widowmakers (trees cut so that they could fall on vehicles 

and people) and tire bombs.495  

Another articulate response to eco-warriors comes from Indigneous social media 

commentator Wun Feather.496 He questions those “…left leaning, Liberal, social Justice 

Warriors” who have bought into the Crying Indian misrepresentation suggesting that 

they imagine “real” Indian men to be completely naked (except for a loincloth), riding a 

magnificent stallion on the plains, long hair blowing in the wind, while pursuing a buffalo 

for dinner. He asks if Indigenous people who do not ride horses, or chase buffalo (or eat 

meat for that matter) are still "real" Indigenous people. Are those who buy their 

groceries at Sobeys and stop at Starbucks for a Latte authentic? Are you no longer 

Indigenous if you want to work for a living, or strive to become educated (and learn a 

skillset or a trade), or would like a paycheck every two weeks to provide for loved ones? 

He concludes, “We want to be gainfully employed in whatever sector we choose, 

without the impediments of these ‘Do-Gooder’ Social Justice Warriors standing in 

our way…What the protesters are not understanding is that while they get to grab a 

nice Latte on their way to work on the protest line, many of my people do not even 

have five bucks in their pockets to spend on a latte. [Emphasis added]497 

Following the pattern that Big Green uses to cower public opposition into silence, 

eco-warriors label those who have made the tough decisions to support balanced 

Chief Martin Louie (Chunih) 
(Provided upon request) 
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development as “sellouts” and “deniers.” To their reserve-bound cousins, however, eco-

warriors are the sellouts for supporting and encouraging a manufactured, and eco-

colonialist-sponsored stereotype. In doing this, they are not just unwittingly promoting a 

fake version of Indigenous environmentalism, but they are selling out their rural 

counterparts by denying them the potential economic benefits that they themselves left 

their communities to pursue in cities. 

From these examples, emerges the common tactic of Big Green—creating the 

impression of legitimate grassroots Indigenous support for a protest without pesky 

Indigenous people having any real input. It serves their purpose to promote the Crying 

Indian stereotype to create the perception that Indigenous people oppose all 

development. While some eco-warriors are sincere, others are prepared to collect a 

paycheque to act as puppets and props in Big Greens’ environmental theatre. Luring 

Indigenous people to their cause de jour redwashes and legitimizes their larger neo-

socialist message while lending moral status and legal standing to block development. 

This scheme allows eco-colonialists to be gatekeepers to protest sites, controlling the 

media message and, if they can generate enough hooplah, raise serious cash for the 

whites running the ENGOs.  

It is often glibly suggested that Indigenous people should develop “green 

businesses” such as those in eco-tourism. While there is no question these may be 

desirable, rural Indigenous people ask, “where are these opportunities?” The gulf 

between green hyperbole and the community reality (where there is often 90 percent 

unemployment), is substantial. Often the only green employment available is for those 

secretly on the payroll of ENGOs hired to play the role of professional protestor—

seeking to stop the very development that may actually provide their community 

members with real long-term employment. The fact of the matter is that most 

Indigenous people are inherently inclined to protect the environment, and do not need 

the purposely exaggerated and misleading eco-colonialist ideology “shoved down their 

throats” for the sake of generating cash for them. 

Historically, Indigenous people, like every other organism on the planet, had to 

eke out survival in a harsh environment where enemies took many forms. For some, it is 

an inconvenient truth that ancient Indigenous existence does not fit the misleading 

narrative of the Crying Indian. For example, it is unlikely that the average Inuit or Cree 

hunter spent their time pondering the protection of the environment when they had to 

use it to survive. Animals were hunted for food and fur—period. The Inuit hunted seals, 

whales and polar bears for food and clothing (and they still do). It is an ironic twist of 

21st century do-gooder logic that ENGOs have stopped or are seeking to stop such 

traditional practices (portraying them as barbaric and unecessary) when such activities 

are at the heart of Indigenous culture, identity, and are still needed for sustenance. The 

reality is that the disingenuous Crying Indian would not do what real Indigenous people 
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have to do now in order to survive—being an protestor will not provide for a family. The 

message to eco-warriors is that you cannot just stand against everything to suit the 

talking points of city-based eco-colonialists for a small pay cheque. You have to stand 

for something that moves Indigenous people forward. 

In this real struggle, the last thing Indigenous people need to be concerning 

themselves with is misinformation spread by Big Green seeking to create parks in their 

traditional territories to suit their bottom line. They also do not need harmful interference 

from eco-warriors who parrot manufactured views of Indigenous environmentalism 

handed down from European imperialism. While it may suit the goals of powerful 

American foundations and Big Green for Indigenous people to remain as “museum 

Indians”—i.e., to be viewed only in their contrived frozen-in-time state—those alive 

today need to survive in a competitive economy. To do so Indigenous people must 

strike a judicious balance seeking to avoid debt slavery while being able to pay grocery 

and power bills. 
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The koru (Māori for “loop or coil”) symbolizes new life, growth, and progress. Its 

circular shape expresses the notion of perpetual movement that returns to its point of 

origin. In the context of this discussion, another perspective is that everything grows, 

progresses and develops forward and outward from this unique and ancient centre. 

Their worldviews—including their views about relationships between people, things, the 

environment, and the cosmos—emanate from this key place in time.  

This is why Indigenous Peoples are deeply insulted by the hubris of the self-

righteous green political movement—whose origin is less than a century old while 

Indigenous environmental stewardship stretches beyond the Ice Age. It is difficult not to 

be flabbergasted by their naked gall.  Once again the arrogant newcomers seek to 

overide holistic views of peoples that have evolved over millennia. Like earlier European 

colonizers (in search of gold, glory, and god) they are blinded by their financially self-

serving motivations, and ideological zeal. 

Eco-Colonialism and Eco-Bullying are real. Promoting disingenuous stereotypes 

such as the Noble Savage and the Crying Indian serves no Indigenous purpose. 

Employing pretendians and eco-warriors (fake Chiefs or community representatives to 

act as puppets and props) to project Indigenous support for cash-driven campaigns is 

wrong and abusive. Coopting the Indigenous rights agenda to redwash their 

organizations to mislead the public is immoral. There is no other word for tactics that 

create unwarranted fears of threats to the environment, the purposeful manipulation and 

creation of destructive divisions between families and communities, and the interference 

with Indigenous traditional cultural and political practices, but colonization.  

In their own traditional territories, the opinions of the local Indigenous Peoples—

not oustiders—should be a priority for government about what is acceptable 

development. In the Maori language mana motuhake translates to mean self-

determination. When eco-colonialists interfere with their self-determination, Indigenous 

Peoples of the world would tell them that they are just as unwelcome as the first 

European colonizers who shattered their societies. 
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Part 4 

TAKING INDIGENOUS POWER 
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Images of Hayetsk 
(The Copper)  

Ts’msyen Artist Bill Helin 

In the Ts’msyen culture, as with other cultures of the Pacific Northwest, the hayetsk is a 
symbol of wealth, authority, cultural nourishment, tradition, prestige, honour, and spiritual 

and actual power. It was integral to the potlatch economy where economic transactions 
were recorded through their oral traditions and served to document some of the most 

important transactions engaged in by its owners. The hayetsk was an important item that 
was typically valued at its last purchase price. If a new purchaser invested more property in 
it than the previous owner, he could enhance his status. Sometimes a Chief would break up 

a copper (damaging the integrity of its design) and offer it to a rival. If the rival did not match 
or exceed what was done he suffered great humiliation. To trump all rivals a Chief might 
simply have a copper thrown into the sea. Amongst the Ts’msyen, the tribe of a deceased 

Chief might buy a very expensive hayetsk, break it up, and distribute it to other Chiefs as his 
“bones.” 
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Chapter 13 

The Power in Economic Self-Sufficiency 

Whoever controls the money controls you. 
— Sharon Law Tucker 

This chapter will examine the impacts of the reservation socialist economic 

model in Canada and the United States. In this system the federal government—

through its control of community purse strings—runs every aspect of life on 

reservations. If measured by the apathy created and lack of constructive results, it is an 

example of socialism at its very worst. Being exiled into an artificial socialist bubble has 

deeply impacted Indigenous attitudes and perceptions. As it has in other socialist 

countries, such a system is only successful in delivering illiteracy, substance abuse, 

frustration and abject poverty. Combined, these factors have become a barrier to 

moving from poverty to power. 

Many Indigenous people question why they seem to consistently draw the short 

straws in life. To those looking in, receiving “free” substandard services may look 

beneficial, but perceptions can be deceptive. When the government controls the purse 

strings of a community, it takes control of and responsibility away from its people. This 

system has socialized Indigenous people into a dependency mindset so that few 

children have the parental role models to show them a way of life that can lead to 

economic independence. In this setting, the basic wants (housing, education, etc.) that 

everyone else struggles to provide for themselves, are supplied through an archaic 

government bureaucracy. Instead, Indigenous children are taught by example that 

survival is tied to the government, and not from acquiring an education for themselves 

to allow them to earn a decent income and save for a better life. While the present 

reserve culture breeds financial illiteracy, many parents do not promote the value of 

education. 

To achieve the power and diginity of self-sufficiency, Indigenous people have to 

learn to value education (to be discussed later on). They must also understand how the 

economic system works, and how reserve economics differs from the mainstream. The 

power of Indigenous societies will ultimately flow from the economic development that is 

built upon a foundation of governance and education. In a world where money is power, 

the question of self-sufficiency or self-reliance is inevitably intertwined with economics. 

Understanding this relationship is critical for Indigenous people intent on taking back 

their long-untapped power and establishing self-determination. (To make their lives 

better, Indigenous Peoples will have to use whatever intellectual and material assets 

they enjoy to acquire what they need.) In the commercial sense, they need economic 

intelligence—the ability to identify, develop and astutely manage finances and economic 
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opportunities. This can include financial literacy, economic awareness of opportunties, 

and knowledge of how to develop them effectively. It can also encompass applying this 

knowledge to solve problems, and manage economics for either personal or communal 

good. Without this understanding, the governments and their bureaucracies who hold 

the purse strings for reservations will continue to control Indigenous lives.  

Need for Economic Intelligence Mindset 

When there is not a vision, the people perish. 
— Proverbs 29:18 

In Canada and the United States, the reserve-based economic dependency trap 

is an archaic form of socialism—a hangover from colonial paternalism. The federal 

government provides and controls everything on reservations, and Indigenous 

communities end up looking like third world communities in first world countries. It is a 

government-imposed system that excludes Indigenous people from the mainstream 

economy. In doing this it maroons them in the twilight zone of dysfunction and poverty. 

Almost every aspect of life on reserves is tightly controlled by federal government 

bureaucracies. For this reason America’s Indigenous people jokingly refer to the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs (BIA) as the branch for, “Bossing Indians Around.” In Canada, an 

equivalent acronym for Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) might be, 

“Indians Not Allowed Capacity.”xxix Young people today who may romanticize socialism 

should try living in such conditions to see if their ideology survives. 

In a written piece about Indian reservations in the United States, Russian Andrei 

Znamenski called reservations a, “Socialist Archipelago.” He suggests imagining a 

country that has a corrupt authoritarian government where: property is not recognized, 

and land cannot be bought and sold; where businesses are reluctant to bring 

investments; where the only jobs usually are in the public sector (and those who do not 

have jobs subsist on entitlements providing for basic food), and; where free health care 

and education is available. He was, “….stunned by the contrast between the human 

landscapes outside of Indian reservations and those within… [reminding him] of the 

countryside in Russia…the same bumpy and poorly maintained roads, worn-out shacks, 

rotting fences, furniture, and car carcasses, the same grim suspicious looks directed at 

an intruder, and frequently intoxicated individuals hanging around. [In 2012 over 30 

percent of all deaths in Russia were attributed to alcohol.]”498 Yet (even though there 

are some very successful and conscientious Indigenous community governments) this 

is the undeniable reality for America’s poorest one percent.  

                                                           
xxix

 In the United States the BIA and Bureau of Indian Education together have a budget of $3 billion per year and 
an administration of 9000 employees—1 bureaucrat for every 111 Indians it turns out. Source: Naomi Schaefer 
Riley, Indian Reservations: Examples of Failed Socialism, RePrager University. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1849090971893478. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1849090971893478
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While opportunities have been lost for lack of economic intelligencexxx, there are 

other structural and cultural barriers. According to Manny Jules, a former chief of the 

Kamloops Indian band in British Columbia, “Markets have not been allowed to operate 

on reserve lands. We have been legislated out of the economy. When you do not have 

individual property rights, you can not build, you cannot be bonded, you cannot pass on 

wealth. A lot of small businesses never get started because people cannot leverage 

property [to raise funds].” Unfortunately, reservations developed an economic 

dependency culture. Bill Yellowtail, a former Crow official (and former Montana state 

senator) said, “Our people do not understand business. After 10 or 15 generations of 

not being involved..they have lost their feel for it.” He went on to note that, “Capitalism is 

considered a threat to our identity, our traditions. Successful entrepreneurs are 

considered sell-outs, they are ostracized.” He advises further that, “We have to 

promote the dignity of self-sufficiency among Indians. Instead we have a culture of 

malaise: ‘The tribe will take care of us.’ We accept the myth of communalism. And we 

don’t value education.” [Emphasis added]499 

There are some surprising parallels to the continuing slavery mindset of African 

Americans. Author, Dr. Rosie Milligan, commented that, “Before we used to sing 

ourselves to freedom; today we’re singing ourselves to slavery and still singing in 

bondage.”500 She criticized organizations for focussing on meetings, giving awards, 

etc.—activities that have some value, but do not really strike at the core for how to move 

Blacks forward. To grasp real power, she suggests economic progress and 

development is critical.  

In a documentary about basketball legend Magic Johnson, Shaq O’Neal—one of 

the most dominant players in NBA history—was interviewed. He was asked what he 

learned from Magic Johnson. Shaq said that beyond sport, Magic was a great 

businessman. He taught him that, “you have to own stuff.” In effect, he learned that to 

have control over your life, you have to control your economic future. The way you do 

this by owning revenue producing assets (“stuff”) so you don’t end up penniless (and 

powerless)—a situation common with many retiring professional athletes.  

A car on blocks with its wheels off the ground goes nowhere. No matter how 

much the engine is revved, the wheels just spin. This is the current vehicle of 

Indigenous “progress.” Without real economic traction, its passengers remain trapped in 

destitution. Currently, this system entangles them in a game of pretend government and 

power. In this game, the engine revs and spews a lot of smoke, yet the lives of ordinary 

people go nowhere and it never changes. As a colourful Indigenous leader from British 

                                                           
xxx

 In this situation, economic intelligence is used in the sense of emotional intelligence and refers to the ability to 
identify and astutely manage one’s economics (including business and economic development). This can include 
economic awareness of opportunties and knowledge of how to develop them. It can also encompass applying this 
knowledge to solve problems, and managing  economics for the greater personal or communal good. 
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Columbia once said, it remains an echo chamber where Indigenous people continue to, 

“wallow in the puke of their own suffering.” 

In an online post Michaela Lorei (a member of a southern Calfornia tribe)—

paraphrasing Indigenous activist Russell Means—said that, “If you want to see an 

example of failed socialism, go to an Indian reservation.”501 She suggested that the third 

world living conditions are a product of a lifestyle dependent on government 

appropriations. This system creates a dependent society while usurping individual 

choices and control. She notes further that this has also, “…created addiction to the 

federal wallet…[and that] waiting on the whims of appropriations from Congress is killing 

us.” This system, she maintains, has not solved persistent poverty relating to basic 

needs (running water, electricity, sewage, quality healthcare and education). 

Government money and programs will never replace the self-determination and self-

reliance needed to fix such problems. Instead she notes that this requires, 

“independence in every way of life”—particualrly, entrepreneurship to generate own-

source revenue. She asks if there is pride or culture in letting the government, “take 

care of us day-to-day…is that how we were before the whiteman came to our lands, is 

that how we should be now?”  

Today most Indigenous leaders clearly recognize economic development is a 

prerequisite to power. Canadian Cree leader Billy Diamond was convinced that 

development, not high falutin government accords, was key to their future. His vision 

has been borne out in the significant advancements of the Quebec Cree. Similarly, the 

goal of Chief Clarence Louie of the Osoyoos Indian Band in British Columbia was to 

wean his community off government dependence through business. He said, “We can’t 

depend on land claims or treaty settlements. Money doesn’t fall out of the sky; it comes 

from business.”502  

A New Zealand research report came to the same conclusion. It determined that 

Māori well-being requires business and asset development, employment opportunities, 

and wealth creation. This entails incorporating social, cultural and economic priorities 

developed at the whānau (family), hapū (subtribe) and iwi (tribal) levels.503 Māori 

professor Annemarie Gillies argues that the collective mindset requires changing, to be 

like the mangōpare (hammerhead shark). This means being aggressive (but not 

hostile); protective, assertive and positive; forthright and fearless, and; confident and 

capable. She counseled further that a concerted collective effort was required to ensure 

the mokopuna (grandchildren) are left in a strong and powerful position of cultural 

competence, that they be socially connected, and economically intelligent.504 The Māori 

are said to have always aspired to do better economically—being the key reason their 

ancestors migrated to Aoteoroa (New Zealand) for a better life around 700 hundred 

years ago. Peter Winsley writes, “Their culture rapidly adapted to new technological and 

institutional opportunities and circumstances. From earliest European contact Māori 
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sought trade, technology and new institutions to deliver higher incomes, net 

worth and economic self-determination at the individual and whanau [family] 

level.”505 (Emphasis added) 

In the modern world, education, preservation of culture and language, and the 

ability to have basic control over your destiny requires money. On the one hand, money 

is not everything and should not be life’s sole focus. On the other hand, if you want a 

measure of control over your life, it is critical. In a world where there is much truth to the 

maxim, “he who has the gold makes the rules,” money is undeniably necessary. It is key 

for Indigenous people to control their own “gold” to be able to make their own rules. 

With economic independence comes the ability to determine one’s future according to 

one’s needs—just as ancestral Indigenous trading dynasties had to do. 

Tribute System and Modern Debt Traps 

So we make this big loan [to third-world countries], most of it comes back to the United States, the country is left 
with the debt plus lots of interest, and they basically become our servants, our slaves. 

— John Perkins 

In the midst of the Chinese Communist Revolution (1945-1952), Mao Zedong is 

said to have quipped that, “power grows from the barrel of a gun.” However, the reality 

in a peaceful world is that power grows from having financial resources and assets 

where the “gun” is the threat of debt slavery. This principle was clearly understood by 

various ethnic groups who have economically colonized parts of the globe for centuries. 

For example, in the early 1400s the purpose of the “treasure ships” of Ming emperor, 

Zhu Di, was to intimidate world nations into becoming subservient members of China’s 

tribute system506. This was a situation where, “Rulers paid tribute to China in return for 

trading privileges and protection against their enemies, but China always gave its 

trading partners a greater value of goods—silks and porcelain at discounted prices often 

funded by soft loans—than was received from them. They were thus in perpetual debt 

to China.”507 [Emphasis added] Today, the cashed-up modern China is still engaged in 

a contemporary tribute system based on debt. Apparently between 2000 and 2017, the 

world’s debt obligations to China rose from $500bn to an astounding $5 trillion (about 

six percent of the world’s economic output). China and its subsidiaries have directly lent 

over $1.5 trillion (with $200bn in unreported loans) to 150 nations. The result is that it 

has overtaken the IMF and World Bank as the world’s biggest creditor.508 

Post second world war, the United States developed a tribute system of its own. 

Author John Perkins describes how corporations from the United States with the 

(complicity of the government) play a similar game with poorer nations of the world. He 

describes how, as an economic hit man (EHM), his role as a highly paid professional 

was to cheat countries around the globe out of trillions of dollars, funneling, “…money 

from the World Bank, the US Agency for International Aid, and other foreign ‘aid’ 
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organizations into the coffers of huge corporations and the pockets of a few wealthy 

families who control the planet’s natural resources.”509 He suggests that, “…our country 

and its financial henchmen at the World Bank and its sister institutions coerce other 

countries to go deeply into debt; debt enslaves those countries.”510 [Emphasis added] 

Perkins outlines how the sophisticated and deliberately misleading econometric 

models are used to persuade third world countries to invest in infrastructure projects 

(electric power, highways, ports, airports, industrial parks, etc.). This was done with the 

understanding that the misleading information would result in loans that could never 

likely be repaid. Using such debt leverage, it could then demand control over United 

Nations votes, the installation of military bases, and cut-rate access to natural resources 

(especially oil). He contended further that the essence, “…of this system remained the 

same: an economic and political ideology based on enslavement through debt 

and enforced by paralyzing people with fear.”511 [Emphasis added] This provided 

enormous profits for large American corporations and wealth for elites in target nations, 

“…while assuring their long-term financial dependence and therefore the political 

loyalty.”512 It was apparently never taken into consideration that the debt burden placed 

on such countries would deprive the poorest citizens of healthcare, education, and other 

social services for decades to come.  

By comparison, Indigenous people have been enslaved into a system where they 

do not control their resources which were taken from them (in the previously discussed 

colonial legal-sleight-of-hand). Given their lack of any resources, and exile onto 

reserves where they cannot sustain themselves, they have been put into a kind of debt 

slavery. Paralyzed by fear that governments may cut their funding, their long-term 

financial dependence and political loyalty to governments is ensured. Sadly, in the 

Indigenous world, the EHM are the national governments and their dedicated 

bureaucracies who play a similar role of misdirection and non-delivery while the 

resources in Indigenous traditional territories are extracted (often by friends of the 

government) for little local benefit. Whichever way you slice the pie, China and America 

still use debt to control countries and their resources. On an entirely different scale, this 

same principle of debt slavery is how colonial powers and current governments control 

Indigenous people and their resources. 

Government-Sponsored Mental and Debt Slavery 

If I could have convinced more slaves that they were slaves, I could have freed thousands more. 
— Harriet Tubman 

Many Indigenous people think they are free, but do not understand how in fact  

they have been psychologically enslaved. In America, the brutally executed slave labour 

trade was used to harvest the cash crops of tobacco, cotton and sugar cane which 

fueled the economic engine of the south. In his famous I Have a Dream speech, Dr. 
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Martin Luther King, said despite the Emancipation Proclamation, “the Negro is still not 

free,” due to the segregation, discrimination, and the isolation that existed and still 

exists. Editor, Yinka Vidal, has written further that, while there was nothing wrong with 

the civil rights movement, it left African Americans mentally crippled by their behavioral 

choices and actions, resulting in an attitude of expectation that Whites must solve their 

problems. Specifically, he said, “…This behavior indirectly amounted to a surrender 

for some, and a life of dependency for others.. .But it did not resolve the serious 

problems of our inability to develop and orchestrate effective strategies to solve social 

problems at the community levels…We want the government to do everything for 

us...”513  [Emphasis added] 

While slavery in the American south involved physical control and confinement, it 

also resulted in a perplexing mindset. As Harriet Tubman suggested, some slaves felt 

their slavery was “normal” and that they were not really slaves. For a variety of reasons, 

such attitudes continue to shackle and hamper the progress of African Americans. 

Reggae singer Bob Marley acknowledged this in his beautiful Redemption Song, 

suggesting, “Emancipate yourself from mental slavery. None but ourselves can free our 

minds.” Vidal details further the dysfunctional outcomes of this slavery mindset for 

Blacks citing, “…we continue to suffer from a self-imposed inferiority complex, 

complacency, and impotence of action…we must develop a strong economic base 

through networking and being dedicated to successful strategies in business. We must 

get rid of this slave mentality to free our minds from cognitive blindness, and mental 

paralysis.”514   

In a subsequent interview with author Dr. Rose Milligan, Vidal was told that 

African Americans must be taught how to empower themselves economically. She 

commented that, “Affirmative Action Programs, lure Blacks into the false security of a 

‘Share Croppers' Mindset [of complacency]….[indicating] that [while] people benefited 

from our slave labor, we are happy and settled just to have a place to sit next to 

Whites.” In a subsequent interview with author Don Spears, it was pointed out how their 

predicament was part of the agenda of a system designed to maintain the conditions of 

hopelessness and lack of economic progress. The larger issue, he noted, boiled down 

to the lack of an agenda for economic advancement and effective national leadership. 

Like many modern Indigenous communities, he noted that African Americans do not 

have a plan and so they do not know where they are going. This lack of a clear strategy 

and the absence of a mindset of economic intelligence, he suggests, has made them 

their, “…own worst enemy since we are not able to break from our predicaments.” 

The parallels between the mental slavery of African Americans and colonized 

Indigenous people is striking. Instead of being physical slaves, many have been 

mentally enslaved by a government-imposed dependency system. Getting some “free 
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stuff” may look good from the outside, but it is a prison for those on the inside—where a 

steep price has been paid by generations of families and communities. It has also 

resulted in Indigenous people continuing to mentally cripple themselves with poor 

attitudes, inappropriate behavioral choices, and actions learned from the continuing 

colonial servitude that the modern government system requires. Likewise, the same 

mental slavery mindset emotionally impairs many Indigenous people who, like African 

Americans, continue to suffer from feelings of inferiority, complacency, and resentment 

towards the impotence of their own actions.  

As well, Indigenous people have been conditioned to expect someone else will 

solve their problems—in effect, surrendering their opportunity to validate their self-worth 

through their own efforts for a life of  government dependency. In one egregious 

example of this kind of dependency, a Chief described how he was called in the early 

hours of the morning to change a burned out light bulb for a community member. The 

exasperated Chief was totally bewildered by how “normal” it seemed to casually request 

this. Apparently, his “rights” included demanding the Chief immediately attend his home 

to screw in a new light bulb no matter what time it was. As well, such mental slavery has 

fueled the inability to develop and orchestrate effective strategies to solve social 

problems at the community level.  

This form of mental slavery blinds, 

and paralyzes, communities into a kind of 

suspended animation where it is believed 

that doing nothing is the best course. 

However, Indigenous people need to 

collectively realize that they are not okay 

the way they are, they are much less than 

they could or should be—needing to return 

to the powerful independence of their 

ancestors. They do not need to live with the 

self-hatred, shame and inferiority imposed 

upon them initially by colonial governments, 

and re-inforced by modern governments 

who promise much and deliver little. These 

regimes smoothly repeat the politically 

correct talking points but continue to 

promote an agenda for a system designed 

to maintain the conditions of hopelessness 

and economic despair.  

 The accompanying figure 5 shows, 

by virtually every measurable indicator, “…the Indigenous population of Canada is 

 Aboriginal 
Canadians 

African 
Americans 

Unemployment Rate 14percent 11percent 
Unemployment rate vs. 
the national rate 

2.1 times 1.9 times 

Median income vs. $22,344 $23,738 
Median income vs. 
the national average 

60percent 74percent 

Incarceration rate 
(per 100,00 population) 

1,400 2,207 

Incarceration rate 
the national rate 

10 times 3 times 

Homicide rate  
(per 100,000 population) 

8.8 17.3 

Homocide rate vs. 
the national rate 

6.1 times 3.7 times 

Infant mortality rate 
(per 1,000 live berths 

11.7 12.4 

Infant mortality vs. 
the national rate 

2.3 times 2 times 

Life expectancy (in years) 72.8 74.9 
Life expectancy vs. 
the national average 

91percent 95percent 

Dropout rate* 23percent 8percent 
Dropout rate vs 
the national average 

2.7 times 1.1 times 

*20- to 24-year-olds without high school diploma, and not in 

school 
(Sources: Statistics Canada; Office of the Correctional Investigator; The 
Lancet; Health Canada; U.S. Bureau of Labour Statistics; U.S. Census 
Bureau; U.S. Dpeartment of Justice; U.S Department of Health; Centers of 
Disease Control; National Center of Education Statistics) 

Figure 5 
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treated worse and [have] lives with more hardship than the African-American 

population.”515 A real agenda for economic progress is required with effective national 

leadership—not toadying Indigenous politicians pretending to be a government while 

feathering their nests with money that was intended for their own people. Fortunately, 

there are real pockets of exemplary leadership who truly understand that Indigenous 

people need to decide where they are going and require a  genuine plan for how to get 

there. 

 Indigenous people are kept in mental slavery through having their subsistence 

controlled. Government monies are provided to their communities and it is repaid as 

long as national and regional Indigenous politicians dance to their tune. At the same 

time, these Indigenous politicians carry on the kabuki theatre of colonialism, pretending 

they have power (which is often only wielded against their own people). They huff and 

puff about Indigenous rights while nothing actually ever happens. While everyone gets 

to feel important attending a never ending cycle of impressive sounding meetings, 

nothing ever changes. The lives of ordinary people never improve. It is, of course, 

critical to maintain the charade—the pretence that they truly have real power and are 

actually doing something useful because they are the only ones benefiting from it.  

Luckily, Indigenous leaders with real courage have now established some real 

power through their progressive agendas of strategic direct action and development. In 

recognition of the impact of the current form of debt slavery, many modern Indigenous 

leaders realize that economic self-reliance (beyond the dictates of transfer or 

appropriation payments) is absolutely necessary. Waiting for handouts from government 

has not and will not solve poverty. Indigenous leaders recognise further that there is no 

power in poverty. They understand that a decision to remain reliant on government 

transfer payments is, in itself, a decision to leave their power in the hands of 

bureaucracies indifferent to their well-being. Why should they continue to endorse a 

failed system that can only consign future generations to further poverty and misery? 

Unless the chains of economic dependency are broken now, Indigenous people will 

remain slaves to the agendas of others. Bold decisions have to be taken, and real 

leadership is required. The chains of mental slavery that bind them and prevent them 

from taking action have to be understood and completely demolished. Everyone can 

experience freedom—not just some freedom—by destroying these mental restraints. 

Freedom will come from embracing a clear mindset of economic intelligence.  
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Chapter 14 

A Base for Governance 

Power has only one duty—to secure the social welfare of people.  
— Benajmin Disraeli 

It should be of little surprise that Indigenous societies will be rebuilt firstly on the 

basis of governance. This is the foundation of all organized societies involving the 

processes through which its institutions are directed, controlled and held to account. It 

should not be surprising that an appropriate governance system is therefore 

fundamental for sustainable economic development. Self-determination and power will 

flow from this footing. This chapter will examine community governance as it exists now, 

and what needs to be done in order to create prosperity and wellbeing. The current form 

of governance is a problem for several reasons. Firstly, their operation is dependent on 

cash from external governments so their priorities can by dictated by them. Secondly, 

since they do not reflect traditional forms of Indigenous governance, they often have 

limited legitimacy. Thirdly, the powers that exist to effect real change are limited. Lastly, 

many such governments are riddled with problems relating to accountability, nepotism 

and corruption.  

As discussed in the previous chapter, the problem of dependency needs to be 

addressed but instead is exacerbated by the current form of governance. To outsiders 

these issues of community/reserve governance may seem like just an “Indigenous 

problem.” However, country-wide demographics tell a story of how solving dependency 

is actually of critical importance for mainstream populations and  national economies.516 

There is an enormous negative societal cost for doing nothing for populations that are 

the youngest and fastest growing. This takes the form of unemployment, and additional 

taxpayer social costs. Such expenditures mount from the remedial services necessary 

to help Indigenous people cope with the dysfunction of their history of domination (such 

as higher than average use of welfare programs, housing subsidies, health and justice 

services). In Canada it has been documented that the amount of money spent per 

person for Indigenous people on such costs is 57 per cent higher than for others 

generally.517 If no action is taken now the rapidly growing and young Indigenous 

populations in the United States and Canada will require a huge increase in government 

spending (which is now widely regarded by Indigenous leaders as being woefully 

inadequate).  

Reliance on government for subsistence is an issue because there are much 

larger sectors of the population that are also becoming increasingly reliant. Finance 

departments warn that the growing number of retirees, shrinking labour forces, and 

lacklustre productivity may diminish living standards overall. Now, as Baby Boomers 
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head into retirement in droves, they have insufficient savings so that 90% of retirees 

receive Social Security benefits compared to only 69% in 1962.518
 The problem comes 

into focus as a huge segment of the working age population retires, and is dependent 

on such spending (while not contributing to the revenue base), and the costs are longer-

term given their longer life expectancy. While little can be done about the growing 

government reliance of an aging population, some very constructive steps can be taken 

to foster greater self-reliance for Indigenous people. 

If approached wisely, the Indigenous “problem” can be turned into an opportunity. 

The upside of addressing these matters for Indigenous leaders are significant. Without 

taking immediate action to reform the current dependency system, the host of social 

and economic pathologies plaguing the Indigenous population will increase sharply. 

There has also been diminishing public support for increased spending with greater 

demands for accountability, transparency, and better value for the monies spent. 

Rapidly growing reserve populations also exacerbate existing problems with 

overcrowding, unemployment, inadequate educational opportunities, and related social 

pathologies.  

There are substantial benefits for the mainstream population to invest 

appropriately in Indigenous communities. With fewer young people entering the labour 

force to replace those retiring (due to low fertility rates), the fastest growing 

demographic can represent an ever increasing portion of the the desperately needed 

national labour force. In particular, they have the potential to fill significant shortages of 

workers. A past study in Canada concluded that, “To a larger extent than is generally 

recognized, Canada’s future prosperity depends on how successful we are in 

achieving equitable results in our labour market for Indigenous Canadians 

[Emphasis added].519 Effective measures taken now to develop and implement a 

strategy which results in wide-scale Indigenous progress can benefit the whole 

population.  

In referring to economic development in this book what is being discussed is 

own-source revenue or revenue that has been earned from what has been called 

“community capitalism”—where a community makes money and creates jobs for its 

members by setting up its own businesses or using the lands it controls to generate 

revenue.520 In Canada a useful way to measure whether progress is being made (that 

might be adopted in other countries) is the Community Well-Being Index521—this 

measures the standard of living and quality of life for all Canadian including Indigenous 

communities. 

In this chapter, much of this discussion will review the substantial body of 

research from The Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development 

(Harvard Project).522 It was founded in 1987 and is housed within the John F. Kennedy 
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School of Government at Harvard University. Its purpose is to examine how sustained, 

self-determined social and economic development might be achieved for Indigenous 

communities through applied research and service. Though this discussion focuses on 

United States and Canada, the principles may be applied to Indigenous communities 

worldwide.  

The Harvard Project found that, to create lasting economic development (which 

provides the cash for self-determination), Indigenous nations must re-build their 

governance structures and institutions in a manner that reflects their cultures and 

provides transparency and accountability. The problem with the current government-

imposed forms of colonial governance models is that they have had limited legitimacy 

because they do not reflect the cultural norms of communities. Furthermore, they were 

structured purposely to create powerlessness leading to individual and community 

dependency. Government inaction and policy is simply prolonging dependency and 

ensuring that Indigenous people remain powerless, and an increasing cost to 

governments. This chapter will review actions that governments may take to create 

constructive change. 

The conclusions of the Harvard Project are mirrored in the recent publication by 

Professor Tom Flanagan, The Wealth of First Nations.523 He contends that successful 

Indigenous development is based on “making”—engaging in the economy to create 

wealth—rather than simply “taking”—getting payments from government. The process 

of “making” is extremely important because it entails communities building their own 

self-sustaining institutions, requiring the community to organize proactively for its own 

sustainability. He suggests that, “…improvement will only happen if the changes allow 

First Nations to become more self-determining, more able to take advantage of the 

economic opportunities around them, and more agile in using their own government to 

promote the well-being of their people. In other words, he suggests that despite a 

terrible past, their future prosperity, “…will depend mainly on their own initiatives, 

their own efforts, their own choices.”524 [Emphasis added] 

Ruffled Feathers 

I don’t make jokes. I just watch the government and report the facts. 
— Will Rogers 

If economic development is the fuel for retaking Indigenous power, governance is 

the engine. In the first instance the problem is not economic, but political. To rise as 

powerful nations again, the defects in existing governance models need to be 

examined, and removed or reformed. This requires exploring how these arose in the 

first place and the problems that ensued and still exist. This section will examine such 

defects and how governments might then be reinvented for the optimal social welfare 

and progress of Indigenous people. 
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There are countless forms of Indigenous governance in the world today—far too 

many to discuss here. Instead, the shortcomings of those in Canada and the United 

States will be examined through the eyes of its own community citizens. Though there 

are some communities that have excellent governments producing impressive results 

(despite the governance limitations), examining the inherent defects of such structures 

can provide direction for those seeking to alleviate pervasive poverty.  

Originally Indigenous people developed their own unique forms of governance. In 

their time and circumstances, they developed regimes that were effective and 

legitimate—being strongly supported by their citizens. This changed with the advent of 

colonialism which sought to purposely destabilize traditional forms of governance. As a 

result, today they do not enjoy the level of legitimacy that former traditional systems 

had.  

The primary way in which traditional Indigenous governments and nations were 

weakened was to create dependency. T.S. Eliot summarized the impact as being one 

where, “If you haven’t strength to impose your own terms on life, you must accept the 

terms it offers you.” Governments understood that the way to control potentially 

troublesome populations was to create absolute economic dependency. In North 

America the governmental order to wipe out the buffalo herds of the Great Plains was 

specifically seen as a solution to the “Indian Problem.”525 Those Indigenous Peoples 

who are completely dependent on others, have no, or very little, power. In the words of 

one of America’s most influential Founding Fathers, Alexander Hamilton, “Power over a 

man’s subsistence amounts to power over his will.” Like the power dynamics of an 

unequal marriage, he/she who has the food/gold makes the rules.  

Weakening traditional Indigenous governance structures ensured that Indigenous 

people could easily be controlled. Taking away their ability to survive by their own 

means, transferred their power to the hands of those providing their sustenance—the 

federal government. Rather than simply being in control of their destiny as their 

ancestors were, they had to dance to the tune of their new masters and their life-

sucking bureaucracies. Creating a governance system that purposely cultivated division 

and disadvantage ensured that power remained in the hands of government and others. 

Harvard Professor Stephen Cornell has noted that dependency is the heaviest 

burden that Indigenous North Americans have had to bear. This came about because 

they were deprived of their freedom and the resources that sustained them for millennia 

(such as the buffalo on the prairies and salmon on the coast). As a result, Indigenous 

nations were molded into various forms of welfare dependency—individual and 

collective. Professor Cornell describes how the reserve unemployed have become 

dependent either on direct welfare subsidy from non-Indigenous governments or on the 

services they provide. He notes that Indigenous governments are, “…unable to 
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generate the revenues necessary to support their own governments…[becoming] 

dependent on subsidies from outside.” 526 [Emphasis added] He submits further that 

the high cost of dependency is paid by: 

 undermining Indigenous political autonomy (leaving nations hostage to policy 

decisions made by other governments whose interests may differ greatly)  

 leaving Indigenous nations with little freedom to concentrate the available 

resources on their own priorities  

 producing economies that are heavily dependent on employment in Indigenous 

government (that is funded by non-Indigenous governments)  

 trans-generational welfare dependency which undermines Indigenous traditions 

of personal and familial responsibility, encouraging people to look to outsiders for 

solutions to their problems527 

This long-enduring situation has created a deep dependency mindset resulting in 

massive unemployment, and frustration. After generations of being socialized into this 

patronizing approach, many Indigenous people cannot imagine going forward without 

the federal government holding their hand. The only situation where this is not true is 

where perceptive leaders have already carved out economic independence and have 

taken power over their own subsistence—escaping the demeaning and chafing collar of 

dependency around their necks.  

Strangely this has led to a strong emotional connection to the federal government 

which is irrational given the unhealthy harm it has caused and continues to cause. Like 

the captives of colonial kidnappers experiencing the Stockholm Syndrome, Indigenous 

people have effectively been programmed into identifying closely with the federal 

government (often supporting their agenda). This is especially so for national political 

organizations wholly funded by them.xxxi While in the state of total dependency, many 

leaders promote the fiction that they have power often publicly making fiery speeches 

against the government—that is, until they have to get their budgets approved by them. 

Many of the more progressive action-oriented leaders now simply ignore such national 

organizations as obstacles to, rather than, vehicles for advancement and Indigenous 

wellbeing. 

The result is that like trained seals performing for a fish treat, Indigenous 

leadership has been conditioned to define themselves by the actions of the federal 

government—an absurd situation which their fearsome ancestors would have reacted in 

stunned disbelief to. The script for this storyline was long ago written by Imperial 
                                                           
xxxi

 To have more legitimacy community members also suggest that national leaders should be elected by 

community members, not just Chiefs. 
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governments whose purpose was to provide a harmless outlet for Indigenous 

grievances without actually addressing them. It is truly the theatre of the absurd where 

there are often angry pronouncements that, “the government did or did not do this,” with 

copious amounts of contrived indignation. If this were Hollywood, the federal 

government would receive an Oscar for best (and longest-running) screenplay and 

Indigenous leaders would be lined up to receive best actor awards.  

This narrative also serves Indigenous leadership who have been conditioned to 

be risk averse under this colonial bureaucratic model. When it is always the federal 

government’s fault, there is no inherent accountability or responsibility for what 

happens—a perverse “win-win” situation for no one. Shoveling smoke through such a 

storyline also serves the government’s purpose because, if Indigenous governments do 

not make substantive decisions, little is required of them.  

This is an enormous problem because the absolute opposite response is needed 

where real constructive action is required. There is no win for impoverished Indigenous 

people in kowtowing to a government system that has brutally ravaged them. 

Indigenous ancestors made real decisions because they absolutely bore the brunt of 

their actions. Imagine the great Nuu-chah-nulth Chief Maquinna, or Commanche leader 

Quanah Parker saying to their tribes, “I am not responsible for my decision that 

impacted you terribly, somebody else is to blame.” Such a scenario would be farcical in 

their time, but it has become the dominant theme in the storyline today.  

If Indigenous people wish to retake their power, there needs to be an honest 

recognition of this reality. By not defining who they are collectively (and what is required 

to retake their power), they will remain in the pretend world of fantasies—abetted by a 

federal government eager to ensure nothing useful ever happens. The manufactured 

government-to-blame dialogue needs to be abandoned because it does absolutely 

nothing to provide a solution. A critical part of the solution is having an honest 

discussion about the defective governance system, and how to create economic 

independence.  

This topic is often a sensitive matter. Since Indigenous people are frequently 

targeted for criticism by dominant populations and conservative media, many are hyper-

sensitive and react defensively to such critiques. Given how they have been routinely 

put down for such a long time, such self-protective responses are understandable. 

When you feel that the dice has been loaded against you for so long, such criticisms are 

a massive red flag triggering angry reactions. Ironically, this response appears to paint 

Indigenous people as defenders of a structure which was put in place by previous 

colonial masters to control them. As well, such strong retorts often tend to conceal from 

the public internal discussions within communities about bad governance.  
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The need to cooperatively examine this issue is important because good 

government is essential for prosperous economics and citizens—a key to Indigenous 

independence and power. Governance refers specifically to the exercise of economic, 

political and administrative authority to manage a community’s affairs. Good 

governance consists in: legitimacy, whereby the government has the consent of the 

governed; accountability that ensures transparency and answerability for actions; 

respect for law and protection of human rights; and competence (which consists of 

effective policy making, policy implementation and service delivery).528 Like a good 

gardener, the role of government is to create a healthy environment to foster wellbeing 

and positive economic growth. While fiscal growth is the horse that pulls the social cart, 

good governance is also about how it does this with an open structure of fairness, 

accountability, and transparency.  

The form of contemporary Indigenous regimes in Canada and the United States 

was meant to undercut traditional systems of governance and replace them with 

municipal-style elected government with greatly diminished powers—especially over 

lands and natural resources. Also the reality in many small communities is that such 

“democracy” simply leads to hegemony for the largest families. These families 

continually return their relatives to office as long as they persist in delivering “the 

goods”—often through preference to jobs, housing, and other such benefits. Using the 

powers of the governance system, they often take mean-spirited retribution against 

perceived community enemies with impunity. For those outside the dominant family, this 

is definitely not good governance. 

Though there are differences between the systems in Canada and United States 

there are similarities that lead to common criticisms.xxxii While legitimate governments 

exist in the sense that they are elected by a majority, there are often widespread 

criticisms from community members about their transparency and accountability for 

actions, respect for law and protection of human rights, and competence to make 

effective policies for community progress. Distrust of the existing governance system 

and the bad actors in it, has become a barrier to changing it. When people distrust their 

government they are wary of potential change that may make the situation worse. For 

this reason, the entire community must be meaningfully involved in governance change. 

Fancy talk of nebulous rights and other popular government-related double 

speak does nothing to change the lack of financial independence and powerlessness. In 

this society, money is power. Without control over finances or its proxies (such as 

jurisdiction over land and natural resources, etc.), Indigenous people will remain 

                                                           
xxxii

 In the United States tribe have sovereignty in law which is different from Canada where communities are more 
like municipal governments. However, the general scheme of administration from the federal governments is 
similar as well as the poverty and powerlessness. 
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sidelined while the shots are being called by outsiders. There should not be any 

illusions about this. Complaining about past injustices might be a form of stress relief, 

but without effective governance and the economic power to effect real change, poverty 

will remain. Europeans became masters at pitting local Indigenous populations against 

each other—lessons which are being freshly applied by Big Green and eco-colonialists 

as previously discussed. If the locals are fighting each other they are not paying 

attention to the agendas of governments and no effort is required to actually address 

their concerns.  

Such governments were further incubated by federal bureaucracies where 

indecision is the rule, not the exception. Given that the best decision in this milieu is not 

to make one, such governments often avoid making any substantive decisions. They 

generally go in the opposite direction of most other governments whose role is to create 

healthy conditions for investment and economic development to ensure a tax base for 

their survival. This backwards course mostly translates into massive unemployment—

where the role of the government becomes one solely of caretaker and manager of the 

ongoing poverty, misery, and dysfunction of their citizens. This situation exacerbates the 

impacts of bad tribalism and harmful negative power. Eventually, it can give rise to 

rampant corruption—often characterized by outright theft, nepotism and cronyism.  

Accountability, Transparency, and Corruption 

Power corrupts, but lack of power corrupts absolutely. 
— Adlai Stevenson 

There is no question that there are many good Indigenous governments who run 

honest administrations for the benefit of their people. There are, however, “bad apples 

who spoil the barrel,” overshadowing such good work. These accusations do not just 

flow from media reports and conservative groups, but originate mostly from disaffected 

citizens. The problem they say is that they have no means of holding such bad actors 

accountable. There is rarely independent local media or any ombudsperson (with real 

powers to investigate) to ensure transparency and accountability. They complain further 

that when they raise issues of concern they are frequently ignored, dismissed, and 

rarely provided with helpful documentation (which the elites control). Furthermore, the 

federal government and their bureaucracy turn a blind eye ignoring such complaints 

claiming the issue is an “internal matter” and they have limited power to investigate. If 

such allegations are pursued through the courts, the challenged community leaders 

(cashed up with government money) lawyer up, and the impoverished citizens have no 

realistic recourse. Worse yet, some cashed up leaders threaten to sue those citizens for 

defamation when they know that they do not have the financial resources to defend 

such an action.  
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In many ways, the corruption in Indigenous communities is reminiscent of 

banana republics where there are often complaints of fraud, embezzlement, nepotism, 

and cronyism. Internationally, because they are the “poorest of the poor,” it has been 

inferred that, as a result of their socio-economic hardships, Indigenous people are 

disproportionately affected by corruption. This is a conclusion based on surveys that 

suggest a correlation between income levels and the experience of corruption.529 The 

Indigenous poor are often more reliant on public services, have less access to decision-

makers and fewer opportunities to participate in economic and political life. As well, they 

have a weaker voice to assert their rights and entitlements, have less power and 

resources to seek legal protection and representation, and are less likely to have 

effective access to mechanisms for redress and remedial action.  

In North America, these problems result from the kinds of governance handed 

down from colonial times where the power is concentrated in a few hands. There are 

leaders who overpay themselves and their cronies while their community members 

literally starve. In one egregious example, a small impoverished Indigenous community 

with a total of 81 members (only 35 live on the reserve), the Chief paid himself almost 

$1 million dollars in annual salary—an astronomical income by the standards of the 

deep community poverty.530 In many cases, bad leaders also often hire morally 

compromised whites who are all too happy to participate in a scheme which allows them 

to partake in a gravy train of government money.  

Unfortunately, there is often minimal transparency, poor oversight, and little 

accountability. Often the sorts of mechanisms that exist in mainstream society for 

information and accountability are simply ignored by leaders (with no consequences), or 

they simply do not exist. In response, an organization called the Band Members Alliance 

and Advocacy Association of Canada was formed as a, “national organization dedicated 

to assisting Band members demanding good governance and financial accountability 

from their elected Chief and Council.” It’s website states that there are: 

…Band Councils that engage in self-serving practices…[such as showing] 

favoritism and nepotism with housing, employment, health, education and other 

broader areas of concern. Any Band member that dares speak out risks facing 

retribution. No government can hold Chiefs and Band Councils accountable. 

There is no ombudsperson that oversees or investigates Chiefs and Band 

Councils…Indigenous people deserve good governance…. We…care about 

putting an end to native Band Council misfeasance and financial scandals, and 

help Band members get access to justice to hold their elected representatives 

accountable.531 

The fact that such an organization had to be formed speaks volumes as to the 

inadequacy of the existing governance system. This organization was preceded by an 
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earlier entity with the same purpose. In Canada in 2013, the First Nations Financial 

Transparency Act was passed requiring timely audited financial statements and the 

remuneration details of Chiefs and Council (just as is required of every other 

government is required to), but this was repealed by the Liberal government.  

 Unfortunately, given the lack of development, income opportunities are often 

limited. This leads to a scenario where the only means for those in government to 

secure more wealth individually is to illegally abscond with community monies. In the 

United States this has been identified as such a problem that U.S. Attorney’s Office has 

set up the highly touted Guardians Project which has resulted in more than 120 felony 

convictions—85 percent of those convicted received some term of incarceration, $3.6 

million in fines, $16.5 million in restitution, $311,000 in forfeitures and $1 million in civil 

judgments.532 This project brings together multiple federal agencies to fight corruption 

and financial crimes against communities and encourages citizens to report such 

crimes. It began in Montana in 2011 and was meant to send the message that federal 

authorities would pursue anyone who steals or embezzles tax dollars meant for their 

community. It was subsequently launched in 2015 in South Dakota where 60 cases 

have been investigated, 53 people or organizations have been charged and 42 

convictions have been made including wire, mail and bank fraud, theft and 

embezzlement, and larceny.533 

In 2016, sentences were handed down to 15 defendants in a scheme where 

monies from the Navajo Nation’s discretionary fund (intended to provide assistance to 

constituents with emergency needs) were illegally abused.534 Those convicted 

apparently misused secured slush fund dollars to take personal kickbacks, transfer 

financial assistance checks into personal bank accounts, falsify requests for assistance 

(and then pocketed the money), personally authorize tens of thousands of dollars in 

financial assistance to their own family members, or conspired with colleagues to 

approve each other’s request for funds. In Canada, a similar situation occurred where a 

former councilor was charged with defrauding and stealing from (a similar emergency 

fund) of the Indigenous government whose interests she was supposed to represent.535 

In another case, Indigenous FBI agent Jeff Youngblood, broke a classic pay-to-play 

scheme where the executive director of a construction company for a tribe was shaking 

down contractors for cash, trips, vehicles, guns, and other items in return for lucrative 

construction projects.536 Unfortunately, when the contractors padded their invoices (to 

cover the bribes) it cost the tribe additional money and deprived local honest companies 

and people of opportunities and employment. The author is aware of a similar kind of 

pay-to-play scheme in British Columbia that did not lead to charges because the 

Indigenous elected officials involved (and their enabling lawyers and consultants) 

created a structure that could not easily be pierced.  
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Regrettably the current governance system often provides community elites with 

de facto unfettered control and discretion over government/tribal funds where there is 

little accountability. In this context, accountability means guaranteeing that citizens have 

control over community leaders so they respond to their concerns. Research in the 

United States strongly suggests that accountability alone is insufficient to ensure that 

institutions have community support or that they effectively serve community interests. 

To accomplish these goals, governing institutions must also have legitimacy. It has 

been suggested that: 

 Accountability is: 

o  a matter of relationship (who is accountable to whom?), and as long as 

Indigenous governments are dependent on federal support they are 

accountable to governments controlled by outsiders (and, to a lesser 

extent, their own citizens). 

o expressed and maintained by formal institutions through their procedures 

and mechanisms. 

 To be effective, accountable institutions must also be legitimate (i.e., 

supported by communities). 

 Institutional legitimacy: 

o  requires both effectiveness and cultural fit (i.e., a fit within the informal 

culture of the community). 

o is easier to build in a community that is relatively culturally uniform. 

o will be easier to build where the institutions have genuine power—

powerless institutions have little legitimacy because people know they 

don’t make a difference. When legitimacy exists there should be the 

maximum feasible power placed in the hands of the community. 

 Communities with neither accountability nor legitimacy cannot ignore outsiders 

because they still need to interact with the external environment to survive and 

prosper—i.e., governments, banks, investors, and individuals with expertise.537 

The long-term solution is the devolution of powers to communities so that the 

community can be involved in determining what their own culturally appropriate 

governance system should be. In the short-term, the following suggestions may be 

helpful in addressing concerns about transparency, accountability, and corruption from 

community members: 
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 create a federal ombudsperson with the resources to investigate complaints of 

wrongdoing and corruption; 

o if the complaints are unwarranted they should be dismissed; 

o if they are warranted, the ombudsperson may then pass the case 

particulars along to a dedicated group of federal law professionals such 

as those in the Guardian Project cited above; 

 perhaps a whistleblower line might be created that ensured the anonymity of 

those providing information with a reward for successful prosecutions. 

Moving Forward 

You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change something, build a new model that makes the 
existing model obsolete. 

— Buckminister Fuller 

The Harvard Project has developed a foundational body of research for how 

Indigenous poverty may be solved—emphasizing the critical importance of governance. 

Its general conclusion was that, “Sovereignty, nation-building, and economic 

development go hand in hand.” 538 Economic development follows sovereignty and 

nation-building and, without these, a sustained trajectory of development will be difficult. 

Similarly, in a discussion of how to create greater Indigenous wealth in Canada, 

Professor Flanagan concludes that there are several points that are markers for 

success and greater wellbeing that need to be addressed to promote Indigenous 

economic development and participation in the economy. Firstly, the government must 

be stable and fiscally prudent. Leadership with fair compensation for elected officials is 

fundamental. As much control as possible should be wrested from the federal 

government and its bureaucracy while existing legistative “off ramps” should be taken 

advantage of to secure greater autonomy. Assets such as land and location should be 

exploited wisely for community-acceptable development. Finally, Indigenous people 

should be open to external society for cooperation and investment.539  

In the United States, tribes have a form of sovereignty by which they have 

inherent authority to govern themselves within their reserve lands. They are recognized 

in law as, “domestic dependent nations” and are similar to individual states whose 

powers are limited in comparison to the federal government. As sovereign nations they 

have immunity against lawsuits which extends to tribal enterprises. These powers allow 

tribes to launch far-reaching economic ventures, operate their own courts (which 

maintain significant criminal jurisdiction over their members) and growing law 

enforcement agencies, and adopt codes of conduct to govern behaviour within their 

jurisdiction. There still are, however, limitations and impediments that require a new 

model of governance. While the findings of the Harvard Project are largely specific to 



187 

North American Indigenous people, the principles emerging from the research are 

arguably applicable to all Indigenous people. 

In order to create long-term economic development, sovereingty (with stable 

institutions) comes first. Instead of simply reacting to the short-term need for 

development to create jobs and income, proactivity is required when it comes to nation-

building. There needs to be an environment created where investment can be attracted 

and businesses and people can flourish. The advantages in taking the long-term 

proactive “Nation-Building” approach over the the reactive “Jobs and Income” method 

are outlined in Figure 6. The elements required to create Indigenous prosperity are 

discussed below. 

Reactive Proactive 
Responds to anyone’s agenda 
(from the feds or off the street) 

Responds to Indigenous agenda 
(from strategic planning for long-term future) 

Emphasizes short-term payoffs 
(especially jobs and income now) 

Emphasizes long-term payoffs 
(sustained community well being) 

Emphasizes starting businesses Emphasizes creating an environment in which 
business can last 

Success is measured by economic impact Success is measured by social, cultural, political, 
and economic impacts  

Development is mostly the tribal planner’s job 
(planner proposes: council decides) 

Development is the job of tribal and community 
leadership 

(they set vision, guidelines, policy; others 
implement) 

Treats development as first and foremost an 
economic problem 

Treats development as first and foremost a political 
problem 

The solution is money The solution is a sound instutional foundation, 
strategic direction, informed action 

Source: Stephen Cornell and Joseph P. Kalt, Sovereignty and Nation Building: The Development Challenge in Indian Country Today, Malcolm 
Wiener Center for Social Policy, Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 
University, PRS-25, 1998. Page p. Online Source. Page. https://hpaied.org/publications/sovereignty-and-nation-building-development-
challenge-indian-country-today-0?keys=&field_tribe_tid=All&field_topic_tid=All&field_year_value=&field_pub_type_value=JOPNA&page=1 

Figure 6 

 

         Sovereignty/Self-Government: 540 Sovereignty leads economic development—

not the other way round. Asserting sovereignty is meaningless without being able to 

back it up with the ability to govern effectively—that is, without the organization 

necessary to accomplish collective tasks. In other words, to alleviate Indigenous 

socioeconomic conditions, sovereignty requires effective governance. The key to doing 

this is developing governing institutions that are appropriate to the Indigenous context 

and traditions. The hallmarks identified for effective governing institutions to ensure 

good governance are highlighted below. 

Stable Institutions, and Fair and Effective Dispute Resolution: Real 

sovereingty requires stable institutions of governance—the formal means by which 

https://hpaied.org/publications/sovereignty-and-nation-building-development-challenge-indian-country-today-0?keys=&field_tribe_tid=All&field_topic_tid=All&field_year_value=&field_pub_type_value=JOPNA&page=1
https://hpaied.org/publications/sovereignty-and-nation-building-development-challenge-indian-country-today-0?keys=&field_tribe_tid=All&field_topic_tid=All&field_year_value=&field_pub_type_value=JOPNA&page=1
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societies organize themselves to achieve their goals.xxxiii In order to eliminate political 

uncertainty, outsiders like to know what the rules are. They want to know how to engage 

with a society to guide their way when dealing with it. The authors of a Harvard Project 

study point to the Cochiti Pueblo as one of the most successful tribes in the United 

States. While the senior tribal administration changes annually, stability is preserved by 

the clear game rules that are rooted in their traditions and Indigenous governing 

structures. Fair and effective dispute resolution is another marker of good governance 

where institutions consistently provide non-policitized dispute resolution—an assurance 

to those within and without that their claims and disputes will be fairly adjudicated. The 

Harvard Project examined 67 tribes, and found that those with strong, geniunely 

independent dispute resolution mechanisms, economically outperformed (and increased 

employment) compared to those lacking such structures.  

Separating Politics from Business: It is also critical to separate politics from 

business management. When politics becomes involved, businesses either fail, or it 

becomes a drain squandering community resources. The requirements for an enterprise 

to succeed are very different from those of a political organization. The tribe/community 

can set the strategic direction and let skilled business people carry out their goals. In its 

survey of 125 businesses on over 30 reservations, it was found that those insulated 

from political interference (by an independent managing board of directors and a 

corporate charter) are four times more likely to be profitable. The evidence from all 

tribes in general show that the chances of being profitable rise four hundred percent 

where the day-to-day operations of business are insulated from politics.  

Competent Bureaucracy: If Indigenous nations are to rise, a competent 

bureaucracy is essential. As they grow to take over social programs and natural 

resources, it will be crucial to attract, develop and retain skilled personnel, and protect 

their interests in an environment of stable and regularized practices.  

Cultural Match:The notion of cultural match involves the link between governing 

institutions and the predominant ideas in the community about how authority should be 

organized and exercised. Culture is not the obstacle to development, it is the key to it—

providing the foundation for successful collective action to advance against poverty. For 

a long time Indigenous culture was devalued by dominant cultures. Culture, however, 

determines largely who Indigenous people are and it is absolutely important to them (as 

it is to any group). In this context, culture is seen,  “…as a set of identities, conceptual 

schemes, and tools that don’t simply reside in people’s heads—aggregates of individual 

attitudes or psychologies—but are embedded in ways of life and sets of social 

                                                           
xxxiii

 These could be constitutions, charters, laws codes, and procedures, norms that establish relationships between 
the society and outsiders, distributes rights and powers, and sets the rules by which programs, businesses and 
individuals operate. 
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relationships, and that offer guidelines for institution-building and other forms of 

collective action.”541 When institutions mirror the cultural norms of a society there is a 

match and they are likely to be much more effective in helping to overcome poverty.  

The Harvard Project examined the White Mountain Apache Tribe (Arizona) and 

the Oglala Sioux Tribe of Pine Ridge (South Dakota) who are both typical governments 

organized under the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 (IRA). This is a governance 

model where power is centered in tribal government; CEOs exercise extensive power; 

there is no independent dispute resolution; and there is wide political oversight of 

business operations. While the White Mountain Apache Tribe are one of the most 

economically successful in the nation, the Oglala Sioux Tribe has a depressing 

reputation as one of the poorest. A key difference for the outcomes—even though they 

were essentially dealing with the same structure—was that the White Mountain Apache 

Tribe had a much closer cultural match to its traditional form of governance. It was 

supported strongly by its members because the structure fit their more centralized 

traditional ideas about the appropriate organization and exercise of political power. In 

comparison the traditional Olglala Sioux Tribe exercised a very decentalized form of 

power (which was actually quite sophisticated). However, since it departed from the IRA 

model on almost every point, there was no cultural match and it had little legitimacy 

garnering limited community support.  

The lesson is that unless institutions of governance have the legitimacy of the 

people they govern they will not be supported. Many traditional governance systems 

may be unsuitable for the modern environment. So the challenge is to create modern 

governance systems that are capable of operating in a contemporary world that may 

incorporate traditional notions of governance. This must be done in a way that renders 

results that are appropriate, fair, and produce real results in creating Indigenous 

prosperity and wellbeing. In undertaking the building of such governments and 

institutions, some critical questions for a development agenda that Indigenous people 

should be asking were suggested to be: 

 What kind of society are we trying to build? 

 

 What do we hope to change in our society? 

 

 What do we hope to preserve and protect? What are we willing to give up? 

 

 What are the development priorities (e.g., education, sovereignty, health, 

employment, income, skill devleopment, etc.)? 
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 What are our development concerns (e.g., cultural impacts, environmental 

impacts, changing demographics, out-migration, etc.)? 

 

 What assets do we have to work with? 

 

 What constraints might there be?542 

To avoid a haphazard approach it is suggested the Indigenous groups focus on 

deciding what their de facto self-government powers may be, then build effective 

institutions which determine their strategic direction and decisions (actions) as set out in 

Figure 7.543 

 

It should be no surprise that poverty is expensive. The demographics of 

unemployed and rapidly growing Indigenous populations (who may substantially impact 

regional and national economies) is a signficant carrot for supporting Indigenous self-

determination. When external governments undermine Indigenous sovereignty/self-

government, this perpetuates poverty because it greatly diminishes the chance of 

economic success. Sovereignty/self-government matters when nations make their own 

decisions about development because those who do, consistently out-perform external 

decision makers. To be effective, a governance structure has to come from the 

grassroots and reflect the culture of the group. There needs to be legitimate, culturally 

grounded institutions of self-government—governing structures, economic system, 

policies, and procedures adapted to contemporary culture. Of course leaders are also 

invaluable who can convince and inspire a community to take action by introducing new 

knowledge and experiences, challenge assumptions, and propose constructive change 

are invaluable. 

Less virtue signalling and more action and resources are required from external 

governments. Implementing Indigenous self-determination and building self-governing 

capacities will require both innovation and a diversity of models—not a one-size-fits-all 

approach. In deciding on their governance structure, Indigenous people should decide 

for themselves what their self-governance structure should be. History is witness to 

government imposed structures that have not worked, so why rinse and repeat?  

  

"De facto" Sovereingty/Self-
Government powers 

Build Effective Institutions Take Strategic Direction Make Decisions/ Take Action 

Figure 7 
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Chapter 15 

Self-Determination through Economic Development 

A Native American elder once described his own inner struggles in this manner: Inside of me there are two 
dogs. One of the dogs is mean and evil. The other dog is good. The mean dog fights the good dog all the time. 

When asked which dog wins, he reflected for a moment and replied, the one I feed the most. 
— George Bernard Shaw 

Indigenous people have experienced unimaginable suffering and trauma. The 

initial value in dwelling on such trauma is that the grieving process allows for a period of 

adjustment. It permits those impacted to eventually return to a state of normal emotions 

so they can lead more productive and fulfilling lives. Beyond the grieving phase, 

Indigenous people should be focussed on what can be done to improve wellbeing now. 

It is time to nourish the good dog. It is not possible to change what happened, but it is 

possible to change your attitude towards it as the first step to making a better life. A 

negative mindset of victimhood continually feeds the bad dog. To incessantly grieve 

prevents taking constructive steps. This surely is a sentence for future generations to 

remain in the shackles of dependency.  

Unfortunately, the continuous loop of negativity caused by past experience 

results in the mean and evil dog winning. Communities are held in the grips of a 

whirlpool of negative emotions, fighting to avoid being pulled down into the center of an 

impending despair. Toxic thoughts, self-pity, blame, envy, and victimization have 

resulted in the exercise of negative power, bad tribalism, and destructive lateral 

violence. Meanwhile the cycle of misery and poverty continues with no end in sight. 

Unless energy is invested to take the needed action, this generation will never escape 

the continuous pull of destructive outcomes. The good dog must be fed and the mean 

and evil one must be starved. Economic development is the sustenance for the good 

dog. 

The solution to issues which Indigenous people face have been addressed by 

other ethnic leaders with similar kinds of recommendations. For example, African 

American Elijah Muhammad—former leader of the Nation of Islam—advocated for self-

sufficiency and nation-building. First and foremost, he advised the creating of an 

economic plan. He contended that without control over your own economic condition, 

there could be no freedom. He proposed forming a Black economy as the “blueprint” for 

building a Black Nation. This meant, among other things, being business-minded, 

supporting Black businesses and recycling the Black dollar.544 Calling for a separate 

Black nation, he was percieved to be a radical by the establishment of his time. 

However, his recommendations for an economic program to empower Black people 

were not too different from those of the Harvard Project and a growing number of 

progressive Indigenous leaders such as Papaschase Chief, Calvin Bruneau, who 
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(speaking on behalf of a group of Canadian Indigenous First Nations called the Iron 

Coalition), said that, “economic self sufficiency is our goal.”545  

In the previous chapter it was learned that to have the financial resources to 

retake power and independence required a new governance model. This would provide 

the stability and the competent institutions necessary to pursue nation-hood and 

strategic economic development. In turn, this development should generate the 

sustainable cash flow for Indigenous governments, employment for individuals, and 

independence from outsider control. This chapter will focus on the impediments to 

economic development, and on the issues that can be controlled by Indigenous 

governments.  

Fearing Commerce 

We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the light. 
— Plato 

A significant impediment to Indigenous development is fear. Some fear 

capitalistism, commerce, money, economic development, and corporations. Others 

suggest that engaging in such commerce may lead to the purported sin of becoming 

“less Indigenous.” It is said to be “not the Indigenous way,” and those who advocate for 

development are “sell outs.” For those seeking a practical way forward, it is hard to 

imagine how wanting to be gainfully employed to provide for your family, or validate 

your sense of self-worth, is selling out. This section will examine these potential fears.  

In some cases, such attitudes may have been influenced by poorly executed 

economic development. Others buy into the fictional Crying Indian or Noble Savage 

stereotype opposing all progress. They regard economic development as culturally 

forbidden—a view hard to reconcile given the history of Indigenous ancestors as master 

traders. Others think that their fears are akin to the biblical story of Adam and Eve and 

wish to avoid being tricked into eating the forbidden fruit of development. While 

knowledge may be gained from this, it is presumed that the concern is about losing their 

innocence and being banished from paradise, the Garden of Eden. While such a 

scriptural fable is an interesting story, one wonders how the plight of Indigenous people, 

with their enormous socio-economic problems, might be compared to paradise. Such 

creation stories are important, but for those living now, determining a real practical plan 

of action is far more pressing. The present grave problems require immediate effective 

solutions—economic development will be essential to moving forward.  
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Fear of Money 

Money: power at its most liquid. 
— Mason Cooley 

An Indigenous artist tells a story of money being like a river. If you go out to the 

river and take just what you need, you don’t risk being swept away in the currents of 

greed. In other words, money (the child of commerce) has the potential to be the, “the 

root of all evil,” and focussing on it too much could lead down a bad moral path. There is 

indeed great merit in this concern. As Voltaire said, “Don’t think money does everything 

or you are going to end up doing everything for money.”  

While some Indigenous people purport to fear economic development and 

money, they desperately need both. Perhaps the concern is that money will detrack 

from their identity, or communal, moral and spiritual being. Possibly they view money as 

harming their culture. But many forget that money is simply a tool. For Indigenous 

people today, it is a useful tool that pays for food and living expenses, provides for 

better opportunities for education and development, and can contribute to less stressful 

and fearful lives. If used with discipline and focus it may contribute to the ends that 

individuals, families, communities and tribes seek to reach. This can be done while 

minimizing its negative impact. 

Before money was invented, barter trade was a basic kind of currency exchange 

where people traded surplus production. This posed a growing problem as trade 

expanded because there was no consistent value assessment of items exchanged and 

subsequently led to the invention of commodity money. Some trade items that were 

more in demand than others became money in the form of trade items like salt, cloth 

and cattle. Interestingly, while the Aztecs used cacao beans and a type of valuable 

cotton cloth as money, the Maya used cacoa beans and gold dust (stored in quills). The 

Inca, on the other hand, did not use money because their economy was so efficiently 

planned that citizens had all they needed. Throughout North America during the fur 

trade, various kinds of furs were the currency of those engaged in this trade. However, 

since the economic value of such commodity items fluctuated unpredictably, various 

more reliable forms of money evolved such as money from metal, or paper, fiat money 

(currency made into legal tender by goverments who ensure its legitimacy), and recently 

digital currency has evolved. 

Money was not just an invention of Europeans and Asians. Many Indigenous 

people developed their own forms of money to facilitate early economic development. 

Prior to coin money or commodity money, shell money was used as a medium of 

exchange by Indigenous people throughout the globe. The Indigenous of Alaska and 

California used a species of tusk-shell found along the northwest coast, Dentalium 

pretiosum.546 California’s Indigenous used the Saxidomus gracilis or Tapis gracilis, 
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while those in the islands close to the shore commonly used Litornia obesa.  About 

1,000 years ago, Chumash Indigenous people on the islands of California's Santa 

Barbara Channel began chipping circular beads from olive shells which were used as 

money. Then around 1500 CE, and on into the late nineteenth century, the Coast 

Miwok, Ohlone, Patwin, Pomo, and Wappo peoples of central California used the 

Saxidomus species (otherwise known as Washington clams) to make shell money. 

On the east coast of North America, the Iroquois Confederacy and Algonquian 

tribes (such as the Shinnecock tribe) ground beads from the Quahog shell called 

wampum.547 In part, early American colonists solved their cash problems using 

Indigenous wampum cash. (Imagine the potential advertising slogan at the time, 

“Wamp-um your debt!”) From 1643 to 1660, wampum was legal tender in 

Massachusetts. Just as the Indigenous people used it, wampun cash was 

employed to promote development (in this case of the colony) by facilitating trade. 

Not surprisingly, the British who kept an economic stranglehold over the colony, 

did not approve of the use of wampum cash because they did not control it 

(ending its use in 1660).548 In Oceana and Australia a similar variety of shells 

were used. In northern Australia, different types were used by different tribes (with no 

agreement on the value of each amongst tribes). In the islands north of New Guinea the 

shells were broken into flakes with holes bored through them, and valued by the length 

of a threaded set on a string.549 In the South Pacific Islands, the species Oliva carneola 

was used to create shell money.550 Today, on the Papua New Guinea island of East 

New Britain, shell money is still considered legal currency and can be exchanged for the 

Papua New Guinean kina. 

It is important to understand that Indigenous people, like many other groups 

throughout history, developed and used various forms of money. Some of these were 

adopted by Europeans, but were primarily used intertribally to grease the wheels of 

trade. Those ancestors did not think that money was the root of all evil, or that it harmed 

their identity or culture, but was a highly useful tool. In using money, the aggressive pre-

Columbian tribal traders did not compromise their cultural Indigenousness any more 

than other traders of history whose cultures and societies were enriched by and 

flourished from its use. 

Fearing Capitalism and Corporations 

Capital as such is not evil; it is its wrong use that is evil. Capital in some form or other will always be needed. 
— Mahatma Gandhi 

Capitalism is considered to have grown out of mercantilism551 (which developed 

out of feudalism552). It arose in the period from 1500 to 1800 in Northwestern Europe, 

emerging in the Netherlands and England where traders created the first chartered joint-

stock companies for purposes of trade and commerce. It is an economic system based 
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upon private ownership of the means of production and their operation for profit.553 The 

first corporations created in Europe were used for not-for-profit purposes such as the 

building and running of institutions for the public good (hospitals, universities, etc.). In 

the 17th century making money became a major focus. They also recognized the need 

to provide special support for risk averse merchants undertaking long expeditions to 

distant lands—the kinds of ventures that brought Europeans in contact with Indigenous 

people. The chartered company was then expanded to build the wealth and influence of 

governments. They were used as a tool of European Imperial expansion to monopolize 

access to natural resources and markets, and control territory throughout the world.  

Chartered companies enjoyed certain rights and privileges and were bound by 

specific obligations. In 1600, Queen Elizabeth I granted a Royal Charter to the East 

India Company to create the world’s first commercial corporation.554 It was a total 

monopoly that colonised large parts of the Indian Subcontinent, Southeast Asia, and 

Hong Kong (after the First Opium War), and grew into an enormous empire. Its wealth 

rivalled the British state and it had the territorial powers of a government. It ruled over a 

fifth of the world’s population with a private army of a quarter of a million soldiers at its 

height (twice the size of the British Army). It subsequently became involved in the highly 

lucrative opium trade into China, and is a terrible example of government-backed 

support for drug trafficking555 It was also involved in the slave trade. 

In 1670 The Governor and Company of Adventurers of England Trading into 

Hudson's Bay (now the Hudson’s Bay Company) was incorporated with a royal charter 

from King Charles II. It granted a monopoly encompassing almost 8 million square 

kilometers (apparently 10 times the size of the Holy Roman Empire at its height).556 

While the Hudson Bay Company served purposes of building wealth, empire building 

was its ultimate goal. Initially, Indigenous people benefited greatly from exchanging furs 

for European goods. However, as with the East India Company, these trading activities 

also kept the lands effected under British control as a wedge for colonization. In North 

America, several subsequent English chartered companies served for purposes 

primarily related to colonizing such as the London Company, the Plymouth Company 

and the Massachussetts Bay Company. 

Today the existence of corporations that dominate the world are taken for 

granted. In the annals of history, however, they have only been around for four hundred 

years or so—emerging about the same time as the notion of capitalism (which has now 

become the dominant economic system throughout the world). While capitalism is 

based on a system of individual or corporate ownership of capital goods, Indigenous 

tribes of the world lived largely in collectives by way of a subsistence economy—relying 

on natural resources to provide for basic needs. The individualistic nature of 

corporations may be one reason that collective-oriented Indigenous people have 
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reservations about them (no pun intended). Some ask how the good of all may be 

insured if people are focussed only on their individual wellbeing. 

A valid reason for Indigenous people to fear capitalism and corporations is that 

they were vehicles of European colonization. There is no question that such early 

corporations were essentially arms of Imperial powers that led to the subjugation, 

enslavement, and deaths of millions of people. They were complicit in the taking of 

Indigenous lands and resources, and the destruction of language and cultures. The 

racism and assumed superiority, though common for European nations of the time, is 

still extremely repugnant to those Indigenous who were colonized. Indigenous people 

have every right to harbour such feelings. Those early corporations, however, were very 

specific entities from a far less enlightened era. If a car runs someone over, there is no 

sense in blaming the car. The fault lies with the driver of the car—not the vehicle. Even 

though Indigenous people are justified in associating blame with the 

corporations/governments of the earlier time, it makes no sense to tar modern 

corporations or capitalism with the same brush. Like money, corporations are a useful 

tool of capitalist economies. While they can be misused, they can also be used 

beneficially to generate wealth and to make the lives of Indigenous people better.  

The problem that many have with corporations today is that some have grown in 

scale and influence to once again rival the powers of small countries. In many cases, 

they have created monoplies concentrating wealth and power in the hands of the few. 

These are valid issues which raise many serious questions as to what kind of society 

can be borne out of corporations. Perhaps the communal ideas of Indigenous people 

might be integrated to create a more people-friendly capitalist system. However, 

exploring such solutions is beyond the scope of inquiry here. While acknowledging such 

concerns, there is no point in throwing the baby out with the bathwater. Corporations in 

a capitalist system still remain a highly useful vehicle for the potential development of 

Indigenous communities.  

To comprehend further why they are needed, it is important to understand the 

different focus between corporations and communities. Community governments serve 

social welfare purposes while corporations generate profit for their shareholders. To 

create wealth for social welfare purposes, community governments are not an 

appropriate vehicle—particularly if they have no taxation powers. Seeking to do this is 

like bringing a knife to a gunfight with predictable results. The differences in focus 

between these enities is set out in Figure 8. 557  
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CORPORATE TRIBE/COMMUNITY 

Profit Driven Social Welfare Driven 
Business Planning Big Picture Holistic Planning 
Cost Control Budget-Based Control 
Entrepreneur, CEO Tribal/Community Bureaucracy, Chief 
Reward System Patronage/Political System 
Product Competition Organization/Political Competition 
Focus on needs Focus on Rights/Politics 
Independent Dependent on Government Transfers 
Short Timeline Long Timeline 
Source: Calvin Helin, Dances with Dependency: Out of Poverty through Self-Reliance, (Woodland Hills, CA:     Ravencrest Publishing, 2008), p. 
193. 

Figure 8 

 

Another way of explaining the fundamental difference is the “bag of bucks 

accounting theory.” This is where corporations start off with an empty bag (initially start-

up capital has to be raised or borrowed) and bucks have to earned and put into it. By 

comparison, an Indigenous community receives a bag full of bucks in the form of 

government transfer payments that must be spent according to a pre-approved line-

item-budget. The corporate focus is on acquiring capital through its activities so that it 

can disburse profits to its investors/shareholders. By contrast, the Indigenous 

community government is focussed on acquiring transfer payments that must be spent 

for social welfare purposes. The fundamental capital aims of these entities are 

diametrically opposed—acquire versus spend. When your bag is empty and you need 

money, corporations are required. Without a tax base, Indigenous governments must 

use corporations to generate their own-source revenue. Like their ancestors, they have 

to figure out how to fill their bags with bucks, or remain debt slaves with outsider control 

over their communities. When one considers that Indigenous people also have growing 

power over lands and resources, this presents an opportunity for a more sustainable 

model of community-driven capitalism. 

In their current situation, Indigenous people must overcome their fears of 

engaging in commerce to become more than they are now. It makes no sense wasting 

valuable energy on being afraid to take chances and resenting those who do. 

Communities remain is dire poverty at this pace. Indigenous roots in money and trade 

also need to be acknowledged. Economics and commerce are simply tools to be used. 

While they can be employed to create unfairness they can also be used for the good 

purpose of creating equality and Indigenous wellbeing.  
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Focus on What Can be Controlled 

Incredible change happens …when you decide to take control of what you do have power over instead of craving 
control over what you don’t. 

— Steve Marboli, Life, the Truth, and Being Free 

To be more successful in economic development, Indigenous businesses should 

focus on what they can control as set out in figure 9. As in personal life, all those issues 

over which you do not have control over should be acknowledged, but otherwise they 

are simply a needless distraction. 

Examples of Factors Affecting Enterprise Outcomes Degree of Indigenous Control 

 Low Medium High 

External economic conditions X   

Market Behavior X   

Competition X   

External Regulatory Environment X   

Federal/Provincial policy X   

Clarity about enterprise objectives   X 

The politics-business connection   X 

Composition, purpose, and power of corporate boards   X 

Independent resolution of disputes  X  

Community education   X 

Good business practices   X 
Source: Stephen Cornell, What Makes First Nations Enterprises Successful?, Joint Occassional Papers on Native Affairs, No. 2006-02, p. 7. 
Online Source. Page. 
https://hpaied.org/sites/default/files/publications/What%20Makes%20First%20Nations%20Enterprises%20Successful.pdf.  

Figure 9 

 

Acknowledging Obstacles 

Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off your goals. 
— Henry Ford 

Indigenous people are poor because they were purposely deprived from 

accessing the resources that traditionally sustained them. They were taken off of their 

lands, and deliberately subjugated by creating what is now trans-generational 

dependency. The internal social issues that such communities face are staggering, but 

it is important to realistically summarize them in order to be able deal with them. To 

explain continuing community-based reservation poverty, Harvard Professors Stephen 

Cornell and Joseph Kalt have suggested a host of reasons.558 This list has been 

updated as follows: 

 Communities and individuals lack 

o  access to financial capital 

o human capital (education, skills, technical expertise) and the means to 

develop it 

https://hpaied.org/sites/default/files/publications/What%20Makes%20First%20Nations%20Enterprises%20Successful.pdf
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 Reservations 

o  lack effective planning 

o are subject to over-planning and not enough action 

o have inadequate infrastructure, physical resources and locational 

incentives 

o are poor in natural resources 

o have natural resources, but lack sufficient control over them 

o are disadvantaged by their distance from markets and the high costs of 

transportation  

o have excessive federal regulations, and there is stringent zoning and 

environmental enforcement which impose greater costs on business 

 Communities 

o have unworkable and/or externally imposed systems of government  

o cannot persuade investors to locate on reservations because of intense 

competition from non-Indigenous communities  

 The rapid turnover of Indigenous governments creates uncertainty and an 

unfavorable business climate 

 Federal and state/provincial policies are counterproductive and/or discriminatory  

 The federal bureacracy is inept, corrupt, and/or disinterested in reservation 

development  

 Non-Indian outsiders control or confound tribal decision making 

 Community politicians and bureaucrats are inept or corrupt 

 On-reservation factionalism and dysfunction destroys stability in community 

decisions 

 The instability (including corruption) of community government keeps outsiders 

from investing 

 Reservation savings rates are low 

 Entrepreneurial skills and experience are scarce 

 There is weak business management from Indigenous governments because of 

key differences between private sector and Indigenous government methods of 

financing and operation 

 Non-Indian management techniques won’t work on the reservation. 

 Non-Indian management techniques will work, but are absent  

 Tribal cultures get in the way  

 The long-term effects of racism have undermined self-confidence  

 Alcoholism, drugs and other social problems are destroying community human 

capital 

 Educated Indigenous people move away from communities due to lack of 

employment, and opportunities. Lateral violence, and a toxic atmosphere is 

recently said to be a deterrent to staying on reserves. 
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While these obstacles remain, the following chapter shows dramatically how they 

have been overcome by Indigenous populations and communities. As well, not all 

communities face these challenges. They can absolutely be overcome—the difference 

being that the road to surmounting such obstacles may be longer (for the less-

economically developed). Across the United States formerly powerless Indigenous 

tribes have successfully reformed their governance systems in various ways to achieve 

impressive results. The Osage Nation of Oklahoma listened to their peoples request to 

form a government that came from the people. The lessons that can be taken from their 

experience in nation-building is that the process should be inclusive and community-

driven—one that is overseen by an independent and autonomous reform 

commission.559 The San Carlos Apache Tribe created and empowered the Elders 

Cultural Advisory Council as keepers of traditional wisdom who play an active role in 

governmental affairs, cultural matters, leadership responsibilities and language 

preservation. It is involved in all activities underlying traditional Apache values of self-

reliance, respect, and their deep connection to nature.560 Similarly, the Gila River Indian 

Community empowered the Akimel/O’odham/Pee-Posh Youth Council. It deals with the 

significant problems youth are facing and provides a role for their training and input into 

the communities government and activities.561 

As discussed previously, sovereignty/self-government—the power to make 

decisions about their own futures—is the foremost development asset Indigenous 

nations possess (and a precursor to sustainable economic development). In itself it is 

not sufficient to overcome the problems faced but it requires institutions, adequacy, 

appropriatness, and effective development strategies. Sovereignty/Self-government will 

be effective when it is backed with strong institutions. These must be able to pass the 

tests of adequacy—where institutions are effective at solving the problems of managing 

their societies;  appropriateness—where tribal institutions can work in the abstract while 

fitting with the informal institutions (the culturally derived norms and preferred ways of 

doing things) of the tribal community, and; having an effective development strategy—

being able to choose the economic policies and the specific development projects to 

pursue.562 

What Can be Done Immediately? 

Failure is simply the opportunity to begin again, this time more intelligently. 
— Henry Ford 

To create community wellbeing, the importance of governance, institutions, and 

creating an effective development strategy was already discussed for the United States. 

To promote Indigenous economic development in Canada, Professor Tom Flanagan 

concludes that there are several comparable points that need to be addressed. These 
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include governance, leadership, creating a cultural match through existing avenues, and 

strategically using available community assets. 

As discussed previously, there are compelling demographic reasons for national 

governments to address these issues. Instead of being an obstacle, they should be 

seen as an opportunity setting an agenda for Indigenous development and prosperity. In 

Canada, this is particularly important in the natural resources sector where Indigenous 

nations have the constitutional power to delay or eventually terminate563 important 

nationally-beneficial projects. The courts have determined that when their rights are 

impacted “consultation and accomodation” is required. This power can be used to 

potentially, stop, delay, or modify such projects, and has resulted in indigenous nations 

racking-up the most impressive legal winning streak in resource sector history—with 

over 250 court rulings in their favour.564  

Where governments have sought to force through developments it has led to 

huge civil unrest. In 2012, the Indigenous people of Canada started a mass protest 

movement that became known as Idle No More.565 Author Douglas Bland, a retired 

Lieutenant Colonel for the Canadian Armed Forces566 wrote that the, “Idle No More 

movement of 2012-2013 has been driven primarily by the mobilization of Aboriginal 

youth, many articulate and creative, others angry and disconnected, is a perfect 

illustration of the cumulative effect of Canada’s inability to ensure full Indigenous 

participation in its wealth and quality of life.”567 He argued that a form of Indigenous 

unity not seen before had taken hold, fuelled by the realization that, as Canada’s natural 

resources industries move farther into “Indian country,” the nation’s economy has 

become increasingly vulnerable.568 In 2020, a nation-wide protest similarly shut down 

the national rail system. Civil disobedience as a tactic has seen immense growth 

throughout the West with similar protests such as Black Lives Matter.  

While the laws and social climate differ for Indigenous people from nation to 

nation, the seeds of unrest exist in all poor populations. It would be wise for 

governments to anticipate and be sensitive to such growing discontent. It just makes 

good sense to be flexible and adaptable. By taking real action to address Indigenous 

issues, they will in turn address the larger demographic issues previously presented as 

those presented by retiring populations.  

An Agenda for Action 

You will never plough a field by turning it over in your mind. 
— Irish Proverb 

If change is to take place, Indigenous communities and governments must be 

committed to an agenda for action to become “makers,” not just of their economic future 

but their destinies. Leaders have to prepare their communities for needed change. They 
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can do this by understanding and explaining the existing limitations of the current 

governance system and that they are simply seeking to retake the self-reliance and self-

determination power of their ancestor’s. In pursuing such changes, they are not 

kowtowing to a colonial system but evolving to retake power and control over their lives. 

Extensive community consultation will be required because the legitimacy of any new 

governance model depends on the support of its community citizens. With a strategic 

plan to move forward, the community should begin the evolution to positive change by 

following through with action.  

At the same time, there should be consultations with external governments about 

devolving the control that a community needs for making its own decisions. External 

governments and their bureaucracies should make change a priority. As an ally of 

Indigenous people (not enabler), the government should see itself as a partner in 

creating mutual prosperity and as a supporter of sustainable Indigenous development. 

However, in the interim they may take immediate action in the following areas: 

Education: A commitment should be made for greater educational funding. A 

significant portion of such funding might be used to specifically encourage Indigenous 

high school students to focus on math, sciences, and economics, and; post secondary 

students to pursue education with a focus in the areas of business, science, finance, 

economics, law, and technology. Funding students should be merit based (based on 

grades) to avoid awarding assistance on the basis of nepotism, favourtism, etc. 

Economic: Indigenous people outside of Canada may look to setting up the 

equivalent of a First Nations Finance Authorty. This is an organization that allows 

Indigenous governments to work together as a pool of borrowers to access low interest 

rates—like municipalities—for community infrastructure and business projects (loans 

backed by community assets). 

 

Governments should look at passing expedited legislation that would set up Special 

Economic Zones on Indigenous lands. These are economic areas intended to promote 

economic growth and export. They use support measures to attract targeted domestic 

and foreign direct investment. They could provide the following benefits: 

 

 Regulatory relief from non-essential regulations 

 Expedited approval for projects 

 Areas where goods may be landed, stored, handled, manufactured, or 

reconfigured and re-exported under specific customs regulation and are not 

subject to customs duty 

 Tax breaks to Indigenous and/or investing corporations 



203 

 Perhaps focus attention on businesses that may create immediate well-

paying jobs such as technology centers, call centers etc. 

 

The government could also look into a host of Financing Incentives. One of the 

biggest obstacles to the development of Indigenous business is difficulty in raising 

capital. Several options might be explored such as creating an Indigenous Prosperity 

Fund. At the suggestion of (and in consultation with) the author, the province of Alberta 

was the first jurisdiction in Canada to set up such a fund—the Alberta Indigenous 

Opportunities Corporation. Its mandate is to assist Indigenous communities to 

participate in natural resource projects. It also provides legal and economic backing 

through the life-cycle of the entire deal. It is a multi-billion dollar fund and is very helpful 

to Indigenous people seeking to participate in such projects. However, its limitations to 

investing in asset-backed projects are not helpful for Indigenous start-ups. An 

Indigenous Prosperity Fund 2.0 might address this issue. For all entrepreneurs the first 

money is hardest to get and this fund can focus on this area. It could potentially be a 

partnership between private venture capital groups, social investment funds, and 

government corporations.  

Another potential incentive is to create an Indigenous focussed variant of the 

Immigrant Investor Program (known as EB-5 In the United States) with benefits of 

Investment flowing to Indigenous businesses. Essentially, potential immigrants would 

receive accelerated immigration consideration for investing in Indigenous community 

businesses. Another potential inducement is to establish Indigenous Flow-through 

shares (similar to mining industry in Canada). This would create tax deductible  

expenses from Indigenous companies to flow through to tax payers in exchange for 

investment capital. An Indigenous Investment Tax Credit could be established as has 

been done in the United States in the form of the New Markets Tax Credits Program. 

This provides tax credits to individuals or corporations that invest in job creation or 

material improvements in low-income communities. 

Provincial/State and federal governments can establish Sole-source 

Procurement Contracts for Indigenous Corporations. In the United States this has 

already been done. However, it could be modified to increase the contracting limits as 

has been done in Alaska to great effect. Canada has created the federal Procurement 

Strategy for Aboriginal Business. By accounts, it is too bureaucratic and too restrictive, 

and has had little impact. As one entrepreneur, noted, “it is all hat and no cattle.” More 

proactive versions of Resource Sharing Royalties might also be explored. Instead of 

being simply “takers,” of passive royalty income (which exludes the develop of the 

required institutions), these could be tied to preferential contracting and employment, 

possible equity in the incoming resource companies, and the development of 

Indigenous institutions. 



204 

Governments should also commit to the rapid analysis of barriers to business 

and financing in Indigenous communities with the intention to amend policy and laws to 

accommodate development. A national Indigenous Prosperity Council can be created. 

Its purpose would be to advise federal and provincial/state government on economic 

issues and policy for Indigenous people. It could provide support, direction, and 

legitimacy for major natural resource developments of nations. It might additionally 

provide background information on the state of Indigenous economic development and 

economic advice on: 

 How to strategically create more engagement, equity participation, business 

contracting, and employment for indigenous communities 

 Structuring government economic initiatives to create greatest returns for 

Indigenous communities 

 Environmental issues (and how to avoid them) in relation to major development 

projects 

 Indigenous appointments to government corporate and not-for-profit boards. 
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Chapter 16 

Power Through Economic Development 

It is better to have less thunder in the mouth and more lightning in the hand.  
— Apache proverb 

The previous two chapters examined governance and institutions with ideas on 

how Indigenous communities can move forward to take their unused power. In the past 

there has often been too much thunder in the mouths and minds of some and not 

enough lightening in their hands. Recognizing the vital importance of economic self-

sufficiency to self-determination, Cherokee economist, Rebecca Adamson, founded the 

First Nations Development Institute in 1980 which created the first American microloan 

fund. She later founded First Peoples Worldwide, an organization that makes grants to 

Indigenous commmunities promoting Indigenous self-determination in over 60 

countries. She summed up a growing view of Indigenous people towards development 

and commerce as, “In every Indigenous community I've been in, they absolutely do 

want community infrastructure and they do want development, but they want it on their 

own terms. They want to be able to use their national resources and their assets in a 

way that protects and sustains them.”569 She said that their territories are the source of 

Indigenous wealth, and major assets, but they want to pursue development so, “they 

can achieve and maintain a livelihood” for current and future generations.  

The path to power has already been shown by some other trailblazing leaders 

and communities. In some cases conditions were favorable to their rise, but they 

importantly they ran with the opportunities they were presented with. There are some 

surprisingly good examples of how this has been done. This chapter will examine the 

growth of Indigenous commercial interests in United States, Canada, and New Zealand. 

A Snapshot of Native American Enterprise 

When native nations make their own decisions…they consistently out-perform external decision makers. 

— The Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Sovereignty Matters
570 

According to the 2010 Census, 5.2 million people in the United States identified 

as American Indian and Alaska Native (either alone or in combination with one or more 

other races). Out of this total, 2.9 million people identified solely as American Indian or 

Alaska Native. This population experienced rapid growth, increasing by 18 percent from 

2000 to 2010—the total U.S. population comparatively grew by 9.7 percent. 571 The 

result is an Indigenous population increasing almost twice as fast as the U.S. total.572 

In 2000, Indians on reservations had real per capita income of US$7,942 

compared with $21,587 for the average U.S. resident; 39 percent lived in poverty 

compared with 9 percent of white Americans; and the Indian unemployment rate was 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/534929?ref=indigenous-people
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/534929?ref=indigenous-people
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/534929?ref=indigenous-people
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/534929?ref=indigenous-people
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/534929?ref=indigenous-people
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/534929?ref=indigenous-people
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nearly four times greater than the U.S. average.573 In the 2010 census, American Indian 

and Alaska Natives were in the bottom of major American ethnic/race population groups 

with a median household income of $34,821 (the only group lower were African 

Americans at $33,568—Asian Americans were the highest with $67,142).574  

A past study between 1990 and 2000 of censuses indicated that, although 

substantial gaps remain between America’s Native population and the mainstream, 

rapid economic development is taking place. In this period they had experienced; 

substantial growth in income per capita (substantially outstripping the increase in real 

per capita income for the U.S. as a whole); poverty and unemployment rates have 

dropped, and; housing overcrowding has decreased (particularly in Indian areas without 

gaming).575 While the general poverty is extreme, the focus on economic development 

is improving the wellbeing of Indigenous Americans. The discussion below will examine 

the impact of the gaming industry, the natural resource industry, and Alaska Native 

corporations (whose revenues have historically been based on natural resource 

developments). These sectors serve as examples of Indigenous Americans 

rediscovering their pre-Columbian entrepreneurial stride. 

The Gaming Industry 

The range of activities they’re involved in [i.e., gaming tribes] goes against the media image of Indian casinos. 
They’re into everything from sewage treatment to high-tech manufacturing. 

— Professor Joseph Kalt, Co-Director of Harvard Project
576 

In America in 2016, the 244 federally-recognized gaming tribes operated over 

425 casinos across 28 states. Statistics show that tribal gross gaming revenue grew by 

4.4 percent over the previous year representing a record $31.2 billion577—exceeding 43 

percent of all gaming revenue in the United States.578 Of this amount, 57 percent (about 

$17.7 billion) of the total revenue came from small and mid-sized facilities in rural or 

underserved communities that generated less than $25 million in revenue for the year. 

An analysis of 2014 data revealed that tribal gaming provided $96.6 billion in output 

(value of sales), 635,000 jobs (measured as FTEs), $33.2 billion in wages to 

employees, and $16.0 billion in taxes and direct payments to federal, state and local 

governments.579  

A 2000 Harvard study of 100 communities across the United States—24 non-

Indigenous and 16 Indigenous—came to some interesting conclusions about the impact 

of casinos.580 It found that they have substantial beneficial economic and social impacts 

on surrounding non-Indigenous communities that was measurably greater than the 

impact of non-Indigenous casinos. This was attributed to the fact that they were located 

in relatively depressed areas that had lower average incomes prior to the casino 

introduction. As well, based on 30 indicators of economic and social health, they found 

no evidence of harmful economic or social impacts.   
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No matter which way you look at it, such gaming revenues have a significant 

impact on the economies of many states, and they are drivers of employment and 

revenue in the national economy. Tribes have used this revenue stream to diversify into 

a host of unrelated industries. While there is an ongoing debate about the social merits 

of such an industry, it certainly has provided gaming tribes with growing political and 

economic clout, and employment. 

The Natural Resources Industry 

From the late nineteenth to late twentieth centuries, Native Americans were afforded mostly a passive role in 
mineral extraction and often saw their mineral-rich lands expropriated under federal legislation designed to 
transfer land rights to white settlers. Yet some tribes retained lands that contain potentially vast amounts of 

mineral wealth, and they have taken an increasingly larger role in managing these assets. 

— Maura Grogan, Rebecca Morse, and April Youpee-Roll
581 

There is no question that Indigenous Americans are some of the poorest people 

in the nation living on reservations that often completely isolate them from maintream 

educational and economic opportunities. In such circumstances, they have often been 

forced to rely on subsistence living (where possible) and federal support. In this context, 

natural resource development can be the only lifeline available to improve their well-

being, and potential prosperity. An example is the Hopi Tribe where their coal revenues 

accounted for 85 percent of their budget in 2018.582  

The natural resources contained on tribal lands have been critical to Indigenous 

prosperity, and to the America nationally. The authors of a 2011 report cite a senior 

government official who stated that, “If mining has been crucial to national growth, tribal 

mineral resources have been crucial to the mining industry.”583 It is estimated that 

Indigenous lands contain about, “30 percent of the coal found west of the Mississippi, 

up to 50 percent of potential uranium reserves, and as much as 20 percent of known 

natural gas and oil reserves.”584 A high ranking government official estimated that 

Native American lands contain over 5 billion barrels of oil, 37 trillion cubic feet of natural 

gas, and 53 billion tons of coal (that was technically recoverable with technologies as of 

2000).585 Many tribal corporations themselves are partnering up to drill for oil and gas 

on their lands which creates employment, and revenue for tribal members. In addition, 

many tribes are well positioned to develop renewable energy resources in wind, solar, 

biomass, geothermal and hydropower. Apparently, their lands may also contain rare 

earth minerals (which are increasingly used in technology manufacturing) as well as a 

host of other precious metals and minerals.  

The Indigenous people of Alaska—through 13 Native Regional and 225 Village 

corporations—are an example of how natural resource developments can be harnessed 

on their terms to raise living standards. As a result, they have become major power 

players in the $50 billion-plus GDP state economy. In 2016, twenty Native corporations 
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(8 Villages and 12 Regional areas) were in the top 49-biggest Alaska companies. In 

2014, the revenues from these corporations topped $11 billion. This represented 74 

percent of this elite group’s revenue, 64 percent of total Alaskan jobs, and 84 percent of 

all employees working in the 49 companies!586 This is how Alaska’s Indigenous have 

taken back their power—real economic lightening in their hands. Alaska Business 

Magazine reported that their success, “…is due in part to a host of multi-faceted 

factors including exceptional leadership, evolving business models, shareholder-

focused missions, and continuous diversification.”587 [Emphasis added] The federal 

procurement program has also played a significant role in their their economic rise. 

With 44 million acres of selected lands throughout Alaska, such Native 

corporations are the largest landowners and by far the biggest players in the natural 

resource development industry. By partnering with industry, these corporations fulfill 

economic goals while offsetting village life plagued “...by seasonal jobs, high 

unemployment and welfare.”588 Just twelve of the regional Native corporations and 

several village corporations in Alaska employ 58,000 people worldwide, with about 

16,000 of those jobs in the state (bringing revenue back to Alaska). Though they were 

initially engaged in the development of natural resources, they have diversified their 

operations into other business ventures—both inside and outside the state, and 

internationally. By doing this, tribal leaders have recognized that business and natural 

resource development can have massive constructive impacts on their communities, 

and individual well-being. 

The Rise of the New Zealand Māori 

Māori and Iwi [tribes] increasingly contribute and play a major role in New Zealand’s economy. Māori contribution 
to the New Zealand economy is multi-faceted and includes the primary sector, natural resources, small and medium 

enterprises and tourism. 

— Ministry of Business Innovation & Employment
589 

While the Māori were the first group to arrive in New Zealand from East 

Polynesia between 1250 and 1300 CE, it wasn’t until the 18th century that the initial 

permanent European settlers arrived.590 As the Europeans prospered, by 1896 the 

Māori population dramatically declined from 86,000 to just 42,000—due primarily to 

infectious diseases, and war with the newcomers. According to 2016 census data, there 

were 723,500 Māori comprising 15.4 percent of the national resident population.591 As 

with most Indigenous populations, the Māori are unfairly represented in the areas of 

child mortality, infectious disease, mental health and addictions, life expectancy, 

unemployment, education and imprisonment.592 

In the past, European-descendant income in New Zealand was $580 per week 

(NZ$30,160 per year) compared to $459 per week ($23,868 per year) for Māori.593 The 

wealth distribution in New Zealand in 2003/04 was skewed with the wealthiest 10 
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percent of New Zealanders owning 52 percent of the wealth, while the poorest 50 

percent owned just 5 percent. The ethnic distribution of wealth was even starker with 

Europeans at that time enjoying 93 percent of the reported wealth and the Māori having 

4 percent.594  

While statistics tend to show generally that the Māori suffer similar demographic 

trends as other Indigenous populations worldwide, they have impressively closed the 

gap through investing in education and wealth creation. Figure 10 shows the growth of 

the Māori commericial asset base went from NZ$7.5 billion in 2001 to $16.5 billion in 

2006 (a growth of 83 percent).595 From 2010 to 2013 this number jumped from $37 to 

$43 billion and is over $70 billion today.596 In addition, in 2016 the top-10 Māori  

 

 

 

businesses alone approached $5 billion in assets.597 In the same year Māori Iwi (tribes) 

alone had $6 billion in assets (representing 6.1 percent of the total New Zealand asset 

base) which could double to $12 billion by 2026.598  

Using the same metrics to analyze the “Māori economy” as they would for the 

national economy, Te Puni Kokori (the Minstry of Māori Development) came to some 

surprising conclusions: 

 The Māori economy is more profitable than the general economy, has a higher 

savings rate and is a net lender to the general economy. 
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 Māori households contribute more in tax than they receive in benefits and other 

fiscal transfers. 

 The Māori economy has grown faster since 1997 than the general economy and 

is “poised for continued expansion”. 

 The Māori economy is more exposed to international trade than the general 

economy and this offers “important opportunities and challenges.” 

 The apparent trade-off between Māoriness (i.e., the quality of being a Māori 

which would include language, culture, worldview, etc.) and economic success is 

actually mostly a failure of the existing institutions to reconcile the two. 

 There are difficulties getting finance but Māori institutions themselves, which 

have high retained profits, could fill the gap.599 

Since 1975 there has been significant treaty claims and settlements that have 

provided the Māori with lands, cash, and sometimes preferential access to natural 

resources. While it would be impossible to separate any Indigenous group from their 

political infighting, the Māori did eventually rise above such tribal tendencies—wisely 

investing in the educational and economic horses to pull the cart for language, culture 

and 21st century opportunities. They clearly understood that without a robust economic 

and educational foundation they would not be truly effective in securing a future of self-

reliance and prosperity. This approach has allowed them to largely achieve their 

aspirations for culturally specific and self-determined development.  

Māori commercial success was achieved by setting up over 27,000 trusts and 

corporations that now preside over 1.2 million hectares of New Zealand land. Of these 

lands, 62 percent are pastoral, 27 percent forestry, 10 percent dairy, and almost 1 

percent horticulture and arable. They also own over 50 percent of all fisheries nationally 

which is hugely significant since New Zealand has an Exclusive Economic Zone of 1.3 

million square nautical miles (about 15 times its land mass) and major aquaculture 

holdings. As well, they are an emerging power in viticulture, horticulture, commercial 

property, energy, and tourism.  

The general Māori long-term philosophy towards business was described by the 

Chairman of one corporate trust, Traci Houpapa, as, “…we endorsed a 100-year 

strategic plan that builds on the founding principles: 1) to retain ownership; (2) tread 

lightly upon the land; (3) engage with the local community; and (4) ensure our 

mokopuna’s [grandchildren’s] mokopuna [grandchildren] live a healthier, wealthier 

life.”600 They have clearly shown how to use economic intelligence to take back their 

power within their cultural framework. It should be acknowledged though that such unity 

of purpose is easier in a small country whose Indigenous population shares the same 

language and culture. By comparison, in Canada there are over 60 Indigenous 

languages grouped into 12 distinct language families, while in America there are over 
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154 languages (down from the estimated three hundred that existed in pre-Columbian 

times). 

Hard at work in Indigenous Canada 

Recent progress in economic development gives rise to hope for a brighter future. … Transforming Aboriginal 
economies from dependence to self-reliance will not be easy.  

— Report on Royal Commission Report on Aboriginal Peoples
601 

 

According to 2016 census data, the Indigenous people of Canada (First Nations, 

Metis and Inuit) represent nearly 1.7 million people—about 5 percent of the national 

population.602 It has grown four times as fast as the non-Indigenous population. It is 

younger (32.1-years versus 42.9) and there is a growing population over 65 (growing to 

7 percent from 4.8 percent a decade earlier). The rate of growth in the total Indigenous 

population is projected to substantially alter the make-up of the provinces of Manitoba 

and Saskatchewan. Statistics Canada projects that the Indigenous population will make 

up 18.5 to 22.7 percent of the total population in Saskatchewan, and from 17.6 percent 

to 21.3 percent in Manitoba.603 Population growth factors include very high fertility rates, 

increased life expectancy and the growing sense of self—i.e., changes in the way that 

people self-identify on the census. These population changes have been described as, 

a demographic double-whammy with rapid population growth (both younger and older) 

while incomes remain low. Median personal income for Aboriginal people is just 

CA$25,526 (compared with $34,604 for the rest of the country). Nearly one-quarter live 

below the poverty threshold.”604  

The economic reality is much grimmer for the on-reserve population. Of the 367 

reserves for which there was data in the 2016 census, 297 (81 percent) had median 

incomes below the poverty line ($22,133), and 27 reported incomes below $10,000.605 

This is the harsh economic reality driving people from reserves to urban areas. Now 

only 44.2 percent of the Indigenous population live on-reserve. This has resulted in the 

on-reserve population increasing by a mere 12.8 percent while being rapidly outpaced 

by a 49 percent increase in off-reserve population.606 

As with others worldwide, Canada’s Indigenous are tarred with the same general 

post-colonial economic conditions. However, as with New Zealand and United States, 

the Indigenous people in Canada are also on the move upward. In more advanced 

jurisdictions607, there currently are many Indigenous governments creating own-source 

revenues. There is also a burst in individual wealth creation from Indigenous 

entrepreneurs. A recent report showed broad recognition of the value created by 

Canada’s 43,000 Indigenous entrepreneurs whose contributions can clearly fuel the 

economic growth of the nation.608 
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A 2011 special report in Canada disclosed that Indigenous businesses were 

fostering strong income growth with income from various sources expected to have 

risen to CA$32 billion by 2016.609 Figure 11 shows the growth trend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving. 
— Albert Einstein 

Indigenous people have learned the basic Business 101 lesson: if another party 

(such as the government) controls your finances/market, then they are in a position of 

controlling your destiny (which could put you out of business). While Indigenous 

development runs the gamut from very undeveloped to very sophisticated, all tribes 

were once at the same place. The lessons of the more advanced Indigenous peoples 

can provide inspiration and a guide to less developed groups. The reality is that 

balanced economic activity and growth is just as important to the standard of living of 

Indigenous people as it is to everyone else. To paraphrase Chief Sitting Bull when you 

find anything good in the whiteman’s road (such as economic development) Indigenous 

people should pick it up. It is only through such a commitment that they can consolidate 

their political control over their territories, develop capable and independent institutions 

of government, self-fund their cultures and languages, and select principled leadership. 
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At the same time, it should also be recognized how economic development in 

some areas of the globe can be threatening to Indigenous peoples. Where mega 

infrastructure projects, investments in extractive industries and large-scale agriculture 

do not involve, or do not have the support of Indigenous people, they can be threats to 

their everyday life and their ability to maintain their land, livelihood and culture. This is 

not what is being recommended here. Development should be completed in the right 

spirit of cooperation. As with all marriages, such development must be done under the 

umbrella of compromise, mutual respect, and above all—trust. Those with experience in 

dealing with indigenous communities can attest to the fact that trust can take twenty 

years to earn and two minutes to lose. The basis in dealing with indigenous people 

should be the same as in all win-win relationships: respect-respect, trust-trust, patience-

patience, compromise-compromise, and share-share. If governments, corporations, and 

indigenous communities are going to do the development dance together they must 

keep in mind the old saying that “it takes two to tango.”  

Parties to natural resource development must take responsibility for their actions, 

understanding they will likely be involved in a complex situation that requires two willing 

and fair-minded parties to succeed. At the end of the day, Indigenous people have to 

carefully weigh environmental impacts against economic and other priorities. Openness 

and discussion should provide an opportunity for all parties. When this is done in good 

faith and agreements can be reached. Sustainable business and natural resource 

development can be harnessed to earn good money to improve the lives of indigenous 

people worldwide. In this examination, it is also clearly understood that many 

indigenous people do not share the “advantages” of those in developed worlds; 

however, lessons learned may provide instructive lessons for all. 
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Chapter 17 

Education 

Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.  
— Nelson Mandela  

Life is a competive struggle and always has been. Charles Darwin suggested 

that since competition drove adaptation, those most adaptable to change survive the 

best. Today, the single most important tool for adapting to change is education. 

Confucius understood this almost 3,000 years ago—promoting universal education as a 

means for polishing human stones into “gems.” The Chinese proverb, “A book holds a 

house of gold (书中自有黄金屋),” captures their high regard for learning. They realized 

that through education destiny could be a matter of choice, not chance. There was no 

point in idly waiting for what might be achieved from effort with a proven and powerful 

tool for repeatable success. Today, their scholastic results speak for themselves. In 

almost every country where they reside, Chinese are top academic acheivers. 

According to a British study, the reason education is valued so highly is that it is a 

fundamental pillar of who they are culturally—setting them apart from one another, and 

other ethnic groups.610  

While economic development is fundamental for Indigenous progress, 

sustainable nations will similarly need to be built on investment in education. People 

and the knowledge and skill that they possess, are just as critical to building their 

communities as they are to anyone else. American educator and philosopher John 

Dewey suggested that education should not be thought of as preparation for later life 

but that we should, “make of it the full meaning of present life .” He thought that there 

was no such thing as educational value in the abstract and that past views about 

traditional education reduced learning to, “a diet of predigested materials.” He proposed 

that education was only truly effective when students were able to connect current 

knowledge to prior experiences and knowledge. This notion links very strongly to 

Indigenous peoples, many of whom advised that to enjoy the knowledge and the 

practices of their culture they needed to be connected to their traditional lands and the 

experiences of generations derived from it.   

Now education is widely regarded as critical to development. Other research has 

found that education levels are one of the clearest indicators of life outcomes for 

employment, income, and social status.611 Worldwide education is recognized as the 

most powerful agent of change for improving health, livelihoods, social stability, and for 

driving long-term economic growth. UNESCO suggests that 420 million people would be 

lifted out of hardship with secondary education—reducing global poverty by half. A child 

whose mother could read is 50% more likely to live past the age of 5, and providing 12 
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years of quality education to girls worldwide would increase their lifetime earnings by an 

estimated US$15 to $30 trillion globally!612   

In other words, education and poverty are directly linked. This is why so many 

impoverished people on the planet sacrifice so much to ensure their children are 

educated. The lack of access to education is a major predictor that poverty will pass 

from one generation to the next.613 For communities, greater access to education can 

be an equalizer, improving the overall health and the longevity of a society. It is most 

effective because it promotes economic growth by providing skills for better employment 

opportunities and greater income. UNESCO suggests further that 60 million people 

could escape poverty if all adults had just two more years of schooling, and their 

earnings could be increased by approximately 10% for each year.614  

In the Americas, early Indigenous populations were characterized as master 

adapters who initially adjusted to thrive in the most harsh environments. Were it not for 

the intervening period of colonialism (which created complacency and dependency), 

they surely would would have valued the opportunities education presents—just as they 

had taken to and valued horses, guns, and trade with Europeans. Yet even though they 

are the youngest and fastest growing populations, they are far less educated than those 

in the mainstream. Perhaps, they do not value education (as their ancestors might 

have) because their poverty results in more pressing immediate challenges, while 

others may not fully comprehend its value. However, if Indigenous people are to 

generate the resources necessary to escape poverty, education is one of the most 

critical factors to achieving this. 

Impact of Economic Intelligence and Financial Literacy 

At base, financial literacy is inextricably connected to control over one’s future. 
— Ann Cotton 

If the goal of Indigenous people is to retake their power through economic self-

reliance, education (with a focus on economic intelligence) is essential. Such knowledge 

can help them turn their incomes more efficiently into wealth to provide better 

opportunities for families and communities.615 It is essential to weave an understanding 

of the value of education, and economic intelligence into the fabric of Indigenous 

culture, just as the Chinese and other cultures have. 

Recent research has demonstrated that up to half of wealth inequality may be 

caused by lack of economic intelligence and financial literacy.616 Since Indigenous 

people are generally financially illiterate, they are at an enormous disadvantage. Take 

for example predatory lending (where out of ignorance or indifference), they are most 

likely to pay excessively for financing or services—securing the least competitive 

mortgages, likely paying higher transaction costs and fees, and using high cost 
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borrowing options (such as pawn shops, pay-day loan services, and rent-to-own 

services). The absence of such financial savvy is why Cree comedian Don Burnstick 

jokes, “if you put stuff on a lay away plan at the dollar store—you might be a Redskin.” 

Indigenous people are in the same boat as most other poor people seeking finance 

without any background in economic intelligence or financial literacy. For this reason, 

Professor of Economics and Nobel Prize winner, Robert J. Shiller, suggested that there 

should be, “…government subsidies to offer financial advice for low-income 

people….[and] legal advice…You have rich people with their lawyers and poor people 

who just don’t have a clue.”617  

The lack of education means that they are also likely to earn less income and are 

more likely to be unemployed. Figure 12 below shows family financial outcomes based 

on education (as reproduced from the Economic Research arm of the Federal Reserve 

Bank of St. Louis in Figure 12).618 These results may be extrapolated to apply to 

Indigenous communities and Nations. Data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics  

Family Financial Outcomes Based on Education 

Education* Percentage of 
families 

Median income 
(2013) 

Median wealth 
(2013) 

Wealth-to-
income ratio** 

Millionares 
(family wealth) 

No high school diploma 12% $22,320 $37,766 1.43 1 in 110 

High school diploma 50% $41,190 $95,072 2.15 1 in 18 

Two-or four-year degree 25% $76,293 $273,488 3.45 1 in 14 

Advanced degree 13% $116,265 $689,100 5.58 1 in 2.6 

NOTE:  *Based on the education level of a family headed by someone 40 years of age or older. **This ratio shows how much wealth each group 
has per dollar of income. For example, the ratio for families without high school degrees was 1.43, which means that, on average, for every $1 
of income there was $1.43 if wealth. The ratio is a measure of  how efficient people are at turning income into wealth. 
 
SOURCE: Boshara, Ray: Emmons, William R. and Noeth, Bryan, “The Demographics of Wealth: How Age , Education and Race  Separate Thrivers 
from Strugglers in Today’s Economy, “ Essay No. 2: Education and Wealth, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, May 2015, pp. 4, 5, 9 and 13: 
https://www.stlouisfed.org/~/media/files/pdfs/hfs/essays/hfs-essay-2-2015-education-and-wealth.pdf 

Figure 12 

 

Furthr shows that the unemployment rates for those with less than a high school 

diploma are typically three times higher than those with a bachelor’s degree or higher 

education.619 

These figures clearly demostrate why it is fundamental to have a good general 

education and a knowledge of economic intelligence—understanding that financial 

literacy is critical to creating wealth.620 Since wealth is likely to lead to greater well-

being, an informed understanding of what wealth is, and how to create it is important. 

Basically, people use income to pay taxes, buy goods and services (consume), and 

save. Savings are the monies set aside for future spending and consumption and are an 

essential component of financial planning for building wealth. 

Those with more education (i.e., economic intelligence) also tend to make 

financial decisions that contribute to building wealth. Well-educated people tend to 

https://www.stlouisfed.org/~/media/files/pdfs/hfs/essays/hfs-essay-2-2015-education-and-wealth.pdf
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encourage intelligent practices (such as having some liquid financial assets on hand in 

the event of financial distress, diversification into various financial instruments to reduce 

risk, and keep their debt low relative to their assets). These basic notions are generally 

alien to Indigenous people given that they exist outside the mainstream economy. 

Figure 13 shows the difference between the circumstance of those in mainstream 

society and Indigenous people based on reserves, and possible reasons for differences 

in financial outcomes. 

 Mainstream Society Indigenous Reserves 

Educational level High Low 

Social & Financial Wellbeing High Very Low 

Assets Owned High  Very Low 

Reasons for Lack of Economic Intelligence & Financial Literacy 
Income High because have to work to pay all 

bills to survive. People are taught to 
realize value of education to wellbeing. 

Very low because usually not many 
opportunities to work. Many survive off 
of welfare and don’t value education 
because of artificial reserve economics. 

Housing & Land Land is privately held so people have to 
save to buy real estate. House and land 
can be used for financing. 

Government-held land title. Can live on 
lands but cannot use house and land for 
financing. 

Living Costs Have to pay for everything: food, 
rent/mortgage, education, vehicles, etc. 

Receive substandard housing, water and 
sewage, and some education funding. 
Food and other costs are paid from 
earnings where possible, or welfare 
payments. 

Economic Intelligence/ Financial 
Literacy 

Higher because, if you aren’t taught or 
figure it out, you may become 
homeless. Most understand that 
education improves chances of better 
economic outcomes and wellbeing. 

Much lower because of the socialist 
dynamics of reserves, where the basics 
to live are provided. Parents do not 
grow up understanding money and 
economics so their children are not 
taught.  

       Tendency to Save High because families have to budget 
and be on their toes “to get ahead.” 

Very low because all money received 
that is not for immediate needs (food, 
etc.), is viewed as disposable income 
and spent. 

       Urgency to Acquire Assets Very high because it is the only way to 
improve financial position for 
retirement. 

Very low because as long as they accept 
the poverty and dependency on reserve 
they can survive at a low level.  

       Tendency to take Risks  Higher because most understand that 
rewards increase with risk. 

Very low because government system 
has instilled fear of failure, learned 
helplessness, and because of lateral 
violence. 

Figure 13 
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Education through an Indigenous Lens 

Indigenous peoples are in educational crisis, [and] educators must be trained to be “change agents”…[for] the 
transformation…[into a] “radical pedagogy” (a teaching approach for change)…informed by their cultural 

preferences and by their own critical circumstances…[they] must inform teacher education approaches…[to] ensure 
the buy in of the communities they are purporting to serve. 

— Professor Graham Hingangaroa Smith
621 

While Mark Twain had only an elementary school education, he expressed great 

cynicism towards the pitiable education system of his time, pointing out that you should 

not let “schooling” interfere with your education. He felt that schooling—that is, acquiring 

knowledge just from books—was different from real education, saying that, “Training is 

everything. The peach was once a bitter almond; cauliflower is nothing but cabbage with 

a college education.”622 His emphasis on learning from experience was a warning that 

we should not follow the education system blindly. Many Indigenous people would 

agree that learning should encompass culture and other life experiences that cannot be 

taught in a classroom. However, this does not mean that the modern education system 

should be dismissed. It may be taken with a grain of salt, but when you consider the 

correlation between education and wealth and wellbeing, education (in all its forms), will 

still be an absolutely critical aspect for the rise of Indigenous Nations. 

Today, nothwithstanding its importance to the rise of the Indigenous world, 

education is minimally valued by many Indigenous people or not at all in some 

instances. This might be because many face so many daunting social and personal 

issues. Perhaps it is seen as the product of a foreign culture, or many choose the safer 

and easier life of reserve poverty, rather than deal with a foreign environment (or 

possible failure). Whatever the reasons for denigrating the value of education, those 

doing so should consider how their ancestors became master adapters. They did so by 

realizing the reality of what they were presented with, and evaluated the effectiveness of 

the attitudes and actions taken. They likely would have adopted education as a kind of 

cultural/social heuristic because it clearly made a positive difference. The Chinese 

realized a long time ago that education was such a useful tool that they incorporated it 

into their self-perception of who they were culturally and ethnically—realizing that power 

flowed from adopting a disciplined attitude of continuous learning. Similarly, modern 

Indigenous people need to follow in the footsteps of their vigorous master-adapter 

ancestors. 

Prior to the influence of Confucius, education was not a part of Chinese culture. 

They subsequently made it so because it was extremely valuable. While the Chinese 

adopted education into their cultural framework, nothing has stopped other societies 

from emulating this within their own context. It is now regarded as a universal useful tool 

that brings results that are colour and culture-blind. Why wouldn’t anyone adopt 
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something that was a huge advantage and has repeatedly shown to improve well-

being?  

In part, this is largely why the Indigenous of United States, Canada, and New 

Zealand have had improved economic and well-being outcomes (as discussed in the 

previous chapter). It has already been mentioned how it is much easier to implement 

solutions where a nation is small, and there is a unity of culture and where the language 

has largely been preserved. While most Indigenous groups in the world do not share 

such circumstances, it is still instructive to examine how the Māori of Aotearoa (New 

Zealand) have achieved advancements in education. Where student learning is 

enhanced they have built upon a foundation that reinforces their culture, history, and 

values. It is a positive experience because it is based on facts that they already know. 

The Māori identity is based on their whakapapa (their geneological connection 

back to their first ancestors to arrive in Aotearoa around 800 years ago). Often first 

exposure to Māori people is through their marae, their formal meeting house where 

business and ceremonial activities take place (akin to the longhouse of the Pacific 

Northwest Indigenous). On the first attendance at such an event, the protocols of the 

Māori speakers reminded the author of his own Ts’msyen culture, where orators would 

first recite their tauparapara—the formal incantation by which they begin their speeches. 

For those familiar with Homer’s epic poems, the Iliad or Odyssey, the ornate and 

flowery manner in which they begin their speeches is reminiscent. That is, until you 

unpack the cultural content which encompasses traditional or philosophical statements 

(that usually contain genealogical references, or links to whakapapa). 

One well-known tauparapara, describes phases of consciousness and is 

considered to be an expression of whakapapa (geneology) that can be linked 

specifically to the wholeness and connectedness of Māori people.623 In the learning 

process of children, the ideas and processes embedded in the tauparapara are 

articulated to make clear associations to concepts about growing and learning. 

Teachers use key ideas drawn from this in activities and teaching contexts which 

reinforces their culture while promoting a learning ethos. Ideas such as everyone has 

their own mana (potential and spiritual power); mauri (living essence), and wairua 

(spiritual self), inherited from their ancestors, and from the spirit world of atua. They also 

infuse their teaching and activities with values and beliefs of tikanga Māori (the 

customary system of values and practices for correct behavior). This may include 

concepts such as manaaki (to nurture), aroha (to respect), awhi (to embrace), tautoko 

(to support), and tiaki (to care for).  

While this is a snapshot of how they integrate their culture into a modern learning 

context, there are other important factors. They also established köhanga reo (Māori 

language early childhood centers) and continued with kura kaupapa Māori (Māori 
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language medium schools). Strong engagement from parents, extended family and 

community is emphasized. While their education results have not kept pace with that of 

other groups, the Māori are on a path to create an aggressive learning environment that 

reinforces identity and culture while providing a footing to compete in any academic 

forum. The path that they have blazed is a potential example for other Indigenous 

groups throughout the world to emulate. 

Education will be one of the most critical elements of the bedrock upon which 

Indigenous societies will rise. There is no other alternative, particularly in a world 

growing increasingly technologically complex. To do this successfully, the Indigenous 

people of the world will have to carefully examine how modern education can be woven 

into the weft of their cultural identity. With success, grandchildren of the future will be 

borne into families and communities with real power—once again returning to the circle 

of confidence and command of their ancestors. 
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The Copper is a symbol of power and wealth, and is being using in this case to 

affirm the clear understanding of Indigenous Peoples of these notions. How they valued 

and used wealth, however, was often and still is a mystery to Europeans. For example, 

the European view of wealth was to horde it, never imagining that it be given to rivals or 

people in need as the Indigenous of the Pacific Northwest had done. They applied a 

much different social metric to the concept of wealth. When a Chief distributed his 

wealth, the people benefited practically from the circulation of material goods, while the 

Chief’s social status was greatly enhanced. Perhaps such practices and their effect on 

the people should be explored by the wealthiest 1 percent, who horde great wealth 

when there is so much need for ordinary people. 

For Indigenous Peoples today, the Copper should also symbolize a time to be 

practical. Money is the new Copper in today’s world and is required to have power. In 

order to acquire money for long term stability, more legitimate and effective governance 

systems and institutions are required. As well, Indigenous Peoples need to emphasize 

the importance of, and fully invest in, the education of future generations—the greatest 

tool for adaptation to ongoing change. The equivalent of such past roles as star 

navigator, carver, knowledge keeper, for example, may be performed by educated 

young Indigenous people today who can navigate the way through economics, law, 

business, and government. This can be done on the foundation of the Indigenous 

cultures and traditions. 

Over 2,700 years ago Chinese General and philospher Sun Tzu (the Art of War), 

said that, “To know your enemy, you must become your enemy.” Indigenous people 

have to understand and strategically use education, money, commerce and economics 

to win the battle to retake their power. Sun Tzu further suggested that if you know your 

enemies and know yourself your will not lose in a hundred battles. Indigenous people 

know who their enemies are, but they need to be honest in knowing themselves and 

what is required of them to effect change and to strengthen their position. With 

education, and governance and institutions in place, they will be equipped for the 

daunting task of once again lifting their populations to the high status signified by the 

Copper. The must be done in the manner captured by the phrase sagayt kuulm goot (in 

the Sm’algyax language  of Ts’msyen  people).  In this context it means that Indigenous 

Peoples of the world must join as one one working together to look after each other to 

lift themselves out of poverty.  
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Moving Forward Together 

What the caterpillar calls the end, the rest of the world calls a butterfly. 
— Lao Tzu 

It is heartbreaking that there are millions of Indigenous kids who wake up every 

day feeling like they are losers in life’s lottery. If they actually have a house to live in, 

they might ask why it is so overcrowded, or why they do not have running water and 

proper toilets. Many have no food, little money, and/or tattered clothing. Others ask 

themselves why violence or substance abuse occurs in their households, or  why they 

cannot have the things other kids take for granted. Some ask why there is so much 

misery, anger and trauma in their family. At the end of the day, many wonder what they 

did wrong to be so poor when others have so much. Their Mothers look upon their 

children with despair and with aching hearts, with a faint hope that somehow they might 

have a better life—hopeful that that the caterpillar of Indigenous poverty will someday 

turn into the health and prosperity of Lao Tzu’s butterfly. 

Yet in the face of such a grim reality, there is great reason for hope. While it 

involves not only commitment to change and action from Indigenous Peoples, dominant 

populations and governments need to be aware of, and acknowledge, the brutal 

impacts of colonization. They must accept the urgent need for constructive change. It is 

sometimes argued that those in the present generation should not be responsible for 

the misdeeds of their ancestors. This argument, however, is like suggesting there is a 

statute limitations on morality. Right is right, and wrong is wrong—and never the twain 

shall meet. It is for this reason that governments continue to prosecute the second world 

war crimes of Nazis who fled to other countries to escape judgment for their appalling 

crimes. It is right for dominant societies to take steps within their power to alleviate the 

suffering of minorities when they can. It is morally inexcusable if they do not. The plight 

of Indigenous Peoples was not created by those living now, but carefully focussed 

actions now can go long way to making the situation better—we can and must progress 

forward together. Change should be done in close consultation with Indigenous 

Peoples.  

The message of this book is that there are solutions to Indigenous poverty. 

Indigenous leaders in Americas, Aotearoa, and Australia have provided examples for 

how this can be done. It is fundamental to understand that knowledge is power, and 

those with the right knowledge can take back lost power. This involves going back in 

time to find glimpses of the real history of Indigenous Peoples—beyond Eurocentric 

views that were distorted by past motivations and beliefs. These damaging views have 

been baked into western culture and are today reflected in the unconscious bias of 

dominant populations. They are often expressed in harmful forms of blatant and latent 

racism. Yet a fair walk through their history should, instead, fill Indigenous children with 
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pride as to the fabulously rich languages, cultures, traditional knowledge, and the world 

record-breaking accomplishments of their vigorous ancestors. They should be rightfully 

proud of a genuine heritage of master adapters and traders whose power in their time 

was absolute. 

For dominant societies there is also an opportunity to welcome a more balanced 

view of world history—a richer and larger cultural mosaic of humankind. An unbiased 

account of Indigenous history not only increases the database of worldviews but 

ensures that ancient wisdom is preserved. If the Indigenous Library of Alexandria is on 

fire, there should be an abundant self-interest in protecting one of the last remaining 

great archives of knowledge. It is also a chance to rectify the wrongs of the past while 

building toward a better collective future. Acknowledging the greatness of one race of 

people, or the injustices perpetrated on them, does not diminish a dominant society but 

signifies strength and maturity. Also, understanding how past biases can have led to 

harmful racism today is critical to removing the heavy yoke of colonialism resting heavily 

on Indigenous populations now. 

Power lost and power taken can only be restored by Indigenous people who 

proactively accept responsibility for their lives and pursue focussed and constructive 

action. There is absolutely no point in expecting a government or its bureaucracies 

alone to solve Indigenous problems because real change must come from within 

Indigenous people themselves. Power can be taken from those on the outside, but can 

only be inherently returned from the single-minded efforts of Indigenous Peoples 

themselves. The responsibility and duty rests on those who hold influence in their 

families and communities to commit to the hard work of doing this today—so that future 

generations of children benefit from, and carry the torch of progress forward tomorrow.  

At the same time, there must be an acute awareness of how colonization was 

prosecuted, how specifically it was designed to control, and how precisely this has 

impacted Indigenous Peoples—individually and communally. This includes 

understanding the new deceptive form of Big Green control—Eco-Colonialism. Such 

awareness, together  with acceptance of the reality of what happened, is part of the 

grievance process for adjusting to trauma. It is the first awkward step to retaking power, 

and rebuilding the once powerful, vibrant, and self-reliant Indigenous nations. The 

process of recovering from such horrific transgenerational trauma will not be easy and 

will not happen overnight. The important thing is to begin the process and to never stop 

moving positively forward. 

As well, to have power in a modern society, Indigenous people have to 

independently generate their own revenue. In order to do this for the long term they 

need to build their hopes and plans for self-determination on the unshakeable 

foundations of governance and education. This process will be led by the courageous 
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leadership of those who have asked the same hard questions as the Indigenous 

children who have wondered why they have lost life’s lottery—and who have a burning 

desire in their hearts to make a difference for future generations.  

It is sometimes said that it is not the size of the man in the fight, but the size of 

the fight in the man, that counts. Historically, Indigenous Peoples of the world have 

punched above their weight. Their dire situation now demands that great energy be 

expended to reach this level of effort again. Prayers can and should be made to 

Indigenous ancestors for the courage to take on and defeat the war on poverty—to once 

again wrest the power to control their lives back into their hands. 

As well, Indigenous people have to start working more cooperatively together. It 

is crucial to recognize how colonization has shattered the formidable unity of purpose 

and action of their ancestors. For Indigenous Peoples, external governance structures 

and policies have created toxic environments, self-oppression, and lateral violence, 

draining energy and attention that should otherwise be invested in making progress. 

The crews of Indigenous canoes have been out of sync. If those on one side continue to 

pull in the opposite direction than those of the other, they will continue to turn in aimless 

circles—never progressing. While this happens new generations will unnecessarily 

suffer from the same old wounds of colonization. Only through acting together now will 

our future generations be able to reestablish their former dignity and once again take 

their long-lost power.  

To truly realize hope and effect genuine change will require attention, 

acceptance, commitment  and effort from Indigenous Peoples and dominant societies. It 

is time to heal the deep wounds of colonization and begin nation building. It is time for 

all to admit that the Indigenous place in society is not okay and could be so much more. 

It is time to turn the thunder in our words to social and economic lightning in our hands. 

It is time for leaders to turn the despair of colonization into a reality that fills the hearts of 

Indigenous children with hope. By taking direct action together, Indigenous leaders can 

deliver on their dreams of health, happiness, and prosperity. The question is not 

whether progress can be achieved, but how fast can we organize to accomplish it. 

Progress must be pursued, in the Sm’algyax language  of Ts’msyen  people, in 

the spirit of sayt k’ilim goot—being of one path, one mind, and one heart. This applies 

not just amongst Indigenous Peoples themselves, but in their interactions with 

mainstream society and governments. Furthermore, real action must be taken as 

suggested by the Ts’msyen phrase sagayt kuulm goot— to look after each other by 

joining together to do the work required to move Indigenous people steadily away from 

poverty towards restoring dignity and ancient nation-building powers. It is with these 

thoughts that I dedicate this poem to the Indigenous children and mothers of the 
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world—so that future generations will benefit from the difficult decisions, sacrifices, and 

meaningful action taken now. 

Prayer for Unity 

Original spark 

Raven’s light 

Primeval dawn 

Taking flight 

 

Early life 

Uncertain toil 

Sustaining spirit 

Miseries’ foil 

 

Stepping forward 

Making gains 

Nature cruel 

Life sustains 

 

Nomadic ways 

Signs of change 

Planting roots 

Lessening range 

 

Society grows 

Life to nourish 

Arts and culture 

People flourish 

 

Soaring high 

Seeds of power 

Nations grow 

Radiant flower 

 

Healthy folk 

Moral bath 

Joyous clan 

Righteous path 

 

Unseen clouds 

Foretelling doom 

Alien folk 

Impending gloom 
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Mighty states 

Now a shadow 

Power gone 

In misery wallow 

 

Settler rule 

Controlling life 

Making sure 

Internal strife 

 

Self-reliance 

In the past 

Instilling fear 

Submissive class 

 

Keys to freedom 

Lie within 

Entry price 

Just begin 

 

The time is now 

To sow the seeds 

A better future 

From present deeds 

 

All it takes 

To be one mind 

One heart, one action 

The way to find 

 

— Calvin Helin 
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For Dr. Moore the final straw came when his fellow directors decided that they had to work to ban the element 
chlorine worldwide—absurdly naming it the “Devil’s Element,” to create the public impression that a compound in 
the periodic table was somehow evil. This, he said, epitomized stupidity because, adding chlorine to drinking water 
was one of the biggest advances in the history of public health, and anyone with a basic knowledge of chemistry 
understood that some of the most effective pharmaceuticals had a chlorine component. He explained that, “…if 
this anti-chlorine campaign had succeeded, it wouldn’t be our wealthy donors that suffered since wealthy 
individuals and countries always find a way around these follies)… who suffers are those in developing 
countries—people [like Indigenous people] we are presumably trying to help.” [Emphasis added]. 
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“dodgy assumptions’) can go into any computer model and the results released can be used to create a false 
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In an effort to suppress criticismagainst himself, Jacobson sued Clack for defamation and the National 
Academy of Sciences for $10 million (claiming breach of contract). On April 20, the District of Columbia Superior 
Court issued a ruling siding with Clack and the National Academy of Sciences, ordering Jacobson to pay their legal 
fees. The judge noted that the District of Columbia’s Anti-SLAPP Act prohibits the filing of lawsuits aimed at limiting 
public participation.

387
 Furthermore, it was noted that the statements made by Clack and his co-authors “simply do 

not” accuse Jacobson “of any misconduct, or impugns his integrity.” It was found further that such criticisms were 
statements reflecting scientific disagreements...not attack[ing] Dr. Jacobson’s honesty or accus[ing] him of 
misconduct,” and that such challenges are “a question best resolved in the scientific or academic forum, not the 
court.” Source: Robert Bryce, Stanford Prof. Can’t Muzzle ‘Planet of Humans,’ Must Pay the Defendants’ Legal Fees 
In Slapp Suit, Forbes, April 20, 2020. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertbryce/2020/04/30/stanford-professor-cant-muzzle-planet-of-the-humans-
must-pay-defendants-legal-fees-in-slapp-suit/?subId3=xid:fr1588526252948iig#6a2786f9e0ac. 

388
 In doing this environmentalist Toby Smith said, “…I wasn’t interested in negotiation. I don’t support the 

documentary, I don’t agree with its message…” Source: Jonathan Watts, Michael Moore film Planet of the Humans 
removed from Youtube, The Guardian, May 26, 2020. Online Source. Page. 
https://amp.theguardian.com/film/2020/may/26/michael-moore-film-planet-of-the-humans-removed-from-
youtube?__twitter_impression=true. 
389

 Law professor at Queen’s University, Bruce Pardy, suggests that Critical Theory promotes socialist ideas such as 
capitalism is oppressive, private property rights cause environmental destruction, and prosperity causes climate 
change. In other words, it opposes everything that makes the West work such that, “…these doctrines are less 
theories than programs. Their purpose is to condemn cultural norms, tear down existing orders and transform 
society.” [Emphasis added] Unlike critical thinking—i.e., reasoning—Critical Theory is based on ideological 
assertions, not scientific data or deduction and its aims are largely activist and political. Professor Pardy points out 
that there can be no truth found in the absurd circular nature of its “logic” wherein adherents, “…lead with their 
conclusions….Progressives are apt to insist that truth is relative and subjective when they encounter facts that 
they do not like, but otherwise eagerly enforce “truths” that they prefer.” [Emphasis added] On the one hand, 
they dupe the masses by appealing to the human vulnerabilities of fear, guilt, resentment and righteousness. On 
the other hand, it leads to a “kafkatrap” where, “A little boy can say that the Emperor has no clothes, but adults 
are too afraid to speak…If you deny that you are a witch, then you are a witch. And if you do not deny it, then you 
are a witch for sure. Indoctrination works. Hear something often enough from people in authority and you begin to 
believe it.” Source: Bruce Pardy, Apocalyptic science: How the West is Destroying itself, Financial Post, June 26, 
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2020. Online Source. Page. https://financialpost.com/opinion/apocalyptic-science-how-the-west-is-destroying-
itself?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook#Echobox=1593175473. 
390

 In the midst of the 2020 global Covid-19 pandemic (on Earth Day), Michael Moore released his candid 
documentary, Planet of the Humans, which was directed by Jeff Gibbs. Both gentlemen are icons of the left and 
the environmental movement. Yet they had the “audacity” to challenge the ideological renewable energy (wind, 
biofuel, and solar) path set out by the leadership of Big Green—the purported solution to climate change. The film 
(that received around 10 million views on YouTube) matter-of-factly pointed out that renewable energy solutions 
clearly create more GHG emissions and other forms of toxic pollution than simply burning fossil fuels. It was billed 
as a wake-up call to the inconvenient reality of renewable techno-fixes and band-aids which were deemed to be 
“too little too late.” Source: Mark Milke, The green fossil-fuel divestment crusade hurts the poor and middle class 
most, Financial Post, January 12, 2018. Online Source. Page. https://business.financialpost.com/opinion/the-green-
fossil-fuel-divestment-crusade-hurts-the-poor-and-middle-class-most. He argues further that other alternatives 
such as biofuels and batteries are not yet capable of replacing, for example, the jet fuel necessary to fly airplanes 
or the diesel that trucks use to transport food, medicine and consumer goods. In effect, it completely undercut the 
doctrine of the Green New Deal, the policy idea meant to transition the United States away from the oil industry. 

True to form, Big Green activists howled in protest calling for the documentary to be banned as “dangerous,” and 
“misinformation”—how dare one of their own criticize a lynchpin of their ideology? As might be expected under 
the Big Green propaganda model, Moore and Gibbs were savagely attacked as sellouts and the film was criticized 
for purportedly relying on “old, outdated information.” (Source: Daily Caller, Climate Activists Want Michael 
Moore’s Doc Panning Green Energy Banned, Say It’s Chock Full of Misinformation. Online Source. Page. 
https://dailycaller.com/2020/04/26/michael-moore-planet-of-humans-green-new-deal/.) Nothwithstanding these 
criticisms, there emerged several common sense realities as to why burning fossil fuels was actually more efficient 
and less polluting than renewables. These are objective facts of science that cannot be displaced by wishful 
thinking or attacking the messenger. 

The film highlighted the “green iIlusion” that renewable energy is renewable or truly green—promoted by 
Big Green as a game of “pretend.” Primarily this is because the amount of fossil fuel energy required to produce 
alternative energy creates more GHGs than just burning fossil fuels directly. Since renewable energy cannot be 
stored efficiently, they require fossil fuels back up power—typically coal or LNG plants—which must inefficiently 
idle all the time and cycle up or down in response to intermittment wind and solar power production. This is one 
reason why after a decade of shutting down its nuclear power plants, Japan now plans to build as many as 22 new 
coal-burning power plants—one of the dirtiest sources of electricity—at 17 different sites in the next five years 
(which would emit almost as much carbon dioxide annually as all the passenger cars sold each year in the United 
States). (Source: Hiroko Tabuchi, Japan to build up to 22 new coal power plants despite climate emergency, The 
Independent, February 4, 2020. Online Source. Page. https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/japan-
new-coal-power-plant-climate-change-tokyo-a9316271.html.) To understand the amount of fossil fuel energy used 
in renewables, and the GHG footprint created consider what is involved. There must be constructed alternative 
power infrastructure to back up the renewables, batteries must be built for storage (and then disposed of), rare 
earth and other metals (iron, aluminum,coal, etc.) must be mined; steel, concrete, aluminum and other products 
used in their infrastructure must be produced. As well, all materials have to be transported, the components of 
renewables have to be manufactured, and finally renewables must be constructed on-site and assembled, 
operated and maintained, and eventually decommissioned and dismantled.   

In addition to these impacts, renewable energy itself damages the climate. On the one hand, the lifespan 
of wind and solar infrastructure is relatively short (around 20 years for wind turbines and solar panels, and 2+ 
years for batteries), they are very susceptible to the elements of nature, they take up enormous land footprints 
requiring deforestation with impacts on habitat and wildlife (insect and bird die-off), provide few jobs when 
operating, and represent serious environmental problems in their decommissioning. As well, there is only a 
fraction of battery storage available for current renewable energy, and the manufacture of batteries used has its 
own intense GHG footprint, and require a host of exotic metals that produce toxic waste. The graphic photos in a 
recent United Kingdom article show a squalid Congo cobalt mine where child miners aged as young as four are, 
“living a hell on earth.” There the underpaid army of kids suffer so that, “toxic red dust burns their eyes, and can 
run the risk of skin disease and a deadly lung condition” so virtue-signalers in the West can have the batteries to 
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drive electric cars. (Source: 

390
 Barbara Jones, Child miners aged four living a hell on earth so YOU can drive an 

electric car; Awful human cost in squalid Congo cobalt mine that Michael Gove didn’t consider in his ‘clean energy’ 
crusade, Daily Mail, August 5, 2020. Online Source. Page. https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
4764208/Child-miners-aged-four-living-hell-Earth.html?ito=email_share_article-top.) 

The game of pretend also extends to biofuels and electric cars. Does it make any sense to cut down 
forests or crops that remove GHGs out of the air at no cost? This is particularly galling to local environmentalists 
who complain about their forests being decimated under the false green banner of renewables. Again (similar to 
wind and solar), ethanol plants are reliant on giant fossil fuel-based agricultural systems to produce corn (creating 
air pollution, polluting drinking water, and contributing—through nitrogen fertilizer—to the “dead zone” in the 
Gulf of Mexico). As well, the whole green notion of electric cars is challenged because there batteries are primarily 
charged using fossil fuel energy, and because of the rare earth metals used which eventually creates radioactive 
waste, and they use aluminum (which requires eight times more energy to manufacture than steel), and lithium (in 
toxic mining) and graphite (the rarest form of carbon). The production of their batteries is also fossil fuels energy 
intensive, and is ultimately reliant on fossil fuels such as coal or LNG to charge them. Several studies and reports 
have concluded that when all these factors are considered, electric cars generate significantly more GHGs than 
standard fossil fuel vehicles. (Editorial, Why Calling Electric Cars ‘Zero Emission’ is Blatantly False advertising, 
Investors Business Daily, November 7, 2017. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.investors.com/politics/editorials/electric-cars-co2-emissions-global-warming/, and Tilak Doshi, The 
Dirty Secrets of ‘Clean’ Electric Vehicles, Forbes Magazine, August 2, 2020. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tilakdoshi/2020/08/02/the-dirty-secrets-of-clean-electric-
vehicles/?sh=47e179df650b. Also see: https://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org/international-issues/electric-
vehicles-in-germany-emit-more-carbon-dioxide-than-diesel-vehicles/, 
https://www.eartheclipse.com/environment/large-co2-emissions-batteries-electric-cars.html, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/electric-cars-and-the-coal-that-runs-them/2015/11/23/74869240-734b-
11e5-ba14-318f8e87a2fc_story.html, and http://euanmearns.com/co2-intensity-of-electric-cars/, 
https://notrickszone.com/2017/07/27/new-study-electric-vehicle-use-does-not-appreciably-reduce-co2-
emissions/.  

391
 In order to be at all feasible, enormous subsidies are required for renewables that ultimately hit the poor and 

middle class the hardest.
 
(Source: Milke, Supra Note 391. He argues further that other alternatives such as biofuels 

and batteries are not yet capable of replacing, for example, the jet fuel necessary to fly airplanes or the diesel that 
trucks use to transport food, medicine and consumer goods.) In Ontario, such above-market-price subsidies turn 
out to be extraordinarily expensive, literally doubling electricity bills for consumers with none of the alleged 
economic and social benefits materializing. The promise of hundreds of thousands of renewable jobs—as is 
common with almost all other such projects—also turned out to be total fantasy. In Canada, “…the notion that 
building subsidized wind turbines and solar panels [to] replace the jobs, incomes, exports and tax revenues of a 
long-profitable sector is folly…[where] there are 300,000 people directly employed in the oil and gas business 
with 650,000 spinoff jobs…[representing] $136 billion in exports to the United States and $22 billion in annual tax 
revenues to governments.” (Ibid, Mark Milke)   

Senior policymaking officials dubbed the Ontario renewables foray as an utter fiasco, a “train wreck in slow 
motion.” According to an auditor general’s report, this cost Ontario consumers $37 billion between 2006 and 2014, 
and was slated to have cost another $133 billion between 2015 and 2032 (for a total of $170 billion in 30 years). 
(Source: Graeme Gordon, Be afraid: The brains behind Ontario’s energy disaster are now advising PM, CBC News, 
December 7, 2018. Online Source. Page. https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/ontario-disaster-architects-1.3884108. 
Also see: Terence Concoran, Boondoggle: How Ontario’s pursuit of renewable energy broke the province’s 
electricity system, Financial Post., October 6, 2016. Online Source. Page. 
https://business.financialpost.com/opinion/boondoggle-how-ontarios-pursuit-of-renewable-energy-broke-the-
provinces-electricity-system.) The Province of British Columbia also received a similar independent report 
concluding that such renewable energy will cost consumers an additional $16 billion over the next twenty years for 
power that is unlikely to be needed.

 
(Source: Simon Little, BC Hydro Customers set to pay $16B over 20 years for 
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power they likely don’t need: report, Global News, February 12, 2019. Online Source. Page. 
https://globalnews.ca/news/4959739/bc-hydro-ipp-report/.) 

It turns out that, a similar experience resulted from Germany’s renewable-energy revolution where “the costs 
of [their green] energy…could amount to around one trillion euros by the end of the 2030s.” (Howard Rich, 
Germany’s Green Energy Disaster: A Cautionary Tale for World Leaders, Forbes. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2013/03/14/germanys-green-energy-disaster-a-cautionary-tale-for-world-
leaders/#44efefff54e9; Jeffrey Ball, Germany’s High_Priced Energy Revolution, Fortune, March 14, 2017. Online 
Source. Page. http://fortune.com/2017/03/14/germany-renewable-clean-energy-solar/ and Stanley Reed, 
Germany’s Shift to Green Power Stalls, Despite Huge Investments, The New York Times, Oct 7, 2017. Online Source. 
Page.   https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/07/business/energy-environment/german-renewable-energy.html.), 
and Power Poverty: Subsidized Wind & Solar Means 5 Million Germans Struggle to Pay Rocketing Power Bills & 
340,000 Families Cut From Grid, 2018. Online Source. Page. https://stopthesethings.com/2019/04/16/power-
poverty-subsidised-wind-solar-means-5-million-germans-struggle-to-pay-rocketing-power-bills-340000-families-
cut-from-grid/amp/?__twitter_impression=true. Since such renewable power sources are so notoriously 
unreliable, Germans had to build new coal plants to replace nuclear energy taken offline—in effect, dirtying the 
planet in the name of green energy (not to mention other impacts such as their large footprint, and massive bird 
kills from wind turbines). (These green energy shortcomings are some of the reasons that the  International Energy 
Agency forecasts a 30-per-cent rise in fossil fuel energy demand between now and 2040—the equivalent of adding 
another China and India to the global demand curve.) (Source: World Energy Outlook 2017, Online Source. Page. 
http://www.iea.org/weo2017/.) Similarly, in Sweden in 2019 the public voted climate changes spending (largely on 
renewables) as the biggest waste of taxpayer money given its negligible effect on emissions.

 
(Source: Chris 

Tomilinson, Swedes vote climate policy biggest waste of tax payer monery in 2019, Breitbart, January 11, 2020. 
Online Source. Page. https://www.breitbart.com/europe/2020/01/11/swedes-vote-climate-policy-biggest-waste-
tax-payer-money-2019/.) 

According to a European Union 2015 report, such climate policies have also helped to put 54 million 
people into “energy poverty” (with another 74 million at risk)—where people cannot afford to pay household 
power bills during the cold of winter or heat of summer (which have led to excessive “mortality rates” in 
winter). For Romania the energy poverty is between 40 and 50 percent of the population while Spain, Portugal, 
Estonia, Belgium, Malta, Slovakia, Italy, Ireland and even the United Kingdom record energy-poverty rates of 
between 20 and 30 percent of their populations.

 
(Source: Mark Milke, Climate Policies helped put 54 million 

Europeans into ‘energy poverty.’ Canadians are next, Financial Post, July 12, 2017. Online Source. Page. 
https://business.financialpost.com/opinion/climate-policies-helped-put-54-million-europeans-into-energy-
poverty-canadians-are-next?fbclid=IwAR1NLvcE0gdvzm5n3QOvlTgO3XqU7_wS6-KjE5mOXSCLLOoaon3t6DxqQL8.) 
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 David Pepper, Modern Environmentalism: An Introduction, (Routledge: New York, 1996)  at p. 3. 
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 Douglas Coupland, Noptimism, Financial Times Weekend, January 12, 2020, at p. 11. 

394
 Supra Note 384. Dr. Patrick Moore, also left the organization with a lot to say about it. While studying for his 

PhD in Ecology, he helped found the student activist organization in the basement of a Unitarian church in 
Vancouver in 1971—originally called the Don’t Make a Wave Committee. As a symbol of their opposition to 
nuclear war, their initial mission was an ocean going campaign against American hydrogen bomb testing in Alaska. 
The name Greenpeace emerged at one meeting where, “someone said ‘peace’ and a reply came ‘why don’t we 
make it Greenpeace’—‘Green’ for the environment and ‘Peace’ for the people.” They named their protest boat 
Greenpeace and Moore was a member of the 12-person crew. 

395
 Dr. Patrick Moore, Sensible Environmentalism, August 26, 2017. Online Source. Page. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_PRPGlL0_g. All quotes in this paragraph are from this interview. 
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 Ibid. 
397

 Bjorn Lomborg, Scared silly over climate change, The Guardian, June 15, 2009. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cif-green/2009/jun/15/climate-change-children. 
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 Patrick Moore: Why I left Greenpeace. Online Source. Page. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRlYHF9Bqps. 
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 Online Source. Page. https://www.biggreenradicals.com/group/greenpeace/. 
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 Barbara Frum, Canadian Radio Broadcasting Corporation, Paul Watson Interview, 1978. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_gTBDFTXE0.  
402

 Ibid. Since it served their monetary interests, Greepeace and other ENGOs simply ignored a 2002 Canadian 
Veterinary Medical Association report that disagreed with their exagerrated claims. The study concluded that the 
seal killing techniques on the Atlantic coast were acceptably humane—and at least as humane as animals killed in 
commercial slaughter houses. Also see, Tristin Hopper, The hunt Canada loves: Why seal clubbing will never die, 
National Post. Online Source. Page. https://nationalpost.com/news/canada-is-never-ever-going-to-stop-killing-
seals-your-tell-all-guide-to-the-seal-hunt). 
403

Hopper, Ibid. Today, harp seals continue to fill the coffers of ENGO’s who persist in perpetuating the myth that 
Canadians are annihilating them into extinction. According to a leaflet from Humane Society International, the 
highly sensationalized “seal slaughter” is not sustainable. In reality the Canadian harp seal population is absolutely 
healthy, and the government estimated there were 7.7 million of them on the Atlantic coast in 2012. While they 
did hit historic lows in the mid-20th century (dropping as low as 1.5 million in 1978), “…they’ve now rebounded so 
successfully that their populations are almost as large as they were when much of Canada was still New 
France.”
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 [Emphasis added] (In fact, as most commercial fishers will tell you there are so many seals and sealions 

on the east and west coasts of Canada, they are likely the single biggest reason for the depletion of the cod, 
salmon and other fish stocks.) Also see Pierre-Yves Daoust, Alice Crook, Trent K. Bollinger, Keith G. Campbell, 
James Wong, Animal welfare and the harp seal hunt in Atlantic Canada, Special Report, Can Vet J 2002;43:687–
694. Online Source. Page. https://www.canadianveterinarians.net/documents/animal-welfare-and-the-harp-seal-
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environmental standards and concerns). The $1b+ project was eventually built and is producing good revenue with 
no impact to the environment. The fight also brought their community together, building a new level of cohesion. 
Speaking to Eco-Colonialism and Eco Bullying, Mr. Brown gave the final opinion: 

This time the paternalism wasn't from the diocese or Ottawa agents (through transfer payments) but 
radical environmentalists who seem to hate the marketplace and despise First Nations that do not 
subscribe to the virtues and values of climate hysteria. Thankfully, such climate hucksters have galvanized 
the support for industry in numerous First Nation communities and the renewal of pro-economic 
development is robust. 
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 These communities have a municipal-like government whose leaders are elected while nine original tribes of 
those communities are represented by an organization called the Lax Kw’alaams’ Hereditary Chiefs Council. (See: 
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436

 When Lax Kw’alaams members read how glibly Amanda Stanley, the supposed “science program officer” for the 
Seattle-based Wilberforce Foundation attended the Lelu Island protest camp to check on one of her “pet” projects 
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group of Tsimishian tribal members and supporters maintain an effort to blockade and disrupt [geotechnical] 
testing...” suggesting the real agenda for the disruption was that:  

Wilberforce, the California-based Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, Hawaii-based Sustainable 
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through the local ENGO Skeena Wild and others], as they funded opposition to oilsands development 
before them. Indeed, the record suggests the long project to establish what environmental front groups 
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With guns present, and trees being spiked (the presence of which can lead to fatal injuries to innocent people) by 
radical environmentalists, it is not surprising that the real hereditary chiefs were alarmed and concerned to the 
point of requesting all occupants of Lelu Island leave. It should also surprise no one that there was anger amongst 
the hereditary chiefs and community leaders toward ENGOs. Tribal members who were interviewed said there was 
aware that American foundation/ENGO were funneling monies to protestors through the local ENGO called Skeena 
Wild. They were aware that the activists there were taking significant direction from such American sources that 
they were on their payroll (travelling to Seattle to get direction). To have this occur on the heels of big-city 
environmentalists celebrating the creation of the Great Bear Rainforest in the traditional territory of the Nine 
Tribes of Lax Kw’alaams without ever having had a meeting with them (let alone having actually consulted them 
and sought their consent) displays the hubris of previous colonizers. (Source: Tom Fletcher, Tree spikers cling to 
Lelu Island, Comox Valley Record, July 16, 2016. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.comoxvalleyrecord.com/opinion/tom-fletcher-tree-spikers-cling-to-lelu-island/.) 
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 Yahaan and others v. HMQ and others, Federal Court File No: T-1832-16, July 26, 2017. Paragraph 14. As well, 
the judge stated that Wesley had utterly failed to produce evidence of community support, and what evidence 
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not engage in any consultation with members of the tribe. It was further pointed out that his views opposing the 
project were not only contrary to the views of a substantial number of those members, but also were 
inconsistent with the outcome of a poll of Lax Kw’alaams members who voted in favour of continuing with the 
project. In light of a clear conflict with the majority view of the community and the Gitwilgyoots, he could not act 
on their behalf, and the legal action was, in effect, a thinly veiled sham. 

443
 For cultural and material adaptations see: http://firstpeoplesofcanada.com/fp_groups/fp_inuit2.html, 
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Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, and annually take about 50 whales total, yielding between 600 and 1,000 tons 
of much-needed food.  

453
 Ibid. 

454
 Ibid 

455
 O’Malley, Supra Note 451.  

456
 Joshua Bowling,  National Geographic photographer shares emotional video of dying polar bear, USA Today, 

December 8, 2017. Online Sources. Page. https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-
now/2017/12/08/national-geographic-photographer-shares-emotional-video-dying-polar-bear/936921001/, and 
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-environment/2017/12/11/national-geographic-
photographer-opens-up-not-helping-dying-polar-bear/941454001/.  
457

 Tim Collins, ‘I filmed with tears rolling down my cheeks’: Heart-breaking footage shows a starving polar bear 
hours from death struggling to walk on iceless land, December 8, 2017. Mail Online. Page. 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5160363/Soul-crushing-footage-starving-polar-iceless-land.html.  
458

 Eleanor Cummins, Is That Starving Polar Bear Dying From Climate Change? Problably Not, December 11, 2017. 
Online Source Page. 
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2017/12/the_viral_photo_of_a_starving_polar_bear_
might_be_dying_of_cancer_not_climate.html.  
459

 Ibid. Higdon took his concerns about the blatant misrepresentation to social media saying, “I thought the 
message was too simplified, basically. And a little too over the top in the sense that, ‘This is what climate change 
looks like.’” The photo was taken in the summertime when parts of the Arctic are often ice-free from seasonal 
changes, not climatic shifts—not to mention the reality that arctic animals starve to death all the time (for a variety 
of reasons). Higdon pointed out further that, “We may start to see more [climate-caused starvation] over time, but 
at this point, there’s no evidence I’m aware of that we’re seeing that.” 
460

 Ian Stirling’s latest howler: “the polar bear who died of climate change”. Online Source. Page. 
https://polarbearscience.com/2013/08/07/ian-stirlings-latest-howler-the-polar-bear-who-died-of-climate-
change/.  
461

 Last year’s dead Svalbard polar bear used for this year’s propaganda, September 9, 2015. Online Source. Page. 
https://polarbearscience.com/2015/09/09/last-years-dead-svalbard-polar-bear-used-for-this-years-propaganda/; 
Polar bear behaviour gets the animal tragedy porn treatment—two new papers, Online Source. Page.   Online 
Source. https://polarbearscience.com/2015/06/12/polar-bear-behaviour-gets-the-animal-tragedy-porn-treatment-
two-new-papers/; and Cannibalism video short in 2015 did not involve a starving polar bear, February 23, 2016. 
Online Source. Page. https://polarbearscience.com/2016/02/23/cannibalism-video-shot-in-2015-did-not-involve-a-
starving-polar-bear/. 
462

 Dr. Susan Crockford, Dying Polar Bear Story Another Example of Climate Porn, December 9, 2017. Online Source. 
Page. https://climatechangedispatch.com/dying-polar-bear-story-another-example-of-climate-porn/. All quotes in 
this paragraph are from this source. 
463

 CBC News: Technology and Science, Polar Bears: Threatened Species or Political Pawn, September 2, 2014.  
Page. http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/polar-bears-threatened-species-or-political-pawn-1.2753645 and 
Death of the polar bear as climate change icon validates Mitch Taylor’s skepticism, October 24, 2017. Online 
Source. Page. https://polarbearscience.com/2017/10/24/death-of-the-polar-bear-as-climate-change-icon-
validates-mitch-taylors-skepticism/. Former 20-year member of the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature Polar Bear Specialist Group, biologist Mitchell Taylor (who advised governments for more than thirty years 
and lived in the high arctic in direct contact with the people of the area for much of that time), was turfed out of 
the group for expressing skepticism about whether the population of polar bears was actually declining. He 
suggested that polar bear populations didn’t appear to be declining, and that the science of estimating polar bear 
numbers has never been precise (the problem being in the way population estimates are extrapolated from 
samples). He noted that what they were describing was quite simply inconsistent with what he heard from local 
people and observing himself. He was not alone in his assertion that polar bear numbers were at a healthy 
level. His views were supported by a previous Environment Canada report stating that "…no marked decline has 
been observed." [Emphasis added] 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/12/08/national-geographic-photographer-shares-emotional-video-dying-polar-bear/936921001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/12/08/national-geographic-photographer-shares-emotional-video-dying-polar-bear/936921001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-environment/2017/12/11/national-geographic-photographer-opens-up-not-helping-dying-polar-bear/941454001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-environment/2017/12/11/national-geographic-photographer-opens-up-not-helping-dying-polar-bear/941454001/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5160363/Soul-crushing-footage-starving-polar-iceless-land.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2017/12/the_viral_photo_of_a_starving_polar_bear_might_be_dying_of_cancer_not_climate.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2017/12/the_viral_photo_of_a_starving_polar_bear_might_be_dying_of_cancer_not_climate.html
https://polarbearscience.com/2013/08/07/ian-stirlings-latest-howler-the-polar-bear-who-died-of-climate-change/
https://polarbearscience.com/2013/08/07/ian-stirlings-latest-howler-the-polar-bear-who-died-of-climate-change/
https://polarbearscience.com/2015/09/09/last-years-dead-svalbard-polar-bear-used-for-this-years-propaganda/
https://polarbearscience.com/2015/06/12/polar-bear-behaviour-gets-the-animal-tragedy-porn-treatment-two-new-papers/
https://polarbearscience.com/2015/06/12/polar-bear-behaviour-gets-the-animal-tragedy-porn-treatment-two-new-papers/
https://polarbearscience.com/2016/02/23/cannibalism-video-shot-in-2015-did-not-involve-a-starving-polar-bear/
https://polarbearscience.com/2016/02/23/cannibalism-video-shot-in-2015-did-not-involve-a-starving-polar-bear/
https://climatechangedispatch.com/dying-polar-bear-story-another-example-of-climate-porn/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/polar-bears-threatened-species-or-political-pawn-1.2753645
https://polarbearscience.com/2017/10/24/death-of-the-polar-bear-as-climate-change-icon-validates-mitch-taylors-skepticism/
https://polarbearscience.com/2017/10/24/death-of-the-polar-bear-as-climate-change-icon-validates-mitch-taylors-skepticism/


263 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
464

 CBCradio, Sea Legacy’s remarks about polar bear hunt “racist and factually untrue,” says Iqaluit mayor. Online. 
Page. http://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-thursday-edition-1.4448373/sealegacy-s-remarks-
about-polar-bear-hunt-racist-and-factually-untrue-says-iqaluit-mayor-1.4448381. All reference in this paragraph 
are from this source. 
465

 Eva Maria Fjelleeheim & Florian Carl, “Green” colonialism is ruining Indigenous lives in Norway, Aljazeera, 
August 1, 2020. Online Source. Page. https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/colonialism-ruining-indigenous-
lives-norway-
200703135059280.html?fbclid=IwAR2DyOp8TmekEa8wxTtahKH9tdnftexMWJZLuRMyU6LuBWhty9inuxOk9Gs. All 
information in the section is from this article. 
466

 In the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation  eco-terrorism defined as "...the use or threatened use of 
violence of a criminal nature against innocent victims or property by an environmentally-oriented, subnational 
group for environmental-political reasons, or aimed at an audience beyond the target, often of a symbolic 
nature."

[3]
 The FBI credited eco-terrorists with US$200 million in property damage between 2003 and 2008. A 

majority of states in the US have introduced laws aimed at penalizing eco-terrorism.
 
Online Source. Page. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eco-terrorism. 
467

 Paul Tennant, Aboriginal People and Politics, (University of British Columbia Press: Vancouver, 1990) at p. 14.  
468

 According to 2011 census figures, Indigenous people in Nunavut accounted for 86.3 percent of the population 
and 51.9percent in the Northwest Territories. The 2017 Northwest Territories & Nunavut Chamber of Mines report 
from 1996 to 2016, summarized these benefits for the population as:  

 3,761 person years of total employment where 1,667 (44percent of the total workforce) was 
made up of northern workers (exceeding original projections by 71percent) 

o of this number, 798 (48percent of that total) were Indigenous;    

 huge investments were made in training and education; 

 $1.4 billion in business spending in 2016, 
o of this, $817.9 million (59percent) was with northern businesses 

 of which $325.3 million (23percent) of this amount was with 
northern Indigenous business; 

  $18.7 billion in total cumulative spend for construction and operations (1996-2016) 
o $13.1 billion (70percent), in northern business spending 

of which $5.6 billion (30percent) was with northern     Indigenous businesses. (Source: NWT & Nunavut Chamber 
of Mines, Measuring success 1996-2016: Diamond mines deliver big benefits to the Northwest Territories, 
November 2017. Online Source. Page. http://www.miningnorth.com/_rsc/site-content/library/publications/NWT-
Nunavut_Chamber_of_Mines_Measuring_Success_2016_FINAL.pdf.) 
469

 Rational Wiki. Noble Savage. Online Source. Page. https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Noble_savage.  
470

 Shepard Krech III, The Ecological Indian, (New York:W.W. Norton & Company Inc., 1999) pp. 15-17. 
471

 Baz Edmeades, The Myth of Harmonious Indigenous Conservationism, Quillette, September 6, 2020. Online 
Source. Page. https://quillette.com/2020/09/06/the-myth-of-harmonious-indigenous-conservationism/.  
472

 Kretch, Supra Note 470 at p. 197. Fire was employed as a tool to clear an area for subsistence purposes, to 
create greater access to animals, to develop or eliminate forage for the animals they depended on for food, and to 
drive or encircle animals. As well, fire kept voracious insects at bay, was used to burn up fuel that could lead to 
catastrophic forest fires, for aggression against enemies and for communication and travel. As with the North 
American Indigenous, the Aborigines of Australia used fire as a tool for cultural burns, “to heal land often that has 
been overrun by weeds and non-native species, which over time has changed the animal species living there as 
well.” This was done with the aim of restoring it to its natural state, and as a fire management tool to reduce the 
hazard of massive raging fires (as they have experienced recently). (Source: Jennifer Ingall, Workshops share 
traditional knowledge of ‘cultural burns’ as fire management, ABC News, June 22, 2018. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-23/call-for-return-of-traditonal-aboriginal-fire-control-
methods/9877842?pfmredir=sm&fbclid=IwAR336Y3gKg33LPFBhDiVUygogkiezylgoNs_d6rzRIK8iftWj8DmTBJbX_8.) 
473

 Online Sources. Pages. https://www.navajotimes.com/opinions/2011/0811/081811column.php,  
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/ShowUserReviews-g31371-d209274-r118629647-Havasupai_Indian_Reservation-

http://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-thursday-edition-1.4448373/sealegacy-s-remarks-about-polar-bear-hunt-racist-and-factually-untrue-says-iqaluit-mayor-1.4448381
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-thursday-edition-1.4448373/sealegacy-s-remarks-about-polar-bear-hunt-racist-and-factually-untrue-says-iqaluit-mayor-1.4448381
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/colonialism-ruining-indigenous-lives-norway-200703135059280.html?fbclid=IwAR2DyOp8TmekEa8wxTtahKH9tdnftexMWJZLuRMyU6LuBWhty9inuxOk9Gs
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/colonialism-ruining-indigenous-lives-norway-200703135059280.html?fbclid=IwAR2DyOp8TmekEa8wxTtahKH9tdnftexMWJZLuRMyU6LuBWhty9inuxOk9Gs
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/colonialism-ruining-indigenous-lives-norway-200703135059280.html?fbclid=IwAR2DyOp8TmekEa8wxTtahKH9tdnftexMWJZLuRMyU6LuBWhty9inuxOk9Gs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Bureau_of_Investigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eco-terrorism#cite_note-Jarboe-2002-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eco-terrorism
http://www.miningnorth.com/_rsc/site-content/library/publications/NWT-Nunavut_Chamber_of_Mines_Measuring_Success_2016_FINAL.pdf
http://www.miningnorth.com/_rsc/site-content/library/publications/NWT-Nunavut_Chamber_of_Mines_Measuring_Success_2016_FINAL.pdf
https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Noble_savage
https://quillette.com/2020/09/06/the-myth-of-harmonious-indigenous-conservationism/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-23/call-for-return-of-traditonal-aboriginal-fire-control-methods/9877842?pfmredir=sm&fbclid=IwAR336Y3gKg33LPFBhDiVUygogkiezylgoNs_d6rzRIK8iftWj8DmTBJbX_8
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-23/call-for-return-of-traditonal-aboriginal-fire-control-methods/9877842?pfmredir=sm&fbclid=IwAR336Y3gKg33LPFBhDiVUygogkiezylgoNs_d6rzRIK8iftWj8DmTBJbX_8
https://www.navajotimes.com/opinions/2011/0811/081811column.php
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/ShowUserReviews-g31371-d209274-r118629647-Havasupai_Indian_Reservation-Supai_Arizona.html


264 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Supai_Arizona.html, https://www.indianz.com/News/2017/11/10/cronkite-news-san-carlos-apache-tribe-st.asp, 
https://www.npr.org/2015/09/03/437291764/native-american-goes-back-to-his-roots-to-solve-garbage-problem-
on-reservations, 
https://www.reddit.com/r/explainlikeimfive/comments/3w5olf/eli5_why_are_indian_reservations_so_rundown/, 
https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20080107163452AATONXb. Today, many contemporary 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people ask further how the Crying Indian can be squared with modern 
communities that are often strewn with garbage—challenging this Crying Indian stereotype—that doesn’t seem to 
bother anyone. 

474
 For example, the Māori of New Zealand hunted at least thirteen species of moas—enormous ostrich-like 

flightless birds—to extinction. No doubt there also may have been other factors that played a role in such 
extinctions such as long-term climate change and natural disasters. 

475
 Joseph Stromberg, Smithsonian Institute, Why Did the Mayan Civilization Collapse? A New Study Points to 

Deforestation and Climate Change, August 23, 2012. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-did-the-mayan-civilization-collapse-a-new-study-points-
to-deforestation-and-climate-change-30863026/. Unless otherwise indicated, information in this and related 
paragraphs on the Maya are from this source. 
476

 Eos Lakshmi Supriya, Smithsonian Magazine, September 9, 2020. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/severe-cyclones-may-have-played-role-maya-collapse-
180975717/.  
477

 They Built Their Own Demise: Lime Mortar, Render, and Plaster: What Role in the Decline of Classical Mayan 
Civilization, Online Source. Page. https://santacruzarchitect.wordpress.com/2013/10/28/they-built-their-own-
demise-lime-mortar-render-and-plaster-what-role-in-the-decline-of-classical-mayan-civilization/.  
478

 Supra Note 475. 
479

 Ibid.  
480

 Live Science Staff, Ancient Civilization Cut Path to Demise, November 2, 2009. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.livescience.com/10591-ancient-civilization-cut-path-demise.html.  
480

 Desertification Effects, Causes And Examples: Top 10 List, January 5, 2015. Online Source Page. 
http://scienceheathen.com/2015/01/05/desertification-effects-causes-examples-top-10-list/.  
481

 Ibid. Other areas where human civilizaton is believed to have led to the desertification of biologically rich, 
forested, and agriculturally productive areas are the Meditarerannean, the Mesopotamian Valley and loessial 
plateau of China.  
482

 Mark Oliver, Was the Amazon Rainforest Once Home to A Massive Lost Civilization?, Ancient Origins Website, 
July 2, 2017. Online Source. Page. http://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-americas/was-amazon-
rainforest-once-home-massive-lost-civilization-008342. Also see: Lizzie Wade, Searching for Amazon’s Hidden 
Civilizations, Science Website, January 7, 2014. Online Source. Page. 
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2014/01/searching-amazons-hidden-civilizations, Charles R. Clement,  William 
M. Denevan, Michael J. Heckenberger, André Braga Junqueira, Eduardo G. Neves, Wenceslau G. Teixeira, William I. 
Woods, The Domestication of Amazonia before European conquest, The Royal Society Publishing, Proceedings of 
the Royal Sciences Society B: Biological Sciences, July 15, 2012, DOI: 10.1098/rspb.2015.0813. Online Source. Page. 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/282/1812/20150813 and Robert Lee Holtz, Satellites Reveal 
Ancient Civilization Beneath the Amazon Rainforest,  The Wall Street Journal, March 27, 2018. Online Source. Page. 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/satellites-reveal-ancient-civilization-beneath-the-amazon-rainforest-1522162800.  
483

 Apparently, the communities had fields and cultivated orchards of Brazil nuts, palm and fruit trees stretching for 
tens of kilometers. As well, extensive earthworks, causeways, canals, graveyards and huge areas of ridged fields 
(where crops of manioc, maize and squash were protected from floods and frosts) were discovered. 
484

 Fred Pearce, Myth of Pristine Amazon rainforest busted as old cities reappear, New Scientist Website, July 15, 
2015. Online Source Page. https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn27945-myth-of-pristine-amazon-rainforest-
busted-as-old-cities-reappear/. Using LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging), a remote sensing method that uses 
pulsed laser light to measure distance, what remains of their advanced civilization is now re-emerging. The picture 
arising is of a sophisticated but forgotten civilization who built cities throughout the Amazon—a transpiring 

https://www.tripadvisor.ca/ShowUserReviews-g31371-d209274-r118629647-Havasupai_Indian_Reservation-Supai_Arizona.html
https://www.indianz.com/News/2017/11/10/cronkite-news-san-carlos-apache-tribe-st.asp
https://www.npr.org/2015/09/03/437291764/native-american-goes-back-to-his-roots-to-solve-garbage-problem-on-reservations
https://www.npr.org/2015/09/03/437291764/native-american-goes-back-to-his-roots-to-solve-garbage-problem-on-reservations
https://www.reddit.com/r/explainlikeimfive/comments/3w5olf/eli5_why_are_indian_reservations_so_rundown/
https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20080107163452AATONXb
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-did-the-mayan-civilization-collapse-a-new-study-points-to-deforestation-and-climate-change-30863026/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-did-the-mayan-civilization-collapse-a-new-study-points-to-deforestation-and-climate-change-30863026/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/severe-cyclones-may-have-played-role-maya-collapse-180975717/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/severe-cyclones-may-have-played-role-maya-collapse-180975717/
https://santacruzarchitect.wordpress.com/2013/10/28/they-built-their-own-demise-lime-mortar-render-and-plaster-what-role-in-the-decline-of-classical-mayan-civilization/
https://santacruzarchitect.wordpress.com/2013/10/28/they-built-their-own-demise-lime-mortar-render-and-plaster-what-role-in-the-decline-of-classical-mayan-civilization/
https://www.livescience.com/10591-ancient-civilization-cut-path-demise.html
http://scienceheathen.com/2015/01/05/desertification-effects-causes-examples-top-10-list/
http://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-americas/was-amazon-rainforest-once-home-massive-lost-civilization-008342
http://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-americas/was-amazon-rainforest-once-home-massive-lost-civilization-008342
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2014/01/searching-amazons-hidden-civilizations
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/282/1812/20150813
https://www.wsj.com/articles/satellites-reveal-ancient-civilization-beneath-the-amazon-rainforest-1522162800
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn27945-myth-of-pristine-amazon-rainforest-busted-as-old-cities-reappear/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn27945-myth-of-pristine-amazon-rainforest-busted-as-old-cities-reappear/


265 
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than deplete it. What appears to the modern eye to be natural forests were actually domesticated through a 
sophisticated technique (still not fully understood) of mulching and composting that would sustain a much larger 
population than previously thought was possible.  
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